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ENGL 2340 American Literature 
 

CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

INSTRUCTOR 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Prerequisite (taken before): ENGL 1010 - English Composition I or ENGL 1020 - English Composition II 
Studies the American experience as seen in the works of established and emerging American writers. 
Contact Hours: Class- 45 Practical Lab- 0 Clinical- 0 Internship- 0  

Homework Expectations: 
For each hour of classroom time, typically you can expect two hours of homework per week. 

Credits: 3 
Total Hours: 45 
Pre/Corequisites: 

 Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 or ENGL 1020

CLASS INFORMATION 
  

TEXTBOOKS 
Textbook information may be found in WebCentral through My Services, Services for Students, Academic Planning, 
Student Planning, Go to Plan & Schedule, Timeline tab or use this quick link:  

Student Planning Timeline Tab > Sign In, if applicable > Navigate to Term > Click on Course Name > Scroll to the bottom 
of the Section Details popup window > Click the link to Bookstore Information 

The following work needs to be purchased from the bookstore or borrowed from the library: 

https://collssprod.nt.cccneb.edu/Student/Planning/DegreePlans#schedplan-dp
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Sandra Cisneros –  The House on Mango Street

The following works are on the class website for free download, but are very long and expensive to print at 
home, so most students purchase them from the bookstore or borrow them from the library:  

Fanny Fern – Ruth Hall  Mark Twain – Puddn’head Wilson 

The following are available through the class website for free download, in cheap editions from the 
bookstore, or in most libraries:  

Benjamin Franklin – Autobiography, Sections 1&2      

Frederick Douglass – Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 

Willa Cather – O! Pioneers 

The following are available from the library or from the class website for free download (bookstore doesn’t 
have these):  

John Winthrop - excerpt                                  John Smith -- "Instructions by Way of Advice,"  

Hector de Crevecouer - “What is an American?”  Washington Irving – sketches (short stories) 

Edgar Allen Poe – stories and poems     Nathaniel Hawthorne – short stories 

Emily Dickinson – selected poems        Walt Whitman – selected poems        

Sarah Wilkins Freeman – short stories   Charlotte Perkins Gilman – “The Yellow Wallpaper” 

Kate Chopin – short story         Wm. Hazlett Upton –"I'm a Natural Born Salesman" 

Gertrude Bonnin/Zitkala-sa - memoirs  Native American Leaders – various works 

Carl Sandburg – selected poems         Robert Frost – selected poems 

Upton Sinclair – 3 chapters from The Jungle       Edna Ferber – chapter from Roast Beef, Medium 

Langston Hughes – selected works                      Ann Petry – short story  

Alice Walker – short story                                    Dennis Lehane – prologue to The Given Day 
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Joyce Carol Oates – short story  Orson Scott Card – “Ender’s Game” – short story version 

Donna Foley Mabry – 1st 3 chapters of Maude    Sherman Alexie – short stories 

GRADING INFORMATION 

98-100 A+ 
90-97 A 
87-89 B+ 
80-86 B 
77-79 C+ 
70-76 C 
67-69 D+ 
60-66 D 
≤59 F 

Attendance: As per recent guideline changes for online instruction, attendance is taken on a weekly basis for 
this class.  There will be at least one assignment per week that requires posting an assignment of some sort 
and/or interacting with the other students/instructor.  Attendance will be counted for that week for students who 
have completed that assignment by 11:59pm on Sundays.  The assignment may remain open for submission 
beyond that time, but it must be completed by that time on Sunday to count for the attendance portion of the 
class grade. 
READING QUESTIONS: These questions will be based around the themes and ideas present in the works. It is often a 
good idea to review the reading questions before reading the work, as well as after.  These questions are similar to the sort 
of questions that are used in a lecture class. Thus, if you can answer the questions, you have a pretty solid understanding 
of the material.  If there is a question that just does not make sense, or you are not sure of your answer, then contact the 
instructor for personal discussion of that issue/question. Students will choose one of each set of Reading 
Questions to answer in a forum with a solid paragraph or more. 
READING QUIZZES: Many of the reading assignments will have reading quizzes connected to them. Students are 
required to take these quizzes.  The quizzes will be on the Moodle system and will be timed. You can use the
reading materials while taking the quiz, but will still need to finish in the time provided. Thus, students should not plan on 
looking up the answers.  The quizzes will have random questions with the answers randomized, so you may have different 
questions or different correct answers than someone else in the course. 

 READER RESPONSE WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: If the folder/topic does not have a Reading Quiz, the student will 
be asked to write a response asking for your interpretation or analysis of the works that you have just read.    These 
assignments are expected to be the equivalent of 1 typed page in length, and should be focused on your reactions to the 
work(s), not just a plot summary of the work(s).  Do not turn in too many of these at one time, so that you can receive 
input and suggestions from the instructor as to how well you are meeting the assignment. These reader response 
assignments are graded taking into account originality, use of the readings for support, organization, grammar, and how 
well the answer fits the original question.   

LONG WRITING ASSIGNMENTS: There are 4 Long Writing Assignments written by each student, one about every 3 
or 4 folders/topics.  The papers are based on topics raised in the previous reader responses and reading questions. The 
papers focus on evaluating the authors and/or their works in the larger context of American Literature as a whole. These 
papers are expected to be typical College paper length—3 to 5 pages. They are not expected to include outside research—
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the focus should be on the individual student’s analysis and understanding of the readings, but a minimal use of 
outside sources as a starting point can be acceptable.  
DUE DATES:  Waiting until the end to try to do all the work does not work – the reading, and more importantly 
the comprehension and analysis of the reading, takes time.  There are assigned due dates in Moodle. Students have 
approximately 7 (seven) days after that original due date to submit the assignment. The exception is the final week 
of the semester – assignments will not always have 7 days available that week. If circumstances happen and the 
student is not able to complete and submit the assignment in that timeframe, the student can request a 
short extension beyond the due date. That extension is at the instructor’s discretion, and should not be assumed to 
be automatic. Any assignment not submitted by the due date will receive an initial 0 (zero) until the assignment is 
submitted for a grade. Assignments that do not come in during the time the assignment is open will remain a 0 
(zero). 

FINAL PROJECT: This will be explained at more length in the Final Project Information Sheet, but it primarily 
consists of a representation of a theme or topic you have traced through many of the works read. The only requirement 
will be that you will have to use multiple works from various time periods in your project. This is not another regular 
paper; it is a different type of assignment. 
EVALUATION OF STUDENTS: Many assignments in this class are writing assignments, not quizzes or tests 
where there are points assigned to each question. On writing assignments, the grades will be given as letter 
grades, not numerical grades. The instructor will use + and - grades on assignments to help the student 
recognize improvement or decline from previous assignments. Do be aware that the Moodle system will convert 
the letter grades to number grades for easier computation.  The actual final grade earned by the student and 
reported to the registrar will utilize the official grade scale listed under the Course Grading Information section 
of this document.  
The following definitions are general, but do give you a fairly good sense of how your papers will be 
evaluated.  Be sure to review these definitions before turning in an essay draft for evaluation.  

In general, an A essay/research paper is one that really cannot be significantly improved.  There are few or only minor 
grammar/mechanical errors.  Sentences use a variety of structural forms, and there are no significant run-ons or comma 
splices.  Outside sources are used appropriately, but are not the emphasis or sole content of the paper.  I expect to see original 
analysis and thought on the subject matter being presented, and not just a simple presentation of other authors' ideas.  The 
organization used should be appropriate to the argument. 
A B essay is one that may contain one problem area, but a problem that could be corrected with another revision.  For 
example, there may be minor organization problems, or an emphasis on summarizing other authors instead of original 
material, but not both. At the same time, there needs to be something in the essay (style, content, etc.) that lifts the essay out 
of the ordinary 
A C essay is an average essay.  It does the job expected of it, but that’s it.  The basic question/research problem is addressed, 
but not in any depth or to any original conclusion.  There may also be bigger organizational problems or 
mechanical/grammatical problems. 
A D essay is a below average essay.  It typically shows an author with no control over his/her subject matter.  The 
organization is confusing, and the material is presented in an unoriginal fashion.  Following/repeating sources too closely is a 
typical problem in a D essay. There are typically numerous mechanical/grammar problems in a D essay. 
An F essay shows an author who has absolutely no control over the material.  It is incomprehensible, and too difficult for the 
audience to read or follow.  Grammar and mechanical problems abound, and the sentence structure is irregular and full of 
run-ons and fragments. 

FINAL GRADE FORMULA: 
  5% Attendance 
35% Average of Reader Response and Quiz Grades 
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40% Average of Long Writing Assignment Grades 
10% Reading Question Posts in Forums 
10% Final Project Grade 

100% Final Grade Total 

EXPLANATION OF MODULE FORMAT OF THE COURSE 
The course is divided into Folders/Topics. These topics are ROUGHLY equivalent to a week’s assignments, but not 
exactly. Some topics are longer or shorter than others. Basically each Topic has an idea or a concept behind it that I want 
you to read, think and write about.   
Each topic has its own short writing assignment or reading quiz where you are able to articulate what you have learned 
about the module’s central concept. There are also four longer papers where you will compare and contrast several of 
the works to show how they work together to show us things about that particular time period in American history and 
literature. At the end of the course, there is a final project using readings from throughout the course to develop a 
theme that YOU identify and analyze as running through the entire course. 
Do NOT just go to the assignments tab. Open and read the folders. The Reading Quizzes, for example, are 
not listed as assignments (that’s a Moodle thing, not my choice). Failure to open and read the folders leads 
to failure in the class. 

PLAGIARISM 
Lately, there has been a rash of plagiarism on campuses across the nation. Be aware that ANY use of another authors 
IDEAS, not just their exact words, constitutes plagiarism, and will be dealt with harshly in this class. ANYTIME you use 
another author's ideas or analysis, you are expected to cite that other author, at least by using an "according to" statement." 
Failure to do so will lead to a ZERO on the assignment, a probable F for the class, and referral to the administration as per 
The CCC Student Handbook. 

Since this class is designed to be about your responses to the readings, and there are NO outside research expectations 
or assignments, use of information from outside sources is very much against the objectives and perspective of the class 
content. 

PRIOR PAPERS 
Students are not allowed to submit papers written for prior classes.  Students are welcome to revisit topics that they have 
written about before, but ALL papers for this course MUST be written FOR this course, this semester, following the 
guidelines, format, assignment, etc as articulated in the assignment sheets.  Any assignments that are suspected of being 
duplicates of previous work will be returned ungraded, and the student will be required to create a new, original paper in 
its place. 

TEXT MESSAGING AND VOICEMAILS 
Students have been given the necessary information to be able to send SMS text messages concerning the 
course.  Students who send text messages need to make sure to identify themselves clearly in the text of the message, as 
the instructor can not be expected to identify the sender otherwise. All texts and voicemails are sent to and through 
Google Voice, and a copy of them will be retained through the end of the course, at which point they will be erased. 
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TURNITIN.COM 
Turnitin.com is a plagiarism detection site that may or may not be required, as the instructor deems necessary. If the 
instructor requires the use of Turnitin.com for the entire class, the student MUST submit their paper to the Turnitin.com 
site BEFORE the instructor will evaluate it or assign it a grade. As an alternative, the instructor reserves the right to 
submit any student's assignment individually to Turnitin.com for verification once it has been submitted for grading. 

COURSE COMPETENCIES 

1. Analyze characteristics of early American writing

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 identifies characteristics of early American writing
 attributes the identified characteristics to elements in the assigned reading

Learning Objectives
 Distinguish the characteristics of Early American literature
 Identify the characteristics of Early American literature within a range of Early American writings

2. Explain the development of early American literature literary movements

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 distinguishes the literary movements found in early American writing
 attributes the literary movements' characteristics to elements in the assigned reading(s)
 integrates the various literary movements to each other in terms of their characteristics and history

Learning Objectives
 Appraise the characteristics of Early American literary movements
 Examine the evolution of individual literary movements within the period

3. Evaluate how early American writing reflects the culture of that era

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 determines important elements and issues of early American culture
 integrates the identified cultural issues with the assigned readings
 elaborates on how the assigned reading(s) reflect early American culture

Learning Objectives
 Assess various aspects of early American culture
 Explain connections between cultural issues and early American literature

4. Analyze characteristics of literature during the Time of National Expansion

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 identifies characteristics of American literature during the Time of National Expansion
 attributes the identified characteristics of the Time of National Expansion to the assigned readings

file:///C:/Websites/WIDS_CCCneb/Turnitin.com
file:///C:/Websites/WIDS_CCCneb/Turnitin.com
file:///C:/Websites/WIDS_CCCneb/Turnitin.com
file:///C:/Websites/WIDS_CCCneb/Turnitin.com
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Learning Objectives 
 Distinguish the literary movements of the Time of National Expansion
 Correlate individual works to the appropriate literary movement

5. Explain the literary movements that developed during the Time of National Expansion

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 distinguishes the literary movements found during the Time of National Expansion
 attributes the literary movements' characteristics to elements in the assigned reading(s)
 integrates the various literary movements with each other in terms of their characteristics and history

Learning Objectives
 Appraise the characteristics of the literary movements that developed during the Time of National Expansion
 Examine the elements within a literary work that connect to a movement during the Time of National Expansion

6. Evaluate how American literature from the Time of National Expansion reflects the culture of that era

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 determines important elements and issues in American culture at the Time of National Expansion
 integrates the identified cultural issues from the Time of National Expansion with the assigned reading(s)
 elaborates on how the assigned reading(s) reflect American culture during the Time of National Expansion

Learning Objectives
 Assess various aspects of American culture during the Time of National Expansion
 Explain connections between the literature and American culture during the Time of National Expansion

7. Analyze characteristics of Post World War American writing

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 distinguishes characteristics of American literature in the Post World War era
 attributes the identified characteristics of Post World War American Literature to the assigned reading(s)

Learning Objectives
 Appraise the changing trends and elements of the literature of Post World War America
 Correlate the changing trends and elements of Post World War America to the assigned reading(s)

8. Explain the literary movements that developed Post World War in American literature

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 distinguishes the literary movements found during the Post World War era
 attributes the literary movements' characteristics to elements in the assigned reading(s)
 integrates the various literary movements to each other in terms of their characteristics and history

Learning Objectives
 Appraise the characteristics of the literary movements that develop during the Post World War period in America
 Examine the elements within a literary work that connect to a movement of the Post World War period
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9. Evaluate how American Post World War literature reflects the culture of that era

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 determines important elements and issues in American culture Post World War
 integrates the identified cultural issues to the assigned reading(s)
 elaborates on how the assigned reading(s) reflect American culture in the Post World War era

Learning Objectives
 Assess the issues affecting Post World War America
 Explain how an issue is reflected within an assigned reading

10. Evaluate the impact of emerging voices on American culture and literature

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 Assesses the emerging populations/voices in various areas of American literature
 Explains the impact emerging writers have had/are having on American literature and culture

Learning Objectives
 Determine the characteristics of non-white and/or non-male emerging cultures from different eras of American

literature
 Argue the relationship between a work by an emerging author and its cultural context

11. Synthesize the connections between the various eras of American literature

Criteria
Performance will meet expectations when the student:
 discovers connections between assigned readings from multiple time periods
 formulates the relationship between various assigned readings from different time periods of American literature

and a common topic or theme

Learning Objectives 
 Devise the changing trends and elements of the literature from various time periods of American literature
 Develop the similarities in subject and content between the readings of various time periods of American

literature

CCC-AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
If you have a disability or want to know if you qualify for accommodations as defined by the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, you are invited to contact the campus Director of Disability Support Services. You are not required to disclose or 
reveal information about your disability to anyone at any time, however, in order to receive accommodations in college, 
you must make those needs known and request services from the Disability Support Services office on one of the three 
CCC campuses. Inquiries concerning the application of the laws and regulations cited above may be directed to the 
Human Resources Office, Central Community College, P.O. Box 4903, Grand Island, NE 68802-4903; (308) 398-7325, or 
to the Director, Office of Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20201. 

CCC-ARCHIVING OF STUDENT WORK

https://www.cccneb.edu/Disability-Services/
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To protect the original work of students from plagiarism and to uphold the high academic standards and integrity of 
CCC, any written assignment in this course may be submitted to an internet based plagiarism detection service such as 
Turnitin.com by the student or the instructor. All submitted written assignments will be archived and may be referenced 
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism.  

CCC-ATTENDANCE--ONLINE, FACE-TO-FACE, HYBRID
Central Community College faculty record attendance in courses- including online courses.  Class attendance and 
participation contribute significantly to student academic success. Commonly, students who attend class get more out of 
their college investment through increased learning, stronger relationships with instructors and classmates, earning 
higher grades, achieving increased passing rates in courses, which leads to completion of academic, and ultimately, 
career goals.  Attendance in an online course may include timely participation in discussions, submitting assignments, 
activities, projects, etc. (i.e. completing assignments by their deadline). Students should regularly participate in weekly 
course activities as led by your instructor to ensure meeting attendance requirements. Failure to consistently attend 
class(es) - even online class(es) - may jeopardize your financial aid.  

CCC-COURSE MEETING TIME AND LOCATION
Course meeting time and location may be found in WebCentral through My Services, Services for Students, Academic 
Planning, Student Planning, Go to Plan & Schedule, Timeline tab or use this quick link:  

Student Planning Timeline Tab > Sign In, if applicable > Navigate to Term > Click on Course Name 

CCC-EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
Central Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, national origin, gender, age, disability, 
marital status, or military veteran status as is defined by law in employment, admission, scholarship and financial aid 
programs or operation of its educational programs and activities as prescribed by Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Executive Order 11246 as amended, sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Vietnam Era Veteran’s Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, the Age Discrimination Acts 
of 1974 and 1975, and other federal and state laws and regulations. 

Central Community College offers career and technical education programs for all students regardless of race, color, 
national origin, age, religion, marital status, including those with limited English proficiency, sex or disability. For a 
complete list of programs, go to www.cccneb.edu/programs. Educational programs are offered at but not limited to the 
following locations: Columbus Campus, Grand Island Campus, Hastings Campus, Holdrege Center, Kearney Center, 
Lexington Center and Ord Learning Center. 

CCC-EXPECTATIONS FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Central Community College believes successful students are independent critical thinkers who possess the work ethic 
and skills necessary to make a positive difference in their professions and communities. In order to maximize student 
and community success, CCC is devoted to maintaining an honest academic environment and upholding integrity as a 
core value.  All individuals across all course modalities are expected to practice academic integrity, which encompasses 
the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, and responsibility.  In the case of alleged violations of 
academic integrity, Central Community College strives for fair resolution. 

file:///C:/Websites/WIDS_CCCneb/Turnitin.com
https://collssprod.nt.cccneb.edu/Student/Planning/DegreePlans#schedplan-dp
file:///C:/Websites/WIDS_CCCneb/www.cccneb.edu/programs
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Instances of Academic Dishonesty: 
Behaviors that violate the fundamental values of academic integrity at Central Community College 
may include but are not limited to the following: 

 Plagiarism - direct copying or paraphrasing without citation someone else’s work (i.e. writing, images, video or
audio)

 Cheating - engaging in any behavior intended to achieve an unfair advantage for self or another in any academic
exercise (i.e. unauthorized collaboration or unauthorized use of resources or data in a study)

 Fabricating Information - inventing or falsifying information (i.e. making up resources and/or citations, falsifying
academic records)

 Facilitating Academic Dishonesty - soliciting, furnishing, or offering to furnish unauthorized exams, quizzes, or
academic materials; participating in academic sabotage

Read the Expectations for Academic Integrity in its entirety. 

CCC-GENERAL INFORMATION
All college policies and procedures identified in the student handbook will be adhered to for the course. College policies 
and procedures include, but are not limited to, conditions for dropping or withdrawing from a class, student academic 
honesty, etc. A copy of the student handbook is available upon request from the Student Services office on each campus 
or you may utilize this link to the Student Handbook. 

CCC-TECHNOLOGY USAGE GUIDELINES
In order to support the activities for this course, Central Community College provides access to computers for students. 
The College established Technology Use Policy and Procedure documentation. This document can be found on the 
College web site. You may click this link to download a PDF document outlining the College's Technology Use Guidelines. 

CCC-TITLE IX POLICY
Members of the Central Community College community, guests and visitors have the right to be free from all forms of 
gender and sex-based discrimination, examples of which can include acts of sexual violence, sexual harassment, 
domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. All members of the campus community are expected to conduct 
themselves in a manner that does not infringe upon the rights of others. Any member of the community, guest or visitor 
who believes that the policy on Equal Opportunity, Harassment and Nondiscrimination has been violated should contact 
the Title IX/Equity/AA Coordinator, Dr. Christopher Waddle, 308-398-7325 or TitleIXCoordinator@cccneb.edu. Students 
should understand that in cases of gender and sex based discrimination, no College employee, including members of the 
faculty, can guarantee confidentiality. For more information about CCC’s policy please reference CCC’s Title IX 
Handbook. For counseling services which may remain confidential, CCC counselors are available for free to all currently 
enrolled students.  To schedule an appointment or to receive additional information contact 402-562-1244 or email 
counselingservices@cccneb.edu.   

Pregnancy Rights and Responsibilities 

https://www-prod.cccneb.edu/globalassets/documents/student-life/policies-and-procedures/academicintegrityprocedures.pdf
https://www.cccneb.edu/globalassets/documents/student-life/policies-and-procedures/studenthandbook.pdf
https://www.cccneb.edu/globalassets/documents/student-life/policies-and-procedures/technologyuseguidelines.pdf
mailto:TitleIXCoordinator@cccneb.edu
https://www.cccneb.edu/globalassets/documents/student-life/policies-and-procedures/title-ix-resource-guide.pdf
https://www.cccneb.edu/globalassets/documents/student-life/policies-and-procedures/title-ix-resource-guide.pdf
mailto:counselingservices@cccneb.edu
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Title IX makes it illegal to discriminate on the basis of pregnancy and related conditions. All pregnancy concerns and 
pregnancy related absences are coordinated by the Disability Services office.  You may not anticipate any academic 
needs associated with your pregnancy, however, your needs may change as your pregnancy progresses.  Disclosure of 
your condition early in the pregnancy will help in making the planning process more proactive. To disclose your 
pregnancy to ensure proper accommodations and support, please contact the Disability Services Director on your 
campus. For additional information related to pregnancy rights and responsibilities, please visit 
https://www.cccneb.edu/pregnantandparenting or contact you campus Disability Services Office or CCC’s Title IX 
Coordinator at titleixcoordinator@cccneb.edu 

COVID-19 REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS 
Students diagnosed with COVID-19 are expected to confidentially report this information to any Associate Dean of 
Student Success or by calling our Grand Island Office at 308-398-7426. Further, Central Community College instructors 
will support flexible attendance for students exhibiting symptoms or illness. 

Specific instructional programs may require industry-specific personal protective equipment (PPE) that must be 
maintained.  

Central Community College reserves the right to require face coverings and to change mode of delivery, instructor, or 
class schedule due to pandemic response at the college, at a location, or in the community.   

https://www.cccneb.edu/disability-services
https://www.cccneb.edu/pregnantandparenting
mailto:titleixcoordinator@cccneb.edu



