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Student Learning Outcomes and Enabling Objectives 

1. Investigate the three criminological perspectives (sociological, biological, and psychological) for 

criminal behavior. 

a. Examine the sociological perspective of criminal behavior including gang culture, culture of 

poverty, substance abuse, drug trafficking, sex offenses, anti-social behavior/disorder, conduct 

disorder in juveniles, and family influence. 

b. Examine the biological perspective of criminal behavior including gender, twin studies, and the 

role of genetics and environment. 

c. Examine the psychological perspective of criminal behavior including personality disorders 

(sociopaths/psychopaths) and mental illness. 

d. Explore the contributions of various theorists related to sociological, biological, and 

psychological perspectives of criminal behavior. 

 

2. Identify the difference between abnormal and normal behavior. 

a. Explore the impact criminal profiling has on the investigation of crimes and criminal behavior. 

b. Examine characteristics and types of abnormal behavior. 

c. Examine the impact social norms/folkways/taboos have on behavior. 

d. Identify how the knowledge of normal and abnormal behavior affects the safety of a criminal 

justice professional. 

 

3. Examine historical and contemporary interventions for reducing criminal behavior. 

a. Describe specific interventions and how they have changed/developed through time. 

b. Explain the role ethics, duty, and responsibility play in identifying and obtaining interventions 

to prevent criminal behavior and recidivism. 

c. Investigate various best practices used to deter criminal behavior. 

 

4. Explore situational causes of crimes. 

a. Analyze the influence societal effects have on crime and criminal behavior. 

b. Identify how juvenile and adult personal relationship issues can lead to crime and criminal or 

abnormal behavior. 

c. Identify how knowledge of situational causes of crime affects the safety of a criminal justice 

professional. 

d. Examine drug trafficking typologies. 



5. Analyze crime statistics, reporting methods, and tools used to measure crime data. 

a. Explain the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program and how reports are used. 

b. Investigate the National Crime Victims Survey (NCVS) instruments and what they indicate about 

crime in the United States. 

c. Use crime statistics to find current trends in violent crime. 

d. Investigate why crime trends seem to be changing and may continue to change over time. 

 

6. Examine the impact that crime has on victims and their lives. 

a. Describe the effect of being victimized by a perpetrator. 

b. Explore the impact the criminal justice system can have on victims. 

  

Big Ideas and Essential Questions 

Big Ideas 
 

 Causes of criminal behavior 

o Sociological theories 

o Psychological theories 

o Biological theories 

 Abnormal behavior 

 Behavioral interventions 

 
Essential Questions 
 

1. What are the causes of crime? 

2. How do the three perspectives (sociological, biological, and psychological) attempt to explain criminal 

behavior? 

3. What is the difference between normal and abnormal behavior? 

4. Why do some people who exhibit abnormal behavior commit crimes and others do not. 

5. How do we modify behavior to reduce crime? 
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