
Syllabus

Course Overview

In this course you critically analyze social welfare history, domestic social policies, and social welfare programs. You use theoretical frameworks and
social work best practices to understand issues of social and economic justice, including the human rights of children, youth, adults, families,
communities, and organizations, in order to effectively prepare for policy leadership and planning, advocacy, and social action.

Masters of Social Work Mission Statement
The mission of Capella University's Master of Social Work program is to educate and prepare diverse adult learners to serve as innovative, 21st-century
advanced generalist practitioners. We strive to develop professional social workers who will exemplify strengths-based and ecological perspectives,
cultural competence, and ethical practice and emerge as leaders who use technology as an adjunct to practice. We aim for our graduates to further
advance social work practice in service of their local communities, agencies, and organizations.

Advanced Generalist Practice
The advanced generalist practice specialization introduces social work practice skills, the strengths perspective at all levels of social work practice with
individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities. Learners will develop and apply advanced generalist practice and leadership skills in
engagement, assessment, intervention, and evaluation from a strengths perspective grounded in social work values and ethics, social justice, human
rights, cultural competence, policy practice, the integration of technology, and evidence-based practice.

The advanced generalist practice program reinforces the integration of best practice standards that incorporate and emphasize the National Association
of Social Workers (NASW) and Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) Standards for Social Work Practice, NASW Code of Ethics, and the
International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) and the International Association of Schools of Social Work Ethics in Social Work (IASSW) for global
standards. To enhance and reinforce the demonstration of micro, mezzo, and macro advanced generalist practice skills, learners will engage in face-to-
face residency experiences.

Webinars
To help you get started successfully in your program, your instructor is holding an introductory webinar during the first week of the course. This webinar
introduces you to all aspects of your degree program and provides you with an opportunity to ask questions. The time of the webinar is provided in the
Announcements section of the courseroom. The webinar is hosted using the Adobe Connect technology tool, both to enable you to connect live
(synchronously) and to enable you to view the recorded session afterwards. See the Unit 1 study entitled Introductory Webinar and Using Adobe
Connect for more information on how to participate.

Your instructor is here to help you on your journey. In addition to comments on your discussion posts and papers, your instructor will present live
(synchronous) webinars during several units of the course and will be holding "office hours" for individual contacts as needed. For details on the schedule
and timing of both the webinars and the office hours, read the Faculty Expectations Message and stay up to date on the Announcements and Updates
and Handouts sections of the courseroom.

Adobe Connect Activities
This course requires learners to attend synchronous (live) and asynchronous (recorded) meetings via Adobe Connect. If you require the use of assistive
technology or alternative communication methods to participate in these activities, please contact Disability Services to request accommodations.

Council on Social Work Education Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards Competencies, 
Practice Behaviors, and Learning Outcomes
Note: EPAS refer to the Council on Social Work Education, 2008 Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards. The standards are used for
accreditation purposes for master’s level social work programs. The purpose of the EPAS is to establish consistent academic and professional
expectations across all social work programs.

Unit Assignments and Alignment to Competencies/Practice Behaviors
Consistent with the Council on Social Work Education’s Educational Policies and Accreditation Standards, the Capella University Master of Social Work
Program strives to build competency in its learners in ten areas. Specific core competencies are accomplished through course objectives stated in terms
of underlying practice behaviors comprised by the competency standard. This course contributes to learners’ mastery of the following specific core
competencies through the respective practice behaviors and assignments:

Assignments and Learning Activity Weights



Activity

Alignment to
Competency,
EPA,
Practice
Behavior

Discussion Participation
Not
Applicable

Federal Policy Analysis and
Recommendations Course Project
Components

u02a1: Exploration of Social Justice
C2.GP.A,
C5.GP.B,
C5.GP.C

u04a1: Policy Selection and
Background

C5.GP.A,
C5.GP.B

u06a1: Policy Analysis
C5.GP.A,
C5.GP.B,
C5.GP.C

u10a1: Federal Policy Analysis and
Recommendations

C2.GP.A,
C5.GP.B,
C5.GP.C

Total:

Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards Competency and Expected Learning Outcomes

Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

Competency 2: Engage Diversity
and Difference in Practice C2.GP.A

Apply and communicate understanding of the importance of diversity and
difference in shaping life experiences into practice at the micro, mezzo, and
macro levels.

u02a1: Exploration of
Justice

This assignment is in
preparation for the project.
The purpose of this
assignment is to explore a
social justice problem that
addresses a specific
population or subgroup (for
example, access to health
care, access to social
services, immigration, or
veterans' mental health and
services). This should be a
problem that presents
current challenges for social
workers providing services
and support. You will need to
investigate the various forms
and mechanisms of
oppression and mechanisms
of oppression and
discrimination within this
social justice problem and



Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

identify policies that are
currently enacted to address
this problem. Ultimately, you
will choose one of these
policies that are currently
enacted to address this
problem. Ultimately, you will
choose one of these policies
to analyze as the topic for
your federal policy analysis
course project.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

1. Analyze the forms and
mechanisms of
oppression and
discrimination that exist
within a selected social
justice problem and their
impact on a specific
population or subgroup.

2. Analyze the ethical
problems associated
with the selected social
justice issue with
support from scholarly
sources.

3. Analyze the feasibility of
policies related to the
selected social justice
problem.

u10a1: Federal Policy
Analysis and
Recommendation

This is the final component of
the project for this course,
which includes a compilation
of all previous assignments.
The purpose of this
assignment is to analyze the
extent to which a chosen
federal policy addresses the
social justice issue
concerning a chosen
population and to provide
recommendations for
improvements in policy.

The competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

1. Analyze the social
justice issue and its



Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

connection to the
chosen population,
including addressing
cultural values, privilege,
and power in your
analysis.

2. Analyze the federal
policy and its connection
to the social justice
problem and the
targeted population.

Competency 5: Engage in Policy
Practice C5.GP.A

Identify social policy at the local, state, and federal level that impacts well-
being, service delivery, and access to social service

u04a1: Policy Selection
and Background

Based on the analysis of the
social justice problem in the
assignment u02a1, learners
select a current enacted
federal policy that is currently
a law for analysis. It must
address the problem that
affects the learner's chosen
diverse cultural group (for
example, based on race,
religion, disabilities, gender
orientation, socioeconomic
status, or access to
services). This will be the
policy learners analyze for
the rest of the course project.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

1. Describe the
purpose of a
currently enacted
federal policy that
addresses the
social justice
problem for a
chosen
population, using
scholarly
literature for
support.
3. Describe how
the policy
connects to the
chosen social
justice problem,
using scholarly
literature for
support.
4. Describe the



Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

historical issues
and context that
led to the creation
of the social
problem and
policy
development,
including details
about voting
outcomes and
legislative
leaders, using
scholarly
literature for
support.

u06a1: Policy Analysis

In this assignment, learners
analyze their chosen federal
policies addressing a specific
social justice issue, including
providing background of the
development of the policy
and evaluating its
effectiveness and feasibility.
Feasibility of a policy relates
not only to its economic
feasibility, but also to its
political and social impact.
You will also identify the
policy constraints that inhibit
the policy from most
effectively reaching the
targeted population.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criterion:

1. Analyze the
development of
the chosen policy.

Competency 5: Engage in Policy
Practice C5.GP.B

Assess how social welfare and economic policies impact the delivery of and
access to social services

u02a1: Exploration of
Social Justice

This assignment is in
preparation for the course
project. The purpose of this
assignment is to explore a
social justice problem that
addresses a specific
population or subgroup (for
example, access to health
care, access to social
services, immigration, or
veterans' mental health and



Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

services). This should be a
problem that presents
current challenges for social
workers providing services
and support. You will need to
investigate the various forms
and mechanisms of
oppression and
discrimination within this
social justice problem and
identify policies that are
currently enacted to address
this problem. Ultimately, you
will choose one of these
policies to analyze as the
topic for your federal policy
analysis course project.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

5. Assess the
impact of policies
related to the
selected social
justice problem
on a specific
population or
subgroup.

u04a1: Policy Selection
and Background

Based on the analysis of the
social justice problem in the
assignment u02a1, learners
select a current enacted
federal policy that is currently
a law for analysis. It must
address the problem that
affects the learner's chosen
diverse cultural group (for
example, based on race,
religion, disabilities, gender
orientation, socioeconomic
status, or access to
services). This will be the
policy learners analyze for
the rest of the course project.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

2. Describe the
programs and
services provided
through the



Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

policy, using
scholarly
literature for
support.
5. Describe the
impact of the
historical
influences on the
implementation of
the policy, using
scholarly
literature for
support.

u06a1: Policy Analysis

In this assignment, learners
analyze their chosen federal
policies addressing a specific
social justice issue, including
providing background of the
development of the policy
and evaluating its
effectiveness and feasibility.
Feasibility of a policy relates
not only to its economic
feasibility, but also to its
political and social impact.
You will also identify the
policy constraints that inhibit
the policy from most
effectively reaching the
targeted population.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

2. Evaluate the
effectiveness of
the policy with
respect to the
target
population.
3. Evaluate the
feasibility of the
policy.

u10a1: Federal Policy
Analysis and
Recommendations

This is the final component of
the project for this course,
which includes a compilation
of all previous assignments.
The purpose of this
assignment is to analyze the
extent to which a



Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

chosen federal policy
addresses the social justice
issue concerning a chosen
population and to provide
recommendations for
improvements in policy.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

4. Evaluate the
effectiveness of
the policy,
including
addressing
issues with policy
design,
implementation
practices, and
external
constraints that
inhibit
effectiveness.
6. Draw
conclusions
about the
continuing
effectiveness of
the policy.

Competency 5: Engage in Policy
Practice C5.GP.C

Apply critical thinking to analyze, formulate, and advocate for policies that
advance human rights and social, economic, and environmental justice.

u02a1: Exploration of
Social Justice

This assignment is in
preparation for the course
project. The purpose of this
assignment is to explore a
social justice problem that
addresses a specific
population or subgroup (for
example, access to health
care, access to social
services, immigration, or
veterans' mental health and
services). This should be a
problem that presents
current challenges for social
workers providing services
and support. You will need to
investigate the various forms
and mechanisms of
oppression and
discrimination within this
social justice problem and
identify policies that are
currently enacted to address



Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

this problem. Ultimately, you
will choose one of these
policies to analyze as the
topic for your federal policy
analysis course project.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

3. Analyze
current, enacted
policies to
address the
selected social
justice problem,
supporting
analysis with
scholarly, peer-
reviewed
research.
6. Compare
advocacy
methods for the
selected social
justice problem.

u06a1: Policy Analysis

In this assignment, learners
analyze their chosen federal
policies addressing a specific
social justice issue, including
providing background of the
development of the policy
and evaluating its
effectiveness and feasibility.
Feasibility of a policy relates
not only to its economic
feasibility, but also to its
political and social impact.
You will also identify the
policy constraints that inhibit
the policy from most
effectively reaching the
targeted population.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

4. Identify the
policy constraints
that inhibit the
policy from fully
addressing the
problem for the
chosen
population.



(Read Only)

Council on Social Work Education

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards

Council on Social Work Education Foundational Behavior

Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards and
Practice Behaviors
Alignment to Assignment

u10a1: Federal Policy
Analysis and
Recommendations

This is the final component of
the project for this course,
which includes a compilation
of all previous assignments.
The purpose of this
assignment is to analyze the
extent to which a
chosen federal policy
addresses the social justice
issue concerning a chosen
population and to provide
recommendations for
improvements in policy.

This competency will be
measured through the
following grading criteria:

3. Analyze the
historical issues
and context
leading up to and
including the
development of
the policy.
5. Evaluate the
feasibility of the
policy from
political,
economic, and
administrative
perspectives.
7. Provide
recommendations
to improve the
policy or to
replace it with
alternative
solutions,
including a plan
for advocacy and
implementation.

Course Competencies

To successfully complete this course, you will be expected to:

Apply and communicate understanding of the importance of diversity and difference in shaping life experiences into
practice at the micro, mezzo, and macro levels. (C2.GP.A)

1

Identify social policy at the local, state, and federal level that impacts well-being, service delivery, and access to social
services. (C5.GP.A)

2



Course Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Syllabus  Course Materials

Required

The materials listed below are required to complete the learning activities in this course.

Integrated Materials

Many of your required books are available via the VitalSource Bookshelf link in the courseroom, located in your Course Tools. Registered learners in a
Resource Kit program can access these materials using the courseroom link on the Friday before the course start date. Some materials are available
only in hard-copy format or by using an access code. For these materials, you will receive an email with further instructions for access. Visit the Course
Materials page on Campus for more information.

Book

NASW. (2018). Social work speaks: National Association of Social Workers policy statements 2018—2020 (11th ed.) Washington, DC: NASW
Press. ISBN: 9780871015266.

Assess how social welfare and economic policies impact the delivery of and access to social services. (C5.GP.B)3

Apply critical thinking to analyze, formulate, and advocate for policies that advance human rights and social, economic,
and environmental justice. (C5.GP.C)

4

Communicate in a manner that is scholarly, professional, and consistent with expectations for members of the social
work profession.

5



Stern, M. J., & Axinn, J. (2018). Social welfare: A history of the American response to need (9th ed.). New York, NY: Pearson. ISBN:
9780134449913.

Library

The following required readings are provided in the Capella University Library or linked directly in this course. To find specific readings by journal or book
title, use Journal and Book Locator. Refer to the Journal and Book Locator library guide to learn how to use this tool.

• Anderson, S. G., & Gryzlak, B. M. (2002). Social work advocacy in the post-TANF environment: Lessons from early TANF research studies. Social
Work, 47(3), 301–314.

• Barrow, F. H. (2007). Forrester Blanchard Washington and his advocacy for African Americans in the New Deal. Social Work, 52(3), 201–208.

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• National Association of Social Workers (NASW). (n.d.). Code of ethics. Retrieved from https://www.socialworkers.org/About/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics
• Social Security. (n.d.). Historical background and development of social security. Retrieved from http://www.ssa.gov/history/briefhistory3.html
• The History Place. (1998). American revolution: Early colonial era: Beginnings to 1700. Retrieved

from http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/rev-early.htm
• United States Congress. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.congress.gov/

Suggested

Optional

The following optional materials are offered to provide you with a better understanding of the topics in this course. These materials are not required to
complete the course.

External Resource

Please note that URLs change frequently. While the URLs were current when this course was designed, some may no longer be valid. If you cannot
access a specific link, contact your instructor for an alternative URL. Permissions for the following links have been either granted or deemed appropriate
for educational use at the time of course publication.

• History.com. (2015). New deal. Retrieved from http://www.history.com/topics/new-deal

Projects

Project  Federal Policy Analysis and Recommendations

Project Overview

In this course project, you will create a federal policy analysis and recommendation in which you analyze the history and current impact of a federal policy
and then provide recommendations for ways to improve the policy as it applies to a social justice problem experienced by a specific population. Your
work on this project will not only enable you to demonstrate your mastery of the course competencies, but also provide you with an initial experience with
policy analysis at the federal level.

The course project consists of four assignment components. Read the individual assignment information in detail to ensure you are aware of what is
required for this course project. In summary:

• In Unit 2, you will research problems that affect specific populations or subgroups.
• In Unit 4, you will choose a current policy that addresses a problem you researched to focus on for this project.
• In Unit 6, you will analyze the chosen policy as it applies to a chosen population and problem, including the policy's feasibility and other factors.
• In Unit 10, you will compile all components into a final report that includes your recommendations and final analysis.

Please refer to each assignment for the completion and submission requirements.



Unit 1  Introduction to the Origins of Social Welfare Policy

u01s1 - Studies

u01s2 - Introductory Webinar and Using Adobe Connect

Introduction

In this unit, we will explore the origins of social, cultural, political, and economic contexts of social welfare history in the United States. Due to the diversity
in values and economic and political ideologies, this has resulted in complex, and at times controversial, social welfare policies and programs.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 1, "Introduction," pages 1–15, which provides an overview of social welfare policy in this country.

From the Social Work Speaks text:

• Read the Forward, pages ix-xii.

From Campus:

• View Critical Thinking to learn more about how to make the most of your academic experience.
• View Resources for Success: Making the Most of Capella's Academic Writing Tools to view this informative interactive presentation.

Multimedia
View the video to learn more about this important topic.

• Bloom's Taxonomy.

u01s1 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Apply critical thinking skills in interpreting social welfare policies.

Check the courseroom announcements for the time and connection details for your introductory webinar.

In this unit, you are required either to attend the introductory webinar when it is offered live or view and listen to the recording once it has been posted in
the courseroom. You will have similar types of webinars later in the course. Your instructor uses Adobe Connect, a technology tool, to present each
webinar. The PowerPoint presentation your instructor will use is Introductory Webinar [PPT].

In preparation for using Adobe Connect to attend synchronous (live) and asynchronous (recorded) meetings in this course, complete the following:



u01s3 - Social Policy Research Tutorial

u01s4 - Project Preparation

u01d1 - Introduction to Social Welfare Policy

• If you have not already done so, install your headset on your computer, using the installation instructions included in the package.
• Review the following instructions on the Using Adobe Connect support page on iGuide:

◦ Attend a Meeting.
◦ Configuring Audio (for either Windows or Mac).

If you are unable to participate in a synchronous webinar, look for a link to the recording of the webinar in the Updates and Handouts section of the unit,
which your instructor will post.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in this activity, please contact Disability Services
to request accommodations.

Reference the Social Policy Research Tutorial for guidance on how to conduct your research.

Course Resources

Begin your research for the first of four final project-related assignments, due at the end of Unit 2.

Read the assignment instructions and related scoring guide now to ensure you fully understand the requirements of this part of your project.

Identify at least three factors influencing the development of social policy. Explain each factor and provide examples.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two other peers. Reference your Social Work Speaks text and comment about what factors should ideally determine social policy.
Challenge or agree with the views of those learners, explaining why you agree or disagree.

Course Resources

u01d1 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Identify social, political, economic, and other factors that influence policy development.

Social Policy Research Tutorial

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Social Work Speaks: National Association of Social Workers Policy Statements 2018—2020



u01d2 - Values and Social Policy

Unit 2  The Colonial Period: Settlers and Conquerors

u02s1 - Studies

Social policy is value-driven. Identify two values undergirding government policy in the past and compare and contrast these to values expressed in the
current NASW Code of Ethics. Share your two personal values and how they align or clash with those of the profession. Do you see these values
interfering with the performance of your work as a social worker? Why or why not?

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers. In your response, consider another leaner's responses in comparison to yours. Have they missed anything? Or do
his or her responses suggest that you missed something?

Course Resources

u01d2 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Apply NASW Code of Ethics and best practice standards.

Introduction

In this unit, we cover the colonial period of America from 1647–1776. As the colonists worked to establish new settlements, they faced different
challenges from those encountered in England and Western Europe. The English Poor Laws did not apply to the colonies. Disease, wars, and harsh
living conditions created significant economic adversity for many individuals and families, especially those who were ill, elderly, widowed, or orphaned.
The New England colonists depended on family, volunteers, almshouses, and apprenticeships to respond to individual needs, which often taxed
community resources.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 2, "The Colonial Period: 1647–1776," pages 15–33.

From the Social Work Speaks text:

• Read "Role of Government, Social Policy, and Social Work," pages 278–282.

From the Internet:

• Read American Revolution: Early Colonial Era: Beginnings to 1700 to learn more about the period of American history from 1000 to 1700 A.D.

Multimedia
View the following media pieces to help you understand the policy-making and analysis process.

• Policy Formulation Process.
• The Policy Process.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

NASW Code of Ethics



u02a1 - Exploration of Social Justice

u02s1 - Learning Components

• Explain the historical development of social problems.
• Describe the policy development process.

Assignment Overview
Social justice problems may affect different populations in unique ways. Social workers must understand the special challenges that may arise when
providing services and supports for these populations, as well as the policies that may address the social justice problems that impact them.

By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following EPAs and practice behaviors:

• Competency 2: Engage Diversity and Difference in Practice
◦ C2.GP.A: Apply and communicate understanding of the importance of diversity and difference in shaping life experiences into practice at the

micro, mezzo, and macro levels.
◾ Related Assignment Criteria:

◾ 1. Analyze the forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination that exist within a selected social justice problem and their
impact on a specific population or subgroup.

◾ 2. Analyze the ethical problems associated with the selected social justice issue with support from scholarly sources.
◾ 4. Analyze the feasibility of policies related to the selected social justice problem.

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.B: Assess how social welfare and economic policies impact the delivery of and access to social services.

◾ Related Assignment Criterion:
◾ 5. Assess the impact of policies related to the selected social justice problem on a specific population or subgroup.

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.C Apply critical thinking to analyze, formulate, and advocate for policies that advance human rights and social, economic, and

environmental justice.
◾ Related Assignment Criteria:

◾ 3. Analyze current, enacted policies to address the selected social justice problem, supporting analysis with scholarly, peer-
reviewed research.

◾ 6. Compare advocacy methods for the selected social justice problem.

Assignment Description
In preparation for your course project, the purpose of this assignment is to explore a social justice problem that addresses a specific population or
subgroup (for example, access to health care, access to social services, immigration, or veterans' mental health and services). This should be a problem
that presents current challenges for social workers providing services and support. You will need to investigate the various forms and mechanisms of
oppression and discrimination within this social justice problem and identify policies that are currently enacted to address this problem. Ultimately, you
will choose one of these policies to analyze as the topic for your federal policy analysis course project.

To ensure this is a viable scholarly topic, explore the literature in your area of interest by doing article and book searches through Capella University
Library databases and other electronic resources, including government, educational, and organizational websites. Exploring scholarly, respected
literature will be the preliminary work for this project. Congress.gov will be an invaluable resource for your research during this project.

Assignment Instructions
To complete this assignment:

Choose a social justice problem that addresses the needs of a specific population or subgroup that interests you. To find scholarly research about your
topics, use the Capella University Library; government, educational, and organizational websites; and the United States Congress website,
Congress.gov. Refer to the SWK5002 library research guide, Social Policy Research Tutorial, for assistance in doing policy research and
locating resources.

1. Analyze the forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination of your chosen population or subgroup that exist within this social justice topic
(for example, race, religion, disabilities, gender orientation, socioeconomic status, or access to services).

◦ In your analysis, describe how the oppression and discrimination impacted this population.

2. Analyze ethical problems associated with your selected social justice problem.
◦ Use the "NASW Code of Ethics" website and the Social Work Speaks policy textbook to guide your analysis:

◾ What ethical considerations in your selected social justice problem must be addressed?
◾ What are implications for social work practice and positive client outcomes?



u02d1 - Impact of the Elizabethan Poor Laws on Current Social Welfare Policy

3. Describe the current, enacted policies for this social justice problem.
◦ Research current, enacted policies that seek to address this social justice problem. These policies must be passed legislation currently in

practice. Legislation can be at the federal or state level, but ultimately your course project will require you to select a federal policy.

4. Analyze how effective these policies are in addressing the needs of your chosen population or subgroup.
◦ Do the policies effectively address the social justice problem? Provide a rationale that includes scholarly, peer-reviewed research.

5. Assess the impact these policies have had on your selected population or subgroup.
◦ What policy constraints exist for this population?

6. Compare advocacy methods for the selected social justice problem.
◦ What are the strengths and challenges of the advocacy methods? What additional steps could be taken to address the challenges?

Guidelines
• Read the Exploration of Social Justice scoring guide for information on how your work will be graded.
• Reference the Social Policy Research Tutorial for guidance on how to conduct your research.

Additional Requirements
The assignment should meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to current APA style and formatting standards.
• Cited resources: Minimum of five scholarly sources. All literature cited should be current, with publication dates within the past five years.
• Length of paper: Four to six double-spaced, typed pages.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.
• Due date: Assignment must be submitted to your instructor in the courseroom no later than 11:59 p.m. Central Time on Sunday of this week.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

How are the Elizabethan Poor Laws, though extinct, still influencing current social welfare policies? In what way do economic considerations come into
play? Use the "NASW Code of Ethics" website and a relevant statement from the Social Work Speaks text to challenge the premises of the Poor Laws.

United States Congress

Writing Feedback Tool

Capella University Library

NASW Code of Ethics

Library Research and Information Skills: Searching Effectively

Library Research and Information Skills: What Is Scholarly?

Introduction to the Capella Library

APA Style and Format

Finding Scholarly Articles

Social Policy Research Tutorial



Unit 3  Social Welfare During the Pre-Civil War Period

u03s1 - Studies

u03s2 - Project Preparation

Response Guidelines
Respond to one peer considering how the economy influenced the development of social welfare policy then and now.

Course Resources

u02d1 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Identify social, political, economic, and other factors that influence policy development.
• Apply NASW Code of Ethics and best practice standards.

Introduction

In this unit, we cover the development of social welfare during the pre-Civil War period, from 1777 to 1860. This unit traces the early expansion of the
United States after declaring independence from England. This period saw the growth of a population that was more diverse than the colonists in values,
race, and needs. Since the new constitution did not delineate the role of the national government in addressing social welfare, state and local
governments implemented policies and programs at their discretion. This led to combined public government and local charity responses to need during
a time when the new states faced unprecedented economic and cultural challenges presented by slavery, immigration, and the country's westward
expansion.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 3, "The Pre-Civil War Period: 1777–1860," pages 34–76.

From the Social Work Speaks text:

• Read "Economic Justice," pages 84–89.
• Read "Immigrants and Refugees," pages 187–191.

u03s1 - Learning Components

• Describe how policies affect diverse populations.
• Describe the various forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination (for example, race, religion, disabilities, gender orientation, or

socioeconomic status).

Begin working on your second project assignment, due at the end of Unit 4.

Read the assignment instructions and related scoring guide now to ensure you fully understand the requirements of this part of your project.

Reference the Social Policy Research Tutorial for guidance on how to conduct your research.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

NASW Code of Ethics

Social Work Speaks: National Association of Social Workers Policy Statements 2018—2020



u03d1 - American Nativism

u03d2 - A Time of Reform

Unit 4  The Civil War and Beyond

Although the early settlers migrated to this country, the influx of immigrants is often seen as threatening. Explain what fueled this sentiment then and
fuels it now. What was the anti-immigrant rhetoric then, and what is it now? Refer to the Social Work Speaks text and media as well as any outside
research. How does the NASW Policy Statement on Immigrants and Refugees (See Social Work Speaks) advocate for and support the rights of these
populations?

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers. Respond to two different learners respectfully and consider their responses in comparison to yours. Have they
missed anything? Or do their responses suggest that you missed something?

Course Resources

u03d1 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Describe the various forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination (for example, race, religion, disabilities, gender orientation, or

socioeconomic status).

The pre-Civil War era was a time of reform. Describe and explain the people who led these reform movements, and why. Whom or what were they trying
to reform?

Also within this period, children were both valued and devalued. Share your view of how children are valued and devalued today, supporting your claims
with scholarly references and professional experience.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers. Post your findings based on their responses and challenge or support them.

Course Resources

u03d2 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Explain the historical development of governmental response to social justice issues.

Introduction

In this unit, we cover the U.S. Civil War and post-Civil War, from 1860 to 1890. During this period, significant growth and change occurred, as the Civil
War created different social and economic realities for the northern and southern states alike. The North experienced large population growth from the

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Social Work Speaks: National Association of Social Workers Policy Statements 2018—2020

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u04s1 - Studies

u04a1 - Policy Selection and Background

influx of immigrants from Europe and the migration of former slaves, and the South had to rebuild its economic, social, and political infrastructures, which
were destroyed by the war and its aftermath. As a result of all this upheaval, poor residents in the northern urban areas and southern rural areas had
similar yet quite different needs, and meeting those needs remained the responsibility of the state and local governments and local charities.

The principal voluntary efforts, the Charity Organization Societies and Settlement House movements had different approaches to helping the poor in their
communities. Nineteenth-century industrialization also led to the rise of labor unions that fought for reforms related to child labor and the wages, safety,
and living conditions of workers. At the turn of the century, educated, middle-income women were central to many of these reform efforts.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 4, "The Civil War and After: 1860–1900," pages 77–114.

From the Social Work Speaks text:

• Read "Women's Issues," pages 353–362. Consider as you read how this policy affects your chosen population.
• Review "Immigrants and Refugees," pages 187–191.

Multimedia
Listen to the audio interviews:

• Policy Creation.

Learn the dos and don'ts to keep in mind when preparing a policy analysis.

• Preparing Your Policy Analysis.

u04s1 - Learning Components

• Explain the historical development of governmental response to social justice issues.
• Identify policies that affect diverse populations (for example, race, religion, disabilities, gender orientation, or socioeconomic status).

Assignment Overview
Government policy impacts social justice problems. Some policies may create social justice problems just as they attempt to correct them. In order to
successfully address social justice problems, social workers must have the knowledge and skills to locate, access, analyze, and interpret public policy.

By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following EPAs and general practices:

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.A: Identify social policy at the local, state, and federal level that impacts well-being, service delivery, and access to social service.

◾ Related Assignment Criteria:
◾ 1. Describe the purpose of a currently enacted federal policy that addresses the social justice problem for a chosen population,

using scholarly literature for support.
◾ 3. Describe how the policy connects to the chosen social justice problem, using scholarly literature for support.
◾ 4. Describe the historical issues and context that led to the creation of the social problem and policy development, including details

about voting outcomes and legislative leaders, using scholarly literature for support.

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.B: Assess how social welfare and economic policies impact the delivery of and access to social services

◾ Related Assignment Criteria:
◾ 2. Describe the programs and services provided through the policy, using scholarly literature for support.
◾ 5. Describe the impact of the historical influences on the implementation of the policy, using scholarly literature for support.



Assignment Description
Based on your analysis of the social justice problem in the assignment from Unit 2, select a currently enacted federal policy that is currently a law to
analyze using the United States Congress website, Congress.gov. It must also address the problem that affects your chosen diverse cultural group (for
example, based on race, religion, disabilities, gender orientation, socioeconomic status, or access to services). This will be the policy you analyze for the
entire the course project. Be sure to incorporate constructs that have been covered in this course into your analysis. You will compile all parts of the
course project in Unit 10, so as you receive feedback for each assignment, revise your work as necessary.

Assignment Instructions
To complete this assignment, select a federal policy from Congress.gov that targets the form of oppression and discrimination you described in Unit 2 (for
example, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Veterans Millennium Healthcare Act, Affordable Care Act (ACA), Adoption and Safe Families Act,
Medicare, Medicaid, Temporary Aid to Needy Families Act, or Social Security Act). Then, complete the following:

1. Describe the policy you have chosen and its connection to the social justice problem that was the focus of the previous assignment. This policy must
be enacted—in other words, it must be passed legislation.

◦ Describe the purpose of this policy.
◦ Describe the programs and services that are provided through the policy.
◦ Connect the policy to the social justice problem you selected by giving a brief description of the problem. Is it a new problem, something that

has recently arisen, or an old problem that never got resolved?

2. Describe the historical issues and context that lead to the creation of the social problem and policy development.
◦ Include information about the voting outcomes for the policy and the legislative leaders who influenced the policy historically and in the

present.
◦ Include the impact of these historical features have had on the policy's implementation.

Guidelines
• Use scholarly, peer-reviewed literature to support your claims.
• Before completing this assignment, make sure you also refer to the scoring guide that will be used to grade you.
• Remember that your instructor will be providing feedback on your assignments. Use that feedback to improve the content of your Federal Policy

Analysis and Recommendations course project.

Example assignment: You may use the assignment example, linked in the Resources, to give you an idea of what a Proficient or higher rating on the
scoring guide would look like.

Additional Requirements
The assignment you submit is expected to meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to current APA style and formatting standards.
• Cited resources: Minimum of five scholarly sources. All literature cited should be current, with publication dates within the past five years.
• Length of paper: Four to six double-spaced, typed pages.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.
• Due date: Assignment must be submitted to your instructor in the courseroom no later than 11:59 p.m. on Sunday of this week.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

Writing Feedback Tool

United States Congress

Introduction to the Capella Library

Library Research and Information Skills: What Is Scholarly?

Finding Scholarly Articles

APA Style and Format



u04d1 - Charity Organization Society Versus Settlement House

Unit 5  The Progressive Era, Social Reform, and the Social Work Profession: 1900–1930

u05s1 - Studies

Share the population you chose for your course project. Consider which type of agency, Charity Organization Societies or the Settlement Houses, would
best meet the needs of that group. Explain why, supporting your analysis with course and outside readings.

Response Guidelines
Respond to one peer providing about their choice and share ideas that you have.

Course Resources

u04d1 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Compare approaches to policy implementation and delivery of services.

Introduction

In this unit, we cover the Progressive Era, social reform, and the social work profession, from 1900 to 1930. Although the United States emerged as an
industrial leader during the early 20th century, as the richest country in the world it still faced a number of unresolved social, political, and economic
challenges. Advances in transportation and communication removed the geographic barriers that led to the misunderstanding that many local problems
were, in fact, national problems. As a result of local and state reform efforts begun in the late 18th century, the national government was forced to
implement a unified response to the needs of individuals with mental illness, children, women, and families, both in the workplace and at home. At the
same time, progressive reform, in seeking to bring improvement in the workplace conditions of women and children, and social insurance for all workers,
ignored the plight of oppressed blacks. This period in history also marks the professionalization of social work, which until the late 19th century was
dominated by the voluntary efforts of concerned individuals.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 5, "Progress and Reform: 1900–1930," pages 115–155.

Multimedia
Review the audio interviews:

• Policy Creation.

Review what to keep in mind when preparing a policy analysis:

• Preparing Your Policy Analysis.

Unit 4 Assignment Example [PDF]

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u05s2 - Midpoint Webinar

u05s3 - Project Preparation

u05d1 - The Rise of the Social Work Profession

u05d2 - Social Agencies as Instruments of Oppression

u05s1 - Learning Components

• Identify the frameworks for evaluating social policy.
• Identify how social problems affect diverse populations.

In this midpoint webinar, we review what you have learned in Units 1 through 4 and answer any questions you may have thus far. We will also look ahead
to Units 5 and 6, as well as review your Unit 6 assignment, Policy Analysis.

In this unit, you are required either to attend the Midpoint Webinar when it is offered live or view and listen to the recording once it has been posted in the
courseroom. Your instructor uses Adobe Connect, a technology tool, to present each webinar. For your convenience, the PowerPoint presentation your
instructor will use for this webinar is Midpoint Webinar [PPT].

See the Unit 1 study, Introductory Webinar and Using Adobe Connect, and Using Adobe Connect, for information on setting up Adobe Connect.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in this activity, please contact Disability Services
to request accommodations.

Continue working on your Unit 6 assignment, Policy Analysis.

Read the assignment instructions and related scoring guide now to ensure you fully understand the requirements of this part of your project

Reference the Social Policy Research Tutorial for guidance on how to conduct your research.

During the Civil War, American women became active in public life. Explain the role of women during this era. How was women's involvement during this
time a precursor to the development of the social work profession? Describe the factors that led to the development of the social work profession. Include
in your analysis how the two historical traditions of the settlement house movement and the charity organizations influenced the structure of the social
work profession.

How did the fledgling profession reflect the values of the times? Have these values changed over the years? How so?

Response Guidelines
Respond to one peer. Share what you learned from your peer's post.

Course Resources

u05d1 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Describe the roles that different groups historically have played within social justice movements.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 6  The Depression and the New Deal: 1930–1940

u06s1 - Studies

Describe how social welfare agencies discriminated against African Americans and how these same systems may still oppress them. Use your personal
and work experience as well as course readings to respond to this question. You may also need to do some outside research.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers and respectfully challenge or support their findings. Comment on findings that differ from your own.

Course Resources

u05d2 - Learning Components

• Describe how policies affect diverse populations.
• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Describe the various forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination (for example, race, religion, disabilities, gender orientation, or

socioeconomic status).

Introduction

In this unit, we cover the Great Depression and the New Deal period, from 1930 to 1940. During this decade, the United States national government's
response to need significantly shifted, as it became clear, due to the Great Depression and the collapse of the country's economic infrastructure, that
poverty and deprivation were not individual and familial shortcomings and failures. President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal policies and programs,
intended to be short-term responses to need, became the foundation of the United States social welfare policies and programs framework. The Social
Security Act (SSA) of 1935 began federal support for a number of social insurance and public assistance programs that exist today.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 6, "The Depression and the New Deal: 1930–1940," pages 164–197.

From the Capella library:

• Read Barrow's 2007 article, "Forrester Blanchard Washington and His Advocacy for African Americans in the New Deal," from Social Work, volume
52, issue 3, pages 156–204.

From the Internet:

• Visit the Social Security website to read the article, "Historical Background and Development of Social Security," which describes economic
security from the Ancient Greeks, English poor laws, and colonial America, up to the Obama administration.

Optional
• You may wish to peruse History.com's "New Deal" website, featuring the Great Depression, FDR's New Deal, and the Tennessee Valley Authority.

u06s1 - Learning Components

• Apply critical thinking skills in interpreting social welfare policies.
• Explain the historical development of governmental response to social justice issues.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u06a1 - Policy Analysis

Assignment Overview
This assignment builds on the previous components of this research project, where you identified a social problem and selected a federal policy that
affects it.

Once social workers have located a policy that addresses a social problem, the next step is to analyze the policy's development and potential impacts. In
other words, does the policy resolve or mitigate the issue? Looking at China’s one-child policy, you would want to know whether it is indeed reducing
fertility rates. Next, you would want to know if the policy has any unintended consequences that need to also need to be addressed. For example, China’s
one-child policy has led to significant labor shortages in the country.

By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following EPAs and practice behaviors:

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.A: Identify social policy at the local, state, and federal level that impacts well-being, service delivery, and access to social service.

◾ Related Assignment Criterion:
◾ 1. Analyze the development of the chosen policy.

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.B: Assess how social welfare and economic policies impact the delivery of and access to social services.

◾ Related Assignment Criteria:
◾ 2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the policy with respect to the target population.
◾ 3. Evaluate the feasibility of the policy.

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.C: Apply critical thinking to analyze, formulate, and advocate for policies that advance human rights and social, economic, and

environmental justice.
◾ Related Assignment Criterion:

◾ 4. Identify the policy constraints that inhibit the policy from fully addressing the problem for the chosen population.

Assignment Description
In this assignment, you will analyze the federal policy you chose to address your social justice issue, including providing background of the development
of the policy and evaluating its effectiveness and feasibility. Remember that the feasibility of a policy relates not only to its economic feasibility, but also to
its political and social impact. You will also identify the policy constraints that inhibit the policy from most effectively reaching your targeted population.

Continue to consult Congress.gov, the Government Accountability Office, public policy analysis research and reports, and other peer-reviewed research
to support your analysis. Also, use your Social Work Speaks Policy textbook and the "NASW Code of Ethics" website to guide your analysis.

Assignment Instructions
For this assignment:

1. Analyze the development of your chosen federal policy.
◦ Analyze the historical background that led to the development of the policy.
◦ Define the goals of the policy and how these goals are intended to be met, including services and programs intended to achieve the goals.

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the policy with respect to the target population.
◦ Consider how well the policy has met the needs of your target population and to what extent it improves the social justice problem you

initially researched. Does the policy seem to ignore, impede, or strengthen the social functioning of the target population?
◦ To what extent does the policy meet or improve the social values of the target population?
◦ To what extent does the policy adhere to best practice ethics and best practice standards?
◦ If the outcome of your analysis is that best practice ethics and standards are not being adhered to, include that information in your analysis

as well.

3. Evaluate the feasibility of the policy.
◦ Is the policy politically, economically, and administratively feasible? Provide details and rationale.

4. Identify the policy constraints that inhibit the policy from fully addressing the problem for the chosen population. Have other constraints arisen since
the passage of the policy that have made conditions worse or better for the chosen population?

Guidelines
• Support your claims and recommendation with clear rationale and support from scholarly, peer-reviewed literature.
• Refer to the scoring guide that will be used to grade your work, before completing this assignment.



u06d1 - The Depression and the New Deal

• Reference feedback you received from the previous assignment to improve the quality of your submission. Further feedback from this project
component will help you improve your work for the final Federal Policy Analysis and Recommendations course project.

Example assignment: You may use the assignment example, linked in the Resources, to give you an idea of what a Proficient or higher rating on the
scoring guide would look like.

Additional Requirements
The assignment you submit is expected to meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to current APA style and formatting standards.
• Cited resources: Minimum of eight scholarly sources. All literature cited should be current, with publication dates within the past five years.
• Length of paper: Six to eight double-spaced, typed pages.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.
• Due date: Assignment must be submitted to your instructor in the courseroom no later than 11:59 p.m. on Sunday of this week.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

Choose one effect from this week's readings that the Great Depression had on men of color and women. Discuss one way that the New Deal or The
Social Security Act positively affected these groups. How did the Social Security Act lead to a two-class system? Is this benefit still in place today? Why
or why not?

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers, sharing your causes, effects, and outcomes. Challenge or support the views of your peers respectfully.

Course Resources

Writing Feedback Tool

NASW Code of Ethics

Finding Scholarly Articles

Library Research and Information Skills: What Is Scholarly?

Introduction to the Capella Library

APA Style and Format

Capella University Library

United States Congress

Unit 6 Assignment Example [PDF]
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Unit 7  War and Prosperity: 1940–1968

u07s1 - Studies

u07s2 - Project Preparation

u07d1 - Public Welfare Programs

u06d1 - Learning Components

• Describe how policies affect diverse populations.
• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Explain the historical development of social problems.

Introduction

During the war and prosperity period from 1940 to 1968, the United States returned to an age of affluence. In the 1950s and 1960s, national attention
increased on the needs and civil rights of the poor, aged, African Americans, and other marginalized groups.

On June 22, 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed into law the Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944. Commonly known as the "G.I. Bill of
Rights," this bill expanded the federal benefits provided to veterans after World War II.

During the 1960s, societal objection to public assistance programs increased, as the elderly and widowed were transferred from the public assistance
caseloads to social insurance programs implemented under the SSA, and public assistance caseloads became dominated by divorced and single
mothers and unemployed men.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 7, "War and Prosperity: 1940–1968," pages 205–250.

u07s1 - Learning Components

• Explain the historical development of governmental response to social justice issues.

Begin looking ahead to creating your final course project, which will involve all of the analysis you have done in prior assignments. The Federal Policy
Analysis and Recommendations assignment due in Unit 10 is the final compilation of your project for this course. Your work on this project will not only
enable you to demonstrate your mastery of the course competencies, but will also provide you with an initial experience with policy analysis at the federal
level.

The purpose of the final assignment is to analyze the extent to which a specific federal policy can meet the needs of a targeted population related to the
social justice problem you identified and explored. To do this, you will compile all parts of the course project and provide conclusions and
recommendations for the policy you analyzed.

Take the time now to review the Unit 10 assignment and related scoring guide to ensure you understand the requirements.

Reference the Social Policy Research Tutorial for guidance on how to conduct your research.



u07d2 - Economic Opportunity Act and the War on Poverty

Unit 8  Conservatism and Social Change: 1968–1992

In 1933, Harry Hopkins, one of FDR's top advisors, argued that public welfare should not be a haven for professional social work practice. In the 1960s,
the Public Welfare Association asserted that having social workers in public welfare programs would not only improve the life of poor families, but also
reduce the number of welfare recipients.

• Why did the NASW support the separation of social services from cash assistance in the 1970s?
• Has this separation helped or hindered the social welfare profession? The poor? Why or why not?

Response Guidelines
Respond and comment to at least two of your peers. Comment on whether you agree with their analysis and why, supporting your arguments with
scholarly readings.

Course Resources

u07d1 - Learning Components

• Apply NASW Code of Ethics and best practice standards.
• Compare approaches to policy implementation and delivery of services.

Explain how the Economic Opportunity Act and the War on Poverty caused a shift in social work's views on social welfare and the profession itself.
Support your explanation with scholarly readings.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers sharing your explanation. Comment whether you agree with their explanation and why, supporting your arguments
with scholarly readings.

Course Resources

u07d2 - Learning Components

• Compare approaches to social justice advocacy.
• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Explain the historical development of governmental response to social justice issues.

Introduction

This unit covers conservatism and social change from 1968 to 1992. During this time, the economy grew slowly due to a gradual shift from manufacturing
to information technology and services, which led to greater demands for social services and public assistance benefits. This coincided with an increased
demand by some citizens for a smaller federal government and the elimination of social welfare programs. Opponents of social welfare spending argued
that programs hindered competition and weakened the family structure.

Although Presidents Nixon and Carter proposed welfare reform based on a negative income tax, neither policy had adequate support in Congress. In the
1980s and early 1990s, President Reagan eliminated many programs and shifted much of the responsibility and funding for the remaining programs to
state and local governments. Both Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush effectively prevented growth of any one program by shifting the
funding for multiple social welfare programs to a single block grant.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide
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u08s1 - Studies

u08s2 - Project Preparation

u08d1 - The "Worthy" and "Unworthy" Poor

u08d2 - The Progression and Regression of Civil Rights

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 8, "Conservative Resurgence and Social Change," pages 251-284.

From the Social Work Speaks text:

• Read "Civil Liberties and Social Justice," pages 45–50.
• Read "Social Services," pages 298–301.

u08s1 - Learning Components

• Identify social, political, economic, and other factors that influence policy development.
• Identify social, political, economic, and other factors that constrain the effectiveness of policies.

Continue to work on your final course project assignment, Federal Policy Analysis and Recommendations, due at the end of Unit 10. To do this, you will
compile all parts of the course project assignments from Units 2, 4, and 6 and provide conclusions and recommendations for the policy you analyzed.

Reference the Social Policy Research Tutorial for guidance on how to conduct your research.

The recurrent push under President Reagan for distinguishing between the worthy and the unworthy and for the voluntary and private sector to take on
more responsibility for social welfare seems to reflect a turn back to the 1800s and the Charity Organization Societies.

Do you agree or disagree with this ideology? What similarities and differences do you see between the Reagan era policies and the Charity Organization
Societies? Do you agree or disagree with their claims of worthiness, based on NASW's Policy Statement on Economic Justice? Explain why.

Response Guidelines
Respond to two at least two of your peers by commenting on their analysis.

Course Resources

u08d1 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Identify social, political, economic, and other factors that influence policy development.

The 1960s marked a period of civil rights that were expanded in the 1970s. However, in the late 1980s, these efforts seemed to take a different direction,
with a more conservative Supreme Court.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



Unit 9  Social Welfare in Contemporary Society: 1992 to Present

u09s1 - Studies

Given the current composition of the Supreme Court:

• Do you think civil rights continue to be reversed or expanded for certain groups? Support your claim with evidence from the scholarly or research
literature.

• Which groups may benefit from the current Supreme Court, and which groups may suffer? You may have to review current events to answer this
part of the question.

• Identify two different groups whose civil rights are suffering current infringement but may not be receiving public attention.
• How does the NASW Policy Statement on Civil Liberties and Social Justice address these discrimination and equity issues?

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers and comment on any similarities or differences of analysis you may have.

Course Resources

u08d2 - Learning Components

• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Apply NASW Code of Ethics and best practice standards.
• Interpret how judicial decisions affect civil rights and social justice policy implementation.

Introduction

In this unit, we cover the years between 1992 and 2018. This period in United States history is marked by numerous social, political, and economic
upheavals that included two recessions. Indeed, the impact of the most recent recession has been compared in scale to the Great Depression. During
this period, social welfare policy was dominated by the elimination of the entitlement to cash assistance through the Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC) program under President Clinton's administration, and by the passage of national health care reform in 2010 during President Obama's
administration. In this unit, we also have a webinar to review what you learned this quarter.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Welfare: A History of American Response to Need text:

• Read Chapter 9, "Social Welfare and the Information Society," pages 284–328.

From the Social Work Speaks text:

• Read "Welfare Reform," pages 337–340.

Multimedia
View an interactive presentation that ties into your first discussion activity for this unit:

• Health Care Reform.

Review this media piece in preparation for your Unit 10 final assignment:

• Preparing Your Policy Analysis.

View the following media pieces, which will help you with your final project:

• Policy Formulation Process.
• The Policy Process.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u09s2 - Final Webinar

u09s3 - Project Preparation

u09d1 - Health Disparities and Social Policy

u09s1 - Learning Components

• Explain the historical development of governmental response to social justice issues.
• Identify the factors that determine feasibility of social policies.
• Describe the processes and stages of policy development, adoption, implementation, evaluation, and change.

In this final webinar, we summarize Units 5 through 9 and take a look ahead at Unit 10 and your final course project, Federal Policy Analysis and
Recommendations.

In this unit, you are required either to attend the Final Webinar when it is offered live or view and listen to the recording once it has been posted in the
courseroom. Your instructor uses Adobe Connect, a technology tool, to present each webinar. For your convenience, the PowerPoint presentation your
instructor will use for this webinar is Final Webinar [PPT].

If you are unable to participate in a synchronous webinar, look for a link to the recording of the webinar in the Updates and Handouts section of the unit,
which your instructor will post.

See the Unit 1 study, Introductory Webinar and Using Adobe Connect, and Using Adobe Connect, for information on setting up Adobe Connect.

Note: If you require the use of assistive technology or alternative communication methods to participate in this activity, please contact Disability Services
to request accommodations.

Course Resources

Continue to work on your final course project assignment, Federal Policy Analysis and Recommendations, due at the end of Unit 10. To do this, you will
compile all parts of the course project assignments from Units 2, 4, and 6, and then expand on your work by providing recommendations for the policy
you analyzed.

Read the assignment instructions and related scoring guide now to ensure you fully understand the requirements of this part of your project.

Reference the Social Policy Research Tutorial for guidance on how to conduct your research.

Overall, the United States has lagged behind other developed countries in providing accessible health care to its citizens. Explain why the United States
is behind in this arena and how this lack of health care affects persons of color.

Be sure you have watched the Health Care Reform media piece before responding to this discussion.

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers and explain whether you believe the Affordable Care Act ("Obamacare") benefits people of color. Also, comment
on whether you agree or disagree with the conclusions of your peers.

Using Adobe Connect

Disability Services

Final Webinar [PPT]



u09d2 - PRWORA

Unit 10  Social Policy Analysis and Advocacy as Social Work Practice

u10s1 - Studies

Course Resources

u09d1 - Learning Components

• Describe how policies affect diverse populations.
• Communicate professionally in writing.
• Explain the historical development of social problems.

Conduct an Internet search on Google Scholar and find two articles on the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA).

Share a brief, one-paragraph summary of each article. How have these articles expanded your understanding of this act? Describe three implications of
the passage of PRWORA. Specifically, how did this welfare reform affect other segments of society?

Response Guidelines
Respond to at least two of your peers and comment whether you agree or disagree with their findings.

Course Resources

u09d2 - Learning Components

• Describe how policies affect diverse populations.
• Communicate professionally in writing.

Introduction

In this unit, you gain further knowledge and skills to influence social policy outcomes and social change through policy analysis and social action. Due to
technological and social media advances, influencing social policy has become easier, as long as you have computer literacy and an interest in getting
involved. In this unit, we also have a webinar to review what you learned this quarter.

Learning Activities

Readings
From the Social Work Speaks text:

• Read "Technology and Social Work," pages 318–322.

Videos
View the following videos:

• Forrester Blanchard Washington and His Advocacy for African Americans in the New Deal.
• Social Work Advocacy in the Post-TANF Environment: Lessons From Early TANF Research Studies.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide

Health Care Reform | Transcript

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide



u10a1 - Federal Policy Analysis and Recommendations

Multimedia
View the following media piece:

• Advocacy Competency Domains.
• Preparing Your Policy Analysis.

u10s1 - Learning Components

• Describe how policies affect diverse populations.
• Compare approaches to social justice advocacy.

Assignment Overview
So far in the project, you have explored a social problem, selected a relevant federal policy, and analyzed the policy's development and potential
impacts. These assignments have not only enabled you to demonstrate mastery of the course competencies, but have provided you with an initial
experience with federal policy analysis, a valuable professional practice for your work as a social worker.

By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate your proficiency in the following EPAs and practice behaviors:

• Competency 2: Engage Diversity and Difference in Practice
◦ C2.GP.A Apply and communicate understanding of the importance of diversity and difference in shaping life experiences into practice at the

micro, mezzo, and macro levels.
◾ Related Assignment Criteria:

◾ 1. Analyze the social justice issue and its connection to the chosen population, including addressing cultural values, privilege, and
power in your analysis.

◾ 2. Analyze the federal policy and its connection to the social justice problem and the targeted population.

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.B: Assess how social welfare and economic policies impact the delivery of and access to social services.

◾ Related Assignment Criteria:
◾ 4. Evaluate the effectiveness of the policy, including addressing issues with policy design, implementation practices, and external

constraints that inhibit effectiveness.
◾ 6. Draw conclusions about the continuing effectiveness of the policy.

• Competency 5: Engage in Policy Practice
◦ C5.GP.C: Apply critical thinking to analyze, formulate, and advocate for policies that advance human rights and social, economic, and

environmental justice.
◾ Related Assignment Criteria:

◾ 3. Analyze the historical issues and context leading up to and including the development of the policy.
◾ 5. Evaluate the feasibility of the policy from political, economic, and administrative perspectives.
◾ 7. Provide recommendations to improve the policy or to replace it with alternative solutions, including a plan for advocacy and

implementation.

Assignment Description
This assignment is the final component of your course project. Part of this assignment is a compilation of all previous assignments, revised according to
your instructor's feedback. All the course assignments will be combined to create a policy analysis report. The purpose of this assignment is to analyze
the extent to which your chosen federal policy addresses the social justice issue concerning your chosen population and to make recommendations.

Assignment Instructions
As noted above, use the revised work you have done in your Policy Selection and Background (Unit 4) and Policy Analysis (Unit 6) assignments
to develop a complete analysis. Additionally, this final submission includes recommendations you would make regarding future changes to the policy to
improve its effectiveness in address the social justice issue for the chosen population.

For your final version, include:



Introduction

Body of Paper

Address the following, based on revising the assignments you submitted previously:

• Analyze the social justice issue and its connection to the chosen population, addressing cultural values, privilege, and power in your analysis.
• Analyze the federal policy and its connection to the social justice problem and the targeted population.
• Analyze the historical issues and context leading up to, and including, the development of the policy.
• Evaluate the effectiveness of the policy, including addressing issues with policy design, implementation practices, and external constraints that

inhibit effectiveness.
• Evaluate the feasibility of the policy from political, economic, and administrative perspectives.

Conclusion

1. Provide a brief summary of the current state of the policy's implementation in regards to the chosen social justice issue and target population.
2. Draw conclusions based on your analysis about the continuing effectiveness of the policy. What have been the policy's strengths and weaknesses,

and how might these look going forward? Cite specific examples to support your analysis.

Recommendations

1. Provide recommendations to improve the policy or to replace it with alternative solutions, including a plan for how you will advocate for these
changes. Should the policy be replaced, modified, or extended upon?

◦ Justify your recommendations for new policies or revisions with a detailed rationale.
◦ Describe how the new or revised policy for the chosen population will be implemented into policy planning and action.

Guidelines
Before completing this assignment, make sure you also refer to the scoring guide that will be used to grade your work.

Example assignment: You may use the assignment example, linked in the Resources, to give you an idea of what a Proficient or higher rating on the
scoring guide would look like.

Additional Requirements
The assignment you submit is expected to meet the following requirements:

• Written communication: Written communication is free of errors that detract from the overall message.
• APA formatting: Resources and citations are formatted according to current APA style and formatting standards.
• Parts of the paper: Include a title page, table of contents, body of paper, references, and running headers.
• Cited resources: Minimum of eight scholarly sources. All literature cited should be current, with publication dates within the past five years.
• Length of paper: 12–16 double-spaced, typed pages.
• Font and font size: Times New Roman, 12 point.
• Due date: Assignment must be submitted to your instructor in the courseroom no later than 11:59 p.m. on Sunday of this week.

Note: Your instructor may also use the Writing Feedback Tool to provide feedback on your writing. In the tool, click the linked resources for helpful writing
information.

Course Resources

Writing Feedback Tool

Capella University Library

Finding Scholarly Articles

Library Research and Information Skills: What Is Scholarly?

Introduction to the Capella Library

APA Style and Format

Unit 10 Assignment Example [PDF]



u10d1 - Population Social Advocacy Needs

Describe the social advocacy needs of the population you chose for your final course project.

Describe two advocacy actions you can personally and professional take that could potentially improve the lives of this population.

Response Guidelines
Provide your insights to a peer about how they can advocate for their chosen population.

Course Resources

u10d1 - Learning Components

• Compare approaches to social justice advocacy.
• Communicate professionally in writing.

Graduate Discussion Participation Scoring Guide




