
 

Art 105: Introduction to the History of Art  

  

 
 

Fall  

Course Credit Hours: 3 

Course Format: Lecture and Activities 

Course Modality: Online 

 

Course Description: 

In this course, we will study the history of Western art, beginning with the Paleolithic Period (30,000 – 

10,000 BCE) and ending with the High Gothic Period in the fourteenth century. The information presented 

in this course will provide you with the tools to recognize important works of art and historical styles. This 

class is an introduction to works of art as embodiments of cultural, social, and political values. We will 

approach a selected number of paintings, sculptures, buildings, and other objects from a variety of 

perspectives. The course will address various historical periods, artists, creative practices, and themes 

through the study of art objects that exhibit significant means of expression in visual form.  This course 

fulfills the LAC ART designation. 

 

Course Textbooks and Resources: 

Fred S. Kleiner, Gardner’s Art through the Ages: A Global History, Volume 1, 16th ed. (or any recent edition) 

ISBN 9781337696593 

 

Technology Support Resources: 

Please refer to the Information Technology Support Center website and the IT HelpDesk for Cedar Crest 

College computer, software, and other technology resources available to students. The IT Support Center 

resources are available at the following website: 

https://cedarcrest.teamdynamix.com/TDClient/Home/. 

The IT HelpDesk is located at the Bridge of the Student Success Center on the main floor of Cressman 

Library (610-606-4635 and helpdesk@cedarcrest.edu). 

 

https://cedarcrest.teamdynamix.com/TDClient/Home/
mailto:helpdesk@cedarcrest.edu


 

Course Student Learning Outcomes and Assessments: 

Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate and understanding of the development of art in the Western world, from 

Prehistory through the end of the Gothic period.  

2. Understand the relationship between various cultures over time and identify how historical 

events, political and religious leaders, technological advancements, and migration patterns 

helped to shape the production of artwork.  

3. Discuss the different techniques and materials used in Western art from Prehistoric times 

through the fourteenth century.  

4. Analyze works of art both formally and contextually using art historical terminology. 

5. Identify specific monuments and be able to provide basic identifying information: title, date, 

location, artists, patrons, and art-historical period (i.e., Prehistoric, Egyptian, Greek, Gothic) 

 

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes: 

All of the learning outcomes listed above will be assessed through tests, writing assignments, final project, 

and class participation exercises that are designed for that purpose.  

 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the development of art in the Western world, from 

Prehistory through the end of the Gothic period. - Papers, tests, final project, participation.  

2. Understand the relationship between various cultures over time and identify how historical 

events, political and religious leaders, technological advancements, and migration patterns 

helped to shape the production of artwork.  - Papers, tests, final project, participation. 

3. Discuss the different techniques and materials used in Western art from Prehistoric times 

through the fourteenth century.  - Papers, tests, participation.  

4. Analyze works of art both formally and contextually using art historical terminology.  - Papers, 

tests, final project, participation. 

5. Identify key characteristics of each art-historical period. - Papers, tests, final project, 

participation. 

 

Course Assignment Descriptions: 

 

Readings: All readings can be found in the assigned textbook as outlined in the Course Schedule. 

All readings should be completed prior to listening to lectures. 

 

Lectures: All lectures are provided in PowerPoint files in the weekly module. After downloading 

and opening the file, there will be small audio buttons on the slide. Please hover over the icon and 

press play to listen to the instructor discuss information about that particular slide. Alternately, 

there will be videos uploaded to a ShareDrive that you can listen to that provide the lecture audio 

and advance the slides by playing the video. 

 

Weekly Quizzes: Each week, there will be short multiple choice quizzes (ranging from 5-15 

questions) that will test students’ retention of key terms and points from the reading and lecture. 

Each question is valued at 1pt, for a total of 140 points for the semester. The quizzes should be 

completed by Sunday at midnight. 

 

 

 



 

Weekly Discussion: Each week, there will be a discussion about the style we are studying that 

particular week. Your initial discussion post (your response to the initial question) is due on 

Thursday at midnight, and your two responses to classmates are due on Sunday at midnight. Your 

discussion board activity is valued at 20 points, for a total of 280 points for the semester. The 

point breakdown is as follows: initial discussion post (9 pts), comments (7 pts), timeliness (2 pts), 

and writing (2 pts). Timeliness is based on when the initial post is submitted (2 pts for Thursday or 

earlier submission, 1 pt for Friday submission, 0 pts for Saturday or Sunday submission). The late 

assignment policy does not pertain to the weekly discussion board, as this takes away from all 

students’ learning. Discussion board initial posts and comments must be completed for that 

particular week; failure to complete them will result in 0 points awarded. 

 

Compare and Contrast Exams: Three larger tests will be given that compare and contrast key 

works of art. Students will have a week to provide a comprehensive, robust response for these 

compare and contrast exams. 

 Compare and Contrast Exam 1 

o Covers Paleolithic, Neolithic, Mesopotamian, Persian, and Egyptian art and 

architecture 

 Compare and Contrast Exam 2 

o Covers Aegean, Greek, Etruscan, and Roman art and architecture 

 Compare and Contrast Exam 3 

o Covers Late Antiquity, Early Medieval, Byzantine, Romanesque, and Gothic art and 

architecture 

 

Formal Analysis Paper 

 Choose a work of art (paintings, ceramics, sculptures, monuments, buildings, or other 

decorative art pieces) created between the dawn of time and 1450 and perform a 

formal analysis on it. 

 The 2-3 page paper should be in Times New Roman 12 pt font, double-spaced, with 1” 

margins on all sides. The final paper should include footnotes or endnotes (not in-text 

citations) and follow MLA or Chicago citation methods. 

 The student’s paper will be assessed based on how well the student describes the object 

(70 pts), if they include accompanying images and cite them following MLA or Chicago 

style (20 pts), and how well they communicate their ideas through writing (10 pts) – 100 

points total. 

 

Final Paper  

 Using the formal analysis on a work of art as a starting point, the student should build a 

paper that discusses the socio-cultural historical context for their chosen art piece. Students 

should research the artist (if known), the time period in which it was created, and how the 

piece was created to craft the context. In sum, the paper should move well beyond 

answering the who, what, when, and where and engage the questions of how and why the 

art piece came to exist and how and why it was used. 

 The 6-8 page paper should be in Times New Roman 12 pt font, double-spaced, with 1” 

margins on all sides. The final paper should include footnotes or endnotes (not in-text 

citations) and follow MLA or Chicago citation methods. 



 

 The student’s final paper will be assessed based on how well the student describes the 

object (60 pts), how well the student connects the socio-cultural historical context to the 

object (100 pts), if they include accompanying images and cite them following MLA or 

Chicago style (20 pts), and how well they communicate their ideas through writing (20 pts) 

– 200 points total. 

 

 

Attendance and Late Submissions: 

Attendance in an online course means active participation in the course. This means that all assignments 

should be completed on time (unless prior arrangements with the instructor have been made). Assignments 

that are submitted late will be have a 10% late penalty off of the point value for the assignment (i.e. for 

a 100 point assignment, there will be a 10 point reduction off of the final grade). Assignments can be 

submitted up to a week late; after that, the student forfeits the points. *Please note that the late policy does 

not pertain to the discussion board, which must be completed every week and cannot be submitted late.* 

 

Course Grading Policy: 

Course Assessments: 

140 points: Weekly Quizzes 

280 points: Discussion Posts 

100 points: Formal Analysis Paper 

280 points: Compare and Contrast Exams 

200 points: Final Paper    

1000 TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE TO EARN 

 

 

 

 

 

Numerical/ Letter Grade Breakdown:  

A  94 and up 

A- 91-93  

B+ 88-90 

B 84-87 

B- 81-83 

C+ 78-80 

C 74-77 

C- 71-73 

D+ 68-70 

D 61-67 

F anything under 60 

 

Tutoring and Academic Support Resources: 

The Student Success Center, located on the main floor of Cressman Library, offers writing and tutoring 

resources to all Cedar Crest students with the goals of assisting students in achieving academic success and 

becoming effective, independent learners.  Smarthinking, on-line tutoring service, is also available to all 

Cedar Crest students. For information about all available tutoring services and scheduling information, 

please refer to the Tutoring and Support Resources page on MyCedarCrest, located under the “Academic 

Services” page in the “Current Students” Section: 

my.cedarcrest.edu/ICS/Current_Students/Academic_Services/Tutoring__Support_Resources.jnz. 

 

The Student Success Center may also be contacted at 610-606-4628 or advising@cedarcrest.edu. 

  

Cedar Crest College Honor Philosophy: 

The Cedar Crest College Honor Philosophy states that students shall uphold community standards for 

academic and social behavior to preserve a learning environment dedicated to personal and academic 

excellence. It is based upon the principle that, as a self-governing body, students have the ability to create 

an atmosphere of trust and support.  Within this environment, individuals are empowered to make their 

own decisions, develop personal regard for the system under which they live, and achieve a sense of 

integrity and judgment that will guide them through life. 

https://my.cedarcrest.edu/ICS/Current_Students/Academic_Services/Tutoring__Support_Resources.jnz


 

Cedar Crest College Diversity Statement: 

Founded under the mission to expand women’s access to higher-education, Cedar Crest College values 

difference in a diverse, inclusive, and equitable learning environment. The College is committed to 

educational excellence, leadership, and civic engagement in a pluralistic society. We thus embrace an 

inclusive community that brings together students, faculty, and staff of different racial and multi-racial, 

ethnic and multi-ethnic, gender and sexually diverse, religious and nonreligious, economic, and national 

identities and ages. Our educational mission includes students who have been historically underrepresented 

in higher education, such as students of color, first-generation college students, international students, 

students of varying ability or disability, and other identities. 

 

Classroom Protocol: 

Cedar Crest College maintains a classroom and learning environment dedicated to scholarly, artistic, and 

professional inquiry. The College’s community of learning is founded upon the intellectual freedom of 

students and faculty in pursuit of knowledge and understanding. Such an environment depends upon the 

insights of the liberal-arts disciplines, as well as a respect for the global diversity of viewpoints and 

cultural backgrounds. 

 

The college expects students to conduct themselves in a manner that best realizes their own and other 

students’ education, as consistent with the Cedar Crest College Honor Code. Appropriate classroom 

behavior includes, but is not limited to, the expectations for students: to attend and be prepared for all 

classes, to arrive and leave on time, to treat the faculty members and other students with respect, to 

refrain from any activities within the classroom that do not directly pertain to the business of the class, to 

use language that is respectful and non-abusive, and to otherwise refrain from any behavior that disrupts 

or jeopardizes the learning environment as determined by the instructor and departmental guidelines, as 

appropriate to the educational goals of the learning environment. 

 

Academic Integrity: 

Academic integrity and ethical behavior provide the foundations of the Cedar Crest scholarly community 

and the basis for our learning environment. Cedar Crest College expects students to set a high standard 

for themselves to be personally and intellectually honest and to ensure that other students do the same. This 

standard applies to all academic work (oral, written or visual) completed as part of a Cedar Crest 

education. 

Cedar Crest College reserves the right to define, in its sole discretion, what constitutes academic 

misconduct. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, 

falsification, sabotage, and impersonation. This list is not exhaustive, and other acts in violation of the 

Cedar Crest Honor Code or academic standards of integrity may be deemed academic misconduct by an 

instructor or by the college. 

Students who violate these standards are subject to sanctions imposed by the course instructor, department 

chair, the Provost’s office, or the Board of Trustees.  

When an instructor determines that a student has engaged in academic misconduct, the instructor is 

obligated to report the incident to the Provost’s office. Reports are recorded in the Provost’s office, which 

will notify the student of their receipt and the College’s policies regarding academic misconduct. For more 

information, please refer to the Student Handbook, Section IV: Community Standards for Academic 

Conduct. 



 

VeriCite Citation Verification/Plagiarism Detection: 

Cedar Crest College uses a citation verification service (VeriCite, www.vericite.com) to help teach proper 

citation techniques and to ensure the integrity of written academic work. By enrolling in this course, students 

agree to the submission of their written assignments to such a citation verification service, the use of which is 

subject to the Terms of Use posted on the provider’s website. Written work submitted to a citation 

verification service will become part of its database for the purposes of future citation verification. 

 

Class Cancellation Policy: 

For notification of the College closing, for inclement weather or other emergencies, refer to Cedar Crest’s 

e2Campus system, the Inclement Weather Hotline at 610-606-4629, or the College’s MyCedarCrest 

website for notification. 

 

Resources for Students with Disabilities: 

Cedar Crest College is committed to ensuring students with disabilities are welcomed as a part of our 

diverse community and that they have equal access to participate in all programs and services offered by 

the College, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the National 

Rehabilitation Act. If you have a disability and require accommodations to access any portion of the 

design, instruction, or experiences that comprise this course or any other campus activity, please contact 

Disability Resources (610-606-4628; advising@cedarcrest.edu; Student Success Center in Cressman 

Library) to set up an appointment to discuss your need for accommodations.  Please note that 

accommodations are not retroactive and may require advance notice to implement. Please refer to the 

Disability Resources page on MyCedarCrest for more information 

(https://www.cedarcrest.edu/ada_file.shtm).  

 

Accommodations will not be provided unless the instructor receives an official Cedar Crest College 

Accommodations Letter. If you are already receiving accommodations, please remember to have a 

confidential conversation (in person, via email, or phone call) with your instructor to discuss the approved 

accommodations you intend to use for this course and how they may be implemented. 

 

Audio Recording: 

Students with disabilities may be approved to audio record lectures in this course in order to be provided 

meaningful access to the lecture material and to the educational experience. Students who are approved 

for this accommodation may only use this material for personal academic use and may not share the 

recording with anyone else. Dissemination of class recordings is only permitted with the speaker’s explicit 

written consent. Note: audio recording may be prohibited, at the instructor’s sole discretion, during portions 

of the lecture or discussion that may involve personal, self-disclosure by other students.  Please see your 

instructor if you have any questions or concerns about this policy. 

 

Attendance & COVID-19: 

Any student experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, with a suspected or positive diagnosis of COVID-19, or 

with known exposure to COVID-19 is not permitted to attend class in person. Students who are absent for 

such reasons may choose to participate as their health permits in synchronous online class meetings.   Class 

absences due to COVID-19 symptoms, diagnosis, or exposure will be not be penalized. Students should 

contact their instructor if they have questions regarding how to access required academic material (such as 

lectures) and complete assignments during such absences. 

http://www.vericite.com/
mailto:advising@cedarcrest.edu
https://www.cedarcrest.edu/ada_file.shtm


 

Absence notifications from the Dean of Students are not required for these absences. Students should refer 

to the Communicable Disease Policy for guidance regarding when they may return to class after a COVID-

19-related absence. 

 

COVID-19 Symptoms, Exposure, or Diagnosis: 

Students are required to monitor their symptoms daily through Healthy Roster. Traditional students who are 

experiencing symptoms or believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19 should call Student Health 

Services for guidance. SAGE students should contact their medical provider for guidance. Any student with 

a positive diagnosis of COVID-19 or with known exposure to COVID-19 must report that fact to Health 

Services (610-606-4640 or 610-437-4471, ext. 4640; https://www.cedarcrest.edu/healthservices/). 

 

Face Coverings: 

Face coverings must be worn by all students on campus when in the presence of others and in public 

settings where other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain, such as common and shared 

spaces, classrooms, meeting rooms, hallways or bathrooms. Face coverings must cover the nose and mouth, 

be secured to the head, and may include either fabric masks or plastic face shields. Students are expected 

to have a clean face covering each day. The College will strictly enforce the wearing of face coverings . 

Students without a face covering are not permitted to attend in-person class meetings and will be asked to 

leave by the instructor. 

In addition, students must abide by all health and safety practices described in the College’s Health & 

Safety Plan for Resuming In-Person Instruction. Failure to follow requirements for reporting COVID-19 

diagnosis or exposure, for face-covering use, or for other practices outlined in the Health and Safety plan 

will be addressed through the College’s Community Standards of Social Conduct process. 

 

 

https://www.cedarcrest.edu/healthservices/pdf/CommunicableDiseasePolicyforStudents.pdf
https://www.cedarcrest.edu/healthservices/
https://www.cedarcrest.edu/healthservices/pdf/ccc_healthandsafetyplan_062620.pdf
https://www.cedarcrest.edu/healthservices/pdf/ccc_healthandsafetyplan_062620.pdf


 

Course Schedule 
All initial discussion posts are due Thursday at midnight, and all remaining assignments are due Sunday at 
midnight.  
 
Paleolithic/Neolithic  
Reading: Art in the Stone Age 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
Mesopotamian and Persian  
Reading: Ancient Mesopotamia and Persia 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
Ancient Egyptian: Old and Middle Kingdoms  
Reading: Egypt from Narmer to Cleopatra 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
Ancient Egyptian: New Kingdom and Amarna Period  
Reading: Egypt from Narmer to Cleopatra 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
Compare and Contrast 1 
 
Aegean  
Reading: The Prehistoric Aegean 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
Formal Analysis 
 
Greek I  
Reading: Ancient Greece 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
Greek II  
Reading: Ancient Greece 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
Etruscan and the Roman Republic  
Reading: The Etruscans / The Roman Empire 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 



 

The Roman Empire  
Reading: The Roman Empire 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
The Roman Empire and Late Antiquity  
Reading: The Roman Empire / Late Antiquity 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
Compare and Contrast Exam 2 
 
Byzantine  
Reading: Byzantium 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
Early Medieval  
Reading: Early Medieval Europe 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 
Romanesque  
Reading: Early Medieval Europe 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 

Gothic  
Reading: Gothic Europe 
Lecture 
Weekly Discussion Board 
Weekly Quiz 
 

Final Week  
Compare and Contrast Exam 3 

Final Paper 

 


