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Vulnerable Populations: Nursing Perspectives 
 

Mission of the Cedar Crest College Graduate Nursing Program 
 
The mission of the Cedar Crest College graduate nursing program is to educate and prepare nurse 
leaders who will advance evidence-based practice, education, and healthcare delivery to improve 
health outcomes for individuals, families, and communities within a global context.  
 
Course Format: Online 
 
Course Credit Hours: 3 
 
Course Faculty: Graduate Nursing Faculty  
 
Drop/Add/Withdrawal Deadline:  
Per academic calendar 
 
Course Pre-requisites: None 
 
Course Description:  
The elimination of health disparities has been identified as an area of research emphasis by the 
National Institute of Nursing Research. This course examines health determinants and health 
disparities within the United States as well as in the global community. The student will examine 
health disparities and the burden of disease within social, cultural, political, economic, and 
environmental contexts using a systematic, multidisciplinary approach. 

 
Master of Science in Nursing Program Goals (PG) 

 
1. Integrate knowledge of theory and research to develop a comprehensive and ethical 

approach for nursing practice, education, and administration in a global society.  
2. Utilize advanced clinical knowledge and skill to promote, maintain, and/or restore optimum     
      wellness to clients.  
3. Articulate the issues and trends that affect the social, economic, political, and institutional  
      forces that influence nursing and health care delivery.  
4. Critically appraise and utilize scientific, expert, and other sources of knowledge to ensure    
      quality outcomes in the context of evidence-based practice.  



5. Develop collaborative and interprofessional relationships to improve health outcomes in a  
      variety of settings.  

 
Course Objectives (CO): 

1. Analyze health determinants and health disparities within the region, the nation, and the 
world. (PG 2, 4) 

2. Examine the sociopolitical context of accessible healthcare and healthcare delivery to 
vulnerable populations worldwide. (PG 3)  

3. Compare and contrast a selected health issue with a vulnerable population from a regional, 
national, and international perspective. (PG 1, 2, 4) 

4. Develop understanding of the role of theory and research in guiding nursing practice with 
vulnerable populations in a global health perspective. (PG 1) 

5. Develop understanding of strategies to decrease disparities at the regional, national and 
international levels. (PG 2, 5) 

 
Assessment of Student Learning: 
Evaluation for this course will be evaluated by the following assignments: 

 
         

Assignment Total Points Course 
Objectives 
Assessed 

Discussion Forums (3) at 32 points each 96 1, 2, 5 
Health Literacy Project 100 5 
Short Reports    
          Self-reflection 40 5 
          Concepts 44 4 
Fieldwork Project (Project and DB) 120 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
   
TOTAL COURSE POINTS 400  

 
Detailed grading rubrics for assignments are located in the Canvas modules. You can view your 
current total grade and assignments completed when looking at your grade to date in the Canvas 
‘gradebook”.  
 
There is no extra credit in this course.  
 
Grading Scale: 
 

Total Course Points  
Letter 
Grade 

Percentage Point Range 

A 92.5 - 100% 370-400 
A- 89.5 - 92.49% 358-369 
B+ 86.5 - 89.49% 346-357 



B 82.5 - 86.49% 330-345 
B- 79.5 - 82.49% 318-329 
C+ 76.5 - 79.49% 306-317 
C 72.5 - 76.49% 290-305 
C- 69.5 -72.49% 278-289 
D+ 66.5 - 69.49% 266-277 
D 59.5 - 66.49% 238-265 
F <59.5% Below 238 

 
Required Textbook(s): 
 
de Chesnay, M., & Anderson, B.A. (2016). 4th ed., Caring for the vulnerable: Perspectives in nursing theory, 

practice, and research (4thed.). Sudbury, MA: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.   
           ISBN-13 : 978-1284066272 

 
 

American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 
7th ed.), Washington, DC.   

            ISBN-13 : 978-1433832161 
                                                                        
Credit Hour Equivalency: (Online Courses Only) 
 

Course Activity or 
Assignment 

Equivalent Classroom 
Instructional Hours 

Orientation Content 4 
Audio Lectures 5 
Film clips and videos 5 
Discussions 10 
Fieldwork Activities 10 
Website readings/activities 5 
Literature reviews 6 

TOTAL 45 hours 
 
Tips for Online Learners:  
 

An online student must be a self-starter and have the maturity and motivation to work 
independently. To be successful in this online course, you must:  

 
• Confirm you have your username/password and know how to access the online class.  Be 

sure to check in for the first time within 1-2 days of the start of a session/semester.  
• Have regular access to a computer that meets minimum requirements. 



• Establish a regular routine to check for course updates/communication and to participate in 
course activities  

• Use time wisely, be organized, be self-directed, and be willing to use new modes of 
communication and learning.  

• Be willing to put in the needed time, read the text carefully, and actively participate in online 
class activities. 

• Check communication frequently, submit all assignments by the due date, and discuss any 
concerns and questions with the instructor.  

• Tour the online class to become familiar with where to find assignments and activities.  
• Read the course syllabus and pacing schedule. Check for any special instructions from the 

instructor. 
•  Follow the assignments and associated deadlines as identified on the syllabus, pacing 

schedule and/or special course instructions.  
 
Online Attendance and Participation:  
Attendance at class meetings is a vital part of the learning process. Attendance at ALL classes is 
expected. Class “weeks” will be from Sunday through Saturday.  It is expected that students will 
make every effort to attend and participate in class. You will be counted as “present” for a class 
week if you complete all assignments scheduled for that week. If you do not complete the weekly 
assignments, you will not be counted as attending class that week. Review the Pacing Schedule for 
an overview of the weekly schedule and due dates for assignments.  You should be aware that your 
instructor may withdraw you from the course for nonattendance or impose other consequences for 
failure to meet this login requirement.   

If an illness or emergency occurs during the semester, you are responsible for contacting the course 
instructor to make up missed work. However, due to the interactive nature of this course, there will 
be assignments that you will not be able to make up if you are absent. 

You are expected to log in to this course during the first two days of class.  You will become an 
“official member” of this course when you post your photo on the course Learning Management 
System (LMS) AND post your personal introduction PowerPoint presentation under the Meet and 
Greet section of the course LMS (under Course Home).  
 
Email Communication:  
Email is the primary mechanism for official communication within Cedar Crest College.  For full 
details on using your CCC email account and CCC email policy, click on the link below 
http://www.cedarcrest.edu/ca/infotech/policies/policystudentemail.shtm 
 
E-mail will be the primary means of communication during this course.  It is recommended that you 
check your Cedar Crest College e-mail account daily while taking this online course.  Only Cedar 
Crest College email accounts will be recognized.  Please do not use personal email accounts to 
communicate within the course, as this violates FERPA policy. 
 
Course Format:  
The content of this course is divided into multiple modules to be completed over a period of 7 
weeks. The modules are presented sequentially and should be completed in that order. You may 
work ahead, however, the modules should be completed in the order that they are presented.  

http://www.cedarcrest.edu/ca/infotech/policies/policystudentemail.shtm


 
Considering that this is a 7-week course, you should be prepared to spend a minimum of 14-16 
hours a week on reading and on course assignments. It may seem that much information is “thrown 
out” on a weekly basis, but remember that in a traditional 14-week course, students would be 
coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 4 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In the online course environment, the expectation is that you will be 
spending those 3 “class hours” on your own working on the concepts that you would usually get in a 
live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly. 
 
Teaching Methods:  
This online learning environment will be constructed through the use of a variety of teaching 
methods and tools including audio lecture, group discussion boards, fieldwork, case studies, 
textbook and periodical readings, and reflective writing.   
 
Submitting Assignments:  
Assignments will be submitted to the assignment board or other avenues as directed.  Email 
attachments of assignments will NOT be accepted. Assignment files must be posted as Word 
documents (not PDF). When submitting your Word document please save your documents using 
the following naming convention: 

Last name_ 520_ Assignment Title 

Discussion boards will be used for some assignments. Discussion boards will close at 11:59 PM on 
Saturdays of the assigned weeks. Be sure to post and respond early enough to allow for classroom 
participation as late week responses will impact your grade (peers will not have time to read and 
respond to your posts).  Once the boards are closed, you will no longer have access to the board and 
will receive a grade of zero for that assignment if you did not participate. 
 
Late Work:  

Assignments submitted late will receive a 10% point deduction per day.  A late assignment will 
also be considered an “absent” class day. If there are extenuating circumstances that prevent you 
from meeting a due date for an assignment and you need to request special accommodations, please 
bring them to my attention PRIOR to the due date. 
 
Remember, a due date is just the LAST day you can submit an assignment.  If that date conflicts 
with your schedule, there is always the option to submit EARLIER than the posted date.  I would 
always recommend that an assignment be completed at least 24 hours in advance of a due date.  
From experience, you never know when you will have a computer glitch. Malfunctioning 
computers or printers will not be accepted as valid reasons for late submissions. 
 
Confidentiality:  
Students are asked to try to form conceptual links between the course material and their own 
personal experiences in class discussions because this is an excellent way to learn new material. 
Therefore, confidentiality must be guaranteed to all students in order to provide a safe learning 
environment. No student should ever repeat class discussions or allow people outside the class to 
access passwords or read printed versions of any student’s posts. Be sure to discuss only information 
you wouldn’t mind being made public in case anyone violates this confidentiality rule. 



 
Netiquette:  
Netiquette, or Internet etiquette, is a guideline for maintaining civilized, professional and effective 
communication in online environment and email exchanges. Instructors and participants will 
demonstrate appropriate netiquette when interacting with each other. Written communication will 
be conducted using standard business English. Here are some basic rules:  

• Keep your questions and comments relevant to the discussion topic. If another participant 
posts a comment or question that is off topic, do NOT reply. The instructor will reply in 
private to the participant.  

• Treat the other participants in the forum in a polite and respectful manner. Model the same 
standards of behavior online as you would follow in a face-to-face discussion.  

• Do not use ALL CAPS when posting as this is considered, “Shouting”. Do not “flame” 
others in the forums. Flaming is the “act of responding in a highly critical, sarcastic, or 
ridiculing manner”.  

Note: The instructor will reserve the right to remove posts that are not collegial in nature and/or do 
not meet netiquette guidelines. 
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