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Syllabus

Course Overview

The primary goal of this course is to provide you with useful skills and techniques for effectively assessing course-based adult learning in a variety of
postsecondary and training environments. This course has been designed to build upon the core course you took earlier in your adult education master's
program, ED5016: Foundations of Higher Education Evaluation and Assessment. As you will recall, that course introduced you to the language of
assessment, the controversy and consensus that has evolved regarding assessment, as well as how to plan for assessing student learning outcomes at
the program, department, and institutional levels. Unlike the broad overview approach taken in ED5016, ED5346 takes a more focused approach,
examining learning assessment within individual courses and additional learning activities within a variety of adult education settings.

We hope that you find your experience in this course both challenging and rewarding.

Course Competencies

To successfully complete this course, you will be expected to:

Course Prerequisites

Prerequisite(s): ED5012, ED5016. 

Analyze major techniques and methods for assessing adult learning.1

Apply learning assessment strategies appropriate in a variety of instructional settings.2

Apply elements of effective assessment.3

Assess teaching effectiveness.4

Communicate in a professional and scholarly manner.5



Syllabus  Course Materials

Required

The materials listed below are required to complete the learning activities in this course.

Integrated Materials

Many of your required books are available via the VitalSource Bookshelf link in the courseroom, located in your Course Tools. Registered learners in a
Resource Kit program can access these materials using the courseroom link on the Friday before the course start date. Some materials are available
only in hard-copy format or by using an access code. For these materials, you will receive an email with further instructions for access. Visit the Course
Materials page on Campus for more information.

Book

Achacoso, M. V., & Svinicki, M. D. (Eds.). (2005). Alternative strategies for evaluating student learning. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. ISBN:
9780787979706.

Rose, A. D., & Leahy, M. A. (Eds.). (1998). Assessing adult learning in diverse settings: Current issues and approaches. San Francisco, CA:
Jossey-Bass. ISBN: 9780787998400.

Library

The following required readings are provided in the Capella University Library or linked directly in this course. To find specific readings by journal or book
title, use Journal and Book Locator. Refer to the Journal and Book Locator library guide to learn how to use this tool.

• Banta, T. W., & Blaich, C. (2011). Closing the assessment loop. Change, 43(1), 22–27.
• Goldman, G. K., & Zakel, L. E. (2009). Clarification of assessment and evaluation. Assessment Update, 21(3), 8–9.
• Suskie, L. (2018). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide (3rd ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• American Association for Higher Education. (1996). AAHE assessment forum: 9 principles of good practice for assessing student learning.
Washington, DC: Author.

• Huitt, W. (1996). Measurement and evaluation: Criterion- versus norm-referenced testing. Educational Psychology Interactive. Valdosta, GA:
Valdosta State University. Retrieved from http://www.edpsycinteractive.org/topics/measeval/crnmref.html

• Hutchings, P. with Ewell, P. T. (2010) Opening doors to faculty involvement in assessment. National Institute for Learning Outcomes Assessment.
Retrieved from http://www.learningoutcomeassessment.org/documents/PatHutchings.pdf

• Mueller, J. (2012). Authentic assessment toolbox. Retrieved from http://jfmueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/whatisit.htm
• Petty, L. I., & Johnston, J. (2002). Adult education in non-classroom settings – A pilot test in Pennsylvania. Retrieved from

http://www.projectideal.org/pdf/Reports/PADL-Phase2Rept2002.pdf
• Wiggins, G. (1990). The case for authentic assessment. Practical Assessment, Research, & Evaluation, 2(2). Retrieved from

http://PAREonline.net/getvn.asp?v=2&n=2



Unit 1  An Introduction to Assessment

Suggested

The following materials are recommended to provide you with a better understanding of the topics in this course. These materials are not required to
complete the course, but they are aligned to course activities and assessments and are highly recommended for your use.

Optional

The following optional materials are offered to provide you with a better understanding of the topics in this course. These materials are not required to
complete the course.

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• U.S. Department of Education. (n.d.). Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) https://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
• U.S. Department of Health & Human Services. (n.d.). Summary of the HIPAA privacy rule https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-

professionals/privacy/laws-regulations/index.html

Projects

Project  Implementation Plan and Reflection

Project Overview

Throughout this course, you will be designing an assessment strategy for a postsecondary course or other instructional activity in an organization of your
choosing. The course or other instructional activity you select can focus on a wide variety of topics and settings—from a freshman-level business
management course, to a graduate seminar in conflict resolution, to a technology-training program for employees in a large corporation. The types of
courses are limitless and the choice is up to you. Most importantly, plan your instructional activity within an organizational setting that you are familiar with
through your past or present involvement with that organization.

The discussions in this course provide opportunities to obtain feedback from your peers and instructor. Many of the discussions address several key
components of assessment strategy development. Through each of the four assignments, you will develop a comprehensive assessment strategy for a
postsecondary course or other instructional activity, provide your own evaluation of the assessment plan you developed, and reflect on the process you
followed in developing your project, important concepts learned, conclusions, and recommendations.

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to current APA style and formatting.
• Number of resources: The scholarly sources you have been working with in the course, along with any additional sources you have used in this

project.
• Length of paper: 15–20 pages, typed and double spaced.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.



u01s1 - Studies

u01s2 - Project Preparation

u01s3 - Your Online ePortfolio

Introduction

Tests and examinations have been used to measure student learning since the founding of the first postsecondary institutions centuries ago. However,
the theory and science of student learning assessment is a relatively new undertaking. Assessment is a systematic process involving establishing clear
and measurable learning, gathering, and analyzing evidence to determine how well student learning matches our expectations, and using the resulting
information to understand and improve student learning. (Suskie, 2018)

Unit 1 presents a brief introduction to the emerging field of student learning assessment. Primary topics covered in this unit include: a definition of
assessment, how contemporary assessment differs from traditional assessment, effective course based assessment techniques, direct and indirect
evidence of student learning, and factors that contribute to good assessment.

The final project for this course will consist of the development of a course-based assessment plan. You will need to start thinking soon about the course
or other adult instructional activity that will be the focus of your term project. This course should be part of the training or educational curriculum of an
organization with which you are familiar. In Unit 2, you will begin to analyze the program and context you have chosen.

Reference

Suskie, L. (2018). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide (3rd ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use the Capella Library to complete the following:

• In your Assessing Student Learning: A Common Sense Guide text:
◦ Read Chapter 1, "What Is Assessment?" pages 7–14.
◦ Read Chapter 2, "The Many Settings for Student Learning and Assessment," pages 15–22.
◦ Read Chapter 3, "What Are Effective Assessment Practices?" pages 23–38.

• Read Banta and Blaich, 2011, "Closing the Assessment Loop" from Change, volume 43, issue 1, pages 22–27.
• Read Goldman and Zakel, 2009, "Clarification of Assessment and Evaluation" from Assessment Update, volume 21, issue 3, pages 8–9.

Use the Internet to complete the following:

• Read Hutchings, 2010, "Opening Doors to Faculty Involvement in Assessment" from the National Institute for Learning Outcomes Assessment.

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment in Unit 3, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

After reading the project description and viewing the multimedia piece from this study, start thinking about a potential educational or training program
within an organization with which you are familiar. This will be the focus of your term project. In the next unit, you will begin describing the adult
instructional activity for which you will design an assessment strategy.

Online ePortfolios serve two key purposes: 1) to support learning and reflection, and 2) to be used as a showcase tool. Your learning journey can be
documented, and ePortfolios contribute to lifelong learning and growth through reflection and sharing. Online ePortfolios can also be shared with
employers and peers to present artifacts that demonstrate your accomplishments at Capella.



u01d1 - Analysis of a Previous Course Assignment

u01d2 - Skills Assessment Activity

Using ePortfolio to Prepare for Your Capstone
Your program may culminate in a capstone course. At that time you may be required to show evidence of your learning throughout the program by
referring to multiple assessments that you have created. You will be telling a story about your learning throughout the program using artifacts you have
collected during many of these courses.

Using ePortfolio to Build Your Career
As you are preparing to tell your story in the professional world, leverage your ePortfolio artifacts to demonstrate the knowledge and competencies you
have gained through your program in professional conversations, performance reviews, and interviews.

To do that, reflect on the knowledge and skills you have gained from your courses and the elements you have put in your portfolio, along with how you
have already applied these things to your professional life or how you might apply them in the future.

Next, create your story or talking points to tell your professional story.

Saving Your Documents to ePortfolio
You will need a place to store your documents in an organized fashion so that you can access them at a later date. Do not rely on the courseroom to store
your assignments for you as you will lose access to the courseroom after you have completed the course. Capella uses a cloud-based portfolio platform
to facilitate your organization of the artifacts you create throughout your program.

To make an online portfolio useful, it is essential that it is organized clearly and that important files of any format are accessible. Read the Online
ePortfolio Guidelines [PDF] to ensure you set up your online portfolio correctly. For more information on ePortfolio visit the Campus ePortfolio page.

Privacy Statement
Capella complies with privacy laws designed to protect the privacy of personal information. While you may voluntarily share your own information
publicly, you are obligated to protect the personal information of others that may be associated with your academic or professional development. Before
sharing information and material in any ePortfolio that is set up to be shared externally to your program at Capella, please consider privacy obligations in
relation to protected populations who may be included or referenced in your academic or clinical work. Refer to the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) and/or the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) if you have specific questions or concerns about your
choices.

Throughout this course, be sure to finish the readings assigned in the studies before answering any discussion questions. For this discussion, describe
an assignment in a course you have taught or taken. Once you specifically describe the type of assessment used, as well as the situation in which it was
used, answer the following questions:

• Did the assignment help students learn important goals, or relatively unimportant goals of the course?
• Might the completed assignment be evidence of student achievement of a program or course learning goal? If so, which goal?
• How could this assignment have been improved to enhance student learning?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 2  Planning for Assessment Success

u02s1 - Studies

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

A faculty member wants to assess the writing and research skills of students majoring in English literature at a small private college. These students have
a wide variety of skills. Examine these potential skills, and then describe examples of the following that could be helpful when assessing these skills:

• Direct evidence of student learning.
• Evidence of learning processes.
• Qualitative evidence.

Address the following:

• How can the faculty member help ensure that this assessment will provide accurate, truthful information?
• What might the faculty member do to protect the privacy of the students and their professors if this assessment is conducted?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Introduction

At many postsecondary institutions, student learning assessment is conducted in a haphazard fashion. As a result, assessment activities have not been
as useful as they could be. To conduct an effective learning assessment undertaking, institutions need to first determine the purpose of an assessment
(improvement, accountability, or both), who needs to have access to assessment results, and what decisions the assessment results will inform. Effective
assessment does not begin with creating tests or assignments, but by developing meaningful learning goals for courses and programs. In addition to
assigning student grades, effective assessment can also be utilized to improve curricula and pedagogies, thereby bringing about even better learning.
(Suskie, 2018)

Important topics covered in Unit 2 include reasons for assessing student learning, keys to a culture of assessment, organizing an assessment process,
and developing meaningful learning goals.

The final project for this course will consist of the development of a course-based assessment plan. You will need to start thinking soon about the course
or other adult instructional activity that will be the focus of your term project. This course should be part of the training or educational curriculum of an
organization with which you are familiar. In this unit you will begin to analyze the program and context you have chosen.

Reference

Suskie, L. (2018). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide (3rd ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use the Capella Library to complete the following:

• In your Assessing Student Learning: A Common Sense Guide text:
◦ Read Chapter 4, "Learning Goals: Articulating What You Most Want Students to Learn," pages 39–62.
◦ Read Chapter 5, "Designing Curricula to Help Students Learn What’s Important," pages 63–84.
◦ Read Chapter 6, “How Will Your Evidence of Student Learning Be Used?” pages 85–92.
◦ Read Chapter 7, "Planning Assessments in Academic Programs," pages 93–104.
◦ Read Chapter 8, "Planning Assessments in General Education, Co-curricula, and Other Settings," pages 105–116.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u02s2 - Assignment Preparation

u02d1 - Analysis of Previous Experiences with Assessment

u02d2 - Developing Learning Goals and Prompts

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment in Unit 3, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

Multimedia
View the interactive media presentation, Creating Effective Learning Goals. This presentation will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment
in Unit 3, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

Commit 2 hours in this unit to completing the assignment due in Unit 3, Description of the Educational Activity (Unit 3 assignment).

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

Share your experiences with assessment, either as a member of faculty or staff or as a student. Describe the details of these experiences.

• What were the assessments?
• What was the situation?
• What was positive about those experiences, and what was negative?
• What did you learn from those experiences—good or bad—that you could use today?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

Briefly describe a course or other adult instructional activity that you could select for your final project in this course, and then do the following:

• Write three learning goals for this course.
• Describe why these goals are appropriate for the content of this course or activity.
• Develop a short question or prompt that might provide insight into student achievement of one of the key learning goals of this course.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners in your group for this week.

Course Resources

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 3  Alternative Learning Assessment: Theory and Fundamentals

u03s1 - Studies

Introduction

While learning assessment got its start in traditional postsecondary classrooms and institutions, there has been a strong recent trend toward more
innovative teaching methods. The learning environments of higher education have been significantly transformed over the past couple of decades by a
combination of new technologies, new venues, and new students (such as adult learners). Despite these new teaching strategies and paradigms, many
faculty have been unable or unwilling to move away from the traditional forms of assessment that have been around for so long. (Achacoso et al., 2005)

Unit 3 provides an introduction to some of the alternative assessment approaches that are emerging as a result of changing technology, venues, and
learner profiles. Major topics include: types of assessments, incorporating high-quality assessment into manageable classroom practice, principles for
adult-oriented learning assessment, norm-referenced versus criterion-referenced assessment, mastery learning, and assessing critical thinking.

The first component of your term project, Description of the Educational Activity, is due at the end of Unit 3.

Reference

Achacoso, M. V., & Svinicki, M. D. (2005). Alternative strategies for evaluating student learning. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use your Alternative Strategies for Evaluating Student Learning text for the following readings:

• Chapter 1, "Assessment Theory for College Classrooms," pages 3–14.
• Chapter 2, "Assessing Fundamentals in Every Course Through Mastery Learning," pages 15–21.

Use your Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Settings text for the following reading:

• Chapter 1, "Principles for Assessment of Adult Learning, " pages 5–16.

View the following Web sites, which are used in the multimedia presentation for this unit:

• Measurement and Evaluation: Criterion Versus Norm-Referenced Testing.
• Criterion and Standards Referenced Tests.

Read The American Association for Higher Education's "Nine Principles of Good Practice for Assessing Student Learning."

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment due this week, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

Multimedia

Norm-
Referenced 
Versus 
Criterion-
Referenced 
Assessment

Launch Presentation | Transcript

Once you have completed all the readings for the unit, click Launch Presentation to view Norm-Referenced Versus Criterion-Referenced Assessment.

Course Resources

Norm-Referenced Versus Criterion-Referenced Assessment



u03s2 - Assignment Preparation

u03a1 - Description of the Educational Activity

u03d1 - Analysis of a Course Assignment

u03d2 - Course or Adult Instructional Activity Analysis

Your assignment, Description of the Educational Activity (Unit 3 assignment) is due in this unit. Commit 4 hours to completing this assignment.

In this assignment, you are asked to thoroughly describe a postsecondary course or other adult instructional activity for which you will eventually design
an assessment strategy. Your paper should contain the following detailed information:

• A description of the instructional setting (either your present one or one in which you worked previously). This includes the location, size, programs
offered, mission, accreditation, and all other pertinent details.

• A description of the postsecondary course or other adult instructional activity. This includes course title, course description, level of instruction,
length and duration of instruction, course format, instructional mode(s), instructor qualifications, and so forth.

• A description of the students enrolling in the postsecondary course or other instructional activity. This should include their educational background,
age range, gender, qualifications, learning issues, and other important details.

• A demonstration of organizational issues: what are key structural, political, or cultural factors within this setting that might affect the successful
delivery of this course or other adult instructional activity?

Your paper should be 3–5 pages not including the cover sheet and reference list. See the course project description for formatting requirements.

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

Describe an assignment in a course you have taught or taken (either successfully or unsuccessfully) and answer the following questions:

• What information would you need to effectively assess student learning in this assignment?
• Did this assignment provide this information?
• What would be the best way to get this information?
• Would student performance on this assessment really indicate the particular kind of achievement I need to know about?
• Will you have enough information about each student to be sure about my conclusions?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 4  Classroom Assessment Tools: Creating Effective Rubrics, Assignments, and Tests

u04s1 - Studies

Briefly describe the course or other adult learning activity that you have selected for your final project in this course. With regard to this course or
program, answer the following questions:

• How would you address each of the five principles for adult-oriented learning assessment described in Chapter 1 of your text, Assessing Adult
Learning in Diverse Settings?

• What fundamental knowledge and skills are assumed as prerequisites for this course?
• What fundamental knowledge and skills are expected to be learned in this course?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Introduction

Unit 4 focuses on the following important assessment tools: using scoring guides and rubrics, creating prompts, creating effective assignments, and
writing a credible traditional test.

Educators are increasingly recognizing the value of utilizing performance assessments such as papers, projects, and similar assignments that ask
students to demonstrate their skills and knowledge. Designing and using a scoring guide or rubric can result in a highly effective tool for enhancing and
assessing student learning. The use of prompts—statements or questions telling students what to do in a performance assessment—can enhance
learning by helping students achieve important learning goals. And, while performance assessments are growing in popularity, multiple-choice and other
tests can often still be effectively used to assess student learning. (Suskie, 2018)

Reference

Suskie, L. (2018). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide (3rd ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use the Capella Library to complete the following:

• In your Assessing Student Learning: A Common Sense Guide text:
◦ Chapter 9, "Guiding and Coordinating Assessment Efforts," pages 117–126.
◦ Chapter 10, "Helping Everyone Learn What to Do," pages 127–138.
◦ Chapter 11, "Supporting Assessment Efforts," pages 139–148.
◦ Chapter 12, “Keeping Assessment Cost-Effective,” pages 149–164.
◦ Chapter 13, “Collaborating on Assessment,” pages 165–174.
◦ Chapter 14, “Valuing Assessment and the People Who Contribute,” pages 175–188.
◦ Chapter 15, “Designing Rubrics to Plan and Assess Assignments,” pages 189–204.
◦ Chapter 16, “Creating Effective Assignments,” pages 205–214.
◦ Chapter 17, “Writing Multiple-Choice and Other Objective Tests,” pages 215–234.

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment in Unit 5, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

Unit Research
Research an article that supplements the ideas presented in the chapter readings for this unit. Find one article that further addresses one of these
concepts, and use the article to inform your discussion questions responses.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u04s2 - Assignment Preparation

u04d1 - Developing Effective Prompts

u04d2 - Planning a Traditional Test

Discussion Questions
Do not read or complete discussion question 2 (Unit 4 discussion 2) until you have completed all of your readings and viewed the multimedia piece for
this unit.

Multimedia

Effective 
Testing

Launch Presentation | Transcript

Click Launch Presentation to take a short test on composing effective test questions.

Course Resources

Commit 1.5 hours to your Description of Instructional Units assignment, due in Unit 5.

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

Briefly describe the course or other adult learning activity you have selected for your final project in this course. Develop two short questions or prompts
that might provide insight into student achievement of one or more of the key learning goals of this course.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

NOTE: Do not read the question below until you have completed the media piece on effective testing from this unit's studies. To have the most
authentic posting, complete the media piece before you read any further.

The overarching lesson of this unit's media piece was that poorly written tests can hamper a learner's ability to demonstrate knowledge. The experience
of taking that test should inform you how to write better tests in the future. Continuing with that premise, consider the following prompt:

Effective Testing

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 5  Alternative Classroom Assessment Tools: Assessing Attitudes and Values and Using Portfolios

u05s1 - Studies

• While performance assessments are growing in popularity, traditional tests still have a place in the assessment toolbox. How would you plan a test
that can be used to assess your students' thinking skills?

After you address this question, please answer the following:

• How effective was the prompt used in this discussion? What were its weaknesses, if any?
• How could this prompt have been improved to make it more meaningful?

Finally, how could the testing components in the media piece been more effective? Overall, what improvements would you make?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Introduction

Unit 5 focuses on the use of three powerful classroom assessment tools: attitudes and values assessments, portfolio assessment; and public tests or
surveys.

While it is relatively straightforward to assess learner knowledge, understanding, and skills, it is somewhat more difficult (but clearly possible) to assess
such less observable traits as openness to new ideas, integrity, and spiritual development. By carefully collecting and analyzing information on learners'
reflection and behaviors, one can shed light on individual attitudes, values, and the like. (Suskie, 2018)

The use of student portfolios is clearly one of the most exciting and challenging assessment tools currently in use. Portfolios can be a valuable learning
opportunity, once you learn when and how to use them effectively. In addition to portfolios, published tests, such as student satisfactory inventories and
learning style indicators, can also play an important role in learning assessment.

The second component of your term project, Description of Instructional Units, is due at the end of Unit 5.

Reference

Suskie, L. (2018). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide (3rd ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use the Capella Library to complete the following:

• Use your Assessing Student Learning: A Common Sense Guide text:
◦ Chapter 18, “Assembling Evidence of Student Learning Into Portfolios,” pages 235–244.
◦ Chapter 19, “Selecting Published Instruments,” pages 245–258.
◦ Chapter 20, “Other Assessment Tools,” pages 259–272.
◦ Chapter 21, “Assessing the Hard-to-Assess,” pages 273–286.

Use your Alternative Strategies for Evaluating Student Learning text to read:

• Chapter 5, "Student Portfolios: An Alternative Way of Encouraging and Evaluating Student Learning," pages 37–42.

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment due this week, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u05s2 - Assignment Preparation

u05d1 - Assessing Student Values

u05d2 - Using Portfolios to Assess Learning

u05a1 - Description of Instructional Units

ePortfolios
You will be saving your final project to an ePortfolio. If you need a refresher on how this works, visit ePortfolio.

Your assignment, Description of Instructional Units (Unit 5 assignment), is due this week. Commit 4 hours to its completion.

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

With regard to the course or other adult learning activity you have selected for your final project in this course, describe an assessment component that
would be helpful in assessing student values, attitudes, or dispositions. Make sure you address all three areas.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

With regard to the course or other adult learning activity you have selected for your final project in this course, describe a possible learning portfolio
assessment component that would be useful for assessing student learning in this setting, and how you feel this component would be helpful.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

In this assignment, you will thoroughly describe at least four instructional units for the postsecondary course or other adult instructional activity you have
selected. Your paper should contain the following detailed information:

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 6  Authentic Assessment

u06s1 - Studies

u06s2 - Assignment Preparation

• Overall objectives of the instructional activity.
• Comprehensive description of at least four instructional units for this program (such as four three-hour class sessions or four half-day sessions),

including:
◦ Unit goals and objectives.
◦ Learning outcomes.
◦ Detailed instructional content.
◦ Instructional techniques
◦ Class formats.
◦ Any media or other instructional resources used.
◦ Any other details you feel are important to include.

Your paper should be 3–5 pages, not including the cover sheet and reference list. See the course project description for formatting requirements.

Introduction

Unlike traditional assessments, which consist primarily of paper and pencil tests that have been around for decades, authentic assessments take a
performance-based approach and ask learners to do real-life tasks such as analyzing case studies, conducting realistic laboratory experiments, or
completing internships. Authentic assessments are increasingly popular because they merge learning and assessment into a single activity. Unlike
traditional testing, in which little or nothing is learned during the assessment period, students actually engage in an important learning experience while
they are working on performance assessments. Authentic assessments have the additional advantage of providing students with realistic learning
situations in which they can analyze real-world problems that may have many acceptable answers. (Achacoso et al., 2005)

Unit 6 explores the attributes and advantages of authentic assessment and examines a variety of alternative assessment models in such diverse
classroom settings as mathematics, service-based learning program, and lab courses.

Reference

Achacoso, M. V., & Svinicki, M. D. (2005). Alternative strategies for evaluating student learning. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use your Alternative Strategies for Evaluating Student Learning text to complete the following readings:

• Chapter 3, "Authentic Assessment: Testing in Reality," pages 23–30.
• Chapter 4, "Developing a Student-Based Evaluation Tool for Authentic Assessment," pages 31–36.
• Chapter 6, "Alternative Assessment in a Mathematics Course," pages 43–54.
• Chapter 7, "Assessing Performance in Problem-Based Service Learning Projects," pages 55–64.
• Chapter 8, "Performance-Based Assessment: Improving the Value of Laboratory and Skills Examinations," pages 65–74.

Use the Internet to complete the following:

• Explore the Web site, Authentic Assessment Tool Box.
• Read Wiggins, "The Case for Authentic Assessment" from the electronic journal Practical Assessment, Research, and Evaluation.

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment in Unit 8, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).



u06d1 - Developing Effective Test Questions

u06d2 - Performance-Based Testing Assessment

Unit 7  Published Tests or Surveys, Group Tests, Practice Tests, and Post-Test Analysis

Commit 1.5 hours to complete your Postsecondary Course Assessment Plan assignment, due in Unit 8.

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

Briefly describe the course or other adult learning activity you have selected for your final project in this course and answer the following question:

• What type of authentic assessment approaches or tools could be included in this course? Why? Explain with specific detail.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

With regard to the course other adult learning activity you have selected for your final project in this course, describe either a problem-based service
learning assessment component OR a performance testing assessment component that would be useful in assessing student learning in this setting.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Introduction

Unit 7 focuses on strategies for selecting a public test or survey as well as group testing models in diverse classroom settings such as science,
communications, and engineering.

Published tests and surveys can play an important role in courseroom assessment activities. They tend to work well when the learning goals for your
course or other instructional activity match those covered by the instrument, and when the results can be easily used to improve teaching. One of the
major challenges of using published tests, however, can be convincing students to give the instrument serious thought and effort. (Suskie, 2018)

Group exams can be useful in enhancing student achievement and retention. The challenge to instructors is to know how and when they are best used.
Likewise, regular in-class testing and post-test analysis allows students to prepare more effectively for any form of assessment. (Achacoso et al., 2005)
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u07s1 - Studies

u07s2 - Assignment Preparation

u07d1 - Assessment Instruments

References

Achacoso, M. V., & Svinicki, M. D. (2005). Alternative strategies for evaluating student learning. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Suskie, L. (2018). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide (3rd ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use your Alternative Strategies for Evaluating Student Learning text to complete the following readings:

• Chapter 11, "Group Exams in Science Courses," pages 89–94.
• Chapter 12, "Making Student Thinking Visible by Examining Discussion During Group Testing," pages 95–100.
• Chapter 13, "Two Examples of Group Exams from Communications and Engineering," pages 101–106.
• Chapter 14, "Using Practice Tests on a Regular Basis to Improve Student Learning," pages 107–114.
• Chapter 15, "Post-Test Analysis: A Tool for Developing Students' Metacognitive Awareness and Self-Regulation," pages 115–120.

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment in Unit 8, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

Research
Please read the unit's first discussion question for research guidelines. Commit 1 hour to complete this research.

Commit 3 hours to the completion of your assignment due in Unit 8, Postsecondary Course Assessment Plan.

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

Discuss three published instruments for assessing student skills or knowledge. Find whatever information you can on each instrument, and evaluate it.
Which instrument(s) would you recommend, if any, and why?

You may use the instruments found in the texts for this unit, but feel free to research addition instruments on your own. If you use an outside resource,
please include that Web site as part of your post.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources
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u07d2 - Group Exam Components

Unit 8  Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Instructional Settings, Part 1

u08s1 - Studies

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

With regard to the course other adult learning activity you have selected for your final project in this course, describe a group exam component that would
be useful in assessing student learning in this setting. List the component, and then describe why it would be effective.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Introduction

As the goal of providing meaningful assessment data has spread to all levels of education, the quest for increased accountability has spread to diverse
adult education instructional settings as well. Adult education takes place in a wide variety of venues, from universities to Elderhostel programs; from K–
12 schools to maximum-security prisons.

As stated in the Rose text, "The central issues facing adult educators concerned with assessment are obvious. The essential question is, what do people
learn in the programs? Additionally, we can ask, do individuals learn what is being taught? Of course, the simplest and most straightforward way to
measure this learning is through testing, before and after the program." However, as Rose also states, "The very complexity of the adult's life makes
measurement and assessment a difficult task. In addition, adults approach each learning opportunity with a vast reservoir of experience that can both
enhance and hinder the learning experience. The cultural biases that inhibit true assessment of children's learning are magnified in the assessment of
adults." (Rose & Leary, 1998, p.1).

Unit 8 focuses on assessing critical thinking in adult education settings, assessment of noncollegiate sponsored programs, multicultural approaches to
portfolio assessment, and assessment in a nontraditional college setting.

Reference

Rose, A. D., & Leahy, M. A. (1998). Assessing adult learning in diverse settings: Current issues and approaches. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use your Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Settings text to read:

• Chapter 2, "Assessing Critical Thinking," pages 17–30.
• Chapter 3, "The Assessment of Noncollegiate Sponsored Programs," pages 31–40.
• Chapter 4, "Multicultural Approaches to Portfolio Development," pages 41–54.
• Chapter 5, "A Model for Developing an Outcomes Assessment Plan: The Regents College Outcomes Assessment Framework," pages 55–64.

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment due this week, and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).

Multimedia

Examples 
of 
Diverse 
Adult 
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u08s2 - Assignment Preparation

u08d1 - Assessment of Critical Thinking

u08d2 - Noncollegiate Sponsored Instruction

Education 
Settings

Launch Presentation | Transcript

Click Launch Presentation to view Examples of Diverse Adult Education Settings, which shows the types of adult education settings in which
assessment occurs. This media piece will also inform this unit's discussion questions, the assignment due this week, and the final project (Unit 10
assignment).

Course Resources

Your assignment, Postsecondary Course Assessment Plan, is due this week. Commit 4 hours to its completion.

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

With regard to the course other adult learning activity you have selected for your final project in this course, describe a critical thinking assessment
component that would be useful in assessing student learning in this setting. Identify the component, and then explain in detail.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this two-part discussion question.

1. Consider the media piece for this unit, Examples of Diverse Adult Education Settings. After viewing the many adult settings for assessment, ask
yourself whether any were missing. Add any noncollegiate-sponsored adult education settings to the list that you know involve assessment. This
may be due to your personal experience, or to your awareness of the profession.

2. Then, after reviewing Chapter 3 of Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Settings, what are your feelings regarding the value and credibility of national
programs for assessing noncollegiate sponsored instruction, such as PONSI? Would a program such as PONSI be of any benefit to students in the
course or program you have selected for your term project? Why or why not?

Make sure to address both portions of the question.

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Examples of Diverse Adult Education Settings
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u08a1 - Postsecondary Course Assessment Plan

Unit 9  Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Instructional Settings, Part 2

u09s1 - Studies

u09s2 - Project Preparation

Course Resources

For this assignment, you will provide a description of the evaluation or assessment plan for the adult instructional activity you described in the Unit 3
assignment. Your paper should contain the following detailed information:

1. Brief description of the instructional activity: instructional setting, course title and description, overall objectives of the instructional activity, student
characteristics, instructor characteristics, and so forth.

2. An evaluation or assessment plan for each unit, to include the following:
◦ Goals and learning outcomes for each unit.
◦ Type of evaluation or assessment component(s) selected.
◦ Rationale for selecting these component(s).
◦ How the component(s) will be utilized or administered.
◦ Issues or problems that might be encountered and potential solutions to these problems.

3. Data collection and analysis: What data will be collected, how will it be analyzed, who should data be shared with and how, et cetera.

Your paper should be 6–8 pages, not including the cover sheet and reference list. See the course project description for formatting requirements.

Introduction

Unit 9 continues the examination of assessment strategies in diverse adult instructional settings. In this unit we will move beyond nontraditional higher
education settings to explore assessment issues and approaches in three additional contexts: adult basic education, workplace learning, and community
education.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use your Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Settings text to read:

• Chapter 6, "Assessment in Adult Basic Education Programs," pages 65–74.
• Chapter 7, "Assessing Workplace Learning: New Trends and New Possibilities," pages 75–86.
• Chapter 8, "Beyond Transfer of Training: Using Multiple Lenses to Assess Community Education Programs," pages 87–96.
• Chapter 9, "Assessment Themes and Issues," pages 97–100.

Use the Internet to read the article by Petty and Johnston "Adult Education in Non-Classroom Settings: A Pilot Test in Pennsylvania."

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions and the final project (Unit 10 assignment).
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u09d1 - Assessing Workplace Learning

u09d2 - Assessing Community Education Programs

Unit 10  Understanding and Using Assessment Results

Commit 1.5 hours this week toward the completion of your final project, Implementation Plan and Reflection, due next week.

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

After reviewing Chapter 7 of Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Settings, what are your feelings regarding the value and credibility of alternative
approaches to assessing workplace learning, such as narratives or dialogic approaches? Would any of these alternative approaches be of benefit when
assessing learning in the course or program you have selected for your term project? Why or why not?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

After reviewing Chapter 8 of Assessing Adult Learning in Diverse Settings, what are your feelings regarding the value and credibility of alternative
approaches to assessing community education programs, such as transfer of training, knowledge utilization, and so forth? Would any of these alternative
approaches be of benefit when assessing learning in the course or program you have selected for your term project? Why or why not?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Introduction

Throughout this course we have focused on major techniques and methods for assessing learning in traditional college classrooms as well as in a variety
of nontraditional adult education settings. At this point, you have assembled an assessment toolbox that should be of use to you in developing strategies
for assessing and evaluating adult learning in your own teaching setting.

Unit 10 provides you with insight into understanding and using assessment results and focuses on the following topics: setting benchmarks or standards,
summarizing and analyzing assessment results, and using assessment results effectively and appropriately.
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u10s1 - Studies

u10s2 - Project Preparation

u10a1 - Implementation Plan and Reflection

Reference

Suskie, L. (2018). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide (3nd ed.). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Learning Activities

Readings
Use the Capella Library to complete the following:

• In your Assessing Student Learning: A Common Sense Guide text:
◦ Chapter 22, "Setting Meaningful Standards and Targets," pages 287–304.
◦ Chapter 23, "Summarizing and Storing Evidence of Student Learning," pages 305–318.
◦ Chapter 24, "Analyzing Evidence of Student Learning," pages 319–332.
◦ Chapter 25, “Sharing Evidence of Student Learning,” pages 333–354.
◦ Chapter 26, “Using Evidence of Student Learning to Inform Important Decisions,” pages 355–366.

These readings will inform this unit's discussion questions, as well as the final project, which is due this week.

Your final project is due this week. Commit 4 hours to its completion.

This is your final project and the culmination of your Postsecondary Course Assessment Plan.

For this final project, submit the revised versions of the three papers you wrote for this course. Use your instructor's feedback to help guide you in your
revisions. These three papers are:

1. Description of the Educational Activity.
2. Description of Instructional Units.
3. Postsecondary Course Assessment Plan.

In addition, write:

1. A comprehensive introduction to set the stage for the paper and briefly describe what will be covered.
2. A conclusion of approximately 3–5 pages. The conclusion should include:

◦ A summary of the assessment plan for your course or other adult instructional activity. Be careful not to restate what you have already
written. Instead, offer a clear summary that ties together the different components of your analysis.

◦ Your own evaluation of the plan you developed: including strengths, weaknesses, issues encountered, what you might have done
differently, et cetera.

◦ Your personal reflection regarding the process you followed in developing your project, important concepts learned, conclusions,
recommendations, and so forth.

◦ A title page, abstract, and bibliography that follow APA guidelines.

Project Requirements
To have a successful project experience and outcome, you are expected to meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.



u10d1 - Using Benchmarks or Standards

u10d2 - Course Evaluation

• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to APA (6th edition) style and formatting.
• Resources: The scholarly sources you have been working with, along with any additional sources you have used in this project.
• Page length: 15–20 pages, typed and double spaced.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Portfolio Prompt: You are required to save this learning activity to your ePortfolio.

Course Resources

Remember to complete the readings and activities in the unit studies before answering this discussion question.

In your own teaching setting, which kinds of standards or benchmarks do you use (or would you use most often) when evaluating students' work in your
classes?

• Why do you (or would you) use this benchmark or these benchmarks? What does your choice say about you as a teacher? What does it say about
what you value in your classroom?

• If you use a local standard, how do you decide on the cut-off point for each grade? What does this say about you as a teacher?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners.

Course Resources

Congratulations on completing this course! We hope you find what have learned about assessments to be valuable as you move forward in your course
of study, and in your career. Please take some time to answer the following:

• What were the three most significant areas of learning for you in this course?
• What about this course was the most frustrating or left you unclear or confused?
• How has your view of collaboration changed based on the course readings and interaction with your fellow learners?
• What changes would you recommend for this course in general?

Response Guidelines
Once you have posted your response, review the posts of other learners. Post responses to at least two other learners. Remember to congratulate one
another on successful completion of this course, and consider making connections to enrich your experience as you move forward.

Course Resources

ePortfolio
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