
CHR335/535 – CHURCH HISTORY  
ANDERSON UNIVERSITY, ANDERSON, SC 
 
I. Course Information 
 
CHR 335/535: History of Christianity/Church History 
Catalogue Summary: Survey of the history of the Christian church 
Dates: 
Time: Online 
Place: Online 
 
II. Instructor Information 
 
Professor:  
Office:  
Email:  
Office hours:  By appointment 
Phone:  
 
III. Course Purpose, Goals, And Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the story of the Christian  
church from the New Testament era to the present day. We will focus 
especially on historical theology but with due attention to political, social, and 
cultural history as well. 
 
Learning Objectives: Upon successful completion of the course, students will  
be able to: 
 

1. Articulate what church history is and why and how we should study it. 
2. Identify the major persons, places, events, and ideas in each era of 

church history: Patristic, Medieval, Reformation, Post-Reformation, 
Modern, and Postmodern. 

3. Demonstrate an awareness of the political, social, and cultural factors      
behind the developments of church history. 

4. Reflect critically on the lessons of church history for contemporary 
Christian faith and practice. 

 
 

IV. Method(s) Of Assessing Achievement Of Student Learning Outcomes 



A variety of methods – including tests, papers, quizzes, and in-class 
discussions – will be used to determine the level at which each student is 
achieving the learning objectives outlined. 
Although unlikely, the professor reserves the right to alter, add to, or delete  
requirements of the syllabus based upon the professor's judgment of what is 
best for the educational purposes of a particular class.  Changes in class 
requirements and their influence on the final grade for the course will be 
discussed in class in advance and posted on Canvas. 
 
V. Student Feedback and Grading Policies and Procedures 
 
Your final grade will be based on the following criteria: 
 
335 Assignment Breakdown 
Discussion Boards (6x25):  150 
Weekly quizzes (6x50):   300 
Two major exams (2x200): 400 
Historical Theology Paper: 150 
 
Total Points:   1000 
 
535 Assignment Breakdown 
 
Discussion Boards (6x12.5): 75 
Weekly quizzes (6x50):  300 
Two major exams (2x200): 400 
Historical Theology Paper: 150 
Book Review:   75 
 
Total Points:   1000 
 
Assignments 

1. Discussion Boards: During the weeks indicated in the course 
calendar, the students will respond concisely and thoughtfully (200-250 
words) to a discussion question posted in Canvas. In addition, each 
student should interact with at least two of his or her classmates' posts 
during the week of the discussion board. Successful interaction will 
entail more than simply stating agreement with a previous post (e.g. "I 
really agree with what you wrote" is not acceptable). Be sure to get your 
initial post in at least 2-3 days before the deadline each week so you’re 
your classmates have a chance to read and interact with your post.  



2. Reading Quizzes: During the weeks indicated in the course calendar, 
the students will take quizzes on the reading required for that week 
and/or the weeks since the previous quiz. The questions will objective in 
nature (multiple choice, true/false, etc.). 

3. Two Major Exams: On the days indicated on the course schedule, 
there will be two major exams: a midterm and a final. The questions will 
cover the lecture material and may include both objective (multiple 
choice, true/false, etc.) and/or subjective (short answer, essay, etc.) 
questions. The exams will be cumulative, but the final exam will only 
cover the material after the midterm. 

4. Historical Theology Paper: Each student will write a major paper on a 
theological debate and will argue for a particular position on that debate, 
using both primary and secondary sources. Students may choose one 
of the following topics: 
• Who are the proper subjects of baptism: believers only or believers 

and their infant/young children? 
• What is the most biblical understanding of what takes place in the 

Lord’s Supper: transubstantiation, consubstantiation, the spiritual 
presence of the risen Christ, or memorialism? 
 

The paper should include the following sections: 
• Introduction to the issue and its relevance 
• Survey of the historical positions taken on the issue (using primary  

sources) 
• Defense of the student’s own position, including an explanation of how  

church history informs that position 
• Concluding reflections 

 
The paper should be well researched and should cite at least five primary  
sources and at least three secondary sources.  The paper should be 8-10 
pages in length (double-spaced, in Times New Roman 12 pt. font, and with 1”  
margins all around) and written with excellent grammar and spelling. It  
should include a bibliography (in addition to the 8-10 pages). 
 
5.  Additional Assignments for 535 Students—Book Review and Zoom  
Sessions: CHR535 students will complete a book review of the Marsden  
book. We may host some Zoom sessions throughout the term to discuss the  
book. The review should be 5-7 pages in length and should include the  
following sections. 
a.   Introduction to the book (1/2 page) 
b.   Summary of the book’s thesis and contents (1-2 pages) 



c.   Critical Evaluation detailing at least three strengths and three  
      weaknesses (3-4 pages) 
d.   Personal reflection on the book (1/2 page) 
 
Quality Points Grading Scale: 
A = 89.5-100 
B = 79.5-89 
C = 69.5-79 
D = 59.5-69 
F = 59.4 and below 
 
VI. Content Outline Method(s) Of Instruction  
 
VII. Assignments and Course Calendar 
 
VIII. Textbook(s) And Supplementary Readings  
 
IX. Computer and Information Technology Usage; E-Mail Policy,  
Statement on Permission Or Prohibition Of Recording Lectures/Class  
Meetings 
 
Students must have access to a functional computer with internet access so 
that they can access course information on Canvas and can complete written  
assignments. Students should notify the instructor of any technical issues. It is  
the student’s responsibility to rectify any technical problems in a timely 
manner so that they do not fall behind in the course. 
 
Email Policy: All students are expected to establish and maintain an e-mail  
address on the Anderson University e-mail system. Students are expected to  
check their e-mail at least once each week during the Fall and Spring 
semesters. (The instructor may require student to check their email more 
frequently.) Students are responsible for all material, assignments, and 
announcements sent by e-mail. Ignorance of course requirements, instructor 
statements and directions, and University announcements or policy 
statements sent through University e-mail is not an acceptable excuse for 
failure to meet the requirements of a course or to adhere to University policy. 
 
Recording Policy: Recording of lectures is permitted. Recordings can be used  
only to assist the individual student in that class.  Publishing, distributing, or  
using classroom recordings in violation of these restrictions is a violation of 
the student code of conduct and may be a violation of federal copyright laws. 



X. Course Policies; Attendance, Withdrawal Deadlines for The Course  
(Last Day to Withdraw Without Charge and Last Day to Withdraw  
With W) Academic Honesty 
 
Attendance/participation: For seated and hybrid classes, students are  
expected to attend and actively participate in all class meetings. Each student 
will be permitted 3 absences with no distinction being made between excused 
and unexcused. Students who miss 4-5 classes will receive an additional final 
grade deduction of one-half letter grade per day. Students missing 6 or more 
classes should not expect to pass the course. For online classes, students are 
expected to log into Canvas often and to submit all assignments in a timely 
fashion. For any type of section, the professor reserves the right to reduce the 
student’s grade for lack of participation. 
 
Withdrawal deadlines: 
Last Day to Withdraw from a Course with No Grade (fin. responsibility after 
this date): See AU Academic Calendar 
Last Day to Withdraw from Courses: See AU Academic Calendar 
 
Academic Honesty: All written assignments must be your own original work,  
and sources must be cited properly. All quizzes and/or exams taken in class 
or online must be taken without any assistance (including but not limited to 
books, notes, friends, and web-based sources). If the instructor discovers that 
a student is cheating, the grade for that assignment will automatically be a 
zero, and the offense will be reported to the Vice President of Student 
Services. Students should read and follow carefully the Academic 
Honesty/Dishonesty Policy in the Student Handbook. 
 
XI. Learning Facilities And Resources For Students Pertinent To Course 
 
Disabilities and Academic Adjustments Policy:  
 
If you have a disability that may interfere with your learning, testing, or  
assignment completion in this course, you may be eligible to receive an 
academic adjustment to help provide you with an equal opportunity to 
participate in and benefit from this course.  Please contact Dr. Dianne King, 
Director of the Center for Student Success, who will advise you on appropriate 
documentation, determine reasonable adjustments, and notify me of any 
adjustments for which you are eligible.  Once you have been approved for an 
academic adjustment through the Center for Student Success, please discuss 
with me its appropriate implementation in this course.  Documentation must 



meet the guidelines specified by university policy, and no one else can be 
notified of your disability or adjustment without your written consent.  This 
process must be repeated for every semester you are enrolled at Anderson 
University and wish to receive an adjustment. Academic adjustments are 
intended to “level the playing field” so that students with disabilities can 
demonstrate their true abilities in their courses. Changes cannot be made to 
grades earned before a student has requested an adjustment, so please 
attend to this early in the semester.   
 
 


