
  Central Christian College of Kansas 

Title:   Ethics in Criminal Justice 

Credits:   3 

Prerequisites:   No 

Description:   Identifies and explores ethics and values in the criminal justice system, 

paying special attention to issues of social inequality. Discusses remedial 

strategies and behavior relating to unethical behavior from an individual 

and group perspective. 

At the end of the course, you will be able to: 

 Consider the ancient text from the Hebrew Bible commonly called The Ten Commandments 
as guide for law enforcement ethical behavior in modern society. 

 Compare and contrast the laws of the Ten Commandments with the laws enforced in 
modern policing to determine the influence the ancient text has had on modern statutes. 

 Using the Ten Commandments, examine the tendencies in the work and private life of law 
enforcement officers and identify behaviors that if adjusted, can enhance the ethics of the 
profession. 

 Categorize the societal implications of violating the Ten Commandments to more effectively 
apply law enforcement strategies to strengthen social bonds and improve society. 

 Examine the impact of the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics has had on modern law 
enforcement and how to apply the principle contained within the document to improve the 
profession. 
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Topic Readings Assignments 

 Determining a Viable Ethical 

Guide Compatible with Law 

Enforcement 

Textbook 

 Foreward 

 Introduction 

 Chapter I 

 Chapter II 

Videos 

 The Ten Commandments: 

What You Should Know 

 No Other Gods 

 I Am the Lord Your God 

 Pre-test 

 Plagiarism Certification 

 Discuss 1.1 

 Discuss 1.2 

 Discuss 1.3 

 Apply 1.1 

 Week 1 Evaluation 

Topic Readings Assignments 

 What’s in a Name? Textbook 

 Chapter III 

 Chapter IV 

Videos 

 Do Not Misuse God's Name 

 Remember the Sabbath 

 Discuss 2.1 

 Discuss 2.2 

 Discuss 2.3 

 Apply 2.1 

 Week 2 Evaluation 

Topic Readings Assignments 

 Honor, Capital Punishment, 

and Passivism 

Textbook 

 Chapter V 

 Chapter VI 

Videos 

 Honor Your Father and 

Mother 

 Are Christians Called to be 

Pacifists? 

 Do Not Murder 

 Discuss 3.1 

 Discuss 3.2 

 Discuss 3.3 

 Apply 3.1 

 Week 3 Evaluation 



Topic Readings Assignments 

 Theft and Betrayal Textbook 

 Chapter VII 

 Chapter VIII 

Videos 

 Do Not Commit Adultery 

 Do Not Steal 

 Discuss 4.1 

 Discuss 4.2 

 Discuss 4.3 

 Apply 4.1 

 Week 4 Evaluation 

Topic Readings Assignments 

 Honesty and Contentment Textbook 

 Chapter IX 

 Chapter X 

Videos 

 Do Not Bear False Witness 

 Do Not Covet 

 Discuss 5.1 

 Discuss 5.2 

 Discuss 5.3 

 Apply 5.1 

 Week 5 Evaluation 

Topic Readings Assignments 

 Living by a Code Law Enforcement Code of 

Ethics 

 Entire Document 

Videos 

 Code of Ethics 

 Police Code of Ethics - for 

members of the public 

 Treating Law Enforcement as 

'God's Ministers' 

 Discuss 6.1 

 Discuss 6.2 

 Discuss 6.3 

 Apply 6.1 

 Final Paper 

 Week 6 Evaluation 

 Post-test 

  



Assessments Number Points Each Total 

Discussion 18   25 450 

Application Assignments        6   50 300 

Evaluations        6   Varied 200 

Final Paper  1    200  200  

Pre/Post Test        2   5 10 

Total 1160 

Students are expected to post in the discussion board a minimum of three separate 
posts on three separate post dates per discussion thread. The three posts for each thread 
must include: 

1. - One "initial" post in response to the instructor's question (or stated assignment) no later 
than Thursday of each course week. 

 

2. - Two "follow up" posts in response to at least one classmate by Sunday of each course 
week. 

The initial response to a discussion question should substantively demonstrate familiarity 
with the content of the question. The response should be 150-200 words in length. To 
ensure the discussion is a collective and focused exploration of the topic in the question, the 
discussion thread should remain focused on the question. 

The timing of responses is important since other students are dependent on your postings 
in order to fully develop the discussion and to post "follow up" discussion entries. 
Responses should occur in the week the discussion question is posted for reply. 
Preparation for the response is encouraged to ensure a thoughtful and well-founded 
contribution to the discussion. 

Each learner is expected to both respond initially (by Thursday each week) to the 
discussion question or assignment instruction posted by the instructor/facilitator each week 
and make at least two follow-up responses to other learners' postings in the discussion 
thread by the end of the week (Sunday at 11:59pm). The purpose is to ensure an informed 
and thoughtful dialogue focused on the topic. 

 Initial Response (Standard Posting Requirements) 

https://central-christian-college.dialogedu.com/admin/virtual-campus/courses/repository/presentation_contents/d0281974-7e2a-4b6b-ab40-72b49b7efc75/slides/36ed0975-54c2-4e94-8ad7-cfe83680d030/edit#ci_accordion_element_01_01


0 Points 1-2 Points 3-4 Points 5 Points 

No initial 

response 

posted. 

Initial response is 

superficial (less than 

100 words), and/or 

posted after Thursday 

at 11:59 p.m. CT. 

A substantive initial 

response is posted prior 

to Thursday at 11:59 

p.m. CT that contains 

100-149 words. 

A substantive initial response is 

posted prior to Thursday at 11:59 

p.m. CT that includes at least 1 

reference to course material or 

another reliable source (150 

words or more). 

 Initial Response (Quality of Content) 

0 Points 1-2 Points 3-4 Points 5 Points 

Response is 

irrelevant to the 

question and does not 

add to the intent of 

the discussion. 

Response 

addresses the 

question, but 

lacks depth or 

goes off topic. 

Response addresses the 

question, though greater 

reflection or development 

of thought would be 

helpful. 

Response addresses the 

question, is reflective, 

and represents a 

substantive contribution 

to the discussion. 

 Follow-Up Posts 

0 Points 1-2 Points 3-4 Points 5 Points 

No 

follow-up 

posts 

made. 

Follow-up posts do not 

provide sufficient 

analysis or synthesis of 

the discussion. 

Follow-up posts 

demonstrate an 

appreciation for the input 

of others and add to the 

discussion. 

Follow-up posts elaborate on 

the comments of others and 

add to the discussion with 

further analysis and 

synthesis. 

 Mechanics 

0 Points 1-2 Points 3-4 Points 5 Points 

Posts lack any 

organization and/or 

contain multiple 

errors in spelling or 

mechanics. 

Posts are somewhat 

organized, but 

interrupted by 

significant errors in 

spelling and 

mechanics. 

Posts could benefit by 

a bit more 

organization and 

attention to 

mechanical details. 

Posts are clear and 

formatted in a way that 

is easy to read, free 

from spelling and 

mechanical errors. 

 Frequency of Participation 
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0 Points 1-2 Points 3-4 Points 5 Points 

No participation in 

discussion. 

All posts made on 

the same day. 

Posts made on 2 

different days. 

Posts made on 3 (or more) 

different days. 

Apply 

There are 6 application assignments in this course - one each in weeks 1-6. These are 
designed so you apply the knowledge and skills you learn during the week. 

 Introduction 

Absent Needs Improvement Proficient 

There is no 

introduction to the 

paper. (0 points) 

There is an introduction, but it does 

not introduce the topic, its 

importance, and/or alert readers to the 

structure of the discussion of your 

ideas. (1-3 points) 

There is an introduction that 

introduces the topic, its 

importance, and it alerts readers to 

the structure of the discussion of 

your ideas. (5 points) 

 Body (Use of Course Terms and Concepts) 

Absent Needs Improvement Proficient 

No course terms 

and concepts 

were used. (0 

points) 

Some of the course terms and concepts 

were used inappropriately or key terms 

and concepts were missing from the 

discussion. (1-19 points) 

All of the relevant course terms 

and concepts were present and 

used appropriately in the 

discussion. (20 points) 

 Conclusion 

Absent Needs Improvement Proficient 

There is no 

conclusion to the 

paper. (0 points). 

There is a conclusion, but it does not 

synthesize the main ideas of the paper, 

and/or provides implications for 

research and/or practice. (1-9 points) 

There is a conclusion that 

synthesizes the main ideas of the 

paper, and/or provides implications 

for research and/or practice. (10 

points) 

 Writing Mechanics (e.g. Spelling, Grammar, etc.) 

Absent Needs Improvement Proficient 

The paper had severe problems 

with spelling, grammar, etc. 

errors. (0 points) 

The paper had some spelling, 

grammar, etc. errors. (1-4 

points). 

The paper had very minimal 

spelling, grammar, etc. 

errors. (5 points). 

 Format (e.g., length, font size, margins, in-text citations and reference list in APA 
style) 
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Absent Needs Improvement Proficient 

The paper did not meet the 

minimum format 

requirements. (0 points) 

The paper met some of the 

format requirements. (1-9 

points) 

The paper met all format 

requirements. (10 points) 

Evaluations 

There are 6 evaluations in this course: 1 each week covering the knowledge and skills 
discussed during the week. 

The Final Paper holds a significant value towards the final grade of the course. You can 
preview the requirements below. 

This is a preview of the Final Paper that will become accessible later in the course 

In your Final Paper you get to be the Chief of Police or Sheriff and write some of the policies 
and procedures for the law enforcement agency you are leading. Using the Law 
Enforcement Code of Ethics, write a mission statement, and four words that describe your 
agency’s core values. Finally, also using The Law Enforcement Code of Ethics, write five 
policies based on concepts from the text. 

Guidelines 

Mission Statement: Must be at least a paragraph long, three to five sentences. 

Four Values: Here is an example to get you started- 

1. Accountable 

2. Character 

3. Pride 

4. Dedication 

Your policies must be numbered like so 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 etc. and follow a standard format of a 
law enforcement policy. An example from the Minneapolis Police Department is provided 
below as a guide. However, the five policies you write must be policies governing ethical 
behavior and conduct, not personal appearance, tardiness, etc. 

3-101 PERSONAL APPEARANCE POLICY 

The MPD has established a standard of uniform appearance for the safety of officers and to 
project a positive, professional image to the public. Employees shall wear the appropriate 
clothing or uniform for their assignment, be well groomed and exhibit a professional 
appearance while performing their official duties. Clothing and grooming shall be 
appropriate for a business environment. (08/20/15) 



Clothing, uniforms and equipment will be selected and authorized taking into consideration 
safety, versatility, durability, compatibility, appearance and tradition. Only authorized 
clothing, uniforms and equipment shall be worn. 

Document Type MS Word 

Paper Size 8.5" X 11" 

Length 4-6 pages (not including cover or reference pages) 

Margins 1" 

Font Times or Times New Roman, 12 pt. 

Line Spacing Double. No extra double space between paragraphs please. 

In-text Citations & 

Reference List Style 

APA 

Paper Structure Cover Page 

Introduction 

Body(multiple paragraphs) 

Conclusion 

Reference Page 

File Naming Convention LastName_FirstName_Final_Paper 

Example: Doe_John_Final_Paper 

                               Ratings 

Criteria  Absent Needs Improvement  Proficient 

Introduction There is no 

introduction to 

the paper. (0 

points) 

There is an introduction, but 

it does not introduce the 

topic, its importance, and/or 

alert readers to the structure 

of the discussion of your 

ideas. (1-34 points) 

There is an introduction 

that introduces the topic, 

its importance, and it 

alerts readers to the 

structure of the discussion 

of your ideas. (35 points) 



Body (Use of 

Course Terms and 

Concepts) 

No course 

terms and 

concepts were 

used. (0 

points) 

Some of the course terms 

and concepts were used 

inappropriately or key terms 

and concepts were missing 

from the discussion. (1-84 

points) 

All of the relevant course 

terms and concepts were 

present and used 

appropriately in the 

discussion. (85 points) 

Conclusion There is no 

conclusion to 

the paper. (0 

points) 

There is a conclusion, but it 

does not synthesize the 

main ideas of the paper, 

and/or provides 

implications for research 

and/or practice. (1-34 

points) 

There is a conclusion that 

synthesizes the main ideas 

of the paper, and/or 

provides implications for 

research and/or practice. 

(35 points) 

Writing Mechanics 

(e.g. Spelling, 

Grammar, etc.) 

The paper 

had 10 or 

more spelling, 

grammar, etc. 

errors. (0 

points) 

The paper had 5-10 

spelling, grammar, etc. 

errors. (1-24 points) 

The paper had very 

minimal spelling, 

grammar, etc. errors. (25 

points) 

Format (e.g., length, 

font size, margins, 

in-text citations and 

reference list in 

APA style) 

The paper did 

not meet the 

minimum 

format 

requirements 

and/or no 

APA 

citation. (0 

points) 

The paper met some of the 

format requirements. (1-19 

points) 

The paper met all format 

requirements and APA 

requirement. (20 points) 

 


