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Course Overview

This course addresses the developmental stages of children from the prenatal period through early childhood up to age 8. You will critically examine how
children develop physically, socially, emotionally, and intellectually—particularly in terms of family, society, and culture. In addition, you will explore the
impact of childhood on later developmental life stages.

You will also evaluate children's needs in terms of theory, research, and current issues. By applying this theory and research, you will be able to make
appropriate recommendations to address children's evolving needs across contexts. Knowledge and understanding of child development will provide the
foundation for proposing new research directions.

Understanding these early years of psychological development supports and guides professional practice with children, parents, and families.
Throughout this course, you will have numerous opportunities to apply course content to research and practice roles in child development. In this course,
child development is viewed as a dynamic, challenging, complex, and multifaceted area of inquiry.

Important Message About External Exam Requirement
The Minnesota Teacher Licensure Exam (MTLE) is an important program requirement for Capella learners who enrolled in the MS Reading and Literacy
or Early Childhood Education programs, July 2012 and beyond. The MTLE serves as an external validation assessment, and learners must successfully
pass the exam to ensure that they have gained the necessary knowledge prior to entering clinical practice.

It is ideal that you take the MTLE immediately following your last specialization course, so that the information is fresh in your mind and you have the
opportunity to re-take the exam, if needed. Your official passing score report will be a component of the graduation audit and will be needed as part of
program completion.

Please note that Early Childhood Education learners are only required to take the Content-Area Tests in Early Childhood Education (Birth to Grade
3) and not the Pedagogy test. The Content-Area Test in Early Childhood Education (Birth to Grade 3) includes two subtests (Test Codes 020 and 021).
Candidates must take and pass both subtests to apply for practicum, to meet program requirements, and/or to qualify for a Minnesota license in this
field. If you accidentally take the Pedagogy: Early Childhood Education (Birth to Grade 3) test, this test will not be accepted toward graduation and you
will have to complete and pass the Content-Area Tests in Early Childhood Education (Birth to Grade 3).

Please read the MTLE document, Minnesota Teacher Licensure Exam – FAQs.

Course Competencies

To successfully complete this course, you will be expected to:

Course Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Analyze how children develop physically, emotionally, socially, and intellectually from the prenatal period to age 8 years,
by applying psychological theories or research concepts.

1

Evaluate the influences of family, society, and culture on child development.2

Assess children's evolving needs from infancy to age 8 years.3

Communicate in a manner that is scholarly, professional, and consistent with expectations for members of the early
childhood profession.

4
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Required

The materials listed below are required to complete the learning activities in this course.

Integrated Materials

Many of your required books are available via the VitalSource Bookshelf link in the courseroom, located in your Course Tools. Registered learners in a
Resource Kit program can access these materials using the courseroom link on the Friday before the course start date. Some materials are available
only in hard-copy format or by using an access code. For these materials, you will receive an email with further instructions for access. Visit the Course
Materials page on Campus for more information.

Book

Berk, L. E., & Meyers, A. B. (2016). Infants, children, and adolescents (8th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson. ISBN: 9780133936735.

Library

• Mooney, C. G. (2013). Theories of childhood: An introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget & Vygotsky (2nd ed.). St. Paul, MN: Redleaf
Press.

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• National Association for the Education of Young Children (Producer). (n.d.). How to use the Code: Day-to-day practice in programs for young
children [Video]. Available from http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics

• National Association for the Education of Young Children (Producer). (n.d.). How to use the code: Overview [Video]. Available from
http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics



• National Association for the Education of Young Children (Producer). (n.d.). Introduction: History of NAEYC's code of ethical conduct [Video].
Available from http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics

• National Association for the Education of Young Children (Producer). (n.d.). Overview of the Code of Ethical Conduct [Video]. Available from
http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics

• National Association for the Education of Young Children (Producer). (n.d.). Using the code: Scenario 1-naptime [Video]. Available from
http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics

• National Association for the Education of Young Children. (2005, April). NAEYC code of ethical conduct and statement of commitment [PDF].
Retrieved from http://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/file/positions/PSETH05.pdf

• Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. (n.d.). 8710.2100 Code of ethics for Minnesota teachers.Minnesota Administrative Rules.
Retrieved from https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/rules/?id=8710.2100

Suggested

Optional

The following optional materials are offered to provide you with a better understanding of the topics in this course. These materials are not required to
complete the course.

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• American Psychological Association. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.apa.org
• National Association for the Education of Young Children (Producer). (n.d.). Making the code more visible and a reflection: The importance of the
code [Video]. Available from http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics

• National Association for the Education of Young Children (Producer). (n.d.). Using the code: Scenario 2-didactic large group instruction [Video].
Available from http://www.naeyc.org/ecp/resources/ethics

• National Scientific Council on the Developing Child. (2005). Children's emotional development is built into the architecture of their brains. (Working
Paper II). Retrieved from http://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp2/

Projects

Project  Child Development Progressive Case Study

Project Overview

Your course project consists of a case study analysis and a comprehensive review of a child's development. You will trace the child's development in
three stages—infancy and toddlerhood; preschool; and early elementary—and assess the child's developmental needs through the application of theory
and research.

You will examine how the child featured in your case study develops physically, socially, emotionally, and intellectually, and you will identify factors that
impact that development, which may include family, society, and culture. You will be expected to support your work throughout the project with
appropriate references from child development theory, research, and exploration of current issues. When appropriate, you may make recommendations
to address the child's evolving needs.

Case Studies
Profiles of five children representing a variety of circumstances have been provided for you in the course project studies as well as in the Resources area
of each assignment. These five students are profiled at both the preschool and early elementary stages. Review these profiles and identify one child
whose development you will follow throughout this project. In Units 6, 8, and 10, you will complete a case study analysis of your selected child, based on
the description provided for you in the simulations. You will identify factors that impact the physical, cognitive, and social-emotional development of the
child. Factors may include individual differences (such as personality, biology, and physical challenges), family structure, religion, socioeconomic status,
cultural practices, and society. You will be expected to identify the child's developmental challenges and to discuss potential actions that might be taken
to address those challenges.



Unit 1  Child Development Theories

Comprehensive Analysis
As part of your Unit 10 assignment, you will synthesize your earlier project case studies to complete your comprehensive case study analysis. You will be
expected to do the following:

• Provide a comprehensive review of your child's development throughout the three stages.
• Describe the major influences that impacted the child's development, which may include culture, parenting, socioeconomic status, and social

systems.
• Analyze the potential impact that environmental factors may have had on the child.
• Provide a review of related literature that you utilized throughout the project to support your work. You may include the references that you cited

throughout the project.
• Provide recommendations.

The sections of the case study that you will complete in Units 4, 6, and 8 should be 3–5 pages in length for each assignment. In Unit 10, your
comprehensive case study synopsis should also be approximately five pages in length. This includes a literature review, synthesis, and
recommendations. In total, your final paper, including all three case studies, should be approximately 20 pages.

Refer to the assignment descriptions in Units 4, 6, 8, and 10 for detailed assignment instructions.

• Written communication: Use the accepted form and style of the education professions, employing grammar, punctuation, and mechanics
expected of graduate-level composition and expression.

• References: Include a minimum of 20 academic, peer-reviewed resources.
• APA style and formatting: Resources and citations should be formatted according to current APA style and formatting guidelines.
• Length of paper: Approximately 20 typed, double-spaced pages. This includes the case studies from Units 4, 6, 8, and 10, along with analyses,

synthesis, and recommendations.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Introduction

The major theories of child development have laid the foundation for current knowledge in the field of child psychology. In this unit, you will be introduced
to historical and theoretical perspectives in the field of child psychology. You will look at a variety of theories and how their influences have affected our
thinking today on how children develop. This unit will explore these theories for their relevance to child development in terms of research and
interventions in a variety of settings (therapeutic, educational, and familial). These theories include many perspectives: psychoanalytic, humanistic,
cognitive, learning, information processing, and ecological systems. Many well-known theorists have contributed to the field of child psychology, including
Sigmund Freud, Erik Erikson, Lev Vygotsky, and Jean Piaget, to name a few.

You will begin in this unit to think about how the developing child may be shaped by his or her environment and biology; whether development is a
continuous, smooth process or a process of moving from stage to stage; and what part is played by the child's own personality characteristics. You will
have an opportunity to more closely examine and discuss theories of child development and explore their relevance in today's world. Theory, research,
and clinical applications are viewed today through a sociocultural lens (contexts that until fairly recently have been overlooked), which may partly
determine the applicability and longevity of theory over time.

The field of child development has recently undergone a period of dramatic expansion. New understanding about how the brain continues to develop
after birth and how the child's physiology interacts with his or her sociocultural context has increased our understanding of child development. This
evolving knowledge can be studied with respect to traditional developmental theories. Professionals who work with children are now in the role of
providing education and guidance about how to apply this information with the goal of supporting children's optimal development.

As you complete the study activities for this unit, keep in mind that the role of those working with young children is to serve as interpreters of scientific and
theoretical information to families of clients and to the educational community. With knowledge of research and ethical practices, we are obligated to
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ensure that parents and adults who work with children are provided accurate information about how children can optimally develop. In addition, as
professionals, we are in the position to serve as advocates, particularly when children's developmental needs are not being met.

Theories about child development have changed over the years. The demand to demonstrate efficacious practices in school settings is increasing. With
these factors in mind, critically review the material covered in the readings in terms of its continuing usefulness to the field.

Learning Activities

Readings
Complete the following:

• Read the Early Childhood Candidate Handbook [PDF] for important information about your program and program requirements.
• Read Learner Expectations for important information about your success in this course.
• Read the Professional Communications and Writing Guide. You are expected to adhere to these guidelines when writing a discussion post, peer

response, or paper, as well as when using citations and references.
• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 1, "History, Theory, and Research Strategies," pages 2–49. This chapter highlights the major

theorists in child development and presents research methods used when studying children.
• In Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget & Vygotsky (2nd ed.), read the Introduction, "Joining Theory to

Practice" on pages 5–10.

Multimedia
View the Child Psychology Resources accordion file that has been developed to provide you with a wealth of information on the subject. These resources
will be available in every unit. Some of the resources are mandatory; others have been provided to assist you with your research efforts related to your
course project assignments. Take some time to review the resources provided, paying particular attention to the Child Psychology Research Guide, as
you will continually refer to it throughout the course.

In preparation for the discussions in this unit, review the following presentations in Child Psychology Resources under Academic Resources:

• Stages, Milestones, and Domains.
• Theories of Development.

Review the course project description to learn about the requirements for your Child Development Progressive Case Study. Once you have completed
your review, explore Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool and Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary. As you progress
through these first few units, consider how the content you are studying relates to these profiles. In Unit 4, you will be expected to select the child you will
study for your course project.

Read the Attributes and Evaluation of Discussion Contributions to learn how the instructor will evaluate your discussion participation throughout this
course. In addition to that document, you will also be evaluated on your ability to meet the following objectives:

• Draft discussion postings and responses that are concise, balanced, and logically organized.
• Extend consideration of the topic by including one of more of the following in your discussion postings and responses: new information, pertinent

questions, constructive or corrective feedback, or alternative viewpoints.
• Communicate in a manner that respects the dignity and integrity of fellow learners, colleagues, peers, and instructors.
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• Exercise appropriate levels and types of personal disclosure and exhibit sensitivity to your classmates who may share personal experiences that
enhance the quality of our discussions and pertain to the subject matter covered in this course. Note: You should not feel pressured to disclose
personal experiences if it is beyond your comfort level.

As you begin this course, it is important that you have a strong theoretical base from which to build your knowledge of child development. This discussion
will be centered on two media presentations ("Stages, Milestones, and Domains" and "Human Development Theorists") from the Child Psychology
Resources in this unit's studies. Choose two theories relating to child development to compare and contrast, identifying the strengths and weaknesses of
each one. Be sure to consider how culture and context interact with these theories. Apply these theories to real-life examples to illustrate your points.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Do you agree with each learner's assessment of the theories? Why or why not? What real-life examples can you
add?

Course Resources

Introduction

During this unit, you will be introduced to some of the research methods utilized in gathering data about children. Methods include self-reports and
observations, interviews of parents and teachers, in-depth case studies, and experiments. Three developmental research design approaches particularly
noteworthy when studying children are the cross-sectional longitudinal, sequential, and microgenetic designs. You will also study general designs such
as correlational and experimental for their relevance to child research.

These designs allow researchers to examine how change occurs in children over time and to compare behaviors in children of differing ages. Whatever
the research method used, ethical considerations must be taken into account, and children's rights must be observed; you will be asked to comment on
these. No discussion of research on children can be introduced without the discussion of ethics. Given that children are the most vulnerable population,
specific ethical guidelines have been developed for their protection. The conclusion of this unit explores children's rights in research.

Learning Activities

Readings
Complete the following:

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 2, "Genetic and Environmental Foundations," on pages 50–89.
• In Theories of Childhood, read Chapter 1, "John Dewey," pages 13–32. This provides an overview of Dewey's theory and provides a historical

context for current education.

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to explore additional resources pertaining to child development research.

In preparation for a discussion in this unit, review the following presentations in Child Psychology Resources under Academic Resources:

• Common Information-Gathering Methods.
• Strengths and Limitations of Research Design.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Attributes and Evaluation of Discussion Contributions.

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript

Professional Communications and Writing Guide.



u02a1 - EPP Dispositions

u02d1 - Research Methods

You are expected to develop the professional attitudes, values, and beliefs that support student learning and development. You are also expected to
demonstrate these professional dispositions in your interactions with students, families, colleagues, and communities.

An early childhood educator who has developed the desired dispositions:

1. Fosters a sense of community by modelling effective, fair and ethical interpersonal behaviors. Provides positive reinforcement when
appropriate; seeks to solve problems; is involved beyond minimum expectations; encourages others to share ideas; participates in group/team
collaboration; accepts consensus; offers assistance where possible.

2. Maintains a high level of competence and integrity in one's practice. Engages in ongoing self-reflection while seeking constructive criticism to
improve interactions with students; identifies his/her strengths and needs while working to update skills and knowledge and adjust dispositions
accordingly; organizes information and materials to facilitate all students’ success.

3. Demonstrates flexibility, comfort with uncertainty, and willingness to take risks. Adapts to changes in the workplace (such as schedules,
school closures, safety drills, et cetera); takes advantage of the teachable moment; tries unfamiliar technology and techniques; and encourages
students and peers to take appropriate risks.

4. Recognizes one's own biases and respects the diversity of others. Incorporates diverse perspectives; uses practices that respectfully reflect the
diversity of both the community and beyond; responds respectfully to diverse opinions and lifestyles; provides participants opportunities to share
cultures; and creates a climate of inclusivity.

5. Exhibits professional demeanor and professional behavior. Exhibits personal integrity; is punctual; dresses professionally; respects personal
boundaries with regard to sharing or seeking information of a personal/intimate nature; uses correct language and avoids slang/colloquialisms when
interacting with students; sensitive and professional use of social media.

6. Takes responsibility for one's own actions. Follows through on responsibilities and tasks in a timely manner; accepts and acts on constructive
suggestions; following policy, protocols and utilizing appropriate methods for change; accepting blame when responsible for outcomes.

For this assignment, use the Learner Self-Assessment of EPP Dispositions Scoring Guide [DOC] (linked in the Resources) to rate yourself on each
disposition. Indicate the level that you believe best describes you, and provide a rationale for the score you assigned to each disposition. When you have
completed the self-assessment, submit it as an attachment to this assignment.

Your instructor will also rate you on the EPP dispositions at the level that best describes you based on courseroom interactions with the instructor and
other learners, as well as discussion and assignment responses. When you receive your feedback, compare it to your self-assessment to determine
gaps or differences identified by your instructor. Reflect on what you can do to address the items noted.

Course Resources

In this course, you will be identifying research articles and analyzing the research, so it is important that you understand the methods by which research
is conducted. This discussion will draw from the other two media presentations ("Strengths and Limitations of Common Information-Gathering Methods"
and "Strengths and Limitations of Research Designs") from the Child Psychology Resources in this unit's studies. Critique two research methods,
focusing on the practical and ethical importance of these methods in child development. Then choose the one method you think is more practical and
ethical and defend your position with research or your professional experience.

Response Guidelines

Respond to at least two other learners. Do you agree with each learner's critique? Why or why not? Would you have made a different choice? Why?

Course Resources

EPP Dispositions Scoring Guide [DOC]

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide
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For this assignment, you will complete the self-assessment document (attached in the Resources), which asks you to reflect on your own competencies
and dispositions.

You will also take the same self-assessment prior to and at the end of ED5450 – Practicum in Early Childhood Education. As you complete this self-
assessment, be sure to review the state and national standards to which each outcome and competency are aligned. Links to the appropriate state and
national standards are provided within the form.

Course Resources

Introduction

In this unit, a variety of prenatal factors are identified. Influences originating from the genetic heritage of the developing fetus are considered since they
have a direct effect on the health and potential development of the newborn. The interrelationship of complex elements, both prenatal and external, is a
rich area of continuing research and controversy.

The period of gestation is subject to numerous maternal, familial, and environmental influences. Some of these influences may create vulnerabilities to
psychological conditions (such as shyness or schizophrenia) or to physical conditions (such as genetic diseases) after birth or much later. Exposure to
specific teratogens (agents such as drugs and conditions such as poverty) may also negatively impair prenatal development and may result in birth
defects, causing developmental abnormalities. For example, most of us are familiar with the effects of nicotine and alcohol, two common teratogens, on
prenatal development.

The prenatal environment, in combination with external environmental factors, contributes to the etiology of a child's overall development. By identifying
and understanding major prenatal factors, the psychologist or educator is better equipped to provide advice and counsel to parents both before and after
their child's birth. Educational programs that address the decisions that parents must make with reference to teratogenic risk factors should be tempered
with sensitive counseling methods. Psychologists and educators working with parents-to-be, therefore, will find it essential to become familiar with the
material in this unit.

Historically, child development theorists have lined up on either side of the nature versus nurture controversy, with some who insist that heredity largely
determines development while others have placed emphasis on environment. Today, it is generally accepted that neither heredity nor environment is
wholly responsible. Rather, it is the interaction of both and their relative contributions that determine development outcomes. In this unit, you will learn
about some of the complex ways that heredity and environment interact. Research on adopted children and twins has helped sort out which factors
belong in the two categories and to what degree.

Given the effects of nature and nurture on a newborn's early physical and emotional development, the specific influences of parenting, family, culture,
and society have particular relevance. In sum, this unit identifies, analyzes, and evaluates major prenatal factors (such as teratogens) and contexts (such
as parents, family, and culture) all within the nature and nurture framework.

Learning Activities

Readings
Complete the following:

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, review Chapter 2, "Genetic and Environmental Foundations," on pages 50–89.

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript

ECE Self-Assessment [DOC]
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• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 3, "Prenatal Development," on pages 90–121.
• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 4, "Birth and the Newborn Baby," on pages 122–157.

These chapters focus on the prenatal development, birth, and newborn status of children and the factors that impact this stage of development.

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to learn more about physical and cognitive development from conception through the newborn stage.

In preparation for a discussion in this unit, listen to the following NPR podcast under Child Development:

• Twins Data Reshaping Nature Versus Nurture Debate.

In Unit 4, you will be finalizing the selection of the child you will study to complete your course project. If you have not done so recently, review Child
Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool and Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary, along with the course project description, to
make your choice.

Refer to the Subject Selection assignment description and scoring guide for specific instructions as to how to complete the assignment.

Suppose that you have been asked by an expectant mother to explain what teratogens are and how they may affect prenatal and infant development.
Select at least one teratogen and its possible effects to focus on. Offer the expectant mother information to learn more about avoiding teratogens and
their effects. Provide resources you could share with her to illustrate your response.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Based on what each learner wrote, what else can expectant mothers do to avoid teratogens? What additional
resources might you recommend?

Course Resources

In addition to your readings in this unit's studies, you were instructed to listen to the NPR podcast, Twins Data Reshaping Nature Versus Nurture Debate,
from the Child Psychology Resources (linked in Resources). For this discussion, compare and contrast your assigned readings regarding nature versus
nurture to the information shared in the podcast. What did you find most interesting in the NPR conversation? How do social and cultural environments
impact newborns? Share any professional or personal observations that support your post.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Do you agree with each learner's comments about nature versus nurture? Why or why not? What else can you
add to the discussion?

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide
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Course Resources

Introduction

During the first few years of life, rapid growth and changes take place. Numerous milestones occur in the areas of sensation, perception, cognition, and
psychosocial adjustment within the context of the environment, highlighting the reciprocal influences of nature and nurture on development. A child's
brain and body undergo explosive growth. There are sensitive periods in a young child's brain development that are supported by stimulating
environments. During this time, a child's brain is highly plastic, in that many areas of the brain are not yet committed to specific functions, indicating a
responsiveness and adaptiveness in relation to the environment. Experience-expectant brain development is universal, depending on ordinary learning
experiences, whereas experience-dependent brain growth relies on specific learning experiences that are unique to individual contexts.

How children learn to think and begin to make sense of their world in these first two years is explained by one major model of cognitive development
constructed by Jean Piaget (1962). In the first two years of life, Piaget proposed that children develop sensorimotor intelligence, which describes how
babies think by using their senses and motor skills. Another area related to infant cognition and intelligence is development of sensory-perceptual skills.
One such theory is known as habituation, which is the process of getting accustomed to an object or event through repeated exposure. By studying
habituation, researchers have been able to learn about infants's understanding of their world, as well as their intelligence.

Language acquisition is another area of development that begins at birth and can either be stimulated to progress optimally or be impeded in a variety of
ways. This unit explores theories of language development, as well as factors that promote or impede the process. Awareness of how language is
normally acquired can guide advice given to parents and educators. Research into how language evolves and is influenced by sociocultural variables
adds another dimension to psychological and educational understanding of this fundamental capability. The role of parents and other adults in fostering
language development is varied and rich in possibilities.

In sum, the earliest years of life are characterized by rapid, dramatic growth in all systems within the infant, continuing into toddlerhood. Specific areas of
development involving the brain, cognition, and language will be emphasized in this unit.

Reference

Piaget, J. (1962). Play, dreams, and imitation in childhood. New York, NY: Norton.

Learning Activities

Readings
Complete the following:

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 5, "Physical Development in Infancy and Toddlerhood," on pages 158–199. Focus on how the
infant's brain and body develop.

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 6, "Cognitive Development in Infancy and Toddlerhood," on pages 200–243. Pay special
attention to Piaget's theory of infant cognition and the theories and process of language acquisition.

• In Theories of Childhood, read Chapter 4, "Jean Piaget," on pages 77–97. This is a good overview of Piagetian Theory and how it is applied.

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to learn more about physical and cognitive development in infancy and toddlerhood.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript
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Choose Your Subject
Review the Child Development Case Study Profiles, and identify the child you would like to focus on for your course project. Explain why you picked that
particular child. Identify potential prenatal, infant, or toddler events that may have impacted the child's overall development to date. Then identify the two
child development theories that you think best apply to that child, and discuss why those theories are most applicable to his or her case study. Use
scholarly research to support your ideas.

Assignment Requirements
• Written communication: Use the accepted form and style of the education professions, employing grammar, punctuation, and mechanics

expected of graduate-level composition and expression.
• References: Include a minimum of two academic, peer-reviewed resources aside from the text that support your explanation.
• APA style and formatting: Resources and citations should be formatted according to APA style and formatting guidelines.
• Length of paper: 3–5 typed, double-spaced pages.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide additional feedback on your academic writing.

Course Resources

If you were speaking at a seminar to new parents, how would you explain the infant brain? Discuss how an infant's brain develops and how an infant's
physical growth occurs within the context of the environment. Include the processes of brain plasticity and experience-expectant versus experience-
dependent brain growth.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Comment on each learner's explanation of the infant brain.

Course Resources

Compare and contrast early language development theories and outcomes. How do social and cultural factors influence language development?
Support your answer with theory or research. What three strategies can parents and child caretakers use to promote language acquisition?

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool | Transcript

APA Style and Format

Capella Writing Feedback Tool

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide
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Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Comment on the three strategies each learner chose. What else can you add? What advice do you have for
implementing these strategies?

Course Resources

Introduction

In this unit, the social-emotional experience of the infant is discussed in terms of attachment and temperament. Related to emotional development,
attachment is the emotional bond between child and parent, which begins to develop in the second half of the first year. Psychosocial development is yet
another area that has its beginnings in infancy. According to the first stage of Erikson's theory (1968), infants negotiate the development of trust with their
primary caregivers, which is a process built upon the availability and consistency of caregiver responses to the needs of infants. For example,
development of attachment between parent and child is a critical psychosocial task. As the infant develops the capacity to respond to the environment,
so the environment responds to the infant. This ongoing interaction between infant and parent or caregiver establishes the foundation for the child's
emotional life.

The quality of early childhood life is intricately interwoven with parenting and care received from other significant adults. Nonparental care has become
an issue as a greater number of infants are attending day care programs. The quality and effectiveness of these programs have been debated and
researched. In the psychosocial and educational areas, the effects of nonparental care on development are continually being assessed by researchers
(Boyd & Bee, 2008). Emotional, psychosocial, cognitive, and perceptual processes are influenced by the sociocultural milieu in which a child lives.
Psychologists and counselors working with children and parents must have a solid understanding of how growth occurs and an appreciation for the
complexity of a young child's life.

The research on emotions as they relate to child growth and development is extensive. It is perhaps one of the most fascinating arenas of investigation to
be explored over the past decade. Over time, infants learn to express an array of feelings, including fear, anger, pleasure, and affection. The way the
people in an infant's environment respond has a profound impact on many aspects of the infant's development, including self-esteem. The early years of
a child's development establish a template for subsequent emotional integration, resilience, and stability.

Along with considering the nature of these emotional elements, we will direct specific attention toward the powerful theory of attachment. Attachment is
an important developmental process that lays the foundation for future relationships, the formation of a healthy sense of self, and success in negotiating
life's challenges. Evidence of attachment is seen when infants smile or wave their arms in excitement when parents or caretakers approach. The quality
of attachment is affected by parenting styles and the child's own temperament and responses. Temperament represents the unique psychological traits
that become the precursor to personality. Temperament is influenced by the environment, specifically parenting, and may also affect parent-child
attachment.

References

Boyd, D., & Bee, H. (2008). Lifespan development (5th ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Erikson, E. (1968). Identity, youth, and crisis. New York, NY: Norton.

Learning Activities

Readings
Complete the following:

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 7, "Emotional and Social Development in Infancy and Toddlerhood," pages 244–281. This
chapter focuses on the social self in relation to the environment, covering major concepts such as temperament and attachment.

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read pages 282–283, which provide an overview of major milestones in infancy and toddlerhood.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u05s2 - Preschool Case Study

u05d1 - Temperament

u05d2 - Attachment

• In Theories of Childhood, read Chapter 3, "Erik Erikson," on pages 53–75. This gives a good overview of Erikson's theory and its current
applications.

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to review resources regarding infancy and toddlerhood.

Your next project assignment, Preschool Case Study, is due in Unit 6. If you have not yet done so, it is critical that you begin your work on this case study
in order to have sufficient time to complete it.

Be sure that you include the work of theorists that support your analysis. You may also want to refer to the Child Psychology Resources file, which
contains the Child Psychology Research Guide and other valuable sources of information, to help you complete your assignment. Refer to the following
media to prepare for your assignment as well:

• Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool.
• Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary.

For this discussion, focus on the development of temperament in the context of nature versus nurture, emphasizing the parent-child relationship. Share
real-life professional or personal observations that illustrate the development of temperament, citing major theories or recent research to support your
observations.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Do you agree with each learner's comments? Why or why not? What can you add from research you have found
or from your own experience?

Course Resources

What kind of advice can you provide to parents to help their child develop secure attachments? Support your posting by applying and citing theory and
research related to attachment.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Comment on the advice each learner gives. Support your comments with theory or research.

Course Resources

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 6  Preschool: Physical and Cognitive Development

u06s1 - Studies

u06a1 - Preschool Case Study

Introduction

In terms of development, we usually think of the preschool period as ages 3 to 5 or 6 years. During this time, young children's thinking, memory, and
intelligence take significant leaps. Further, the development of relationships with others increases, particularly with peers. As children begin to influence
one another through their interactions, the function of their play becomes important to the development of social and cognitive skills. At this time, gender
awareness also emerges. All of these changes take place within the context of family, peers, and communities. Unfortunately, within these contexts,
some children may also be exposed to poverty and violence.

During this time, peer interactions take on greater importance. In particular, play becomes a critical means of learning cognitive and prosocial behavior
skills. Piaget (1962) outlined sequences of play where children incrementally develop more sophisticated play skills as they advance through the stages.
The adoption of higher sequences of play indicates a child's progressive social and cognitive advances through peer interaction and awareness of
themselves in relation to others. How children think in early childhood is explained by Piaget's stage model. Piaget suggested that children cognitively
develop in relation to interactions with their environment. Children are active explorers of their world, and through this exploration, they learn to develop
cognitively. During early childhood, toddlers and preschoolers begin to think symbolically, although not necessarily logically. At this age, children's
thinking is egocentric, meaning they are not able to see other perspectives; Piaget referred to this stage as preoperational. Based on Piaget's theory,
early childhood education programs that help children's learning and memory to develop also expand their capabilities. During this period of children's
physical growth, gross and fine motor skills undergo rapid change.

In preschool ages, health issues related to nutrition, immunization, and health care are also salient. One health issue that has received a great deal of
scrutiny by child development experts, psychologists, and the medical community is autism. Autism is a developmental disorder involving abnormal brain
functioning, such as deficits in language, cognition, and social communication skills. Autism has received attention in the media of late due to the
controversy over its underlying causes. Thus, this unit will focus on health-related issues of the preschool years, along with a child's cognitive
development in relation to the environment.

Reference

Piaget, J. (1962). Play, dreams, and imitation in childhood. New York, NY: Norton.

Learning Activities

Readings
Complete the following:

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 8, "Physical Development in Early Childhood," on pages 284–309. This chapter reviews
physical development in early childhood, with an emphasis on health issues, health care, and childhood injuries.

• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 9, "Cognitive Development in Early Childhood," on pages 310–355. This chapter covers
cognitive development, particularly educational issues. It also highlights autism, a timely cognitive health issue.

Article Search
Search the Capella library or the Internet to locate a recent scholarly article that pertains to an early childhood health issue. Be prepared to discuss this
issue and to cite recent findings (including potential causes, treatments, prognoses, and so forth) in a discussion in this unit.

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to review additional resources pertaining to emotional and social development in early childhood.



u06d1 - Health Issues in Early Childhood

u06d2 - Cognitive Development in Early Childhood

For this assignment, you will review the preschool development of the child you have selected from the case studies.

Review the description of the child and use your course materials and other supporting academic research to complete the following:

• Apply one or two child development theories that you feel are most applicable to your case study child at his or her preschool stage of
development.

• Use those theories and current research to help you evaluate at least two of his or her most prevalent needs in the physical, social, emotional, and
cognitive areas.

• Analyze the predominant factors of family, society, and culture that impact the child's development.
• Provide validation and support for your work by including relevant examples and supporting research evidence.
• Communicate in a manner that is scholarly, professional, and consistent with expectations for members of the education professions.

Assignment Requirements
• Written communication: Use the accepted form and style of the education professions, employing grammar, punctuation, and mechanics

expected of graduate-level composition and expression.
• References: Include a minimum of six academic, peer-reviewed resources.
• APA style and formatting: Resources and citations should be formatted according to APA style and formatting guidelines.
• Length of paper: 3–5 typed, double-spaced pages.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide additional feedback on your academic writing.

Course Resources

Briefly describe normal physical development of a child during early childhood. Then research a health issue that is typically detected during early
childhood and share the most recent findings, including potential causes, treatments, prognoses, and so forth. Make sure to cite your references.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. What did you find most interesting regarding the health issue each learner selected?

Course Resources

Your next project assignment is due in this unit. This discussion may assist your preparation for that assignment.

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool | Transcript

APA Style and Format

Capella Writing Feedback Tool
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Unit 7  Preschool: Social and Emotional Development

u07s1 - Studies

Refer to the early childhood profile of the child you have selected as the subject of your course project. Apply the cognitive development theories of
Piaget and Vygotsky (in addition to the theories you chose for your Unit 4 assignment) to help you analyze your child's profile, focusing on at least two
areas of development, such as play, mental growth, and early childhood education.

You may utilize the peer reviews that you receive via your peer responses to help you craft your Unit 6 assignment if you wish to do so, but you are not
restricted to the use of the cognitive development theories addressed in this discussion. Thus, it is fine if you have chosen other theorists aside from
Piaget and Vygotsky for your Unit 6 assignment.

Response Guidelines
Select at least two analyses from other learners, and review them. Use the 2 + 2 method of peer review. See the guidelines provided in the Resources
area of this discussion to critique those analyses.

Course Resources

Introduction

At this stage of Erikson's theory (1968), children are challenged by the conflict of tackling the initiative versus guilt stage. Initiative suggests a sense of
purpose in accomplishing new tasks and engaging in peer activities. A child's self-concept begins to take shape in the emergence of self-esteem. As
children develop emotionally, early peer relationships, particularly first friendships, become important. During these early relationships, children begin to
develop skills for social problem solving. Social skills are influenced by parents directly through overt teaching of these skills and through encouragement
of peer social opportunities. Parents indirectly influence peer relationships through their parenting behaviors and their parent-child play practices.
Parenting styles and family remain critical to a child's overall development. Baumrind (1967) observed three styles of parenting. Others expanded these
ideas into four types of parenting styles: authoritative, authoritarian, permissive, and uninvolved. These styles have been found to affect children in
social, emotional, and academic areas.

Another important area of growth in early childhood is gender development. In the past several decades, an appreciation for the role that gender plays in
psychological development has strengthened. Biologically based research has helped to explain well-known (as well as more subtle) gender behavior
and the socioemotional expressions of these characteristics. To understand how gender relates to a child's internal developmental process, it is
necessary to review biological, cognitive, familial, and community sources of gender influence. Gender typing, a range of gender-stereotyped beliefs, are
a strong influence on preschool behaviors. During this time, gender identity emerges. Social learning theory and cognitive-developmental theory have
differing views of how this identity unfolds. Psychologists can play a direct role in guiding the discussion of gender issues, as well as serve as sources of
expert advice to parents, educators, community leaders, and policy decision makers in this regard (Boyd & Bee, 2008).

Exploration of how children grow and develop into healthy adults requires study of the family systems in which children are reared. Family includes
parents, siblings, and extended family members who may or may not play active roles in childhood. The impact of the family on all aspects of child
psychology is profound and serves as a template for all future development. The complexity of family influence on child psychology continues to be a rich
area of research and is often the major focus for the child psychology clinician and educator. For this reason, the context of the family requires ongoing
attention from all adults who care for, raise, educate, and provide helping services to children. The socialization process begins in children's families.
Parents or primary caretakers have an enormous influence over children, since children tend to model parents and family in attitudes, behaviors, and
values.

References

Baumrind, D. (1967). Child care practices anteceding three patterns of preschool behavior. Genetic Psychological Monographs, 75, 43–88.

Boyd, D., & Bee, H. (2008). Lifespan development (5th ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Erikson, E. (1968). Identity, youth, and crisis. New York, NY: Norton.

Learning Activities
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Unit 8  Early Elementary: Physical and Cognitive Development

Readings
Use your Infants, Children, and Adolescents text to complete the following:

• Read Chapter 10, "Emotional and Social Development in Early Childhood," on pages 356–401. This chapter focuses on early childhood self-
concept in relation to parents and peers.

• Read pages 402–403, which provide an overview of the developmental milestones in early childhood.

In Theories of Childhood, read Chapter 2, "Maria Montessori," on pages 35–50. This is an overview of Maria Montessori's theory and how it is applied
today.

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to review additional resources pertaining to physical and cognitive development in early childhood.

Your next project assignment, Early Elementary Case Study, is due in Unit 8. If you have not yet done so, it is critical that you begin your work on this
case study in order to have sufficient time to complete your work.

Be sure that you include the work of theorists that support your analysis. You may also want to refer to the Child Psychology Resources file, which
contains the Child Psychology Research Guide and other valuable sources of information, to help you complete your assignment.

Refer to the following media pieces as you work on your assignment:

• Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool.
• Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary.

Analyze Erikson's theory and apply it to a child's selfhood and emotional development. Then select a theory pertaining to social learning and cognitive
development and compare and contrast its explanation of children's gender identity and social development with Erikson's. The theory you select should
closely relate to real-life contexts of children's emotional, social, and gender development.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Do you agree with each learner's assessment of the theories? Why or why not? What major points are missing
from the arguments?

Course Resources

Introduction

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u08s1 - Studies

u08a1 - Early Elementary Case Study

The little ones are growing up, but even as they enter elementary school, we have to be cognizant of the fact these are still young children with a lot of
growing to do across all domains. Physically, children at age 6 years weigh on average about 45 pounds and then gain 5 pounds per year. Children from
economically advantaged homes are usually at their healthiest and most active and so many children enjoy starting both team and individual sports.
Poverty, however is the major predictor of poor health during this stage (Berk & Meyers, 2016) with many not only lacking access to health care but also
safe homes and good nutrition. In fact, obesity is a major issue with young children as well as adults today. In the United States, 21 percent of
preschoolers are overweight, and this rises to 35 percent among school-age children (Berk & Meyers, 2016). Being overweight during these early years
often leads to obesity and weight problems in adulthood, so addressing this problem is crucial from all angles: parents, schools, and governmental
programs must all play a role in the solution.

Cognitively, children are experiencing great change too. Toward the end of the Early Childhood Education (ECE) age range, we seen children moving
toward Piaget's Concrete Operational Stage (ages 7 to 11) and so by second and third grade children are becoming capable of thinking in more complex
ways. Their spatial reasoning, seriation ability, and ways of classification advance significantly, which allows for greater complexity in such content areas
as math and science. However, one thing to be aware of is that children still lack the ability to think abstractly. This will not be seen easily until around age
11 years. Therefore, in planning for learning it is important to still utilize concrete and hands-on examples, learning centers, and manipulatives. By
understanding the leading theories plus brain development research we can be stronger advocates for the importance of using play-based learning not
only in preschool but throughout the elementary years.

Reference

Berk, L. E., & Meyers, A. B. (2016). Infants, children, and adolescents (8th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson.

Learning Activities

Readings
Complete the following:

• In Theories of Childhood, read Chapter 5, "Lev Vygotsky," on pages 99–115. This is an overview of Vygotsky's theories and how they are applied
today.

Article Search
Choose one health issue related to children in the early elementary age group (5 to 8 years). Then search the Capella library or the Internet to locate a
recent scholarly article regarding this issue. Be prepared to discuss the issue, the article, and the impact of family, culture, or society on a child's health in
a discussion in this unit.

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to review additional resources pertaining to emotional and social development in the early elementary period of
development.

Optional Readings
• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 11, "Physical Development in Middle Childhood," on pages 404–427. This chapter focuses on

middle childhood physical growth. As you read, focus on the early years of this stage (ages 6 to 8).
• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 12 "Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood," on pages 428–471, which provide an

overview of cognitive growth. Again, focus on the early years described in the chapter (ages 6 to 8).

For this assignment, you will continue with the case study you began in Units 4 and 6; for this section of the study, you will examine the early elementary
stage of development of the case study child you have selected for the course project.

Review the description of the child and use your course materials and other supporting academic research to complete the following:



u08d1 - Influences on Health

u08d2 - Cognitive Development in Early Elementary

• Apply one or two child development theories that you feel are most applicable to your case study child at his or her early elementary stage of
development.

• Use those theories and current research to help you evaluate at least two of his or her most prevalent physical, social, emotional, and cognitive
needs.

• Analyze the predominant factors of family, society, and culture that impact the child's development.
• Provide validation and support for your work by including relevant examples and supporting evidence.
• Communicate in a manner that is scholarly, professional, and consistent with expectations for members of the psychological professions.

Assignment Requirements
• Written communication: Use the accepted form and style of the education professions, employing grammar, punctuation, and mechanics

expected of graduate-level composition and expression.
• References: Include a minimum of six academic, peer-reviewed resources.
• APA style and formatting: Resources and citations should be formatted according to APA style and formatting guidelines.
• Length of paper: 3–5 typed, double-spaced pages.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide additional feedback on your academic writing.

Course Resources

For this discussion, focus on the health issue you chose and the article you selected. Discuss the impact of family, culture, or society on a child's health
pertaining to the issue you identified. Please attach the article or provide a citation that would allow others to readily obtain it.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Comment on each learner's discussion of the influences on child health.

Course Resources

Your next project assignment is due in this unit. This discussion may assist you in the preparation of that assignment.

Review the early elementary childhood profile for the child you have selected to study for your course project. Review Piaget's concrete operational
stage; then apply Piaget's theory to any educational issues and contexts you have identified in your child's profile.

You may utilize the peer reviews that you receive via your peer responses to help you craft your Unit 8 assignment if you wish to do so, but you are not
restricted to the use of Piaget's cognitive development theory addressed in this discussion for your Unit 8 assignment.

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary | Transcript

APA Style and Format

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool | Transcript

Capella Writing Feedback Tool

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 9  Early Elementary: Social and Emotional Development

u09s1 - Studies

Response Guidelines
Review the analyses of at least two learners. Use the 2 + 2 method of peer review. See the guidelines provided in the Resources area of this discussion
to critique those analyses.

Course Resources

Introduction

Social and emotional development is just as important as cognitive development and must be nurtured in schools and homes simultaneously. At the core,
emotional development is the ability to read one's own feelings and to understand the feelings of others. It also includes the ability to regulate behavior
and show empathy toward others (National Scientific Council on the Developing Child, 2005).

Children are entering elementary school at this age and all come in with varying backgrounds and levels of social and emotional development. The
National Institute for Early Education Research reports that:

Unfortunately, kindergarten teachers report that many of their students are not socially or emotionally prepared for the challenges of the new
environment. Kindergarten teachers rate about 20 percent of all entering kindergarteners and 30 percent of very low-income entering
kindergarteners as having poor social development. They enter kindergarten unable to learn because they cannot pay attention, remember
information on purpose, or function socially in a school environment. The result is growing numbers of children who are hard to manage in the
classroom. These children cannot get along with each other, follow directions, or delay gratification. They show belligerence and aggression
in the classroom and on the playground (2005).

Reference

Boyd, J., Barnett, W. S., Bodrova, E., Leong, D. J., & Gomby, D. (2005). Promoting children's social and emotional development through preschool
education. Retrieved from http://nieer.org/resources/policyreports/report7.pdf

Learning Activities

Article Search
Search the Capella library or the Internet to locate a recent scholarly article that pertains to a current issue that may impact a child's self-concept and self-
esteem during the early elementary years (ages 5 to 8). Be prepared to cite and discuss this article in a discussion in this unit.

As you search for articles and theories to use on this topic, you may be interested in the works by the following well reputed theorists: Urie
Bronfenbrenner, Lev Vygotsky, Erik Erikson, Sigmund Freud, Albert Bandura, Lawrence Kohlberg, Diana Baumrind, and Mildred Parten.

As a starting point, you have the option of reading Boyd et. al.'s 2005 article, "Promoting Children's Social and Emotional Development," from the
National Institute for Early Education Research. You also may look into the National Scientific Council on the Developing Child's 2005 working paper,
"Children's Emotional Development Is Built Into the Architecture of Their Brains."

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to review additional resources pertaining to emotional and social development in early elementary children.

Optional Readings
• In Infants, Children, and Adolescents, read Chapter 13, "Emotional and Social Development in Middle Childhood," on pages 472–516. This chapter

focuses on middle childhood issues of emotional and social growth. As you read, focus on the early years of this stage (ages 6 to 8).

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary | Transcript



u09s2 - Case Study Comprehensive Analysis

u09d1 - Self-Concept

Unit 10  Professional Guidelines and Ethical Standards

Your Case Study Comprehensive Analysis assignment is due in Unit 10. If you have not yet done so, it is critical that you begin your work on this
assignment in order to have sufficient time to complete your work.

You may incorporate your work and peer reviews from the Early Elementary Cognition and Academic Achievement discussion in this unit if you wish, but
you may also include the work of other theorists that support your analysis. Also, refer to the Child Psychology Resources file, which contains the Child
Psychology Research Guide and other valuable sources of information, to help you complete your assignment.

Course Resources

Identify and research a current issue that may impact a child's self-concept and self-esteem during the early elementary years of childhood (ages 5 to 8).
Discuss the issue; then analyze and apply child development theory or research or both.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Comment on each learner's analysis. Do you agree or disagree? Why? What information did you find most
interesting?

Course Resources

Introduction

What does it mean to be a professional in the field of Early Childhood Education? What does it mean to uphold ethical standards? How do these differ
across the country, across the world, and across cultures? These are all vital questions to ponder in this last unit.

Ethics can be defined as a critical reflection on morality or how we look at issues of right and wrong. When we discuss professional ethics in ECE, we are
talking about the commitment of the profession to help practitioners in the field resolve moral dilemmas that they come across in their work. Some ethical
considerations are clearly defined already by such organizations as the National Association of the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) which is the
leading professional group helping to guide early childhood education. Other issues that come up require us to struggle with dilemmas and use our
knowledge and our personal values to make decisions. Understanding internationally recognized professional values (such as those from NAEYC) helps
us to make solid decisions based on knowledge and research that is widely agreed upon. The more we know and read about this, the better equipped we
are to make research-based ethical decisions.

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool | Transcript

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary | Transcript

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide
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u10a1 - Case Study Comprehensive Analysis

Learning Activities

Multimedia
Use Child Psychology Resources to review additional resources pertaining to professional guidelines and ethical standards.

In preparation for the discussion in this unit, review the following document, linked in Child Psychology Resources under Professionalism:

• NAEYC: Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement of Commitment.

Internet Resources
Go to NAEYC's Code of Ethical Conduct: Conversations With Stephanie Feeney and Peter Pizzolongo and watch the following videos:

• Introduction: History of NAEYC's Code of Ethical Conduct (Transcript).
• Overview of the Code of Ethical Conduct (Transcript).
• How to Use the Code: Overview (Transcript).
• How to Use the Code: Day-to-Day Practice in Programs for Young Children ( Transcript).
• Using the Code: Scenario 1-Naptime ( Transcript).

Optional Internet Resources
Go to NAEYC's Code of Ethical Conduct: Conversations With Stephanie Feeney and Peter Pizzolongo and watch the following videos:

• Using the Code: Scenario 2-Didactic Large Group Instruction (Transcript).
• Making the Code More Visible and a Reflection: The Importance of the Code (Transcript).

For your final project assignment, you will complete the case study of the child you selected. The assignment covers a comprehensive analysis of your
child combining all three case studies. You will include a synthesis of your child's development in the context of child developmental literature and
environmental factors. Finally, you will offer recommendations to support your child's optimal development.

You will be required to review your earlier project work to complete your comprehensive case study. You will be expected to do the following:

• Provide a comprehensive review of your child's development through the stages of infancy/toddlerhood, preschool, and early elementary (age 8
years).

• Identify potential prenatal, infant, or toddler events that may have impacted the child's overall development to date.
• Describe and analyze the major influences that impacted the child's development, which may include culture, parenting, socioeconomic status, and

social systems.
• Analyze the potential impact that environmental factors may have had on the child.
• Reflect on the ethical and professional practices related to this case study and describe any assessment partnerships with families or colleagues

that may be needed. Review the Code of Ethics for Minnesota Teachers and the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement of Commitment,
linked in the Resources.

• Provide a review of related literature that you utilized throughout the project to support your work. You may include the references that you cited in
earlier assignments.

• Provide suggestions or best practices to support optimal development of your child. Utilize research or your professional experience to offer
suggestions.

Your comprehensive analysis, which includes a literature review, synthesis, and recommendations, should be an additional five pages (approximately).
Thus, your final comprehensive paper (including all three case studies) should be approximately 20 pages. Use the outline that follows to construct your
final assignment.

Comprehensive Analysis Outline
• Abstract.
• Introduction.



u10d1 - Applying the Code

u10d2 - Reflection

• Case Study: Infancy/Toddlerhood.
• Case Study: Preschool.
• Case Study: Early Elementary.
• Analysis and Synthesis: Include a literature review of developmental domains (physical, social, emotional, and cognitive) and of environmental and

influential factors (family, socioeconomic status, society, and culture).
• Recommendations or Best Practices for Optimal Development.
• Conclusion.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide additional feedback on your academic writing.

Course Resources

Read the scenario from NAEYC, below. Then describe the core values in this situation, and who you are responsible for. Then look at the NAEYC Code
and see what guidance can be found there. List the relevant items in the Code and then describe what you think a highly qualified early childhood
educator should do in this situation.

Scenario
The program you teach for is under pressure to use "standardized paper-and-pencil" tests. You've been told that two tests have been chosen and you'll
receive training on how to administer them. Your observation recordings will no longer be used to assess children's progress. You've heard that for these
tests you must remove the child from the classroom and take him to another room to test him. You're worried that many children will find this to be
stressful, and you're also concerned about leaving your aide alone with all the other children in the group for long periods of time.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least one other learner comparing and contrasting your own responses to the scenario with theirs.

Reference

National Association for the Education of Young Children. (n.d.) Professional ethics: Applying the NAEYC code (Word document).

Course Resources

Child Psychology Resources | Transcript

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Preschool | Transcript

NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement of Commitment [PDF]

8710.2100 Code of Ethics for Minnesota Teachers

Child Development Case Study Profiles: Early Elementary | Transcript

APA Style and Format

Capella Writing Feedback Tool

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



As you wrap up the course, think back to what you have learned about the development of young children. How can you take this knowledge and apply it
to your own workplace and become an advocate for young children and the profession as a whole. Outline your plan for advocacy and personal
continuous learning within the field.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other learners. Take on the role of an administrator, giving them feedback and encouragement concerning their plans.

Course Resources

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide




