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MIN 210: Christian World Mission 
Course Welcome 

I am excited that we can begin this journey through an Introduction to Christian World 
Missions together.  Let me take a moment to introduce myself.  I am Kent Eby and I will 
be the instructor for this course.  I have been teaching at Bethel University and serving as 
the Director of the Intercultural Studies Program for ten years.  Prior to coming to Bethel 
my family and I served in Russia for 13 years.  Twelve of our years in Russia we lived in 
the northern city of St. Petersburg where we served at St. Petersburg Christian University. 

Christian missions is a huge passion in my heart and I am elated that we get to share the 
next seven weeks together and hopefully God will break your heart for His mission as 
well.  

Instructor Contact Information 

Kent Eby, PhD 

(574) 807-7147

Kent.eby@betheluniversity.edu 

Preferred contact method: E-mail 

Best time to contact / Office hours: Between 8:00AM and 5:00PM Weekdays 

Instructor Email Response Policy 
Any course related email sent to the instructor will have a response either by email, phone, or 
through the LMS within 48 hours. 

Course Description and Credit Hours 
3 credit hours 

The Biblical basis and history of missionary motivation, and the study of missionary strategies 
and methods. 

Course Objectives 

At the conclusion of the course, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate a basic knowledge of crucial terms, concepts, and principles in missions;
• Identify the contemporary literature in mission biography and theology;
• Demonstrate skill of basic research in the area of global missions;
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• Analyze the crucial issues in world missions by evaluating persons, trends, and
theological positions.

• Synthesize the biblical basis for global missions with a personal sense of call;
• Evaluate your present and future involvement in what God is doing around the world by

clarifying your own values in light of Scripture.

Program Core Competencies 

At the completion of the program, the student should: 

• Develop a broad understanding of the key pieces involved in missions: Theology,
History, Methods and Strategies.

• Through formal and informal reflection recognize influences that have shaped missions
historically as well as current trends that may influence missions in the future.

• Apply their learning to how they live their lives cross culturally both at home and possibly
abroad.

Required Textbook / Materials 

Title: Introducing World Missions: A Biblical, Historical, and Practical Survey, Second Ed. 
Author(s): A. Scott Moreau; Gary Corwin, and Gary B. McGee 
Publisher: Baker Academic 
Published ISBN: 978-0-8010-4920-0 

Title: When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting the Poor…And Yourself 
Author(s): Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert 
Publisher: Moody Publishers 
Published ISBN: 978-0-8024-0998-0 

Textbooks and other required course materials can be purchased from the online campus 
bookstore. 

Course Requirements 
Any online course activities assigned to the course are performed within Canvas. 

Additional web sites and related web-based activities, if assigned, will be accessed through the 
course or through web links provided for web sites located outside the course.  

http://www.bethelcollege.edu/textbooks
http://www.bethelcollege.edu/textbooks
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Final Grade Calculation 

Grade Distribution 

Assignment Point Value 
Online Discussions 20% 
Quizzes 15% 
Book Report 15% 
Theology of Mission Paper 15% 
Unreached People Group Paper 15% 
Final Exam 20% 
Total 100% 

Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percent 
A 100% - 94% 
A- < 94% - 90% 
B+ < 90% - 87% 
B < 87% - 84% 
B- < 84% - 80% 
C+ < 80% - 77% 
C < 77% - 74% 
C- < 74% - 70% 
D+ < 70% - 67% 
D < 67% - 64% 
D- < 64% - 60% 
F < 60% and below 

Netiquette Policy 
In an online course, almost all your interactions with other people will be through the internet. 
This netiquette policy applies to all your interactions with the instructor and your fellow students, 
and you are expected to follow the guidelines outlined below. 

Respect other people and be willing to share your ideas and thoughts in a respectful way. 
Simply, respect others' views. You may disagree with someone, but do so graciously and 
constructively. Pause before writing emails or posts when you are angry, and reread what you 
wrote carefully before clicking ‘send.’ Treat others the way you wish to be treated—with respect. 

Do not post or communicate offensive or hateful content. Bethel University does not permit 
discussions that are obscene, harassing, sexually explicit, or derogatory toward individuals or 
groups. These will be deleted, and repeat offenders may be barred from future participation. 

Do not post or share personal information. Do not post or share information such as addresses, 
telephone numbers, etc., and do not post or share someone else's personal information. 
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Learning Activities and Tests 

Online Discussion 

Class Participation 

In the event of classroom meeting cancelation due to a campus scheduled holiday or severe 
weather, the scheduled class session will continue online.  The following requirements are for 
online discussions: 

The student will submit an initial discussion post per discussion topic. This initial discussion is a 
minimum of 250 words. This initial discussion post must include a level of detail, analysis and 
reflection related to the discussion topic. The student is expected to cite references to support 
their opinion. Any use of references must be properly cited using APA format.  

Each student is required to reply to a minimum of two student initial posts. The reply post is a 
minimum of 100 to 150 words. This post must include a level of detail, analysis and reflection. 

To receive the minimum points possible for a weekly discussion requires each student to post 
their initial discussion response on the regular night of the class session and two student reply 
posts by day four of the session – unless otherwise directed by the professor.  

Post / Response Guidelines 

In an online classroom the majority of discussion among class members will take place in the 
discussion forum. Online discussion forums are designed to allow the class to engage in a 
healthy dialog on the lesson topic or question being presented. However, for the dialog to 
remain productive Bethel University requires each person to conduct themselves in a responsible 
manner by following the simple guidelines below. These help to maintain a collaborative and 
congenial environment by reminding us all that, when we communicate online, we are still 
engaging real people. 

Stay on the discussion topic. Be respectful of participants and their time by staying on-topic and 
not commandeering a discussion with vague or unrelated comments. Contribute productive 
information when participating in a discussion by stating a complete and logical idea or concept. 
The goal in the discussion is to delve into a topic and “learn,” so when you post a comment stay 
on topic and explain your point of view. 

Access the discussions several times in the weekly sessions to remain current and active in the 
discussion. 

Do not post copyrighted material without the expressed, documented permission of the 
copyright holder or following proper source citation of the information, just as you would when 
writing an essay or term paper. Cite a source if you use it. 

Contact your instructor if you have any questions. 
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Weekly Assignments 

QUIZZES OVER READING 

Reading assignments are due at the beginning of each class time. It is imperative that 
everyone completes their reading as this strongly contributes to class discussions. 
Quizzes will be taken to assess comprehension and to assist in reading completion. 

DISCUSSION BOARD 

Questions from your reading will be posted on the discussion board for each of you to 
interact with. Each student must interact with at least two questions per week as well as 
with at least two posts from a fellow student. You are required to interact with a different 
student’s posts each week. 

As you interact with the posts of other students, if they reply to your comments, keep a 
dialog going until you feel you have reached a solid ending point.  The discussion board 
assignment is designed for dialog not just a one-time comment post. 

Major Assignments 

THEOLOGY OF MISSION PAPER 

A five-page typed (double-spaced) paper discussing the following questions: 

1. Why are missions important? 
2. What role does God play in missions? 
3. What role does God call believers to play in mission? 
4. What does the Bible teach about missions? 
5. Where do we first encounter missions in Scripture? 
6. What does the Bible teach concerning missions in the Old Testament? 
7. Who are some of the key people and prophets related to missions in the Old 

Testament? (Provide strong support) 
8. What role does the nation of Israel play in the mission of God? 
9. What role does Jesus play in missions? (Provide strong support) 
10. What role does the Church play in missions? (Provide strong support) 
11. How does/should missions influence your life and ministry as a follower of Christ? 
12. What changes will you make in your life/ministry as a result of a deeper 

understanding of God’s mission? 

BOOK REPORT ON “WHEN HELPING HURTS” 

The objectives of this assignment are: 
1. To introduce you to basic concepts and terminology related to Community 

Development. 
2. To challenge you to think through your faith and how you will live your faith while 

experiencing community development in ministry. 
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3. To prepare you for a more intensive understanding of Transformational 
Development as presented in the book. 

 Assignment: 

1. Before reading the book, please spend a few moments reading and responding to 
the questions at the beginning of each chapter: 
1. Chapter 1 Questions on page 30 
2. Chapter 2 Questions on page 48 
3. Chapter 3 Questions on page 70 
4. Chapter 4 Questions on page 98 
5. Chapter 5 Questions on page 118 
6. Chapter 6 Questions on page 132 
7. Chapter 7 Questions on page 150 
8. Chapter 8 Questions on page 168 
9. Chapter 9 Questions on page 184 
10. Chapter 10 Questions on page 204 
11. Chapter 11 Questions on page 222 

Don’t spend a lot of time on each question, rather think through them and write down a 
short response to each one. Your responses should be written down. It is recommended 
that you type them in a Word document so that you can print and refer to your 
responses later. 

2. Read the book 

3. After reading the book, write a three page reflection paper on the book. Your 
reflection paper should have three sections to it: 
1. Section One: Here you should provide a brief synopsis of the book. 
2. Section Two: Read through your initial responses to the questions from #1 above 

and in your reflection paper, summarize how the book has impacted these 
responses. Have your thoughts changed? Do you have new thoughts? Have 
parts of your responses remained the same while other parts have changed? 
How have your thoughts been impacted by reading the book, whether positively 
or negatively, etc. 

3. Section Three: Think through how you will apply and use what you have read as 
it applies to your life and ministry. The challenge of this section is to move 
beyond ideas and theory and to think about practical ways you can use what you 
have learned in your everyday life. 

4. Please attach your written responses to #1 above as an appendix to this paper. 

The paper should be typed, double spaced with font no larger than 12 and no smaller 
than 10. Preferred font is either: Times New Roman, Arial, or Cambria. 
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UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP RESEARCH PROJECT 

Select an unreached people group and conduct research on this group with result of 
your research being a paper of 5 to 7 pages. There are a variety of resources that can 
be used in identifying and selecting an unreached group. An unreached people group 
ranges in definition from: 

“A people group among which there is no indigenous community of believing Christians 
with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group” (Joshua Project 
website) to “People groups that currently have no access to the gospel. They are 
‘hidden’ not in the sense that they are invisible, but in the sense that there is no way, 
given current conditions, that they can hear the gospel in their own language in a way 
that makes sense to them” (Moreau et al. 2004, p. 13). 

A couple of resources that can be used to identify unreached people groups are: 

http://www.joshuaproject.net/index.php (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 
site. 
http://www.wycliffe.org/ (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.         

 

FINAL EXAM 

A final exam over all of the course material will be given in the last week of class. 

Other Assignments 

None 

Course Schedule  

Week # Required Reading Assignment / Activity 
1  Moreau, , Corwin, and McGee 

(2015). Introducing World 
Missions: A biblical, historical, and 
practical survey. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker 

• Chapter 1 (whole chapter) 
• Chapter 13 (pages 209-212) 
• Chapter 15 (pages 235-237 

"Geography and People") 

Strategic Foresight (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external 
site. by Derek Seipp 

Global Trends, People 
Movements, and Their Impact on 

Quiz 
Discussion Board 

http://www.joshuaproject.net/index.php
http://www.joshuaproject.net/index.php
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2015-05/strategic-foresight
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2015-05/strategic-foresight
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2015-05/strategic-foresight
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2013-06/global-trends-people-movements-and-their-impact-on-mission
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2013-06/global-trends-people-movements-and-their-impact-on-mission
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Mission (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. by 
Patrick Dixon 

Faith and Truth in a Pluralistic, 
Globalized World (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external 
site. by Stefan Gustavsson 

2  Moreau, Corwin, and McGee 
(2015). Introducing World 
Missions: A Biblical, Historical, and 
Practical Survey. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker 

• pp. 27-84 

Chris Wright - Reading the 
Whole Bible for Missions (Links 
to an external site.)Links to an 
external site. 
Biblical Basis of Missions / 
God's Heart for the 
Nations (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 
 

Quiz 
Discussion Board 
Theology of Mission Paper 

3  Moreau, Corwin, and McGee 
(2015). Introducing World 
Missions: A Biblical, Historical, and 
Practical Survey. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker 

• Chapter 6 
• Chapter 7 
• Chapter 8 

Four Men, Three Eras, Two 
Transitions - Modern Missions

 by Ralph Winter 

The Kingdom Strikes Back - 
Epochs of Missions  History 
by Ralph Winter 

Quiz 
Discussion Board 

4  Moreau, Corwin, and McGee 
(2015). Introducing World 
Missions: A Biblical, Historical, 
and Practical Survey. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker 

Quiz 
Discussion Board 
Book Report 

http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2013-06/global-trends-people-movements-and-their-impact-on-mission
http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2013-06/global-trends-people-movements-and-their-impact-on-mission
http://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
http://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
http://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
http://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EYLJgAZPFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EYLJgAZPFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EYLJgAZPFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EYLJgAZPFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmtfBZyO_hI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmtfBZyO_hI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmtfBZyO_hI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmtfBZyO_hI
https://bethelcollege.instructure.com/courses/11072/files/436739/download?wrap=1
https://bethelcollege.instructure.com/courses/11072/files/436739/download?wrap=1
https://bethelcollege.instructure.com/courses/11072/files/436738/download?wrap=1
https://bethelcollege.instructure.com/courses/11072/files/436738/download?wrap=1
https://bethelcollege.instructure.com/courses/11072/files/436739/download?wrap=1
https://bethelcollege.instructure.com/courses/11072/files/436738/download?wrap=1
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• pp. 265-268 

Corbett, S. & Fikkert, B. 
(2014). When helping hurts: 
The small group experience. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers 

5  Moreau, Corwin, and McGee 
(2015). Introducing World 
Missions: A Biblical, Historical, 
and Practical Survey. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker 

• pp. 149-207 

Quiz 
Discussion Board 

6  Moreau, Corwin, and McGee 
(2015). Introducing World 
Missions: A Biblical, Historical, 
and Practical Survey. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker 
pp. 209-279 
 

“What is Contextualization” by 
Ed Stetzer 

“Critical Contextualization” by 
Paul G. Hiebert 

“Understanding Culture” by 
Lloyd Kwast 

“Culture, Worldview, and 
Contextualization” by Charles 
Kraft 

“The New Macedonia” by Ralph 
Winter 

Quiz 
Discussion Board 
Unreached People Group Paper 

7  Moreau, Corwin, and McGee 
(2015). Introducing World 
Missions: A Biblical, Historical, 
and Practical Survey. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker 
pp. 281-298 
 
"Faith and Truth in a Pluralistic 
Globalized World (Links to an 

 Final Exam 

https://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
https://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
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external site.)Links to an external 
site." by Stefan Gustavsson 

Bethel University Policies and Resources 
To view all Bethel University policies and information, please review the Student Handbook. 

Online Attendance 

Online attendance is recorded each time that you log into the learning management system. 
The academic week is seven days for an online session and is based on the night the class 
normally meets (i.e. if the class meets on Monday night then the online session will be from 
Monday night through Sunday night of the following week). To receive full credit for attending 
online, you must login AND one of the following items must be completed as directed by the 
instructor:  

• Submit an academic assignment.
• Submit a quiz or exam.
• Participate in a posted online academic discussion.

Note that the following actions will not count as attendance: 

• Logging into class without active participation does not constitute attendance.
• Work done in a lab or other outside environment will not count toward online attendance.
• Assignments completed the week after the online assignment is due will not count

toward attendance for the previous week.

Students are strongly encouraged to log into the course a minimum of three days during the 
week the course is “online” in order to understand the subject fully and to be successful in class. 

An online absence is counted the same as an in-class absence. 

Late or Make Up Work 

It is important for students to submit work on time as scheduled in the class. This allows the 
instructor time to grade the material and provide feedback if necessary. Circumstances may 
interfere with the ability to submit an assignment on time. However, as a student you agree to 
take the class and therefore agree to submit work on time.  

In the event you are late on submission of a work, exam, or other assignment the following 
points will apply: Any work submitted after the due date will receive an automatic 50 % 
deduction from the work final grade.  

All work must be completed and submitted by the end of Week 7 of the course. No work will be 
accepted after the last day of the course. 

https://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
https://www.lausanne.org/content/faith-and-truth-in-a-pluralistic-globalized-world
https://www.bethelcollege.edu/academics-programs/adult-and-graduate/ags-student-handbook/
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Class Cancelation / Weather Policy for Online Courses 

In the advent of in-classroom meeting cancelation due to a campus scheduled holiday or severe 
weather, the online course schedule will be maintained. Campus closures do not affect the 
online course schedule.  

Plagiarism 

Any act of deceit, falsehood or stealing by unethically copying or using someone else’s work in 
an academic situation is prohibited. A student found guilty of plagiarism will receive an “F” for 
that paper, assignment or exam. The professor will have an interview with the student and 
submit a written report to the Program Director or Coordinator for the area in which the student 
is enrolled. If a second offense should occur, the student will be required to appear before the 
professor, the director and the vice president for adult and graduate studies. At this point the 
student’s continuation in the course and academic career are in jeopardy. Students are 
encouraged to refer to the Bethel Library’s online help for proper citation. 

Disability Services 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a law that provides civil rights protection for people 
with disabilities. Bethel University is compliant with equal access laws and requests students with 
disabilities The Center for Academic Success (CAS) is located in the lower level of the 
Miller/Moore Academic Center.  

If you have a disability, or think you have a disability, please make an appointment by calling 
Disability Services at the Center for Academic Success at (574) 807-7460 or (574) 807-7462 or 
email academicsucccess@betheluniversity.edu. 

Bethel’s website offers more detailed information under CAS. Please check out the Student 
Guide for Disability Services.  

Information Technology Help Desk 

The Help Desk is open Monday-Thursday from 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
during the fall and spring semesters, and 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. during the summer (starting May 1). 
Hours may vary on holidays and breaks.  

Contact the Help Desk at helpdesk@betheluniversity.edu or by calling (574) 807-7777. 

Library 

Bethel’s Bowen Library offers a range of resources and services, both online and physical, to all 
students enrolled at Bethel University. All online resources are available at the library website.  

Almost all periodicals and journals are available online, and there is a wide selection of e-books 
available as well. Off-campus access to these resources requires an active Bethel login 
account. For assistance in locating information, librarians are available to answer questions via 
email (Ask a Librarian), phone, or in person during regular business hours. For physical 
resources, students are able to use the library catalog to locate books and resources that are 

https://www.bethelcollege.edu/library/info/citation.html
mailto:academicsucccess@bethelcollege.edu
https://www.bethelcollege.edu/assets/images/visitor/PDFs/Student_guide_disability_svcs.pdf
https://www.bethelcollege.edu/assets/images/visitor/PDFs/Student_guide_disability_svcs.pdf
mailto:helpdesk@bethelcollege.edu
http://www.bethelcollege.edu/library
https://www.bethelcollege.edu/library/ask-a-librarian.html
https://bethelindiana.on.worldcat.org/discovery
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held either by Bethel or any other library. Students may use the catalog to request books from 
another library and have them delivered to the Bowen Library.  

Students may also go to any PALNI library or to Notre Dame or Holy Cross and check material 
out in person with a valid student ID. PALNI is a consortium of several academic libraries in 
Indiana of which Bethel is a member; some nearby member libraries include Saint Mary’s, 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Goshen, and Grace. In addition, physical books and 
journals, the Bowen Library provides study spaces, computers, and printers (included a web 
print station) to all students. 

Syllabus Acknowledgment 
Enrollment in this course is considered an acknowledgment that the student will review and 
follow the course syllabus and additional university policies as stated within the student handbook, 
university catalog and student information provided by the university through the campus 
website.  

This syllabus is not a legal contract, but serves as a general outline for the semester. The professor 
reserves the right to make adjustments to the course as the need arises. 

http://www.palni.org/governance-organization/what-we-do/
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