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This course will survey the development of the graphic novel and discuss issues raised by this art 
form such as: depictions of violence, gender, history, and art style. Students will discuss and 
debate how meanings emerge from the graphic novel as an art form. Readings will be informed 
by a diversity of theoretical perspectives and will center on the relationships between graphic 
novels, high art, comic books, popular culture, and the adaptation of this form into anime, 
soundtracks, and fan productions.  

Course Objectives 
This course is intended to provide the student with continued opportunities to: 

 encounter a range of graphic novels and comic art (and adaptations) 
 study the graphic novel and related literature in the context of its history and culture  
 understand critical methodologies and  apply them to literary and cultural texts  
 practice critical thinking and writing about art, literature, and culture 

 

Course Outcomes  

By the end of this course students should be able to: 

 Develop a thesis about a text/artwork and support that thesis with textual evidence  
 Analyze a cultural text in detail and locate it in social, economic, political and/or literary 

history  
 Recognize and develop multiple analyses for a single text  
 Analyze a text in light of other literary texts – including film, comic books, and music 
 Make connections between modern graphic novels, fan productions, and official 

productions  
 
 
 



 
Policies and Procedures  
Alderson Broaddus University is committed to creating and fostering a learning environment 
based on open communication and mutual respect. This is an integral part of the University’s 
academic mission. Therefore, if a student chooses to confide in a member of the Alderson 
Broaddus faculty regarding an issue of sexual misconduct or any form of discrimination, that 
faculty member is obligated to inform the Alderson Broaddus Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX 
Coordinator will assist the student in connecting with all possible resources both on and off 
campus. This classroom upholds the university’s commitment to social justice and discrimination 
of any kind will not be tolerated. We will discuss course policies and procedures during the first 
week of class, so come prepared with questions about attendance, intellectual integrity, and any 
other concerns you may have.  
 
Disability Services:  
If you are a student with a disability and would like to discuss eligibility for accommodations, 
please visit ACES on the third floor of Burbick. ACES supports students with disabilities and 
coordinates provisions of services between students and faculty. Contact Amy Hopkins Mason 
for assistance: masonar@ab.edu or (304) 457-6274.  
 
Professionalism and Community  
Entering college is very much like embarking on a career. Secondary education (high school) is 
compulsory, whereas college is elective. Much like any other chosen career, you come to 
university to advance yourself. In order to do so, you must maintain a high level of 
professionalism in your courses. In order to do this, you should arrive on time, address your 
peers and instructor (in both written and verbal communication) with respect, and be prepared to 
participate. I will do my utmost to create a classroom that promotes respect and community, but 
it is something largely in your hands. We may discuss sensitive issues. You must always treat 
your fellow writers with respect during class discussion and during peer review. Personal 
expression and an ability to properly engage in argumentation are key to this class, and our work 
is best achieved in a safe and respectful environment.  
 
 
Late Work Policy: 

You have one 72 hour extension built into this syllabus. If you would like to use your extension, 
please contact the instructor. Otherwise, all work must be turned in on time to receive credit. 
Late work will not be accepted.  

Submitting Online Assignments 

 Each assignment will have a designated mode of submission (completed on Moodle, emailed to 
instructor, uploaded to Turnitin drop box, etc.).  It is your responsibility to follow directions as to 
how to deliver your work.  Assignments submitted differently from the mode stipulated (for 
example, emailed to instructor instead of Turnitin drop box) will not be accepted. 

 



All assignments must be submitted by 11:55 PM on the due date.  Submission deadlines are set 
for Eastern Daylight Time.  If you are located in a different time zone, make sure you calculate 
what that means for you so that you can post on time or ahead of time. 

Exercises, quizzes and timed papers will close at midnight! 

I will open quizzes, exercises, and timed papers a few days before the due date.  It is OK to 
complete them as soon as they become available (but not until you have read the material that is 
included in the quiz or on which exercise discussion is based). 

Receipt conformation, instructor feedback, and grading: 

When you submit an assignment by email, I will send you a brief “Thank you” not confirming 
that I have received the file and that is has no technical or other problems (the file is correctly 
named, opens, and has the right content, etc.).  If you submitted an assignment by email but have 
not received conformation within 24 hours, chances are your submission has not reached me. I 
grade assignments completed on Moodle (exercises, quizzes, and timed papers) over the 
weekend, so you should see your grades posed by the beginning of the week. 

Class Communication: 
Although some information about specific assignments and due dates may be altered with 
appropriate notification, in general the information in this syllabus is considered binding on all of 
us.  I am responsible for conducting the course according to the terms outlined in this syllabus, 
and you are responsible for knowing what those terms are and conducting yourself accordingly. 

In addition to the syllabus, the primary venue for communication in an online class is Moodle 
(Announcements from Your Instructor section) and email.  You should check both the 
course site on Moodle and your ABU Gmail regularly. 

As this is a writing course, it is expected that your emails will follow the form and standards of 
formal English. I reserve the right to delete emails that are rendered incomprehensible due to 
missing punctuation, unclear prose, or an unidentified sender. Some tips: In the first few weeks 
of class, it is helpful if you identify your course section. Before sending an email, please consult 
your syllabus. If I have asked for an assignment by email, you will receive confirmation that I 
have received the document. If you do not receive confirmation, please contact me. I check email 
several times a day; if you do not hear from me within 24 hours, please send a second email  
 

IGNORANCE ABOUT THE INFORMATION INCLUDED IN ANY PART OF THIS 
SYLLABUS, ANNOUNCED ON MOODLE, OR COMMUNICATED VIA EMAIL WILL 
NOT BE REGARDED AS A VALID EXCUSE FOR ANY FAILURE TO COMPLETE 
ASSIGNMENTS OR MEET EXPECTATIONS. 

Policies Relating to the Covid-19 Pandemic 



In the event that you get sick or are tested positive for COVID 19 then it is your 
responsibility to immediately contact me and inform me of the illness. If you test 
positive, you will not be penalized and will be permitted to make up assignments after 
your 10-14 day quarantine.  

a.     Students who are ill or quarantined cannot be punished academically. Students 
will be given the opportunity to make up any missed assignments or tests, 
although they may receive an alternative assignment. The major difference 
between sick and quarantined students is  

•       Quarantined students are those placed in isolation due to exposure to 
Covid-19 who have not yet tested positive. We expect these students to be 
working through their course material while they are in quarantine. 

•       Sick students have tested positive for Covid-19 and are exhibiting 
symptoms. These students will be provided the opportunity to make material 
up once they return to health. 

•       In both scenarios, regular and continuing communication between the 
student and faculty will be critical.  

 

Computer, Internet, and Technical Skills Requirements 

For an online class, it is critical that you have a reliable computer and a reliable fast Internet 
connection.  If your equipment and Internet connection are outdated, slow, or unreliable, make 
arrangements for using another computer for this class.  Talk to friends and family members; 
check your local public library or community college – having access to a reliable computer and 
a fast Internet connection will save you a lot of time and will make your work easier. 

Even if you have a new computer and a fast Internet connection, it’s a good idea to have a back-
up plan for emergency. 

Make sure you have access to a printer to create hard copies of all course material and that you 
have a way to back up all your work (flash drive). 

Finally, assess your word-processing software skills.  Make sure you have a recent version of 
Microsoft Word or some other compatible program and that you know how to use it.  If you have 
little word-processing experience, use the Help function of your word-processing program to 
practice some basic operations: open and save file, set margins, cut and paste, etc. 

Print and save everything for your records. Save all planning materials, drafts with instructor 
comments, as well as your posts and responses in the order in which you did them. 

Required Texts 
 

1. How to read comics – Scott McCloud. Understanding Comics. ISBN: 978-0060976255 



2. Narrative history – Art Spiegelman. The Complete Maus. ISBN: 978-0679406419 
3. The superhero - Batman: Death of Family ISBN: 978-1401246020 
4. American manga – ElfQuest – available online 
5. Manga: A man and his cat  

 
 

Plagiarism  
In the world that you have entered, the world of academia, plagiarism and cheating are “dark and 
bloody crimes.” Clear cases of either will lead to failure of this course. (Kappel, Gary. “Syllabus 
for 306”). As a condition of taking this course, all required papers may be subject to submission 
for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers 
will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers  
 
Standard of Work  
Your evaluation in this course is based primarily on several major responses, which we will 
discuss in detail as each is assigned. You will also be responsible for small writing assignments 
and activities. As this is a college course, you are expected to be comfortable with the mechanics 
of writing. Also, please consider me among your resources – I will look over your work as often 
as you want me to. Final grades in the course will be determined on the basis of points earned. 
To earn a grade of A in the course, you must earn at least 90% of the possible points; for a B, 80-
89%; for a C, 70-79%; for a D, 60-69%. You may discuss your grades with me at any time. I 
encourage you to keep a notebook with a running tally of points earned for classroom activities 
and small assignments. You should also keep all materials that are returned to you for the 
duration of the course. Please note: due to the volume of revisions I receive, I will not answer 
emails about grades the week before midterms or the week before finals. I will not calculate or 
estimate the number of revisions you need to do to receive a certain score; if you are concerned, I 
recommend revising all essays.  
 
 
Assignment Breakdown  
 
Course Requirements: You will be expected to keep up with the course readings, think and 
write about course texts, and participate in class. 

- Discussion boards (600 point) 
- Genre response (100 points) 
- Art analysis (100 points) 
- Character analysis (100 points) 
- Small assignments (100 points) 

 

Week One  Class Schedule Homework 
Monday 6/28 Review syllabus, Moodle 

requirements 
Instructor videos: syllabus 
and introduction 



Begin reading Understanding 
Comics  

Tuesday 6/29 Video: History of comic 
books 
Discussion board #1: 
Introduce yourself (due 7/5) 
continue Understanding 
Comics  

Instructor videos 
Continue Understanding 
Comics 
 

Wednesday 6/30 Last day to drop/add 
Understanding Comics 

Understanding Comics  
Review reading notes 
assignment  

Thursday 7/1 Understanding Comics Instructor videos  
Friday 7/2 Discussion board #2: 

Insights from Understanding 
Comics (due 7/9)  
Complete Understanding 
Comics 

Begin The Complete Maus  
Video: introduction to WWII 
 

 

Week Two Class Schedule Homework 
Monday 7/5 Discussion board #1 due 

Instructor videos – the 
challenge of Maus 

Continue Maus 

Tuesday 7/6 Response #1 assigned: the 
limits and possibilities of 
comics (genre response – due 
7/13) 

Continue Maus 

Wednesday 7/7 Continue Maus  Instructor videos 
Thursday 7/8 Complete Maus 

Video: History of Batman 
Instructor videos 
Begin Death of the Family 

Friday 7/9 Continue Batman 
Batman in lyrics (links) 
Discussion board #2 due  

Discussion board #3: the 
many faces of Batman (due 
67/16) 

 

Week Three Class Schedule Homework 
Monday 7/12 Continue Batman  
Tuesday 7/13 Response 1 due 

Continue Batman 
 

Wednesday 7/14 Discussion board #2 due 
Response two assigned (art 
response) due 7/21 
Complete Batman  

 

Thursday 7/15 Videos: women and comics, 
narrative cinema  

Begin Elfquest(Issues 1-2) 
Instructor intro and power 
point 



Friday 7/16 Discussion board #3 due  
Continue ElfQuest 
(Issues 3-4) 

Instructor videos  

 

Week Four Class Schedule Homework 
Monday 7/19 Discussion board #4: Gender 

representations (due 6/18) 
Writing Day for Response 2 

 

Tuesday 7/20 Continue ElfQuest 
(Issues 5-6) 

 

Wednesday 7/21 Response 2 due 
Continue ElfQuest 
(Issues 7-8) 

 

Thursday 7/22 Continue ElfQuest 
(Issues 9-10) 

Continue ElfQuest 
(Issues 11-12) 

Friday 7/23 Continue ElfQuest 
(Issues 13-14) 
Response #3 assigned 
(character response) Due 
8/5 

Continue ElfQuest (Issues 15-
16) 

 

Week Five  Class Schedule Homework 
Monday 7/26 Continue ElfQuest 

(Issues 17-18) 
Final discussion board 
assigned (Due 8/5) 

Complete ElfQuest 
(Issues 19-20) 

Tuesday 7/27 Introduction to Manga video Instructor Videos  
Wednesday 7/28 Read A Man and His Cat Instructor Videos 
Thursday 7/29 Continue A Man and His Cat Instructor Videos 
Friday 7/30 Continue A Man and His Cat Instructor Videos 

 

Week Six Class Schedule Homework 
Monday 8/2 Writing Day for response : 

please email instructor with 
any questions 

 

Tuesday 8/3 Writing day for revisions if 
needed; email instructor for 
conferences if needed 

 

Wednesday 8/4 Conference Day  
Thursday 8/5 Response 3 due 

Final discussion due 
Any revisions due 
Final day of classes 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


