
CRIM 210: Introduction to Criminal Justice    

Prerequisite(s): None 

Credits: 3 

I. Course Description 

This course is designed to be an in-depth examination of the subsystems involved in the 

Criminal Justice System.  The course should prepare the student for the study of 

advanced criminal justice courses.  An interdisciplinary approach, including discussion 

threads, research papers, examinations, web-articles, as well as videos will be the 

principle methodology.  Active student participation is strongly encouraged for this 

course. 

II. Course Objectives 

1. To provide a basic overview of the various components of the criminal justice 

system 

2. To examine the relationship of each component part of the criminal justice 

system 

3. To examine the principles and theories through which the criminal justice system 

continues its’ evolutionary process 

4. To lay the foundation of understanding for further, more in-depth study of the 

criminal justice system 

III. Course Textbooks and Reading Materials 

*Students must purchase in advance texts and/or materials for this course. Shop 
around for best pricing; the CSU bookstore offers price matching. 

Mainstream and Crosscurrents, 3rd edition (2013) 

John Randolph Fuller 

ISBN: 9780199997961 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 

American Psychological Association Staff 

ISBN: 9781433805615 
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IV. Weekly Information 

Module One – Week 1 

Objectives 

By the end of this week, students should be able to: 
• Outline how the U.S. criminal justice system protects individual rights. 

• Understand society’s two broad ways of controlling crime. 

• Define crime and criminal justice. 

• Explain the relationship among local, state, and federal levels of criminal justice. 

• List and briefly explain the five basic goals of the criminal justice system. 

• Explain what the UCR is. 

• Use the hierarchy rule to differentiate the UCR from the NIBRS. 

• Compare and contrast the National Crime Victimization Survey and self-report studies. 

• Talk about how the perception of crime differs from the incidence of crime. 

• Differentiate biological and psychological theories of criminology. 

Reading 

Read in your textbook, Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents:  

Chapter 1: Crime and the Problem of Social Control (pp. 3-32) 

Chapter 2: The Nature and Measurement of Crime” (pp. 35-69) 

Chapter 3: Theories of Crime" (pp. 73-111) 

Lecture 

View the PowerPoint presentations for Chapters 1 - 3 

Deliverables 

Discussion: Student Biography 

Discussion: Which system protects society? 

Module Two – Week 2 

Objectives 

By the end of this week, students should be able to: 

• Describe in general the development of the U.S. criminal law. 

• Compare and contrast criminal law and civil law. 

• Distinguish between felonies and misdemeanors. 

• Explain the problem of jurisdiction. 

• Compare and contrast the federal, state, and local levels of law enforcement. 
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• Briefly describe federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies and what they 

do. 

• Describe the problem of projecting an unrealistic image of the nature of law 

enforcement to the public. 

• List and discuss the three primary goals of police patrol. 

• Discuss the importance of police discretion. 

• Examine the importance of the Fourth Amendment to law enforcement. 

Reading 

Read in your textbook, Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents: 

Chapter 4: Criminal Law (pp. 115-151) 

Chapter 5: The History and Organization of Law Enforcement (pp. 155-191) 

Chapter 6: Policing and the Law (195-227) 

Lecture 

View the PowerPoint presentation for chapters 4 – 6 
View the posted web articles 

Deliverables 

Discussion: Use of Deadly Force by Law Enforcement Officers 

Research paper: Analytical Review of Deadly Force issues 

Quiz: Twenty-five questions (Chapters 1 – 6) 

Module Three – Week 3 

Objectives 
By the end of this week, students should be able to: 

• Describe the differences between community policing, problem-oriented 

policing and zero-tolerance policing. 

• Give arguments used to exclude women from policing and criticisms of those 

arguments. 

• Name and talk about major problems associated with police stress and burnout. 

• Identify and briefly discuss the documents the U.S. founders created to specify 

the relationship between the people and the state. 

• Name some cases, historical events, and individuals that have affected the way 

the courts have evolved. 

• Classify the three types of jurisdiction. 

• Briefly outline the structure of the state and federal courts. 
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Reading 

Read in your textbook, Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents: 

Chapter 7: Issues in Policing (pp. 231-266) 

Chapter 8: The History and Organization of the Courts (pp. 273-305) 

Lecture 

View the PowerPoint presentations for chapter 7 and 8 
View the Three Levels of Evidence Notes 
View the posted web articles and notes 

Deliverables 

Discussion: Police Discretion 

Mid-term Examination: 50 Questions 

Module Four – Week 4 

Objectives 
By the end of this week, students should be able to: 

• Give examples of three court support staff. 

• Describe the two primary court functions that probation officers perform. 

• Explain the roles of the judge, prosecutor, and defense attorney. 

• List some services that victim–witness programs provide. 

• Identify some bail-bond alternatives to keeping a suspect in jail. 

• Contrast the two values of pretrial release, presumption of innocence and 

preventive detention. 

• List and explain the types of plea-bargaining arrangements. 

• List the steps of the trial process. 

• Outline the amendments in the Bill of Rights that speak directly to the rights of 

defendants in criminal trials. 

• Describe the differences between indeterminate and determinate sentencing 

and give examples. 

• Differentiate between mandatory minimum sentencing from sentencing 

guidelines. 

Reading 

Read in your textbook, Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents: 

Chapter 9: Working in the Courtroom (pp. 309-341) 

Chapter 10: The Disposition: Plea-Bargaining, Trial, and Sentencing (pp. 345-378) 

  



 5 

Lecture 

View the PowerPoint presentations for Chapters 9 and 10 
View the posted web articles and videos 

Deliverables 

Discussion: Plea-Bargaining 

Research Paper #2 concerning the different levels of jurisdiction in our court systems.  

Module Five – Week 5 

Objectives 
By the end of this week, students should be able to: 

• Discuss the state of incarceration in the North American colonies that led to the 

development of U.S. incarceration. 

• Compare and contrast the two prison systems that emerged in the United States 

during the first half of the nineteenth century. 

• Give some arguments supporting and against capital punishment. 

• Identify two cases that limited capital punishment. 

• List and discuss Sykes’s described five pains of imprisonment. 

• Discuss pseudo-families in women’s prisons. 

• Recognize the contributions of the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendment to inmate 

rights. 

• List and discuss some general functions of prison correctional officers. 

• Give some arguments supporting and against private prisons. 

Reading 

Read in your textbook, Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents: 

Chapter 11: The History and Control of Punishment (pp. 383-415) 

Chapter 12: Contemporary Prison Life (pp. 419-451) 

Lecture 

View the PowerPoint presentations for Chapters 11 and 12 

View the notes on biblical passages addressing the death penalty 

View the posted web articles and videos 

Deliverables 

Discussion: Capital Punishment 
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Research Paper on the effectiveness of the Death Penalty 

Quiz: Twenty-five questions (Chapters 9 – 12)  

Module Six – Week 6 

Objectives 
By the end of this week, students should be able to: 

• Give some assumptions about the nature of crime that lie at the heart of the 

community corrections movement. 

• Discuss how various actors in the criminal justice process view probation. 

• Recall some other forms of intermediate sanctions. 

• Differentiate between probation and parole. 

• Show how the decision of when to grant parole is based on three competing 

principles. 

• Examine at least three major adjustments that stand as obstacles to successful 

re-entry. 

• Explain the two major functions of jails. 

• Understand how the law treated children in colonial North America. 

• Summarize the history and purpose of the juvenile court. 

• List and briefly describe the types of youths whom the juvenile justice system is 

responsible for. 

• Briefly outline the stages of the juvenile justice system. 

• Give reasons supporting and criticizing the process of waiver to adult criminal 

court. 

• Define “victim.” 

• Differentiate victim precipitation (Victimology) from the idea of the innocent 

victim. 

• Analyze the popular misconception of victimization by strangers. 

• Give some arguments to support victim-impact statements. Give some criticisms. 

• Explain the concept of victim-less crime. 

• Distinguish between the decriminalization and legalization of drugs. 

Reading 

Read in your textbook, Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents: 

Chapter 13: Corrections in the Community (pp. 455-490) 

Chapter 14: Juvenile Justice (pp. 495-529) 

Chapter 15: Victims of Crime and Victimless Crimes (pp. 533-568) 
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Lecture 

View the PowerPoint presentations for Chapters 13 – 15 

View the posted web articles and videos 

Deliverables 

Discussion: Sentencing children to prison w/o the chance of parole 

Module Seven – Week 7 

Objectives 
By the end of this week, students should be able to: 

• Distinguish between police and the military and how terrorism has affected this 

difference. 

• Identify some differences between the war on terrorism and other social 

problems. 

• Recognize how September 11, 2001, affected the U.S. criminal justice system. 

• Summarize how terrorism has affected local criminal justice agencies. 

• Discuss peacemaking criminology and restorative justice as alternatives to the 

war-on-crime metaphor. 

• Define and discuss restorative justice. 

Reading 

Read in your textbook, Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents: 

Chapter 16: Present and Emerging Trends: The Future of Criminal Justice (pp. 

573-602) 

Lecture 

View the PowerPoint presentation for chapter 16 and Terrorism-Introduction 

Deliverables 

Discussion: Terrorist's Rights 

Final Exam:  #75 Questions (Comprehensive / textbook, discussion threads, web-articles, 

and videos) 

V. Course Information and Grading 

Course Requirements (Weekly) 
Each Module will be based on the inclusion and grading of the following segments:  
Discussion Boards, Assignments/ Case Studies/ Projects. 
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Class Discussions 

Successful online learning requires active and meaningful participation in the Discussion 
Board Forum. Critical thinking, appropriate use of judgment and professional comments 
are required for all responses.  Simple agreement or disagreement with a fellow student 
does not constitute a quality response.  Student opinions are important but must be 
supported by relevant data obtained in the literature or text.  
 

1. One initial discussion board post is due by the fourth day (Thursday @ 11:59 pm) 

of each weekly module and two response posts are due by the last day (Sunday 

@ 11:59 pm) of each weekly module. 

a. Undergraduate Word Count Requirements: 

i. Initial post must be >200 words 

ii. Responses must be >150 words 

b. Graduate Word Count Requirements: 

i. Initial post must be >250 words 

ii. Responses must be >200 words 

 

2. Participation – Students must meet initial and response post deadlines to be 

eligible for full points.  Late initial posts may be accepted with a 33% reduction in 

the overall score assessed for each day late.  Two response posts are required.  If 

only one is received, then the overall score will be reduced by 25%.  If no 

response posts are received, then the overall score will be reduced by 50%. 

 

3. Students should be respectful and write in a proper and professional manner. 

 

Please refer to the Discussion Board Rubric located within course syllabus for specific 

requirements and guidance on delivering a substantial discussion.  

Late and Make-up Assignments 

All deliverables are due by 11:59 PM on the due dates indicated. When substantive emergencies 
occur, acceptance of late submissions is left to the discretion of the course instructor.  

Assignments that are submitted after the due date with prior written approval (text or email) 
from the instructor may receive the following deductions: 

1.  Late assignments are subject to a deduction of 10% of the available points for each day late. 

2.  Assignments submitted later than one week after due date will not be accepted and will 
receive a zero (0). 

3.  No work may be submitted after the last day of the course. 

4.  See Class Discussions for late discussion post policy. 
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Written Work 

• All graded assignments must be typewritten, as designated by the professor of 

record for the course. 

• All referenced materials must be presented according to the Publication Manual 

of the American Psychological Association (APA), based on the most current 

published edition. (current, 7th edition) (Except for English courses that specify 

use of MLA format.) 

• All required written assignments are due on the last night of each lesson week at 

11:59pm EST.  This information is included in the course scheduler and calendar 

of every course. 

• All written and graded assignments are considered the property of the College of 

Adult and Professional Studies and should be returned to the appropriate 

professor of record for the related course. 

• SafeAssign may be used to check for plagiarism. 

Grading Scale and Assigned Letter Grades 

Charleston Southern Online Undergraduate classes follow the following numerical and 
letter grading scale. Grades will be posted by the Sunday night following the closing of 
the Module. No grades will be given to students over the phone.  
A   = 90-100 

B+ = 87-89 

B   = 80-86 

C+ = 77-79 

C   = 70-76 

D   = 60-69 

F   = <60 
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Undergraduate Discussion Board Rubric – Introduction (First Week Only) 

Criteria Minimal Effective 

Pts Possible: 0 or 10 
 

Initial Post 
 

Introduction. 

Pts Possible: 0 
 

No post or did not follow 
instructions at all. 

 

Pts Possible: 10 
 

Posted following instructions. 

Pts Possible: 0 or 10 
 

Response Posts 
 

Welcome. 

Pts Possible: 0 
 

No post or did not follow 
instructions at all. 

Pts Possible: 10 
 

Posted following instructions. 

Participation – Students must meet initial and response post deadlines to be eligible for full points.  

Late initial posts may be accepted with a 33% reduction in the overall score assessed for each day late.  

Two response posts are required.  If only one is received, then the overall score will be reduced by 25%.  

If no response posts are received, then the overall score will be reduced by 50%. 
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Undergraduate Discussion Board Rubric (40 points possible) 
Rubric Criteria  Minimal  Competent  Effective  Mastery  
Pts Possible: 0 - 20  
 
Initial Post 
Understanding: 
Discovers and 
conveys 
understanding 
through relevant 
discussion with peers. 
Relevant and proper 
business writing and 
critical thought 
development. Posts 
timely. 
 
A minimum of 2 peer-
reviewed sources are 
cited in the post and 
listed in appropriate 
APA format at the 
end of the post. 
 

Pts Possible: 0 - 5  
Student provides 
weak contribution to 
the discussion board. 
Addresses the 
questions in a 
manner that is 
unclear or does not 
convey concept 
understanding.  
Shows evidence of 
critical thought but is 
not concise or 
complete.  Does not 
cite any peer-
reviewed sources.  
Post is less than 75 
words. 
0 points if post is not 
submitted by 11:59 
p.m. on Thursday. 

Pts Possible: 6 - 10 
Student makes 
contribution by 
making a mostly 
complete response to 
the questions. The 
contribution is mostly 
restatement of 
materials. Student 
conveys thoughts 
adequately; however, 
needs to further 
develop critical 
aspects.  Student 
cites 1 peer-reviewed 
source.  Not in 
appropriate APA 
format. A few writing 
errors. 
Post has between 75 
- 124 words.  

Pts Possible: 11-15 
Student advances the 
discussion and body 
of knowledge 
providing relevant, 
original thoughts to 
the question. Student 
conveys thoughts in a 
well- rounded 
manner that shows 
understanding, 
critical thought and 
application of 
concepts. Student 
cites 2 peer-reviewed 
sources in the body of 
the post. Not APA 
format. 
Well written. 
Post has between 
125 – 200 words.  

Pts Possible:16-20  
Student provides 
relevant and thought-
provoking viewpoints 
to the question. Post 
is innovative and 
indicates a high level 
of thought.  
Student writing 
shows a high level of 
critical thought, 
analysis and 
application of 
concepts and ideas. 
Student cites 2 peer-
reviewed sources in 
the body of the post 
in proper APA format. 
Very well-written.  
Post exceeds 200 
words. 

Pts Possible: 0 - 20  
Response Posts 
Discovers key areas of 
knowledge and 
concepts from peers. 
Furthers the body of 
knowledge by 
responding to peers’ 
posts with relevant 
and thought-
provoking comments. 
A minimum of 1 peer-
reviewed source is 
cited and listed in 
appropriate APA 
format at the end of 
each student 
response. 
 
0 points = no 
response posts. 
10 points = 1 
response post. 

Pts Possible: 0 - 5  
Student shows minor 
comprehension of the 
concepts and 
viewpoints from 
peers. The responses 
are vague and do not 
show understanding 
or integration. Poorly 
written.  Does not 
cite any peer-
reviewed sources.   
Post is less than 75 
words. 
 

Pts Possible: 6 - 10 
A student shows 
adequate 
understanding of the 
knowledge and 
concepts posted by 
peers. The responses 
are mostly “I agree...” 
Student cites 1 peer-
reviewed source.  
Peer reviewed source 
was somewhat 
relevant and 
published within past 
5 years. 
Post has between 75 
- 124 words. 

Pts Possible: 11-15  
Student advances the 
discussion providing 
additional 
commentary and 
critique. The 
responses are correct 
but mostly restate 
the peers’ viewpoints 
without development 
of critical thought.  
Student cites 2 peer-
reviewed sources. 
Peer-reviewed 
sources are relevant 
and were published 
within past 3 years.  
Post has between 
125- 150 words. 

Pts Possible: 16-20  
Student advances the 
discussion providing 
additional 
commentary that is 
relevant or offers an 
alternative. Critical 
thought development 
is evidenced by 
thoughtful and 
meaningful 
responses. Student 
cites 2 peer-reviewed 
sources, current and 
relevant publication.  
Published within past 
3 years.   
Each student 
response exceeds 150 
words. 

Participation – Students must meet initial and response post deadlines to be eligible for full points.  

Late initial posts may be accepted with a 33% reduction in the overall score assessed for each day late.  

Two response posts are required.  If only one is received, then the overall score will be reduced by 25%.  

If no response posts are received, then the overall score will be reduced by 50%. 
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Undergraduate Assignment/Case Study/Course Project Rubric (75 points total) 

Criteria Minimal Competent Effective Mastery 

Pts Possible: 0 - 50 
 
Critical & Clear 
 
Addresses the 
Problem/Issue 
presented directly.  
Demonstrates 
active critical 
thinking relevant to 
problem 
identification and 
effective solutions. 

Pts Possible: 0 - 12 
 
Work did not 
consistently meet 
expectations, as 
significant details 
of the assignment 
are not addressed. 
Lacks critical 
thought, analysis 
and application.  
 
 

Pts Possible: 13-25 
 
Comprehension is 
not shown 
consistently 
throughout the 
assignment. 
Marginal 
responses; content, 
concepts, 
ideas/responses 
not fully 
developed.   
 

Pts Possible:  26-39 
 
Demonstrates 
satisfactory 
understanding but 
does not answer all 
questions/scenario 
in full. 
Demonstrates 
some knowledge of 
the content and 
business 
vocabulary.   

Pts Possible: 40-50 
 
Relevant used of 
vocabulary and 
applied throughout 
the assignment. 
Demonstrates 
superior knowledge 
of concepts and 
theories. 
 
 

Pts Possible: 0 – 25 
 
Properly Written 
 
Structure and 
Writing including 
effective use of 
peer-reviewed 
resources and APA 
6th edition 
formatting. 

Pts Possible: 0 - 9 
 
Work does not 
meet expectations. 
Relevant critical 
thought/analysis is 
not demonstrated 
in the assignment. 
Partially addresses 
the topic. Does not 
follow APA 6th 
edition. 
No use of peer-
reviewed 
resources. 
<300 words 
 

 

Pts Possible: 10 - 14 
 
Comprehension is 
not demonstrated. 
Grammar/spelling 
errors; unorganized 
deliverable. Lacks 
focus on content.  
Does not follow 
APA 6th edition. 
 
Peer-reviewed 
resources are not 
current or are not 
effective. 
300-400 words 

Pts Possible: 15 - 19 
 
Organized 
deliverable, 
directions followed. 
Content needs 
additional focus for 
innovative 
responses other 
than restatement 
of text.  
Appropriate APA 
formatting is seen, 
but not extensive. 
Provides some 
relevant, current 
peer-reviewed 
resources. 
401-500 words 
 

Pts Possible: 20 - 25 
 
Relevant use of 
vocabulary and 
professional writing 
structure. Well-
organized response 
of at least 1-full 
page that fully and 
completely address 
all the 
criteria/questions 
using proper APA 
6th edition 
formatting. 
Provides 
appropriate, 
relevant and 
current peer-
reviewed sources 
as directed in the 
assignment. 
>500 words 

 
 
 
 


