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BIBL 216(X3): New Testament Literature 
Course Welcome 

Greetings, my fellow students of the New Testament, 

We have a great course ahead of us. Whether you have a long history of reading the New 
Testament, or if this will be your first go at these texts, I am sure this is going to be an exciting 
and challenging course for us all. In these texts we will encounter the story of Jesus, the 
adventures of Jesus’ first disciples, and even catch a glimpse of the heavenly throne room of God. 
We get to take a peek at a lot of other peoples’ mail as we look at the Letters written by Paul, 
Peter, James and others. Along with reading the New Testament as theological literature, we will 
also take a journey into the world(s) that shaped and formed these texts, and the world(s) to which 
they were written. On top of all this, we will keep a continual eye on the interpretation and function 
of these texts in the midst of the living community of faith that receives them as sacred Scripture. 

The work of reading the New Testament is a vastly complex activity in the life of the church (and 
the academy). When we go to the New Testament writings we have to wear various “hats”. We 
have to be literary critics with sensitive ears attuned to the melodies of poetic compositions. We 
have to be tenacious historians, not allowing easy answers to settle our determined desire to 
reconstruct original contexts and imagine ancient scenarios. We have to be careful and 
responsible readers of texts that portray a radically demanding (and disruptive!) social and 
political vision. We have to be reflective, philosophizing ethicists competent in contemporary 
conversations and discussions regarding pressing issues. And, most important of all, as readers 
in a long line of Church-family tradition, we have to be ready to encounter the God who created 
the universe, who made covenant with Israel, and who raised Jesus from the dead and to an 
eternal reign over creation. Therefore, we must be prepared to be encouraged, challenged, 
assaulted and transformed by our engagement with the divine Word in our very particular 
situations. 

Instructor Contact Information 
Professor: David McCabe, PhD. 

Office: Huffman Admin 304    Phone: 574-807-7055 

E-mail: David.McCabe@BethelUniversity.edu  

Best time to contact: any time by e-mail 

Instructor Email Response Policy 
Any course related email sent to the instructor will have a response either by email, phone, or 
through the LMS within 48 hours. 
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Course Description and Credit Hours 
A study of the literature, historical background, geography and significance of the books of the 
New Testament. (3 credit hours)  

Course Objectives 
At the conclusion of the course, students should be able to: 

(1) have a basic knowledge of the central message, themes, and characters of each New 
Testament writing. 

(2) have a basic understanding of the historical, geographical, and cultural setting of the 
New Testament (NT hereafter). 

(3) be able to articulate the significance of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and how 
the earliest church understood this event. 

(4) be able to describe the basic chronology and interrelation of the NT books. 

(5) be able to engage in the discussion of questions concerning the relevance of the NT 
to modern society, particularly within the Christian community of faith. 

 

Required Textbook / Materials  
Title: A good English translation of the Bible (e.g., NRSV, ESV, NASB, NIV), and access to 

multiple English translations. 
 
Title: Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and  

Theological Survey. 2nd ed. 
Author(s): Mark Allan Powell 
Publisher: Baker Academic, 2018 
Published ISBN: 978-0801099601 
 

Textbooks and other required course materials can be purchased from the online campus 
bookstore. 

Course Requirements 
Any online course activities assigned to the course are performed within Canvas.   

Additional web sites and related web-based activities, if assigned, will be accessed through the 
course or through web links provided for web sites located outside the course.  
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Final Grade Calculation 

Grade Distribution 

Assignment Point Value 
Online Discussions 50% of Final Grade [50 pts each] 
Journal Reflections  20% of Final Grade [50 pts each] 
Online Reading Worksheets 20% of Final Grade [variable points] 
Final Reading Report 10% of Final Grade [100 points] 
 
Total 

 
100%  

Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percent 
A 100% - 94% 
A- < 94% - 90% 
B+ < 90% - 87% 
B < 87% - 84% 
B- < 84% - 80% 
C+ < 80% - 77% 
C < 77% - 74% 
C- < 74% - 70% 
D+ < 70% - 67% 
D < 67% - 64% 
D- < 64% - 60% 
F < 60% and below 

Netiquette Policy 
In an online course, almost all your interactions with other people will be through the internet. 
This netiquette policy applies to all your interactions with the instructor and your fellow students, 
and you are expected to follow the guidelines outlined below. 

Respect other people and be willing to share your ideas and thoughts in a respectful way. 
Simply, respect others' views. You may disagree with someone, but do so graciously and 
constructively. Pause before writing emails or posts when you are angry, and reread what you 
wrote carefully before clicking ‘send.’ Treat others the way you wish to be treated—with respect. 

Do not post or communicate offensive or hateful content. Bethel University does not permit 
discussions that are obscene, harassing, sexually explicit, or derogatory toward individuals or 
groups. These will be deleted, and repeat offenders may be barred from future participation. 

Do not post or share personal information. Do not post or share information such as addresses, 
telephone numbers, etc., and do not post or share someone else's personal information. 
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Learning Activities and Tests 

Online Discussion (worth 50% of final grade) 

Class Participation 

In the event of classroom meeting cancelation due to a campus scheduled holiday or severe 
weather, the scheduled class session will continue online.  The following requirements are for 
online discussions: 

The student will submit an initial discussion post per discussion topic. Each discussion forum 
will have two sets of questions. The initial submission should be is a minimum of 150–250 
words. This initial discussion post must include a level of detail, analysis and reflection related to 
the discussion topic. The student is expected to cite references to support their opinion. Any use 
of references must be properly cited using APA format.  

Each student is required to reply to a minimum of two student initial posts. The student only 
needs to respond to one of the sets of questions from the fellow student’s initial post. The reply 
post is a minimum of 100 to 150 words. This post must include a level of detail, analysis and 
reflection. 

To receive the minimum points possible for a weekly discussion requires each student to post 
their initial discussion response on the regular night of the class session and two student reply 
posts by day four of the session – unless otherwise directed by the professor.  

Post / Response Guidelines 

In an online classroom the majority of discussion among class members will take place in the 
discussion forum. Online discussion forums are designed to allow the class to engage in a 
healthy dialog on the lesson topic or question being presented. However, for the dialog to 
remain productive Bethel University requires each person to conduct themselves in a 
responsible manner by following the simple guidelines below. These help to maintain a 
collaborative and congenial environment by reminding us all that, when we communicate online, 
we are still engaging real people. 

Stay on the discussion topic. Be respectful of participants and their time by staying on-topic and 
not commandeering a discussion with vague or unrelated comments. Contribute productive 
information when participating in a discussion by stating a complete and logical idea or concept. 
The goal in the discussion is to delve into a topic and “learn,” so when you post a comment stay 
on topic and explain your point of view. 

Access the discussions several times in the weekly sessions to remain current and active in the 
discussion. 

Do not post copyrighted material without the expressed, documented permission of the 
copyright holder or following proper source citation of the information, just as you would when 
writing an essay or term paper. Cite a source if you use it. 

Contact your instructor if you have any questions. 
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Weekly Assignments 

1. Class participation / Text Reading (Reading worth 10% of final grade) 

•  There will be both assigned New Testament reading and textbook reading. The Student 
is expected to have read the assigned reading *before* the Discussion Board 
Participation and to come prepared to discuss its contents. 

• Note: The Student may listen to the New Testament in audio format, and this will be 
sufficient to count as having read the primary New Testament readings. 

• The Student must be prepared to participate in class activities and discussions. If you do 
not understand something, it is your responsibility to ask for clarification. All your 
questions are welcome!  
  

2. Journal Reflections (worth 20% of final grade) 

• There are 7 student journal entries required, one for each weekly session, due the last 
night of each session.  

• You are encouraged to thoughtfully reflect on the week’s learning, write-out your 
response in WORD saving a copy for yourself, and carefully edit your submission before 
you submit your journal assignment for the professor’s review. 

• The journal MUST adequately address four areas of learning to earn the maximum 
points available for this assignment:  

o (1) all required readings for the week (NT and Powell2),  
o (2) the class discussions held in the Discussion Forum,  
o (3) the weekly online Lecture, and  
o (4) new learnings/impressions for the week.  

• Please see the Journal Assignment online for detailed instructions on what is expected. 
These reflections should be treated like academic posts, and so all references should be 
cited with APA format just like the discussion boards. 
 

3. Online Reading Worksheets (worth 20% of final grade) 

• There are reading exercises that correspond to the reading in the textbook. Their 
purpose is to encourage close reading of the material and to allow for digestion of the 
contents.  

The On-line Reading Worksheets have various forms of questions: 

o multiple select (having multiple possible correct answers. Please note: Canvas 
will deduct points for both missed correct answers and incorrect answers) 

o fill-in-the-blank (Please note: Canvas requires that answers are spelled correctly 
or they will not be counted for credit) 

o matching 
o true / false 
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Course Schedule  
Week Lesson Required Reading Assignment / Activity 

1  A discussion of the NT:  
(1) as a canonical 
document, and  
(2) as a historical 
document. 

Powell2: Chapters  
1–4 (pp. 17–93) 

 Discussion: (1) What is your personal history 
with the New Testament? And What 
exactly do you think the New Testament 
is? 

(2) What are the implications of taking into 
account the role of the Jewish, Greek 
and Roman contexts of the New 
Testament as a historical document. 

 
DUE: Journal Reflection #1 

Reading Exercise #1 
 

2  A discussion regarding:  
(1) the identity of 
Jesus and his divine 
mission, and  
(2) Jesus’ 
proclamation about the 
“kingdom of God” and 
his teaching in 
parables. 

New Testament: The 
Gospel 
according to 
Mark;  
the Gospel 
according to 
Matthew 
 

Powell2: Chapters  
5–7 (pp. 95–159) 

Discussion: (1) Who is Jesus as he is revealed 
through his ministry of healings, 
exorcisms, and interaction with social 
“outcasts”? 

(2) What is the meaning of the central 
message of Jesus’ preaching—the 
“kingdom of God”? 

 
DUE: Journal Reflection #2 

Reading Exercise #2 
 

3  A discussion regarding:  
(1) the significance of 
the death of Jesus as 
the climax of a plot 
driven by conflict and 
the “divine necessity” 
and  
(2) the significance of 
Jesus’ resurrection as 
the divine vindication 
of Jesus as the 
innocent sufferer and 
as the inauguration of 
the new creation. 

 New Testament: The 
Gospel 
according to 
Luke;  
the Gospel 
according to 
John 
 

Powell2: Chapters  
8–9 (pp. 161–203) 

Discussion: (1) What is your understanding of 
the significance of Jesus’ death: (a) as 
an event that effects salvation,  
(b) as an eschatological event, and  
(c) as an event that reveals the character 
and action of God? 

(2) What is the significance of Jesus’ 
resurrection:  
(a) as an event that inaugurates “new 
creation”, and  
(b) as the hope of Christian believers? 

 
DUE: Journal Reflection #3 

Reading Exercise #3 
 

4  A discussion regarding:  
(1) the dynamic 
beginnings of the 
earliest experiences of 
the Jesus-movement 
and its spread from 
Jerusalem out toward 
Rome as recorded in 
the Acts of the 
Apostles, and  
(2) a brief comparison 
of the many 
challenges faced by 

 New Testament: The 
Acts of the 
Apostles; 
James;  
Jude;  
the Johannine 
Letters (1, 2, 3 
John);  
1 & 2 Peter. 
 

Powell2: Chapters  
10 (pp. 205–29),  
11 (pp. 231–45),  

Discussion: (1) The significance of episodes and 
speeches in Acts for our understanding 
of (a) God,  
(b) the story of Israel, and  
(c) the image of Jesus. 

(2) How do the messages in the Catholic / 
General Epistles inform contemporary 
readers in the Church about dealing with 
conflict, both inside and outside the 
Christian community? 

 
DUE: Journal Reflection #4 

Reading Exercise #4 
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opposition from other 
Christians with diverse 
views as well as from 
those outside the 
growing Christian 
community. 

25 (pp. 461–77),  
29 (pp. 523–29),  
28 (pp. 507–21),  
26 (pp. 479–95),  
27 (pp. 497–505) 

 

5  A discussion regarding:  
(1) the basic 
apocalyptic message 
of Paul, the apostle to 
the gentiles, and  
(2) a brief survey of 
the implications of this 
message for the 
issues arising in his 
letters to the 
Corinthians and his 
close associates. 

 New Testament: 1 & 2 
Thessalonians;  
1 & 2 
Corinthians; 
Philippians;  
the Pastoral 
Letters (1 & 2 
Timothy, Titus). 
 

Powell2: Chapters  
12 (pp. 247–69),  
20 (pp. 387–401),  
21 (pp. 403–11),  
14 (pp. 289–307),  
15 (pp. 309–21),  
18 (pp. 357–69),  
22 (pp. 413–29) 

Discussion: (1) What is Paul’s Gospel, where 
did his message come from, and how did 
it win over the Roman world? 

(2) What are the implications of Paul’s 
“theology of the body” for the Corinthians 
and for us today? 

 
DUE: Journal Reflection #5 

Reading Exercise #5 
 

6  A discussion regarding:  
(1) the identity of the 
one people of God 
composed of both 
Jews and gentiles 
united by the Spirit, 
and   
(2) the cosmic Christ 
and his exalted body. 

 New Testament: 
Galatians;  
Romans;  
Ephesians;  
Colossians;  
Philemon 
 

Powell2: Chapters  
16 (pp. 323–37),  
13 (pp. 271–87),  
17 (pp. 339–55),  
19 (pp. 371–85),  
23 (pp. 431–41) 

Discussion: (1) What is your understanding of 
Paul’s teaching about “justification by 
faith” as it relates to (a) the story of 
Israel,  
(b) the “faith of Jesus Christ,” and  
(c) the role of the Holy Spirit in the midst 
of the Church? 

(2) What are the social and moral 
implications of Paul’s portrayal of the 
cosmic Christ as they relate to the 
Church? 

 
DUE: Journal Reflection #6 

Reading Exercise #6 
 

7  A discussion regarding:  
(1) the high priestly 
ministry of Jesus in the 
heavenly temple 
according to Hebrews, 
and  
(2) the heavenly 
visions of the Lamb of 
God who Overcomes 
as portrayed in the 
Book of Revelation. 

 New Testament: The 
sermon to the 
Hebrews;  
the Book of 
Revelation 
 

Powell2: Chapters  
24 (pp. 443–59),  
30 (pp. 531–51) 

Discussion: (1) Thinking about who Jesus is in 
Hebrews and how the sermon functions 
to encourage believers to live more 
faithfully, even in the face of suffering. 

(2) Thinking about  
(a) our presuppositions when we 
approach the Book of Revelation,  
(b) how it might have been heard among 
its original hearers in first-century Asia 
Minor, and  
(c) the kinds of images it provides the 
contemporary church regarding the hope 
of the End. 

 
DUE: Journal Reflection #7 

Reading Exercise #7 
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Bethel University Policies and Resources 
To view all Bethel University policies and information, please review the Student Handbook. 

Online Attendance 

Online attendance is recorded each time that you log into the learning management system. 
The academic week is seven days for an online session and is based on the night the class 
normally meets (i.e. if the class meets on Monday night then the online session will be from 
Monday night through Sunday night of the following week). To receive full credit for attending 
online, you must login AND one of the following items must be completed as directed by the 
instructor:  

• Submit an academic assignment.  
• Submit a quiz or exam.  
• Participate in a posted online academic discussion.  

Note that the following actions will not count as attendance:  

• Logging into class without active participation does not constitute attendance.  
• Work done in a lab or other outside environment will not count toward online attendance. 
• Assignments completed the week after the online assignment is due will not count 

toward attendance for the previous week.  

Students are strongly encouraged to log into the course a minimum of three days during the 
week the course is “online” in order to understand the subject fully and to be successful in class.  

An online absence is counted the same as an in-class absence. 

Late or Make Up Work 

It is important for students to submit work on time as scheduled in the class. This allows the 
instructor time to grade the material and provide feedback if necessary. Circumstances may 
interfere with the ability to submit an assignment on time. However, as a student you agree to 
take the class and therefore agree to submit work on time. 

Students are encouraged to work ahead to avoid late assignments.  Please communicate with 
your professor promptly if you have extenuating circumstances that may contribute to a late 
assignment. 

Assignments (excluding discussion questions) will be accepted late, subject to a 10% deduction 
off the earned grade per day late (24-hour period), for up to 3 days. No assignments will be 
accepted after 3 days. Discussion posts and responses that are not posted by the due date will 
receive 0 points and are not accepted past the due date. 

All work must be completed and submitted by the end of Week 7 of the course. No work will be 
accepted after the last day of the course. 
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Class Cancelation / Weather Policy for Online Courses 

In the advent of in-classroom meeting cancelation due to a campus scheduled holiday or severe 
weather, the online course schedule will be maintained. Campus closures do not affect the 
online course schedule.  

Plagiarism 

Any act of deceit, falsehood or stealing by unethically copying or using someone else’s work in 
an academic situation is prohibited. A student found guilty of plagiarism will receive an “F” for 
that paper, assignment or exam. The professor will have an interview with the student and 
submit a written report to the Program Director or Coordinator for the area in which the student 
is enrolled. If a second offense should occur, the student will be required to appear before the 
professor, the director and the vice president for adult and graduate studies. At this point the 
student’s continuation in the course and academic career are in jeopardy. Students are 
encouraged to refer to the Bethel Library’s online help for proper citation. 

Disability Services 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a law that provides civil rights protection for people 
with disabilities. Bethel University is compliant with equal access laws and requests students 
with disabilities The Center for Academic Success (CAS) is located in the lower level of the 
Miller/Moore Academic Center.  

If you have a disability, or think you have a disability, please make an appointment by calling 
Disability Services at the Center for Academic Success at (574) 807-7460 or (574) 807-7462 or 
email academicsucccess@betheluniversity.edu. 

Bethel’s website offers more detailed information under CAS. Please check out the Student 
Guide for Disability Services.  

Information Technology Help Desk 

The Help Desk is open Monday-Thursday from 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
during the fall and spring semesters, and 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. during the summer (starting May 1). 
Hours may vary on holidays and breaks.  

Contact the Help Desk at helpdesk@betheluniversity.edu or by calling (574) 807-7777. 

Library 

Bethel’s Bowen Library offers a range of resources and services, both online and physical, to all 
students enrolled at Bethel University. All online resources are available at the library website.  

Almost all periodicals and journals are available online, and there is a wide selection of e-books 
available as well. Off-campus access to these resources requires an active Bethel login 
account. For assistance in locating information, librarians are available to answer questions via 
email (Ask a Librarian), phone, or in person during regular business hours. For physical 
resources, students are able to use the library catalog to locate books and resources that are 
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held either by Bethel or any other library. Students may use the catalog to request books from 
another library and have them delivered to the Bowen Library.  

Students may also go to any PALNI library or to Notre Dame or Holy Cross and check material 
out in person with a valid student ID. PALNI is a consortium of several academic libraries in 
Indiana of which Bethel is a member; some nearby member libraries include Saint Mary’s, 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Goshen, and Grace. In addition, physical books and 
journals, the Bowen Library provides study spaces, computers, and printers (included a web 
print station) to all students. 

Syllabus Acknowledgment  
Enrollment in this course is considered an acknowledgment that the student will review and 
follow the course syllabus and additional university policies as stated within the student 
handbook, university catalog and student information provided by the university through the 
campus website.  

This syllabus is not a legal contract, but serves as a general outline for the semester. The 
professor reserves the right to make adjustments to the course as the need arises. 

 

 


