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Course Overview

What is competency-based education (CBE)? How is CBE used? CBE has three principles from which it stems: advancement upon mastery, explicit or
measurable learning objectives, and meaningful assessment that leads to a positive experience for students. In this course, you will ascertain the
differences between competencies, standards, and outcomes. Many times, these terms are used interchangeably when in fact they have distinct
definitions and purposes.

The purpose of understanding CBE along with standards and outcomes is to provide for and support all learning needs of the students within your
classroom settings. This course will also introduce you to several frameworks that align with CBE. These are Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and
the substitution, augmentation, modification, redefinition (SAMR) model. These frameworks and their principles will assist you in implementing and
sustaining CBE.

Course Requirements
In this course, you will be required to implement some the strategies you learn in your classroom and to reflect, using data, on their implementation. You
will also be required to record yourself teaching a lesson. These requirements are designed to allow the instructor to view your actual practice as a
teacher and for you to practice implementing new strategies immediately to improve your teaching practice. If this is not a requirement you can meet,
please contact your advisor so that you can be enrolled in a more appropriate course for the quarter.

Kaltura Media
In Units 8 and 10, you will be required to create and upload a video using Kaltura Media. Refer to Using Kaltura [PDF] for more information about this
courseroom tool.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in these activities, please contact Disability
Services to request accommodations.

Course Competencies

To successfully complete this course, you will be expected to:

Course Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Analyze the differences among standards, outcomes, and competencies in relation to the curriculum.1

Apply competencies, outcomes, and standards to curriculum development.2

Apply appropriate pedagogical strategies to implement competency-based instruction in the classroom.3

Develop a competency-based educational environment that values student voice and pace.4
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Required

The materials listed below are required to complete the learning activities in this course.

Integrated Materials

Many of your required books are available via the VitalSource Bookshelf link in the courseroom, located in your Course Tools. Registered learners in a
Resource Kit program can access these materials using the courseroom link on the Friday before the course start date. Some materials are available
only in hard-copy format or by using an access code. For these materials, you will receive an email with further instructions for access. Visit the Course
Materials page on Campus for more information.

Hardware

Capella University requires learners to meet certain minimum computer requirements. The following hardware may go beyond those minimums
and is required to complete learning activities in this course. Note: If you already have the following hardware, you do not need to purchase it. Visit
the Course Materials page on Campus for more information.
Presentation Hardware

Hardware or device for recording in front of others

Library

The following required readings are provided in the Capella University Library or linked directly in this course. To find specific readings by journal or book
title, use Journal and Book Locator. Refer to the Journal and Book Locator library guide to learn how to use this tool.

• Basham, J. D., Israel, M., Graden, J., Poth, R., & Winston, M. (2010). A comprehensive approach to RTI: Embedding universal design for learning
and technology. Learning Disability Quarterly, 33(4), 243–255.

• Evans, C., Williams, J. B., King, L., & Metcalf, D. (2010). Modeling, guided instruction, and application of UDL in a rural special education teacher
preparation. program. Rural Special Education Quarterly, 29(4), 41–48.

• Gningue, S. M., Schroder, B., & Peach, R. (2014). Reshaping the "glass slipper": The development of reflective practice by mathematics teachers
through action research. American Secondary Education, 42(3), 18–29.

• Goeke, J. L., & Ciotoli, F. (2014). Inclusive STEM: Making integrative curriculum accessible to all students. Children's Technology and Engineering,
18(3), 18–22.

• Parette, H. P., Jr., & Blum, C. (2014). Using flexible participation in technology-supported, universally designed preschool activities. Teaching
Exceptional Children, 46(3), 60–67.

• Stanford, B., & Reeves, S. (2009). Making it happen: Using differentiated instruction, retrofit framework, and universal design for learning. Teaching
Exceptional Children Plus, 5(6), 1–9.



• van Garderen, D., & Whittaker, C. (2006). Planning differentiated, multicultural instruction for secondary inclusive classrooms. Teaching
Exceptional Children, 38(3), 12–20.

• van Garderen, D., Hanuscin, D., Lee, E., & Kohn, P. (2012). Quest: A collaborative professional development model to meet the needs of diverse
learners in K–6 science. Psychology in the Schools, 49(5), 429–443. doi:10.1002/pits.21611

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• CAST (Producer). (n.d.). UDL at a glance [Video]. Available from http://www.cast.org/our-work/about-udl.html#.VThyHJOFmsB
• CAST. (n.d.). About universal design for learning. Retrieved from http://www.cast.org/our-work/about-udl.html#.WekFi_2Wyow
• Detailed definition of competency education. (n.d.). In CompetencyWorks Wiki. Retrieved October 18, 2017, from

http://competencyworks.pbworks.com/w/page/67945372/Detailed%20Definition%20of%20Competency%20Education
• Educational Technology and Mobile Learning. (n.d.). SAMR model explained for teachers. Retrieved from

http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2013/06/samr-model-explained-for-teachers.html
• Gordon, D. T., Gravel, J. W., & Schifter, L. A. (2009). Perspectives on UDL and assessment: An interview with Robert Mislevy. Retrieved from

http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/articles/mislevy
• Iowa Department of Education. (2016). Guidelines for PK–12 competency-based education [PDF]. Retrieved

from https://www.educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/Competency-based%20Guidelines2016-06.pdf
• Kentucky Department of Education. (2013). Competency-based education: Helping all Kentucky students succeed [PDF]. Retrieved from

http://education.ky.gov/school/innov/documents/ky_cbe_final_hr1-10-13.pdf
• National Center on Universal Design for Learning. (n.d.). The three principles of UDL. Retrieved from

http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl/whatisudl/3principles
• National Center on Universal Design for Learning. (n.d.). UDL and the common core state standards. Retrieved from

http://www.udlcenter.org/implementation/udl_ccss
• Noonoo, S. (2014, December 3). Six ways to engage every learner using UDL. T. H. E. Journal. Retrieved from

http://thejournal.com/articles/2014/12/03/6-ways-to-engage-every-learner-using-udl.aspx
• Priest, N., Rudenstine, A., Weisstein, E., & Gerwin, C. (2012). Making mastery work: A close-up view of competency education [PDF]. Quincy,

Massachusetts: Nellie Mae Education Foundation.
• Shubilla, L., & Sturgis, C. (2012). The learning edge: Supporting student success in a competency-based learning environment [PDF]. A

CompetencyWorks Issue Brief, International Association for K–12 Online Learning.
• Sturgis, C. (2012). The art and science of designing competencies [PDF]. Retrieved from http://www.competencyworks.org/wp-

content/uploads/2012/08/CompetencyWorks_IssueBrief_DesignCompetencies-Aug-2012.pdf
• Sturgis, C. (2017). In pursuit of equality: A framework for equity strategies in competency-based education [PDF]. Retrieved

from https://www.competencyworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/CompetencyWorks-InPursuitOfEquality-
AFrameworkForEquityStrategiesInCompetencyBasedEducation.pdf

• Sturgis, C. (n.d.) Meeting students where they are: Academic domains (Part 2). Retrieved
from https://www.competencyworks.org/reflections/meeting-students-where-they-are-academic-domains-part-2/

• Sturgis, C. (n.d.). Meeting students where they are: Accountability paradox (Part 1). Retrieved
from https://www.competencyworks.org/reflections/meeting-students-where-they-are-accountability-paradox-part-1/

• Sturgis, C., & Patrick, S. (2010). When success is the only option: Designing competency-based pathways for next generation learning [PDF].
Vienna, VA: International Association for K–12 Online Learning.

• Sturgis, C., Rath, B., Weisstein, E., & Patrick, S. (2010). Clearing the path: Creating innovation space for serving over-age, under-credited students
in competency-based pathways. Retrieved from http://www.inacol.org/resource/clearing-the-path-creating-innovation-space-for-serving-over-age-
under-credited-students-in-competency-based-pathways/

• Townsley, M. (2014). What is the difference between standards-based grading (or reporting) and competency-based education? Retrieved from
https://www.competencyworks.org/analysis/what-is-the-difference-between-standards-based-grading/

• Worthen, M., & Pace, L. (2014). A K–12 federal policy framework for competency education: Building capacity for systems change [PDF]. A
CompetencyWorks Issue Brief, International Association for K–12 Online Learning.

Suggested

The following materials are recommended to provide you with a better understanding of the topics in this course. These materials are not required to
complete the course, but they are aligned to course activities and assessments and are highly recommended for your use.

Optional
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The following optional materials are offered to provide you with a better understanding of the topics in this course. These materials are not required to
complete the course.

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• Edtechteacher. (n.d.). Getting started. Retrieved from http://edtechteacher.org/start/
• Educational Technology and Mobile Learning. (n.d.). A new wonderful wheel on SAMR and Bloom's digital taxonomy. Retrieved from

http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2013/05/a-new-wonderful-wheel-on-samr-and.html
• Hall, T., Strangman, N., & Meyer, A. (n.d.). Differentiated instruction and implications for UDL implementation: Effective classroom practices report

[PDF]. Retrieved from http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/DI_UDL.pdf
• Sturgis, C. (2017). Competency education and the complicated task of communicating. Retrieved

from https://www.competencyworks.org/uncategorized/competency-education-and-the-complicated-task-of-communicating/
• University of Illinois. (2011). Performance assessment: GRASPS [PDF]. Retrieved from https://illinois.edu/blog/files/1499/113776/4332.pdf
• Wiggins, G. (2010). Some great Internet links on assessment. Big Ideas: An Authentic Education E-Journal. Retrieved from

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artId=113

Introduction

In 2011, the International Association for K–12 Online Learning (iNACOL) met to develop a working definition of competency-based education (CBE). It
developed these five components:

Students advance upon mastery, competencies include explicit, measurable, transferable learning objectives that empower students,
assessment is meaningful and a positive learning experience for students, students receive timely, differentiated support based on their
individual learning needs, and learning outcomes emphasize competencies that include application and creation of knowledge. (Sturgis,
Patrick, & Pittenger, 2011, p. 6)

As a professional in the field of education, it is likely at some point you have heard of competencies, standards, and outcomes. But, what are they really?
How do they assist us in our practice and with student learning? Competencies, standards, and outcomes support educators in instructional planning and
determine where students are or should be academically, developmentally, and behaviorally while providing for a coherent framework for evaluating
student learning.

In this unit, you will begin to explore the world of CBE and prepare to apply it within your assignments in this course.

Reference

Sturgis, C., Patrick, S., & Pittenger, L. (2011). It's not a matter of time: Highlights from the 2011 competency-based learning summit. Retrieved from
https://www.inacol.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/iNACOL_Its_Not_A_Matter_of_Time_full_report.pdf

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Competency-Based Education

• Kentucky Department of Education. (2013). Competency-based education: Helping all Kentucky students succeed [PDF]. Retrieved from
http://education.ky.gov/school/innov/documents/ky_cbe_final_hr1-10-13.pdf

◦ This article describes Kentucky's research into the use of CBE. It describes the aspects of CBE as well as its challenges in the classroom.
Finally, it addresses some of the most frequently asked questions about CBE.

• Detailed definition of competency education. (n.d.). In CompetencyWorks Wiki. Retrieved October 18, 2017, from
http://competencyworks.pbworks.com/w/page/67945372/Detailed%20Definition%20of%20Competency%20Education

• Townsley, M. (2014). What is the difference between standards-based grading (or reporting) and competency-based education? Retrieved from
https://www.competencyworks.org/analysis/what-is-the-difference-between-standards-based-grading/
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• Worthen, M., & Pace, L. (2014). A K–12 federal policy framework for competency education: Building capacity for systems change [PDF]. A
CompetencyWorks Issue Brief, International Association for K–12 Online Learning.

◦ This article describes four aspects of CBE: The accountability needed to encourage the use of CBE within schools and classrooms; the role
and types of assessments needed within a CBE framework; the supports and interventions CBE allows, which support the needs of all
learners; and finally the data-collection systems that allow teachers to track student progress.

The SAMR Model

• Educational Technology and Mobile Learning. (n.d.). SAMR model explained for teachers. Retrieved from
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2013/06/samr-model-explained-for-teachers.html

◦ This article will provide you with a basic explanation of the SAMR model and why it is useful. You do not need to view the accompanying
video.

• Click The SAMR Model to view a video that describes what the SAMR model is and why it is useful.

Standards and Competencies

• Click Overview of Standards to view the multimedia presentation. This presentation describes the connection of standards to objectives,
outcomes, and competencies. It also describes how to locate your content standards.

• Click Outcomes and Competencies to view a video that defines outcomes and competencies and describes why they are important.
• Click ISTE Standards to view the multimedia presentation. This presentation describes why the ISTE standards were created and how these

standards connect to 21st century skills.

Course Resources

u01s1 - Learning Components

• Define and compare competencies, standards, and outcomes.
• Describe the SAMR model as it relates to technology integration.
• Identify strategies for successful implementation of competency-based education concepts.

Unit 2 Assignment Preparation
Read the Standards to Competencies assignment in Unit 2, along with the scoring guide. This assignment requires you to choose a set of standards from
your subject or grade level. You should choose your set of standards this week.

• It is recommended that the standards are based on the area you are currently teaching or will be teaching near the end of the course, but this is not
required.

• Reviewing the instructions for the other assignments in this course may help guide the standards you choose.

Looking Ahead - Implementation
The Unit 10 Implementing Competency-Based Instruction assignment requires you to video-record yourself teaching a lesson in front of your students.

• You will need to adhere to all privacy concerns related to filming students as specified by your state or district. In general:
◦ You cannot show students' faces in the recording. If you do say the name of a student, but do not show his or her face, that is permissible.
◦ You can show the back of students' heads, but the students should not be identified. You could call on a student, for example, but you cannot

say his or her name.
◦ You can show students' faces if you receive the written permission of their parents or guardians. You may use the Media Release Form

[DOCX] to accomplish this. You must upload the signed document for any identified student in the recording when you submit your
assignment in order for your recording to be graded.

• Also, start practicing with the device you plan to use for recording yourself.

Overview of Standards

Outcomes and Competencies

ISTE Standards

The SAMR Model
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u01d1 - Defining Standards, Competencies, and Outcomes

◦ Refer to the Using Kaltura [PDF] tutorial for directions on recording and/or uploading your video in the courseroom.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in this activity, please contact Disability Services
to request accommodations.

Online ePortfolios serve two key purposes: 1) to support learning and reflection, and 2) to be used as a showcase tool. Your learning journey can be
documented, and ePortfolios contribute to lifelong learning and growth through reflection and sharing. Online ePortfolios can also be shared with
employers and peers to present artifacts that demonstrate your accomplishments at Capella.

Using ePortfolio to Prepare for Your Capstone
Your particular program or specialization in the School of Education may culminate in a capstone course. At that time you will be required to show
evidence of your learning throughout the program by referring to multiple assessments you have created. You will be telling a story about your learning
throughout the program using artifacts you have collected during many of these courses.

Using ePortfolio to Build Your Career
As you are preparing to tell your story in the professional world, leverage your ePortfolio artifacts to demonstrate the knowledge and competencies you
have gained through your program in professional conversations, performance reviews, and interviews.

To do that, reflect on the knowledge and skills you have gained from your courses and the elements you have put in your portfolio, along with how you
have already applied these things to your professional life or how you might apply them in the future.

Next, create your story or talking points to tell your professional story.

Saving Your Documents to ePortfolio
You will need a place to store your documents in an organized fashion so you can access them at a later date. Do not rely on the courseroom to store
your assignments for you as you will lose access to the courseroom after you have completed the course. Capella uses a cloud-based portfolio
platform to facilitate your organization of the artifacts you create throughout your program.

To make an online portfolio useful, it is essential that it is organized clearly and that important files of any format are accessible. Read the Online
ePortfolio Guidelines [PDF] to ensure you set up your online portfolio correctly.

Privacy Requirements
Capella complies with privacy laws designed to protect the privacy of personal information. While you may voluntarily share your own information
publicly, you are under obligation to protect the personal information of others that may be associated with your academic or professional development.
Before sharing information and material in any ePortfolio that is set up to be shared externally to your program at Capella, please consider privacy
obligations in relation to protected populations who may be included or referenced in your academic or clinical work. Refer to the Family Education
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) if you have specific questions or concerns about your choices.

Based on the definitions of standards, outcomes, and competencies provided in the unit readings, provide an example of each term from your own
teaching setting. How do you see these structures providing support and guidance for students and teachers?

How might students benefit from seeing an alignment between their work and the standards, outcomes, and competencies addressed in a specific unit?
If you are making that alignment visible, how do you do it in a way that is meaningful, rather than overwhelming or unimportant, to students? Might there
be times when it is irrelevant to make students aware of standards, competencies, and outcomes?
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Response Guidelines
Read the posts of your peers and respond to at least two. Answer the following questions in each response:

• Do you think of these terms in the same way as your peer?
• Would you label the examples in the post in the same way?

If your and your peer's strategies for making these terms relevant to students are similar, expand on the impact of these strategies in the classroom. If the
strategies are different, compare the potential impact and struggles associated with them.

u01d1 - Learning Components

• Define and compare competencies, standards, and outcomes.
• Analyze your understanding of standards, outcomes, and competencies.

Introduction

This unit is dedicated to expanding your understanding of competency-based education (CBE) and its benefits to student learning. In addition to defining
CBE, you will begin to learn about the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) framework. Using UDL principles during lesson and curriculum planning will
assist you in applying CBE components that benefit student learning. With this framework, you will be able to create lessons and units with a strong
foundation that supports meaningful assessment and measurable learning objectives for all students. Make note of the importance of assessment and
technology in CBE and in the development of your activities and lessons.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Supporting Students in Competency-Based Education

• Shubilla, L., & Sturgis, C. (2012). The learning edge: Supporting student success in a competency-based learning environment [PDF]. A
CompetencyWorks Issue Brief, International Association for K–12 Online Learning.

◦ This article focuses on what it truly means to provide specific, timely feedback to students through a variety of methods, including a focus on
growth mindsets, utilizing assessments for ongoing feedback, and just-in-time intervention development.

• Sturgis, C., & Patrick, S. (2010) When success is the only option: Designing competency-based pathways for next generation learning [PDF].
Vienna, VA: International Association for K–12 Online Learning.

◦ This article provides a deeper understanding of the design principles, keys to success, and challenges in designing an effective CBE
curriculum. This deeper dive is essential for correct implementation of CBE concepts.

• Click Standards or Competencies Quiz to practice differentiating between standards and competencies, which will prepare you for your
assignment in this unit.

Universal Design for Learning

• CAST. (n.d.). About universal design for learning. Retrieved from http://www.cast.org/our-work/about-udl.html#.WekFi_2Wyow
• CAST (Producer). (n.d.). UDL at a glance [Video]. Available from http://www.cast.org/our-work/about-udl.html#.VThyHJOFmsB

Course Resources

u02s1 - Learning Components

• Define and compare competencies, standards, and outcomes.
• Identify strategies for successful implementation of competency-based education concepts.

Standards or Competencies Quiz
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u02a1 - Standards to Competencies

Unit 2 Assignment Preparation
Your Unit 2 assignment is due this week. If you have not yet done so, read the assignment instructions and grading criteria, and choose the standards
you would like to work with.

Demonstration of Proficiency
By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following course competency and assignment scoring guide
criteria:

• Competency 1: Analyze the differences among standards, outcomes, and competencies in relation to the curriculum.
◦ Apply the definitions to select appropriate standards, outcomes, and competencies for the unit.
◦ Describe the processes necessary to write competencies.
◦ Describe how understanding of targets, skills, outcomes, and objectives serves as a guide to write a competency from a standard.
◦ Analyze the standards by writing appropriate competencies that fit the standards.

Overview
In this assignment, you will choose a set of standards from your subject or grade level and analyze them by writing competencies to match your chosen
standards. It is recommended that the standards are based on the area you are currently teaching or will be teaching near the end of the course, but this
is not required. Also, reviewing the instructions for the other assignments in this course may help guide the standards you choose.

Instructions
For this assignment, complete the following. Use the Standards to Competencies Template provided in the Resources to guide your work.

Part 1: Analysis

• For your chosen subject area, define standards, outcomes, objectives, skills, targets, and competencies.
• Using metacognitive techniques (flow charts, mind maps, brain writing, et cetera), describe the processes necessary to write the competencies.
• Describe how understanding of targets, skills, outcomes, and objectives serves as a guide to write a competency from a standard.

Part 2: Standards to Competencies

• Choose five standards. Indicate the type of standard (practice standard, performance standard, or application standard) for each.
• Write competencies that fit the standards.

Submission Requirements

Your assignment should meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to APA style and formatting.
• Length: 2–3 pages, double spaced.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

Writing Feedback Tool

APA Style and Format
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Unit 3  New Perspectives on Assessment
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How does UDL support the CBE approach? In what ways does focusing on outcomes and competencies allow for better UDL planning?

• Identify two challenges to incorporating UDL and CBE into the classroom. What strategies from your reading or experience would allow you to
overcome those challenges?

• Identify two benefits for the incorporation of UDL and CBE into the classroom, either from the students' or teacher's perspective. What steps do
teachers need to take to ensure those benefits occur?

Response Guidelines
Read the posts of your peers and respond to at least two. Answer the following questions in each response:

• Do you encounter similar challenges to the ones described in your peer's post?
• What possible solutions would you propose for more smoothly integrated UDL and CBE?

u02d1 - Learning Components

• Identify the steps that teachers need to take to ensure UDL and CBE occur in the classroom.
• Analyze strengths and weaknesses of competency-based education and its benefit to students.

Introduction

When developing a new unit centered on CBE, some teachers find it difficult to put all pieces of the puzzle together from start to finish—from deciding the
competencies and outcomes to bringing these to life within a particular lesson to assessing student mastery. The unit readings explain why competencies
are needed and the focus on the transformation of assessment.

Improving student learning and outcomes depends on solid, aligned assessment. This unit provides information in several areas that should assist you in
supporting students' deeper learning as it connects to CBE. You will consider and connect the use of technology to support lesson planning and
assessment of student mastery and learning of competencies and outcomes.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Developing Competency-Based Outcomes

• Iowa Department of Education. (2016). Guidelines for PK–12 competency-based education [PDF]. Retrieved from
https://www.educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/Competency-based%20Guidelines2016-06.pdf

• Sturgis, C. (2012). The art and science of designing competencies [PDF]. Retrieved from http://www.competencyworks.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/08/CompetencyWorks_IssueBrief_DesignCompetencies-Aug-2012.pdf

Key Characteristics of Competency-Based Education

• Priest, N., Rudenstine, A., Weisstein, E., & Gerwin, C. (2012). Making mastery work: A close-up view of competency education [PDF]. Quincy, MA:
Nellie Mae Education Foundation.

◦ "Competency, Data, and Information Technology," pages 45–49.
◦ "Using Time Flexibly," pages 26–32.

Standards to Competencies Template [DOCX]
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u03d1 - Creating Deeper Learning Through Assessments

Lesson Planning and Authentic Assessments

• Sturgis, C., Rath, B., Weisstein, E., & Patrick, S. (2010). Clearing the path: Creating innovation space for serving over-age, under-credited students
in competency-based pathways. Retrieved from http://www.inacol.org/resource/clearing-the-path-creating-innovation-space-for-serving-over-age-
under-credited-students-in-competency-based-pathways/

• Click Lesson Planning Using SAMR to view the multimedia presentation. This presentation describes how to incorporate SAMR into lessons.
While you are not designing lessons yet, use this presentation as a way to brainstorm ways to incorporate SAMR into your activity design.

◦ Run time: 6:09 minutes.

• Click Evaluating Lesson Plans: SAMR to view the multimedia presentation. This presentation provides questions you can ask yourself to evaluate
your lessons based on the SAMR scale. Use this information to assess and modify your use of technology in your activities and lessons.

◦ Run time: 5:56 minutes.

Optional Resources for Further Exploration
• Sturgis, C. (2017). Competency education and the complicated task of communicating. Retrieved from

https://www.competencyworks.org/uncategorized/competency-education-and-the-complicated-task-of-communicating/

u03s1 - Learning Components

• Identify the importance of authentic assessments in relation to competency-based education.
• Identify the purpose of assessment and its relation to competencies, standards, and outcomes.

Unit 5 Assignment Preparation
The Unit 5 Competency-Based Activity Design assignment requires you to design learning activities that scaffold student learning, incorporate
technology, and differentiate learning. At this time, do the following to prepare:

• Read and familiarize yourself with the assignment instructions and grading criteria in Unit 5.
• Start to think about the activities you will create.

◦ Remember that your activities must be research based, so begin to conduct research to support your activity design.
◦ You can base your activities on the work you did for the Unit 2 assignment, but it is not required.

Part 1
Imagine that your colleague asks you for advice on his upcoming Civil War unit. His largest concern is that the students are only paying attention to the
historical facts he presents rather than considering bigger questions such as the causes of the Civil War, the lasting impact of the Civil War, or the
implications of the Civil War on politics today. You ask to see his assessment and notice that almost the entire test asks comprehension-level questions
with only two short-answer questions requiring higher-level thinking.

Based on your unit readings related to the role of deepening learning through CBE and the use of SAMR, provide recommendations for your colleague:

• How would you advise he re-think his process of assessment design?
• What suggestions could you give him for assessments that would deepen student learning and promote engagement?
• How could he use technology to increase student engagement and learning in the unit?

Part 2
The SAMR model provides teachers the opportunity to reflect on their incorporation of technology into the classroom. It also provides a way for teachers
to push themselves to higher levels of technology integration.

The Unit 5 assignment asks you to design 3–4 learning activities that align to competencies, outcomes, and CBE concepts. Sketch out two activities that
would align to your unit competencies and outcomes, which would also align to the two highest levels of the SAMR model. For this discussion:

• Describe the content area and level of learners on which your unit focuses.



Unit 4  Assessments and Competency-Based Education
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• Describe an assessment that would fit within themodification level of SAMR. Be sure to describe how this would deepen student learning. Also,
provide links to any technology that would be incorporated into the assessment.

• Describe an assessment that would fit within the redefinition level of SAMR. Be sure to describe how this would deepen student learning. Also,
provide links to any technology that would be incorporated into the assessment.

Response Guidelines

Part 1

In each of your responses to two peers:

• Comment on the alignment of the ideas in the post to CBE and UDL.
• Propose ways to extend or add to the assessments to make them more authentic or increase engagement.
• Propose a method for students to track their own progress.
• Imagine you were the hypothetical teacher teaching the Civil War unit. What concerns or questions would you need answered in order to redesign

your assessment?

Part 2

Read the posts of your peers and continue your responses to at least two peers. Answer the following questions in each of the responses.

• Do the activities described in the post fall within the SAMR levels they are supposed to be aligned with?
• Does the technology seem appropriate to the activity described?
• Does the technology level address many levels of thinking and skills? (Does it provide for differentiation?)

u03d1 - Learning Components

• Analyze how competency-based education deepens learning.
• Analyze the alignment between Universal Design for Learning and differentiated instruction strategies.
• Describe the SAMR model as it relates to technology integration.
• Identify assessments appropriate for evaluating learning.

Introduction

According to Klenowski and Wyatt-Smith (2014), "Culture influences students' learning and their assessments" (p. 35). The authors also state, "To
achieve equity, the curriculum needs to include valued knowledge and skills consisting of different kinds of cultural knowledge and experience, reflective
of the diversity of groups, and not privilege one group over others" (p. 37). In other words, assessments must be closely tied to the particular students
you have within your classrooms.

Meeting students' unique learning needs means appreciating the influence your professional judgments have on their learning, because you are the
moderator of their learning. You decide what materials to teach, what assessments to design, and how to assess proficiency on those assessments.
While it is important to keep standards, competencies, or outcomes in mind, it is your challenge and privilege as a teacher to meet students at their level
so appropriate learning can take place. Therefore, it is imperative you understand and are able to analyze culturally relevant pedagogy and assessment
within the CBE and UDL frameworks.

During this unit, you will be choosing activities to use for future lessons, always keeping in mind that formative assessments must be used in all activities
in competency-based education so that students will know what they need to do to show competency.

Reference

Klenowski, V., & Wyatt-Smith, C. (2014). Assessments for education: Standards, judgement and moderation. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Learning Activities
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Required Readings

Authentic Assessments

• Gordon, D. T., Gravel, J. W., & Schifter, L. A. (2009). Perspectives on UDL and assessment: An interview with Robert Mislevy. Retrieved from
http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/articles/mislevy

◦ This interview examines why large-scale assessments are important and how they can be improved through the use of UDL.

Meeting Students Where They Are

• Sturgis, C. (n.d.). Meeting students where they are: Accountability paradox (Part 1). Retrieved from
https://www.competencyworks.org/reflections/meeting-students-where-they-are-accountability-paradox-part-1/

• Sturgis, C. (n.d.) Meeting students where they are: Academic domains (Part 2). Retrieved from
https://www.competencyworks.org/reflections/meeting-students-where-they-are-academic-domains-part-2/

Research-Based Best Practices

• Click Using Research-Based Best Practices to analyze how activities result from research-based best practices. This activity will prepare you for
the assignment in the next unit.

Optional Resources for Further Exploration
• University of Illinois. (2011). Performance assessment: GRASPS [PDF]. Retrieved from https://illinois.edu/blog/files/1499/113776/4332.pdf
• Wiggins, G. (2010). Some great Internet links on assessment. Big Ideas: An Authentic Education E-Journal. Retrieved from

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artId=113
◦ This article may provide assistance regarding how to create rubrics by providing examples based on a variety of content areas.

Course Resources

u04s1 - Learning Components

• Analyze how competency-based education deepens learning.
• Identify the importance of authentic assessments in relation to competency-based education.
• Identify assessments appropriate for evaluating learning.
• Identify the purpose of assessment and its relation to competencies, standards, and outcomes.

Unit 5 Assignment Preparation
Your Unit 5 assignment is due next week.

• If you have not done so, go to Unit 5 and read the assignment instructions and familiarize yourself with the grading criteria.
• Remember that your activities must be research based and incorporate the modification and redefinition levels of SAMR. Continue conducting

research to include in your assignment.

Suppose a colleague of yours rejected the importance of culturally inclusive assessment and pedagogy in the classroom. This person reasons that
inclusiveness decreases rigor by providing students outs because they do not have to write as much. He or she further feels changing readings to reflect
more diversity stops students from reading classic or seminal texts.

Using Research-Based Best Practices
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Make an argument that shows the value of culturally inclusive pedagogy and assessments. What is the value in making assessments, lessons, and the
use of outcomes and competencies fairer and equitable for all students no matter their racial, ethnic, cultural, or social backgrounds? Include evidence
from your readings and experience. How could you convince your colleague to change his or her mind?

Remember that in crafting an argument, outright disagreement is not always the best approach. Be sure to blend the points you are making with a
persuasive tone.

Response Guidelines
Read the posts of your peers and respond to at least two. In each response:

• Give your definition of culturally inclusive assessments, lessons, and pedagogy.
• Address how the literature describes culturally inclusive lessons, which encompass assessments, lessons, and pedagogy.
• Analyze the arguments made in the post. Do they support best-practice teaching?
• Provide examples from your own teaching that would support the argument's claims.
• Describe some nuances that might need to be addressed when creating a more culturally sensitive assessment or curriculum. Is presenting

multicultural texts and different reading levels enough?

Course Resources

u04d1 - Learning Components

• Describe the importance of culturally inclusive pedagogy and assessment.

Introduction

You are midway through this course. Let us recap. You have learned about CBE, UDL, and the integration of technology. What does this all mean? The
purpose of using these frameworks is to meet the needs of all your students within your classroom or particular setting. These are designed to begin with
the student in mind and challenge teachers to identify the skills and competencies students need to learn in the classroom. In the second half of the
course, you will look at practical implications of these frameworks on your teaching. You will deepen your learning and understanding of what technology
can do to individualize instruction and assist in meeting standards, competencies, and outcomes.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Differentiated Instruction

• van Garderen, D., & Whittaker, C. (2006). Planning differentiated, multicultural instruction for secondary inclusive classrooms. Teaching
Exceptional Children, 38(3), 12–20.

◦ This article describes the value in using differentiation and UDL to meet the needs of students from diverse backgrounds.

• Stanford, B., & Reeves, S. (2009). Making it happen: Using differentiated instruction, retrofit framework, and universal design for learning. Teaching
Exceptional Children Plus, 5(6), 1–9.

◦ This article provides two ways to meet the needs of students with diverse disabilities as a means of meeting all students' needs—through
retrofitting already existing curriculum or redesigning based on the concepts of UDL.

Optional Resources for Further Exploration
• Hall, T., Strangman, N., & Meyer, A. (n.d.). Differentiated instruction and implications for UDL implementation: Effective classroom practices report

[PDF]. Retrieved from http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/DI_UDL.pdf
◦ This article describes differentiated instruction and its alignment to UDL. Pay attention to the specific examples describing how differentiation

aligns to the three principles of UDL. You may also find the examples of classroom application useful.

Teaching and Learning Research Guide
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• Analyze the alignment between Universal Design for Learning and differentiated instruction strategies.

Unit 5 Assignment Preparation
Your Unit 5 assignment is due this week. You should be designing your research-based activities. Be sure to use the template located in the assignment
instructions to help guide your work.

Demonstration of Proficiency
By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following course competency and assignment scoring guide
criteria:

• Competency 1: Apply competencies, outcomes, and standards to curriculum development.
◦ Design learning activities that are necessary for students to attain mastery of desired outcomes and competencies.
◦ Describe the research-based pedagogical strategy and how the activities work together to master the outcomes.
◦ Design the activities to include technology at the modification and redefinition levels of SAMR.
◦ Align each learning activity with CBE concepts.
◦ Describe the formative assessment and how the results would alter the learning activities.

Overview
In this assignment, you will design 3–4 significant learning activities that scaffold student learning, incorporate technology, and differentiate learning. You
will also align each activity to competencies and outcomes as well as CBE concepts. Prior to developing the learning activities, you should analyze CBE
materials presented throughout the course to ensure your learning activities align to research-based practices. Apply these concepts to your learning
activities. You are provided with the Competency-Based Activity Design Template in the Resources to help guide your work and to make sure you
address all points.

Instructions

Part 1: Activity Design

Design 3–4 significant learning activities, and address the following points for each one. Use the Competency-Based Activity Design Template to guide
your work.

• Pedagogical Strategy.
◦ Provide a brief description of each activity, including the role of the teacher and the student.
◦ Discuss the pedagogical strategy. Be sure that it aligns to research-based practices, and cite your sources.

• Differentiation.
◦ Describe how the activity will provide opportunities for differentiation and scaffolding to meet the needs of all students.

• Technology.
◦ Design the activity to include technology at the modification and redefinition levels of SAMR.
◦ Explain how the technology should be used to engage students and deepen learning.

• Competency-Based Activity Design.
◦ Describe how each activity is aligned to CBE concepts.
◦ Align each activity to the competencies and outcomes the activity seeks to help students master.

• Assessment.
◦ Describe the formative assessment for the activity and how the results would alter the learning activities.
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Part 2: Activity Analysis

After you have explained your 3–4 activities, provide an analysis for your activities as a whole. Address the following:

• Analyze how the activities work together to help students master the outcomes. Learning activities should be connected and scaffold learning.
• Explain how you considered students' prior knowledge when designing the activities.
• Explain how you will provide opportunities for extension and remediation.

Be sure that the activities all work together and progress in order. Be realistic and mindful of your time frames and consider your students' prior
knowledge when designing your activities.

Submission Requirements

Your assignment should meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to APA style and formatting.
• Length: Will vary.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

A middle-school language arts teacher, Ms. Benson struggled last year to teach research skills to her students. She walked the whole class through how
to search the Internet over two days and provided a topic (Should vending machines be allowed in school?) to research the next day. She then spent the
following two weeks helping students write a persuasive paper defending their research. By the end of the unit, she was unsure that any student had
really learned how to find credible research, and only half had turned in their papers. This year, she has resolved to make the research unit better for her
students.

Incorporating the ideas of CBE, UDL, and differentiation, what suggestions would you have for Ms. Benson? How could she better teach research skills
and persuasive writing to her students?

Propose at least three strategies she could use based on your classroom experience, course readings, and research. Be sure to provide a rationale
explaining why these methods would better meet the needs of her students.

Response Guidelines
Read the posts of your peers and respond to at least two. Consider the following questions in each response:

• How do the strategies proposed align to CBE and UDL?
• How do the strategies incorporate assessment best practices?
• How do the strategies provide a more differentiated, scaffolded experience for learners?
• How will the strategies work together to increase learning in Ms. Benson's classroom? Would you propose any additional suggestions?

u05d1 - Learning Components

• Apply concepts of Universal Design for Learning, aligned assessments, and differentiation to classroom strategies.
• Analyze the alignment between Universal Design for Learning and differentiated instruction strategies.

Competency-Based Activity Design Template [DOC]

Writing Feedback Tool

APA Style and Format
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Introduction

In this unit, you will learn about the strategies associated with differentiation and technology integration and how to use those strategies to help your
students to be successful. You will learn when it is appropriate to use differentiation with your students and how to integrate technology into the
curriculum in a meaningful manner. By the end of the unit, you should be able to determine which technology methods will benefit different groups of
students such as gifted students, students with special needs, and students who are English language learners.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Differentiation and Technology

• National Center on Universal Design for Learning. (n.d.). The three principles of UDL. Retrieved from
http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl/whatisudl/3principles

◦ This article provides an overview of each principle, how each principle utilizes technology, and additional resources for learning more about
the principles. You will use these principles when designing your learning activities for the Unit 7 assignment.

• Priest, N., Rudenstine, A., Weisstein, E. and Gerwin, C. (2012). Making mastery work: A close-up view of competency education [PDF]. Quincy,
Massachusetts: Nellie Mae Education Foundation.

◦ "Creating a Transparent Mastery and Assessment System," pages 18–25.

• Sturgis, C. (2017). In pursuit of equality: A framework for equity strategies in competency-based education [PDF]. Retrieved from
https://www.competencyworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/CompetencyWorks-InPursuitOfEquality-
AFrameworkForEquityStrategiesInCompetencyBasedEducation.pdf

• Click Pedagogical Strategies and Formative Assessments to engage in an activity where you will use a rubric to evaluate different pedagogical
strategies and have the opportunity to reflect on your own strategies as you design your lesson for next week's assignment.

Course Resources

Unit 7 Assignment Preparation
The Unit 7 Designing Competency-Based Instruction assignment is due next week. Do the following this week to prepare:

• Go to Unit 7, and read the assignment instructions and familiarize yourself with the grading criteria.
• Think about an activity you would like to utilize in your lesson. It can be an activity from your Unit 5 assignment, but this is not required. If you decide

to utilize an activity from the Unit 5 assignment, be sure to incorporate instructor feedback.

Unit 8 Discussion Preparation
For the Unit 8 discussion, you will be asked to record yourself implementing a UDL strategy in your own classroom. You should choose a strategy that
was presented in the course. Your recording does not need to connect to your activity or lesson design, though it can if you would like.

The video should be no more than 10 minutes and should show you implementing the strategy effectively.

To prepare for this recording, in this unit you should:

• Read the privacy requirements below, and obtain release forms for any students in the video, using the Media Release Form [DOCX]. This release
form will also double as a release form for your video in Unit 10.

• Decide which strategy you would like to implement. You may want to try out a few strategies and determine which works most effectively in your
setting.

Pedagogical Strategies and Formative Assessments
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Unit 7  Universal Design for Learning Teaching Strategies

• Think about a lesson that fits within your instructional plans. You will need to provide a lesson plan in the discussion so that other learners can see
the larger context of the video if necessary. In the lesson, include outcomes, materials, activities, and any assessments that will take place in the
lesson.

You will be using Kaltura Media to upload your presentation to the discussion. Refer to Using Kaltura [PDF] for more information about this courseroom
tool.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in these activities, please contact Disability
Services to request accommodations.

Privacy Requirements

As you will be recording in a classroom, it is important you know your school's policy about recording students and begin to take the necessary steps to
ensure you can meet the course requirements while also meeting privacy requirements.

• If you are recording in a classroom, there is a need for privacy when it comes to student participation. Though the regulations may change by
school and by state, in general, you cannot film a student's face without a parent's or guardian's permission. You may record in your classroom and
if the backs of student heads are visible, that is acceptable. You may also call on a student as long as he or she is not filmed.

• If a student is filmed in a class recording, you must have a parent's or guardian's consent. Use the Media Release Form to receive permission. You
will need to submit these permission forms for each student in the recording, or your discussion will receive no credit.

• If your school has a policy that allows for the recording of students, you can include that document instead of the release forms.
• If none of these options work for you, please contact your instructor to come up with a modification that would be appropriate.

How can CBE strategies and differentiation be used in your classroom to engage all of your students? Describe at least one strategy you would use to
meet each population's needs in your classroom. Connect your work to the literature, and cite your sources. You may want to reference the Teaching and
Learning Research Guide or the Education Technology and Innovation Research Guide to find reputable and peer-reviewed sources. Focus on:

• Students with special needs.
• English language learners.
• Gifted or high-achieving students.

Provide a rationale that describes why the strategy will improve the engagement and learning outcomes for these students.

Response Guidelines
Read the posts of your peers and respond to at least two. Consider the following questions in each response:

• Does best-practice research support the claim that the strategy meets the needs of the student populations listed? What considerations might a
teacher need to take into account when using these strategies?

• How could the use of educational technology tools improve learner engagement when using the strategy?

Course Resources

u06d1 - Learning Components

• Apply Universal Design for Learning strategies with students.
• Identify strategies for differentiation and technology integration.
• Determine the appropriate Universal Design for Learning to work with your content area.

Introduction

Education Technology and Innovation Research Guide

Teaching and Learning Research Guide
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u07a1 - Designing Competency-Based Instruction

Earlier in this course, you learned about UDL. In this unit, you will learn about the strategies associated with UDL and how to use those strategies to help
your students be successful. You will learn when it is appropriate to use UDL techniques with your students. You will also analyze how to integrate
technology into the UDL structure in a meaningful way. By the end of the unit, you should be able to determine which UDL methods will benefit different
groups of students such as gifted students, students with special needs, and students who are English language learners.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Universal Design for Learning

• Basham, J. D., Israel, M., Graden, J., Poth, R., & Winston, M. (2010). A comprehensive approach to RTI: Embedding universal design for learning
and technology. Learning Disability Quarterly, 33(4), 243–255.

◦ This article discusses integrating UDL into the response-to-intervention structure within a school to provide a seamless support system for
students. Make note of the implications for practice, as that can most directly impact your instructional practices.

• Evans, C., Williams, J. B., King, L., & Metcalf, D. (2010). Modeling, guided instruction, and application of UDL in a rural special education teacher
preparation program. Rural Special Education Quarterly, 29(4), 41–48.

◦ As you read this article, pay attention to the consistent implementation of UDL within the teacher pre-service courses. Think about ways to
apply these strategies to your classroom.

• Goeke, J. L., & Ciotoli, F. (2014). Inclusive STEM: Making integrative curriculum accessible to all students. Children's Technology and Engineering,
18(3), 18–22.

◦ This article describes how an interactive lesson was designed using UDL to support all learners.

•

National Center on Universal Design for Learning. (n.d.). UDL and the common core state standards. Retrieved from
http://www.udlcenter.org/implementation/udl_ccss

◦ This article briefly discusses how to apply UDL strategies to successfully implement the common core standards. It also provides useful links
to strategies and resources you could implement in your classroom.

Unit 7 Assignment Preparation
Your Unit 7 assignment is due this week.

• You should be designing or modifying the activity that you are incorporating into the lesson.
• Remember to include any handouts that you are using as part of the lesson.
• You should be working on creating a rubric that accurately assesses mastery of the competencies.

Demonstration of Proficiency
By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following course competency and scoring guide criteria:

• Competency 1: Apply appropriate pedagogical strategies to implement competency-based instruction in the classroom.
◦ Design a lesson that is aligned to the competencies and outcomes it addresses.
◦ Explain ways the selected pedagogy allows for differentiation and scaffolding to assist students in achieving competency.
◦ Explain how competency-based education concepts helped the selection of pedagogical strategies and activities.



◦ Develop a formative assessment incorporating CBE that enhances student learning, voice, and pace.
◦ Create a rubric that accurately assesses mastery of competencies.

Overview
For this assignment, you will design one lesson that you would use to implement competency-based instruction in the classroom. The lesson you design
must include an aspect of technology. This could be in any part of the lesson (differentiation options, student self-monitoring, data collection, et cetera),
but the technology should enhance the lesson in some way. The lesson should also include research-based strategies.

This assignment will be done in two parts. First, you will provide an analysis of the lesson in narrative form. Then, you will provide the actual lesson plan.
Use the Designing Competency-Based Instruction Template (linked in the Resources) to guide your work for both parts.

Instructions
Complete the following. Use the Designing Competency-Based Instruction Template to guide your work.

Part 1: Analysis

• Explain the pedagogical strategy you chose for the lesson and how that pedagogy allows for differentiation and scaffolding to assist students in
achieving competency.

◦ How will that strategy be implemented upon instruction?
◦ How will your instruction shift based on the needs of your students?

• Explain how the technology will be used and the level (modification or redefinition) of SAMR.
◦ How will the technology deepen the students’ learning?

• Explain how the activities work together and build upon students' prior knowledge.
• Discuss how competency-based education concepts helped you select the pedagogy and activities and how the concepts changed your

pedagogical strategies.

Part 2: Lesson Plan

• List any materials you would need for the lesson.
• Align the lesson activity accurately to the outcomes and competencies it addresses.
• Provide an overview of the instruction of the activity.
• Develop a formative assessment incorporating CBE so that you enhance student learning, voice, and pace.

◦ For example, you could provide a menu of options for students such as writing a paper, acting something out, or creating a piece of artwork.
Students would be able to show mastery of the competencies through all the options.

• Include any necessary follow-up activities.
• Create a rubric that accurately assesses mastery of competencies.

◦ Usually numbers should not be included in the body of your rubrics. For example, if the criterion is to find three credible articles, this would
often lead to the assessment of work quantity (three articles) and not the assessment of quality (credibility of the articles).

• Include all handouts you would provide for students. Make sure all of the documents you create for students are student-friendly. Ensure that the
documents reflect CBE concepts.

Submission Requirements

Your assignment should meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to APA style and formatting.
• Length: Will vary.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

APA Style and Format

Writing Feedback Tool

Designing Competency-Based Instruction Template [DOCX]



u07d1 - UDL Strategies in Your Classroom

Unit 8  Implementing Competency-Based Education
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Give a brief description of the students in your classroom. Be sure not to use their real names; rather focus on the differences in their learning needs and
backgrounds that are relevant to your instructional choices.

• Identify two UDL strategies that you do not currently use but could help meet the needs of all of your students. Connect your work to the literature
and cite your sources. You may want to reference the Teaching and Learning Research Guide or the Education Technology and Innovation
Research Guide to find reputable and peer-reviewed sources.

• Discuss at least one way that technology could assist you in engaging all of the students in your classroom and pushing them to think more critically
and more deeply about your unit content.

Response Guidelines
Read the posts of your peers and respond to at least two. Consider the following questions in each response:

• Would the strategies proposed in the post meet the needs of the students described? Can you think of a group described that would not benefit
from the strategies presented? Explain your reasoning.

• How could you push students to even greater critical thinking or real-world application, when implementing these strategies?
• How might these strategies be used in your own classroom?

Course Resources

u07d1 - Learning Components

• Apply Universal Design for Learning strategies with students.

Introduction

In this unit, you will explore the implementation of CBE in your classroom. You will determine how and when to introduce and implement competency-
based educational practices such as UDL. Additionally, you will examine when and if technology should be integrated into the lessons. It is imperative
that the implementation of technology be meaningful to the lesson and to the students.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Implementing Competency-Based Education

• Parette, H. P., Jr., & Blum, C. (2014). Using flexible participation in technology-supported, universally designed preschool activities. Teaching
Exceptional Children, 46(3), 60–67.

◦ This article defines all of the components of UDL and describes one way preschool teachers have started to incorporate these components to
promote interaction for all of their students.

• van Garderen, D., Hanuscin, D., Lee, E., & Kohn, P. (2012). Quest: A collaborative professional development model to meet the needs of diverse
learners in K–6 science. Psychology in the Schools, 49(5), 429–443. doi:10.1002/pits.21611

◦ This article describes how effective professional development for teaching diverse learners combines the content area development with
special education development so that teachers best implement UDL, formative assessments, and inquiry-based learning strategies.

Teaching and Learning Research Guide

Education Technology and Innovation Research Guide
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• Examine methods to reach all students, including those with special needs.
• Analyze practices of successful teachers.

Unit 10 Assignment Preparation
Your Implementing Competency-Based Instruction assignment is due in Unit 10. In this assignment, you will select or create a lesson plan to teach in
your class. Remember, this lesson must incorporate some form of technology.

• You will be recording the first 10–15 minutes of this lesson as a part of the assignment. You will be recording the video using a tool of your choice
and uploading the video using Kaltura Media. Refer to Using Kaltura [PDF] for more information about this courseroom tool.

• Have the equipment up in your classroom prior to the filming of the lesson, if you wish, so that students are used to its presence and it does not
interfere with the normal implementation of your lesson.

• Review the privacy requirements associated with filming in a classroom. Get the Media Release Form [DOCX] signed by parents or guardians if
you wish to include students in your videos. (This could be especially effective to show your interaction with students or differentiation.)

◦ Student privacy requirements:
◾ You cannot show students' faces in the recording. If you do say the name of a student, but do not show his or her face, that is

permissible.
◾ You can show the back of students' heads, but the students should not be identified. You could call on a student, for example, but you

cannot say his or her name.
◾ You can show students' faces if you receive the written permission from their parents or guardians. You may use the Media Release

Form to do so. You must upload this signed document for any identified student in the recording in order for your recording to be graded.

• Contact your instructor if you need to modify this assignment.

In addition to the technical requirements, to successfully complete this assignment, in this unit you should:

• Read through the assignment instructions and scoring guide in Unit 10, if you have not already done so.
• Determine which lesson you will teach and establish a time to teach the lesson.
• Obtain any necessary permission forms.
• Modify the lesson based on instructor feedback, if necessary.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in these activities, please contact Disability
Services to request accommodations.

Over the past few units, you have learned about a variety of UDL strategies that would allow you to differentiate and meet the needs of all students. In
preparation for your recording in the Unit 10 assignment, record yourself teaching one of these strategies. You should choose a strategy you have not
often implemented. This video does not need to be connected to the assignments in this course. Edit the video, and use Kaltura Media to upload it to the
discussion area. The video should be no more than 10 minutes but should show you implementing the strategy effectively.

Also, attach a lesson plan of the lesson you recorded. This allows your fellow learners to see the larger context of the activity. It should contain objectives,
materials, activities, and any assessments that will take place in the unit.

In addition to uploading the video and attaching the lesson, include the following information in your post:

• A brief description of the strategy you chose to implement.
• A rationale explaining why you chose to use this strategy.
• Your perception on the strategy's implementation. Did it work to help you achieve the goal you intended?
• Any questions you might have either in regard to the strategy you chose or related to the recording and editing process.

Privacy Requirements

As you will be recording in a classroom, it is important you know your school's policy about recording students and take the necessary steps to ensure
you can meet the course requirements while also meeting privacy requirements.
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• If you are recording in a classroom, there is a need for privacy when it comes to student participation. Though the regulations may change by
school and by state, in general, you cannot film a student's face without a parent's or guardian's permission. You may record in your classroom, and
if the backs of student heads are visible, that is acceptable. You may also call on a student as long as he or she is not filmed.

• If a student is filmed in a class recording, you must have a parent's or guardian's consent. Use the Media Release Form given in the Resources to
receive permission. You will need to submit these permission forms for each student in the recording, or your discussion will receive no credit.

• If your school has a policy that allows for the recording of students, you can submit that document instead of the Media Release Forms.
• If none of these options work for you, please contact your instructor to come up with a modification that would be appropriate.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in these activities, please contact Disability
Services to request accommodations.

Response Guidelines
Respond to the posts of at least two peers. Read the posts and view their videos. If you would like, read through the lesson plan that was provided.
Answer the following questions in each response:

• What seems to be the purpose of the strategy?
• Does the use of the strategy in this context seem appropriate and effective? How is it impacting students? Or, does the strategy seem to fit with the

unit objectives?
• What is your specific feedback, either in response to the video or lesson plan? What is going well? What is one suggestion you would have for your

peer as he or she seeks to implement UDL and CBE?

Course Resources

u08d1 - Learning Components

• Analyze ways to implement differentiated learning strategies in the classroom.
• Design a lesson plan that reflects differentiation and aligns with CBE concepts.
• Determine the appropriate technologies for a given lesson.

Introduction

In this unit, you will develop an understanding of how to sustain the use of competency-based practices. You will focus on exploring the methods of UDL
that benefit diverse groups of students such as those with special needs and those who are English language learners. You will place special emphasis
on analyzing the behaviors and methods of highly successful teachers. You will be able to see where the competency-based methods could be used to
benefit the students you teach.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Sustaining Competency-Based Education

• Noonoo, S. (2014, December 3). Six ways to engage every learner using UDL. T. H. E. Journal. Retrieved from
http://thejournal.com/articles/2014/12/03/6-ways-to-engage-every-learner-using-udl.aspx

◦ As implementing UDL can seem like an overwhelming process, these six strategies will be helpful for someone starting the process.

• Click Develop a CBE Unit of Study to view the multimedia presentation that describes how to develop a lesson using the CBE theory.
• Click Creating a Student-Centered Learning Environment to participate in an activity in which you will make decisions that will adjust the pace of

a lesson and the environment that is based on various aspects related to student voice.

Disability Services

Media Release Form [DOCX]

Using Kaltura [PDF]
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u09d1 - Technology As a CBE Sustaining Strategy

Optional Resources for Further Exploration
You may use the following resources for searching technology tools in preparation for the first discussion in this unit:

• Educational Technology and Mobile Learning. (n.d.). A new wonderful wheel on SAMR and Bloom's digital taxonomy. Retrieved from
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2013/05/a-new-wonderful-wheel-on-samr-and.html

• Edtechteacher. (n.d.). Getting started. Retrieved from http://edtechteacher.org/start/

Course Resources

u09s1 - Learning Components

• Identify current and emerging technologies in education.
• Examine methods to reach all students, including those with special needs.
• Anticipate lesson pace based on factors related to student engagement and voice.

Unit 10 Assignment Preparation
Your Unit 10 assignment is due next week, which requires you to film yourself teaching a lesson to your students.

• If you have not yet done so, read through the assignment instructions in Unit 10, and familiarize yourself with the privacy requirements associated
with filming in a classroom.

• Ensure that your filming equipment is working properly.
• You may choose to implement the lesson plan that you created for the Unit 7 assignment; if so, be sure to incorporate instructor feedback. If you

choose to create a new lesson, be sure that it aligns with the assignment instructions and grading criteria.

Incorporating technology into your teaching practice (both teacher- and student-facing technology) can be challenging at first, but it can make the CBE
concepts easier and more sustainable to implement.

Choose some aspect of CBE you have learned that you find difficult to implement. Research a new educational technology tool or app that could make it
easier to incorporate this aspect into your classroom more sustainably. Ideally, this tool or app should also make learning more engaging and authentic
for your students.

For your educational technology tool, share the following information:

• The name of the tool or app.
• A brief description of the tool or app.
• The Internet address where it can be located or downloaded.

Create a small example using this technology tool or app that would demonstrate how you would use it in your classroom. If possible, include a link to
your example in the discussion post. If your tool does not allow such a link, please provide a screen capture with a description of what it depicts. Also,
describe how this tool or app allows you to implement CBE more consistently and sustainably.

Response Guidelines
Respond to the posts of at least two other learners. Choose between the following two response options:

• Option 1: Try out the tool or app your colleague suggested and view his or her example. Then offer feedback on the tool or app along with ways
you can use it in your own teaching.

Develop a CBE Unit of Study

Creating a Student-Centered Learning Environment
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u10a1 - Implementing Competency-Based Instruction

• Option 2: Using the description of the tool or app provided in the post, find a tool or app that could be used to complement the use of this tool in the
classroom. It could also be a tool that would serve the same purpose but would work better for your students' needs. Share the Internet address
where it can be located or downloaded and briefly describe the tool or app.

u09d1 - Learning Components

• Identify current and emerging technologies in education.

Introduction

In this unit, you will bring together what you have learned throughout the course to complete the final assignment. This project will draw from each of the
units and prior assignments. You will integrate technology as much as feasible in a manner that will befit your students and the materials you are
teaching.

Learning Activities

Required Readings

Teacher Reflection

• Gningue, S. M., Schroder, B., & Peach, R. (2014). Reshaping the "glass slipper": The development of reflective practice by mathematics teachers
through action research. American Secondary Education, 42(3), 18–29.

◦ This article examines the role of mini-investigations within the action research reflection model as a means to transform learning and
reflection.

u10s1 - Learning Components

• Reflect on the use of competency-based education concepts to enhance classroom instruction.

Demonstration of Proficiency
By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following course competencies and assignment scoring guide
criteria:

• Competency 1: Develop a competency-based educational environment that values student voice and pace.
◦ Implement a video-recorded lesson that demonstrates differentiation and anticipates student voice and pace.
◦ Monitor and adjust instruction based on level of student engagement, needs, voice, and pace.
◦ Incorporate pedagogical strategies that embrace competency-based instruction and universal design.
◦ Reflect on the success of the lesson implementation using formative assessment data and student input.
◦ Analyze how the lesson reflects the use of universal design.

Preparation
In this assignment, you will teach a lesson plan that demonstrates differentiation and anticipates student voice and pace. The lesson you teach needs to
incorporate technology in a way that is meaningful for learners. You may select the lesson you designed in Unit 7, but it is not required.

You will need to video-record yourself teaching the lesson for a reflective discussion. If the lesson takes more than one day to implement, you only need
to record the first 10–15 minutes on one of the days. Remember, you will need to adhere to all privacy concerns related to filming students as specified
by your state or district. In general:

• You cannot show students' faces in the recording. If you do say the name of a student, but do not show his or her face, that is permissible.



• You can show the back of students' heads, but the students should not be identified. You could call on a student, for example, but you cannot say
his or her name.

• You can show students' faces if you receive the written permission of their parents or guardians. You may use the Media Release Form linked in the
Resources to do so. You must upload the signed document for any identified student in the recording in order for your recording to be graded.

Remember that the lesson you choose also needs to adhere to universal design principles and incorporate technology to improve the learning
experience for students.

Instructions
Use the Implementing Competency-Based Instruction Template linked in the Resources to help guide your work and ensure that you include all of the
components. You will submit the template and your recorded lesson as your artifact for assessment.

Lesson Introduction

• Describe the context surrounding your classroom and the lesson you created.
◦ Who are the students involved in this lesson?

◾ What prior knowledge will the students need to have?
◾ How does your lesson engage students?

• Anticipate what student voice will look like in your learning environment. How is that incorporated into the lesson? What sort of needs must you plan
for based on your students?

• Align the lesson plan to learning outcomes and competencies.
• Create all student- and teacher-facing documents necessary for the implementation of this lesson. This includes any technological components in

the lesson. Include the documents in Appendix B of the template.
• Explain how technology will be used and the level of SAMR.

Lesson Plan

Design a lesson plan that reflects UDL and CBE principles, including a way to formatively assess student learning within the lesson. You may use the
lesson plan from the Unit 7 assignment, or you may create a new lesson. If you choose to use your lesson from Unit 7, make sure it meets the
requirements for implementation and post-lesson reflection. Include your lesson in Appendix A of the template.

Lesson Implementation

Complete the following:

• Record yourself teaching the lesson. The recording should demonstrate your ability to successfully implement CBE and UDL.
◦ Remember that unless you have signed approval, you cannot include any students in the recording except for the back of student heads. If

you do have signed permission, that permission needs to be uploaded in the assignment area.

• Edit the video to highlight your use of the following components. The video should be 10–15 minutes long.
◦ Integrate technology into the lesson to enhance instruction. The lesson should incorporate technology at the modification or redefinition level

of the SAMR model.
◦ Implement pedagogical strategies that embrace competency-based instruction and universal design.
◦ Include formative assessment to check student learning.

Your video will also be assessed on the level of student engagement and your ability to monitor and adjust your instruction based on student needs,
voice, and pace.

Be sure to consider the purpose of the elements you include in the video. For example, it is unnecessary to record work time unless it is essential to
demonstrate a key strategy (for example, differentiation or student engagement).

Use Kaltura Media to upload the video to the courseroom.

Post-Lesson Reflection

Complete a written reflection addressing these questions:

• How successful was the lesson implementation, based on student data from the formative assessment and student input?
• During instruction, did the student voice reflect what you anticipated and planned?
• To what extent did the use of technology in the lesson enhance learning?
• How did the lesson reflect the use of universal design? How did that change student learning and engagement?
• How did a focus on competency-based instruction deepen learning for students?

Submission Requirements

Submit the following in the assignment area:



u10d1 - Creating a Class Glossary

• Implementing Competency-Based Instruction template.
• Recording of the lesson implementation.

Your assignment should meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to APA style and formatting.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in these activities, please contact Disability
Services to request accommodations.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

You have been introduced to many terms and strategies throughout this course. Having a shared definition of these can be helpful when reviewing and
revising your assignments. In this discussion, choose one term or strategy you learned during this course that has been meaningful to your professional
development. You should define a term or strategy that has not already been posted, though you are welcome to add on to a definition provided by
another learner.

In your post, provide the following information:

• The term or strategy.
• Your definition. Cite sources as necessary.
• An example of the term or strategy. What does it mean to do this or what does this look like in practice?

Response Guidelines
No response is required for this discussion, though you are welcome to add information to develop a definition more fully.

u10d1 - Learning Components

• Reflect on the use of competency-based education concepts to enhance classroom instruction.

Media Release Form [DOCX]

Implementing Competency-Based Instruction Template [DOCX]

Disability Services

Using Kaltura [PDF]

Writing Feedback Tool




