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SYLLABUS FOR SOLELY ONLINE PORTION OF THE CLASS 

HI 344-DL1 

Slavery in the Atlantic World 
The development of slavery in the Atlantic basin from its fifteenth-century beginnings through the nineteenth-century era of 

abolition with particular emphasis on the development of the slave trade, the evolution of slave cultures, economies, and societies 

in the New World and the impact of these on the old world. The course will also explore the development of anti-slavery movements 

and demise of slavery. Twice weekly attendance is achieved by timely submission of assignments. 

 

Dr. Lisa Beth Hill 

Email: lbhill@albertus.edu 

Textbook (REQUIRED): 

Thornton, John Kelley.  Africa and Africans in the Making of the Atlantic Slave Trade, 2d ed., Cambridge University Press, 

2011.  978-0521627245 

As this portion of the class is solely online, each week, a topic of discussion will be posted in 

the Forum section of the course site. 

GOALS OF THE COURSE 

 Students will be able to explain how the transatlantic slave trade evolved and to identify its significance in 

United States and world history. 

 Students will learn the social, economic and political entities of the transatlantic Slave trade 

 Teach students to develop critical thinking skills 

 Teach students to develop writing skills 

 Teach students to develop presentation skills for oral assignments 

 Teach students to comprehend and analyze historical events and sources 

 Train students to use historical thinking 

 Teach students the importance of understanding the past to interpret the present 

 Teach students to be accurate when interpreting historical events 

SOME GROUND RULES 

Students are responsible for understanding Albertus Magnus’ rules on academic conduct and integrity.  Plagiarism will 

not be tolerated and can result in failure of an assignment and/or the class if it appears to be a habitual practice.   Not 

knowing the rules, running out of time, submitting incomplete work, submitting the wrong draft, or being overwhelmed 

with multiple demands are not valid excuses. It is imperative students understand and uphold academic integrity.  

Albertus Magnus College 
Course Syllabus 
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ALBERTUS MAGNUS CODE OF CONDUCT 

All students are obligated to adhere to the Code of Conduct listed below. 

“Students are expected to treat each other, their instructors, and administrative staff with courtesy and respect at all 

times in verbal and written communication. At no time should any individual be made to feel threatened or offended. 

The use of obscene, profane or offensive language, loss of temper, aggressive behavior, and disruptive outbursts are 

considered inappropriate and, therefore, unacceptable. Additionally, students are expected to adhere to all the general 

policies of Albertus Magnus College such as the policy on drugs and alcohol, the policy on sexual harassment, and the 

policy on racism and acts of intolerance. The Division of Professional and Graduate Studies reviews violations of the 

Code of Conduct on an individual basis. Failure to comply with the Code of Conduct may result in administrative 

withdrawal from the College”. 

 

COLLEGE POLICIES 

Tradition of Honor: As a member of the Albertus Magnus College Community, each student taking this course agrees to 

uphold the principles of honor set forth by this community, to defend these principles against abuse or misuse, and to 

abide by the regulations of the College. To this end, every student must write and sign the following statement at the 

end of each examination: “I declare the Honor Pledge.”  

Intellectual Honesty:  Plagiarism is a serious offense against academic integrity and intellectual honesty. In completing 

written assignments, the student must work independently unless the class instructor indicates otherwise. It is 

important for students to understand that they must reference the sources for all direct quotes, for the rephrasing of 

information from an outside source, and for ideas borrowed from readings. Students will be required to use the Chicago 

format when referencing sources. Failure to cite appropriate references in any of these instances results in an act of 

plagiarism, intentional or unintentional. If it has been determined that a student plagiarized a written assignment, the 

student may be dismissed from the program. The instructor will report instances of plagiarism to the college 

administration.  

Writing Guidelines:  The writing guidelines for this course will follow the Chicago Style of citation.  The Chicago NB 

system is often used in the humanities and provides writers with a system for referencing their sources through 

footnote or endnote citation in their writing and through bibliography pages. It also offers writers an outlet for 

commenting on those cited sources. The NB system is most commonly used in the discipline of history. The proper use 

of the NB system can protect writers from accusations of plagiarism, which is the intentional or accidental uncredited 

use of source material created by others. Most importantly, properly using the NB system builds credibility by 

demonstrating accountability to source material. Please use the documentation guidelines found in your citation manual 

or through the online Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL). 

 

 

Appropriate Classroom Conduct: Students are expected to show a respect for order, the rights of others, and to 

exemplify a sense of honor and integrity in the classroom. Student conduct is considered an integral part of the 

educational process. Therefore, no student should be denied the right to learn as a direct result of disruptions in the 

classroom. Active learning, open inquiry, and the free expression of informed opinion are the foundations of a liberal 

education at Albertus Magnus College. However, student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct 

the class is prohibited. Students are expected to be considerate and respectful of the rights, views, and interests of other 

students and faculty. The faculty member will take appropriate action if students do not abide by these rules. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
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Accommodations for Special Needs: Please advise the instructor of any special problems or needs at the beginning of 

the semester. Those students seeking reasonable accommodations based on disabilities should contact the Director of 

Academic and Student Disability Services, Aquinas Hall, Room 114 at (203) 672-1050, or email asejdic@albertus.edu, to 

obtain a Faculty Accommodation Letter. Albertus Magnus College complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 

 

In order to respect the independence, rights and dignity of students with disabilities, the College initiates services only 

after a student makes a voluntary disclosure of a disability to the Office of Academic and Student Disability Services. 

Students who are approved for accommodations are responsible for approaching instructors in a timely manner to 

provide faculty accommodation letters and to arrange how accommodations will be implemented. Accommodations 

cannot be retroactive, so we strongly advise students to make accommodation appointments as soon as possible.  

In providing reasonable accommodations, the College shall not fundamentally alter the nature of programs, services, or 

activities; require waiver of essential academic standards or violate accreditation requirements. 

Library and Information Services Component:  Students are expected to use the library databases or other credible 

sources of information 

Blended and Online Course Etiquette:  This course involves use of the Albertus eLearning system online.   It is important 

to maintain appropriate professional interactions with your classmates and Instructor in the online environment.  Please 

click the following link to review the Albertus policies regarding proper etiquette for interaction in all blended and online 

course work:   Link to Albertus’ Netiquette Guide 

Withdrawing from a Course: It is the responsibility of the student to officially drop or withdraw from a 

course.  However, failure to attend a course for 14 calendar days may result in an administrative withdrawal from the 

course. The policies on course withdrawals and administrative withdrawals may be found online at  

 http://www.albertus.edu/policy-reports/academic-policies-regulations-eug#apgr 

 

Albertus Magnus College Definition of a Credit Hour:  Albertus Magnus College adheres to the definition of a credit 

hour as defined by Federal Regulation 34CFR600.2 as passed by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of 

Postsecondary Education. The College’s definition of a credit hour is as follows: 

 A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of 

student achievement that reasonably approximates not less than –  

 

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out of class student work 

each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or the equivalent amount of work over a 

different amount of time; or 

(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic 

activities as established by the College including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and 

other academic work leading to the award of credit hours. [from:  eLearning site, “Faculty Resources.” ] 

 

 

 

mailto:asejdic@albertus.edu
https://docs.google.com/a/albertus.edu/document/d/1SO3mSANj8RsmCJUi9s34JMQXn_2US313ePTtx3ONEEY/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.albertus.edu/policy-reports/academic-policies-regulations-eug#apgr
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THEMES IN THE HISTORY OF ATLANTIC SLAVERY 

While slavery or enslavement is a practice that has existed for thousands of years, it has taken on different elements 

throughout time and regions.  This course focuses on the transatlantic slave trade that has been described as one of the 

worst iterations of the horrible practice as it sought not just to use and abuse humans for labor, but, disrupted family 

structures in irreparable ways. 

The beginning of the transatlantic slave trade started with the Portuguese who found ways to approach the west African 

coast 

http://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/734100/ch20_3.pdf 

Students will also use the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database below to reconstruct a voyage of a slave ship. 

https://slavevoyages.org/ 

Some questions students will consider while writing the paper: 

The name and origin of the ship 

Where slaves were purchased 

Who purchased the slaves? 

How many were sold at that particular site? 

How many arrived at their final destination? 

What were these societies like?  

What was the average length of the voyage 

What conditions were conditions aboard the slave vessels? 

How is the experience described by:  The Captain, the Crew, and the enslaved? 

 How long did the voyage take? What would the shipboard experience of a slave be? Sailor? Captain?  

Use maps, charts, tables, etc., that are provided in the website.   

 

GRADING PROCEDURES 

Please remember:  As this is a blended class, it is important for you to complete all assigned work, so the face-to-face 

and online portions of the class work well together.  I want you to gain the most from this class each session.  Class 

sessions will be based on a combination of assigned readings, videos shown in class (or online), music and other media 

used in instruction. 

The grading scale is below: 

Class Participation (25%): Students must be present on line to perform the assigned work. 

http://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/734100/ch20_3.pdf
https://slavevoyages.org/
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After reading appropriate assignments, be prepared to participate in a critical discussion of the material.   I encourage 

you to ask questions and to be polite if you disagree with a classmate or with the instructor.  At times, students may be 

asked to lead virtual classroom discussions of various topics. 

 

Slave Trade Assignment (25%) 

See above for instructions 

 

Book Review (25%): Students will turn in a critical review essay (6-8 pages in length using Chicago Manual of Style 

citation method) (We will review this in class) 

The book review will be based on a list of suggested books.  (To be supplied soon) Use outside sources to substantiate 

and buttress your thesis.  A full description of the assignment is forthcoming.  Briefly, the review is not a report.  You will 

be asked to summarize and analyze issues discussed in the book using historical interpretation and critical thinking. 

Online PowerPoint Presentation (25%): You will also be asked to give a virtual oral presentation on your chosen book.  

Presentations will be given during the final in class meeting(s). Detailed information is forthcoming. 

 

This course consists of the following graded items: 

Participation 25% 3.18.19 

to 

5.8.19 

Slavery Assignment 15% 3.25.19 

Book Review Project 20% 4.10.19 

Oral Presentation/Book Review 20% 5.1.19 

Final Project 20% 5.8.19 

Total 100%  

The grading scale, based on 100 percent, is as follows: 

A = 90–100 

B = 80–89 

C = 70–79 

D = 60–69 

F = 0–59 

 

NOTE:  Dates of assignment deadlines are subject to change.  This course will be augmented by ancillary reading 

assignments, videos, music, and other media.   
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Meeting 1 

Introduction and overview.  Film: “Different but Equal” 

Reading:  Thornton, pp. 13-42 

 

Meeting 2 

Lecture/Discussion -Slavery in Africa  

Reading: Thornton, pp. 43-71 

Slavery Assignment Due 

 

Meeting 3 

Lecture/Discussion and Working with the Slave Trade Database  

Reading: Thornton, pp. 72-97 

Film, “Africans in America” 

 

Meeting 4 

Lecture/Discussion - Includes Ships, Crews, and Cargoes  

Reading: Thornton, pp. 98-128 

 

Meeting 5 

Lecture/Discussion Five – Including Life and Death in the Ocean Crossing   

Documentary: TBD 

Reading: Thornton, pp. 152-182 

 

 

Meeting 6 

Lecture/Discussion Six: Impact of the Slave Trade in Africa and the Americas   

Reading:  Thornton, pp. 206-234 
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Meeting 7 

Lecture/Discussion Seven: Antislavery and Abolition of the Slave Trade  

Film: “Africans in America” 

Reading: 235-271 

Book Review Projects (Paper) 

 

Meeting 8 

Lecture/Discussion: Becoming a Slave 

Power Points on Book Reviews Due 

Reading: Thornton, pp. 272-325 

AND pp. 304-325 


