
 

 
 
 
Course Code and Title: PO 112 American Politics and Government  
 
Course Description:  American Politics and Government examines the institutions, values, and 
issues that define the American political community. In particular, it will focus on the ideals that 
continue to animate American political culture—equality, liberty, and democracy—and how these 
principles are and are not realized in practice. The course also covers the structure of American 
government, including Congress, the Presidency, the courts, and bureaucracy. (AMC Course 
Catalogue 156). 
 

PROGRAM AND COURSE OFFERING INFORMATION 
 
Program:  School of Professional and Graduate Studies 
 
Session (Mod or Semester):  Mod. 
 
Class Meetings (Days of Week):  Tuesday / Saturday online  
  
 
Delivery method: Online 
 
Number of Credits:  3  
 
Textbook and Supplementary Readings:   
Katznelson, Ira et. Al. The Politics of Power: A Critical Introduction to American Government 
Other assigned readings on eLearning or handouts 
   
This course is designated a “B” course within the Albertus General Education curriculum, 
designed to “introduce and model how different academic disciplines offer distinctive approaches 
for gaining insight into the world and which examine the role that culture plays in informing one’s 
understanding of self, society, and the world” (AMC Course Catalogue 58). In order to accomplish 
this goals, the readings selected for this course make use of the historical research of the field and 
allow us to undertake a rigorous investigation of specialized themes, and professional terminology 
used within the discipline. By the end of the semester, you will be familiar not only with the 
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specialized language of Political Science, but also many of the various methods of the field as well 
as the ‘angle of vision’ on the world that emerges from this discipline. 
 
As a political science class, American Politics aims to develop students’ capacities for critical and 
creative political analysis through the study of American Politics and the rigorous interpretation 
of its contemporary and historical political dynamics. It is expected that by the end of this course, 
you will have a good working understanding of the mechanism of government, an appreciation for 
the historical development of these  
mechanisms, how they function in the present day, and what current debates and controversies 
inform their dynamic nature. You should also develop an appreciation for the depths of politics 
today: how important politics is in the everyday lives of citizens and how many issues impact our 
lives on a regular basis. The end result of this will hopefully be an enlarged engagement with not 
only these issues, but an enlarged sense of yourself as a citizen in a contemporary political 
community. I hope that this course causes you to reflect on your own sense of self as a political 
actor and citizen and leads to a heightened engagement with issues of political responsibility, social 
awareness, and the necessity of engagement. 
 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Name:  Eric Schoeck  
 
College email:  eschoeck@albertus.edu 
 
Contact (phone): (203) 672-6775 
 
Office Hours:  Tuesday / Thursday 1:30-4 or by appointment 
 
Additional contact info: Text only: (203) 444-4471  

Instructor Biography:  see Albertus Magnus College faculty page 

 

COURSE POLICIES 
 
Tradition of Honor: As a member of the Albertus Magnus College Community, each student 
taking this course agrees to uphold the principles of honor set forth by this community, to defend 
these principles against abuse or misuse, and to abide by the regulations of the College. To this 
end, every student must write and sign the following statement at the end of each examination: “I 
declare the Honor Pledge.”  
 
Intellectual Honesty:  Plagiarism is a serious offense against academic integrity and intellectual 
honesty. In completing written assignments, the student must work independently unless the class 
instructor indicates otherwise. It is important for students to understand that they must reference 
the sources for all direct quotes, for the rephrasing of information from an outside source, and for 
ideas borrowed from readings. Students will be required to use APA format when referencing 
sources. Failure to cite appropriate references in any of these instances results in an act of 
plagiarism, intentional or unintentional. If it has been determined that a student has plagiarized an 



assignment, the student will be penalized by either a grade reduction or a zero for the assignment. 
The instructor will report instances of plagiarism to the college administration.  
 
Writing Guidelines:  The writing guidelines for this course will follow the American 
Psychological Association’s (APA) style format standards.  Referenced pages must be correctly 
formatted and alphabetized; sources must be appropriate to the assignment, correctly cited, and 
traceable; and the number of citations and sources must be adequate for each paper.  Citing your 
sources properly requires following the APA style format rules.  Please use the documentation 
guidelines found in your citation manual or through the online Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL). 
 
Appropriate Classroom Conduct: Students are expected to show a respect for order, the rights 
of others, and to exemplify a sense of honor and integrity in the classroom. Student conduct is 
considered an integral part of the educational process. Therefore, no student should be denied the 
right to learn as a direct result of disruptions in the classroom. Active learning, open inquiry, and 
the free expression of informed opinion are the foundations of a liberal education at Albertus 
Magnus College. However, student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct 
the class is prohibited. Students are expected to be considerate and respectful of the rights, views, 
and interests of other students and faculty. The faculty member will take appropriate action if 
students do not abide by these rules. 
 
Accommodations for Special Needs: Please advise the instructor of any special problems at the 
beginning of the semester. Those students seeking accommodation based on disabilities should 
provide a Faculty Contact Sheet obtained through the Academic Development Center (Room 314) 
in Aquinas Hall, 203-773-8564.  
 
Blended and Online Course Etiquette:  This course involves use of the Albertus eLearning 
system online.   It is important to maintain appropriate professional interactions with your 
classmates and Instructor in the online environment.  Please click the following link to review the 
Albertus policies regarding proper etiquette for interaction in all blended and online course work:   
Link to Albertus’s Netiquette Guide 
 
Withdrawing from a Course: It is the responsibility of the student to officially drop or 
withdraw from a course.  However, failure to attend a course for 14 calendar days may result in 
an administrative withdrawal from the course. The policies on course withdrawals and 
administrative withdrawals may be found online at  
 http://www.albertus.edu/policy-reports/academic-policies-regulations-eug#apgr 
 
Albertus Magnus College Definition of a Credit Hour:  Albertus Magnus College adheres to 
the definition of a credit hour as defined by Federal Regulation 34CFR600.2 as passed by the 
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Postsecondary Education. The College’s definition of a 
credit hour is as follows: 
 

• A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and 
verified by evidence of student achievement that reasonably approximates not less than –  

 

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of 
out of class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester 
or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time; or 



(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition 
for other academic activities as established by the College including laboratory work, 
internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of 
credit hours. [from:  eLearning site, “Faculty Resources.” ] 

 

COURSE GRADING AND ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
 
 
On-line Attendance Policy:  Students are required to participate in Forum postings as a way to develop a 
learning community and engage in conversation outside the onground classroom. Forum postings are 
located in eLearning. Each week the Forum prompt will be posted by the instructor after Wednesday 
night’s class. Students should respond by Saturday midnight. Failure to respond by this deadline will 
result in an absence being recorded for the online attendance for the week. 
 
Student comments in Forum should reflect a familiarity with the readings and a thoughtfulness that 
demonstrates an engagement with the content. Forum postings should be between two and four paragraphs 
long. Think of these postings as “formal” writing; therefore, use of Standard Written English is required. 
Always use the text under consideration to ground your claims. In other words, be specific and use examples 
from the text to support your statements. 
 
You may miss one class session without penalty to your attendance. If you miss two sessions online, your 
course grade will automatically be penalized ½ a letter grade. If you miss three sessions, your course grade 
will automatically be penalized one full letter grade.  
If you miss four consecutive sessions, you will automatically be withdrawn from the course. 
 
 
 
 
Grading Policy and Methods of Assessment:  
 

Online Elements Score or Percentage of Grade 
Brief Reflection Papers (2) 10 
Quiz   5 
Presentation 10 
Forum Posts 25 
Response to Classmates’ Posts   5 
Final Paper 25 
Final 20 

 
 
 
 
 



 

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
By the completion of this course, each student will be able to: 
 

• Describe constitutional foundations of the American system of government and the 
political process of this system.  
 

• Assess basic institutions of American government, including the presidency, Congress, 
the federal courts, and the federal bureaucracy.  
 

• Analyze Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments to the Constitution, and assess 
evolution of civil rights in America.  
 

• Define formation of public policy and what institutions, groups, and processes influence 
public policy, with particular attention to the media.  
 

• Define the American political process, the influence of political parties, and the nature of 
political rhetoric.  

 
 
Learning Outcomes:  
 
By completion of this course, each student should know/demonstrate a: 
 

• Understanding of the three main branches of government and the checks and balances of 
each 
 

• Knowledge of the constitutional underpinnings of the American political process 
 

• Knowledge of the individual Bill of Rights and their importance 
 

• Knowledge of the “civil rights” amendments and their importance in American history and 
the legal process, especially the 14th Amendment 
 

• Understanding of basic civil liberties and civil rights in American history and the American 
legal process 
 

• Understanding of the role of interest groups, economics, and social movements as they 
affect the American government 

 
 



WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Week One 
 
Topic:  The Constitution 

Learning Objectives:   
1. Describe constitutional foundations of the American system of government and the 

political process of this system.  
2. Define and describe the historical, philosophical, and economical foundations of the 

American constitutional form of government and its political system. 3. 
3. Define and evaluate foundations of American government, including American political 

beliefs, and how these foundations are incorporated into the political system. 4. 
4. Examine and evaluate the Constitution and the amendment process. 5. 
5. Assess the American system of constitutional law, its interpretation, and its development. 

 
Reading Assignments:   

The Constitution: Preamble / Bill of Rights 

The Politics of Power Chapter 1 

Online Discussion Forum Topic #1:  Introductions 

 Due Date and Time for Post: by Tuesday, midnight 

Online Discussion Forum Topic #2:  The Constitution 

 Due Date and Time for Post:  by Saturday, midnight 

  
 
Week Two 
 
Topic:  The Bill of Rights 

Learning Objectives:   

1. Analyze and assess the Bill of Rights, its development and interpretation, and its 
application to American government today.  

2. 2. Analyze the development of civil rights and the civil rights movement in America, since 
the adoption of the Bill of Rights and the relevant amendments.  

3. 3. Examine the nature of the explosion of individual rights and the development of the 
concept of group rights and entitlement.  



4. 4. Discuss and survey constitutional law cases as they apply to the Bill of Rights and civil 
rights. 
 

Reading Assignments:  The Bill of Rights 

                                       “Eight Basic Facts about the Bill of Rights” 

                                       ACLU: “A Brief History of the Bill of Rights” 

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 1:  The Bill of Rights  

 Due Date and Time for Post:  by Tuesday, midnight 

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 2:  The Bill of Rights  

 Due Date and Time for Post:  by Saturday, midnight 

  

Week Three 
 
Topic:  The Presidency 

Learning Objectives:   

1. Describe the history and evolution of power of the US Presidency 

2. Articulate the separation of powers between the three branches of government 

3. Understand the relationship between the President and the entire executive branch 

Reading Assignment:  The Politics of Power chapter 6 

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 1:  Presidential powers  

 Due Date and Time for Post:  by Tuesday, midnight 

Online Discussion Forum Topic #2:  Presidential responsibilities   

 Due Date and Time for Post:  by Saturday, midnight 

 
Week Four 
 
Topic:  The Congress 

Learning Objectives:   



1. Understand the constitutional responsibilities and functions of the Congress in the 

American political system 

2. Articulate the similarities and differences between the House and the Senate   

3. Recognize the historical and political influences affecting the Congress 

Reading Assignment:  The Politics of Power chapter 7 

Online Discussion Forum Topic:  The Congress: Roles and Responsibilities 

            Due Date and Time for Post:  by Tuesday, midnight 

Online Discussion Forum Topic:  Researching members of Congress 

 Due Date and Time for Post: by Saturday, midnight 

 Other Notes and/or Activities: Begin paper due in week seven 

 
 
Week Five 
 
Topic:  The Courts 

Learning Objectives:   

1. Understand the constitutional responsibilities and functions of the federal courts in the 

American legal and political system 

2. Articulate the historical development of the Supreme Court, including judicial review 

3. Understand the differences between the federal and state court systems 

Reading Assignment: The Politics of Power chapter 8 

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 1:  Judicial Activism and Restraint 

Due Date and Time for Post:  Tuesday, midnight 

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 2: The Courts, Incorporation, and Brown v. Board of Education 

 Due Date and Time for Post:  Saturday, midnight 



Other Notes and/or Activities:  Continue writing paper due Saturday in Week Seven 

 
Week Six 
 
Topic:  Democracy, Capitalism, and the Political Economy 

Learning Objectives:   

1. Understand the essential development ad nature of capitalism 

2. Articulate how capitalism intersects and affects the American political system 

3. Recognize how political players, including the President and the Congress impact the 

course of the political economy 

Reading Assignment:  The Politics of Power chapters 2 and 3 

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 1:  Wealth Inequality and the Intersection of Politics and 

Economics 

 Due Date and Time for Post:  Tuesday, midnight 

Online Discussion Forum # 2: Wealth Inequality part two 

 Due Date and Time for Post:  Saturday, midnight 

Other Notes and/or Activities:  Continue writing paper due next week 

 
Week Seven 
 
Topic:  Social Policy 

Learning Objectives:   

1. Understand the historical development and influences of social groups and movements in 

American politics 

2. Articulate the nature of social policy 

3. Understand the history of federal legislation reflecting social policy 



4. Define public policy and how public policy is formed in the United States   
 
Reading Assignment:  The Politics of Power chapter 10 

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 1: The New Deal / The Great Society 

 Due Date and Time for Post:  Tuesday, midnight  

Online Discussion Forum Topic # 2:  The Great Society / The New Deal / 

 Due Date and Time for Post:  Saturday, midnight  

Description of Homework Assignments:  Submit final Paper 

 Due Date and Time:  by Saturday. midnight 

 Estimated Duration:  5 hours 

Other Notes and/or Activities:  Prepare for Final  

 
 
Week Eight 
 
Topic:  Evaluations / End of course 

Learning Objective:   

Students will demonstrate understanding of essential elements of the American political 

system in an end of course final. 

Reading Assignment:  Review text and notes for course final due Wednesday,  

Other Notes and/or Activities:   Complete the end-of-course survey 

 

This syllabus may be revised as needed. 

Be sure to check the eLearning page for this course for any updates / changes. 

 eLearning is always current. 

 
 


