
THEA 211: Introduction to Theatre   

Prerequisite(s): COMM 110 Public Speaking 

Credits: 3 

I.  Course Description 

This course is an introduction to the practice of theatre.  The idea is to gain an 

understanding of theatre as a performance-based art and how it may differ from other 

media (TV, film, written work). This class will be highly driven by your participation in 

the class discussion of readings, lesson presentations, etc. You are responsible for any 

information covered in those discussions as much as you are responsible for material 

covered in the text as well as on posted videos.  

 
 II. Course Objectives 

1. Examine theatre as a performance-based art. 

2. Effectively assess theatre as a performance-based art. 

3. Describe the relationship and relevance of the performing arts to their everyday 

lives. 

4. Explore the history of theatre. 

5. Discuss performance/production topics such as playwriting, acting, directing, and 

the theatre industry. 

6. Discuss the elements of theatrical design 

 
III. Course Textbooks and Reading Materials  

Theatre, Brief 
12th Edition 
By Robert Cohen 
with Connect Access 
 

• Connect Access Card for Theatre, Brief, ISBN: 9781260493603 

• Bundled loose-leaf textbook and Connect Access card, ISBN: 9781260722024. 
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Additional Required Texts – Tree of Life Bookstore info - 
https://csu.treeoflifebooks.com/#/landing 
 
ROMEO AND JULIET by William Shakespeare 
FENCES by August Wilson 
DOG LADY by Milcha Sanchez Scott 
I AND YOU by Lauren Gunderson 
 
 
In addition to the reading material above, you will:  

• Participate in two (2) Discussion Boards per week (typical) 

• View Slide Presentations 

• Watch Video Presentations 

• Complete Smart Book (SB) Quizzes 

The order in which you perform the tasks may vary from week to week but knowledge 
of the theatre will be gained through your processing of multiple forms of information 
delivery (the unique combination of all of the material) – Discussions, slides, videos, 
readings from the plays and the textbook, plus quizzes.   
 
IV. Weekly Information 
 

Module One – Week 1 

Course Introduction – Theatre Origins 
 
Objectives 

At the end of this Module, you should be able to: 

• Identify Theatre Traditions such as ritual and storytelling and their impact on 

theatre and our world 

• Introduce yourself and meet your classmates 

• Begin TWO types of Discussion Boards: You will answer a question then you can 

“Ask Jaime” a question. The hope is to test your knowledge while also providing 

a space to develop your knowledge through discussion with me. 

Reading 

Chapter 7 Theatre Traditions plus the play, Romeo and Juliet 
-Here are the subheadings to read-Ritual, storytelling, Traditional Drama in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, Greek, Roman, Medieval, and Renaissance, Indian Sanskrit, Chinese Xiqu, and 
Japanese Kabuki. 
Chapter 14 The Renaissance is an extra resource to you.  

Lecture 

https://csu.treeoflifebooks.com/#/landing
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Week One PowerPoint 

Week One Videos 

Deliverables  

Discussion: Introductions 

Discussion: Ask Jaime about Theatre Traditions 

Quiz: Romeo and Juliet 

SB Quizzes: Ch 7 Theatre Traditions 

 

NOTE: COMPREHENSIVE FINAL PAPER is due at the END of Week 7.  

(Also not that this class has no typical midterm or final. SB quizzes each week will act as 

a midterm and this paper will be the final).  

 

So I would suggest framing the semester with this paper in mind. There will be plays 

provided, but you are also welcome to find your own. It must be approved in advance 

by the instructor. Below are the guidelines. Email me if you have any questions 

(jmwilliams@csuniv.edu). 

  
Submit a 5-7 page COMPREHENSIVE essay (double-spaced) discussing a play you’ve 
chosen to watch. This play can be realistic, anti-realistic, a musical, or anything in 
between. I will provide some performances you can choose from, but you are also 
available to find your own. Please be sure to confirm your play choice with me. This 
essay will be COMPREHENSIVE meaning it will cover and test your knowledge on the 
whole semester’s material. If you follow the guidelines, support your opinions with 
observations from the performance and demonstrate your knowledge of course 
content, you will receive full credit.  
 
 
Here are the guidelines: 
Introduction 
-what performance did you watch? Who produced it?  
-identify theatre traditions such as ritual and storytelling in the show. How was ritual 
used in telling the story? 
-identify the playwright and discuss their “event writing”. What event(s) were crucial to 
the telling of this story?  
 
 
Body 
-In Your Opinion- How did the performers, directors, and designers communicate the 
events and purpose of the play? Discuss theatrical elements (such as acting, directing, all 
forms of design and tech) to support your opinion and observations whether they 

mailto:jmwilliams@csuniv.edu
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worked to either positively or negatively support the purpose of the play. I am most 
concerned about you supporting your opinions with specific and detailed 
understanding.  
-Was this play realistic, anti-realistic, a musical, or something in between? How does 
that play into the acting or design?  
-Be sure to think critically and use specific examples from the performance and course 
material. Become the expert and speak as one.  
 
 
Conclusion 
-What did you learn about theatre watching and studying this show? 
-Compare and contrast your understanding of theatre before this course and now. 
-This is an opportunity to apply the knowledge you’ve been getting through the readings 
and discussions. Use the essay to express your new-found knowledge. 
 
EXTRA RESOURCE: See APPENDIX: Enjoy the Play at the end of Chapter 17 (page 475) 
 
 

Module Two – Week 2 

The Playwright 
 
Objectives 

At the end of this Module, you should be able to: 

• Learn about the Playwright, Wheelwright, and Event Writer 

• Discuss inspirations of Joe Turner’s Come and Gone and how that informs your 

reading of Fences. 

• Become familiar with the playwright, August Wilson 

Reading 

Chapter 4 The Playwright plus the play, Fences 
-Here are the subheadings to read: Playwrighting as Event Writing and The Playwrights 
Process 

Lecture 

Week Two PowerPoint 

Week Two Video 

Deliverables  

Discussion: Playwright: Wheelwright vs Event Writer? 

Discussion: Ask Jaime about Fences 

Quiz: Fences 
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SB Quizzes: Chapter 4- The Playwright 

 
Module Three – Week 3 

The Actor – The Director 
 

Objectives 

At the end of this Module, you should be able to: 

• Discuss the basics of Acting and Directing 

• Identify the two main methods of Acting 

• Identify the role of the director 

 

Reading 

Chapters 3 The Actor and 6 The Director 
Here are the subheadings to read in Chapter 3: Approaches to Acting and Becoming an 
Actor. For Chapter 6: Introduction, Historical Overview, and The Directing Process: Step 
by Step. 
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Lecture 

Week Three PowerPoint 

Week Three Video 

Deliverables  

Discussion: Acting 

Discussion: Ask Jaime about Directing 

SB Quizzes: Chapter 3: The Actor and Chapter 6: The Director 

 
Module Four – Week 4 

The Designers and Technicians 

 
Objectives 

At the end of this Module, you should be able to: 

• List the major design elements in the theatre as well as the work of technicians 

• Discuss types of theatre spaces 

• Elaborate on how design impacts storytelling in the theatre 

Reading 

Chapter 5- The Designers and Technicians 
Here are the subheadings to read: Scenery, Lighting, Costumes, Makeup, Sound Design, 
Puppets and Projections, Special Effects, Digital Technologies in Theatre Design, and The 
Technical Production Team. 

Lecture 

Week Four PowerPoint 

Week Four Videos 

Deliverables  

Discussion: Theatre Spaces 

Discussion: Ask Jaime about Design 

SB Quizzes- Chapter 5- The Designers and Technicians 

 

Module Five – Week 5 

Realism 
 
Objectives 

At the end of this Module, you should be able to: 
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• Identify realistic elements of theatre presentation 

• Discuss realistic elements of Fences and Dog Lady 

• Discuss Stanislavsky and realistic acting and Ibsen and realistic playwrighting 

Reading 

Chapter 17 The Modern Theatre - Realism and the play, Dog Lady 
Here are the subheadings to read- Realism: Likeness to Life and American Realism  

Lecture 

Week Five PowerPoint 

Week Five Video 

Deliverables  

Discussion: Realism- Ibsen vs Stanislavski? Fences and Dog Lady? 

Discussion: Ask Jaime about Realistic Acting 

SB Quizzes: Chapter 17 – The Modern Theatre Realism 

Quiz: Dog Lady 

 
Module Six – Week 6 

Musical Theatre 
 
Objectives 

At the end of this Module, you should be able to: 

• Identify the defining concepts of musical theatre 

• Discuss the major players in the development of musical theatre 

• Ask questions about the hit musical, Hamilton. 

Reading 

Chapter 9 - Musical Theatre (whole chapter) 

Lecture 

Week Six PowerPoint 

Week Six Video 

Deliverables  

Discussion: Musical Theatre –What makes it SO popular? 

Discussion: Ask Jaime about Hamilton 

SB Quizzes- Chapter 9 Musical Theatre 
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Module Seven – Week 7 

Antirealism – Avant Garde 
 
Objectives 

At the end of this Module, you should be able to: 

• Identify key elements of the Antirealism/Theatricalism and Avant Garde 

• Compare and Contrast Alienation and Absurdity 

• Learn the “Isms” and stylizations 

 

Reading 

Chapter 18 The Modern Theatre – Antirealism (whole chapter) and the play, I and You 

Lecture 

Week Seven PowerPoint 

Week Seven Video 

Deliverables  

Discussion: Theatricalism- Brecht's Alienation vs Beckett’s Absurdity 

Discussion: Ask Jaime about Antirealism/Theatricalism 

SB Quizzes- Chapter 18 The Modern Theatre - Antirealism 

Comprehensive Final Paper 
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V. Course Information and Grading 
Discussion Boards            30%  
Quizzes                             3 0% (20% SB and 10% Play Quizzes) 
Paper                                40%    
______________________________                                   

        100% 
 

Class Discussions 

Successful online learning requires active and meaningful participation in the Discussion 
Board Forum. Critical thinking, appropriate use of judgment and professional comments 
are required for all responses.  Simple agreement or disagreement with a fellow student 
does not constitute a quality response.  Student opinions are important but must be 
supported by relevant data obtained in the literature or text. 
  

1. One initial discussion board post is due by the fourth day (Thursday @ 11:59 pm) 

of each weekly module and two response posts are due by the last day (Sunday 

@ 11:59 pm) of each weekly module. 

a. Undergraduate Word Count Requirements: 

i. Initial post must be >200 words 

ii. Responses must be >150 words 

b. Graduate Word Count Requirements: 

i. Initial post must be >250 words 

ii. Responses must be >200 words 

 

2. Participation – Students must meet initial and response post deadlines to be 

eligible for full points.  Late initial posts may be accepted with a 33% reduction in 

the overall score assessed for each day late.  Two response posts are required.  If 

only one is received, then the overall score will be reduced by 25%.  If no 

response posts are received, then the overall score will be reduced by 50%. 

 

3. Students should be respectful and write in a proper and professional manner. 

4. Ask Jaime discussions DO NOT need to follow the length requirement, 
however there must be thought put into the question. I will respond. So be 
sure to look back and be willing to engage in discussion. 
 

Please refer to the Discussion Board Rubric located within course syllabus for specific 

requirements and guidance on delivering a substantial discussion.  

Late and Make-up Assignments 
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All deliverables are due by 11:59 PM on the due dates indicated. When substantive 
emergencies occur, acceptance of late submissions is left to the discretion of the course 
instructor.  

Assignments that are submitted after the due date with prior written approval (text or 
email) from the instructor may receive the following deductions: 

1.  Late assignments are subject to a deduction of 10% of the available points for 
each day late. 

2.  Assignments submitted later than one week after due date will not be 
accepted and will receive a zero (0). 

3.  No work may be submitted after the last day of the course. 

4.  See Class Discussions for late discussion post policy. 

Written Work 

• All graded assignments must be typewritten, as designated by the professor of 

record for the course. 

• All referenced materials must be presented according to the Publication Manual 

of the American Psychological Association (APA), based on the most current 

published edition. (current, 7th edition) (Except for English courses that specify 

use of MLA format.) 

• All required written assignments are due on the last night of each lesson week at 

11:59pm EST.  This information is included in the course scheduler and calendar 

of every course. 

• All written and graded assignments are considered the property of the College of 

Adult and Professional Studies and should be returned to the appropriate 

professor of record for the related course. 

• SafeAssign may be used to check for plagiarism. 

 
Grading Scale and Assigned Letter Grades 
Charleston Southern Online Undergraduate classes follow the following numerical and 
letter grading scale. Grades will be posted by the Sunday night following the closing of 
the Module. No grades will be given to students over the phone.  

A    = 90-100 

B+ =  87-89 

B    =  80-86 

C+  = 77-79 
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C    = 70-76 

D   =  60-69 

F   = <60 

 

Undergraduate Discussion Board Rubric – Introduction (First week only) 

Criteria Minimal Effective 

Percent Possible: 0 or 50 
 

Initial Post 
 

Introduction. 

Percent Possible: 0 
 

No post or did not follow 
instructions at all. 

 

Percent Possible: 50 
 

Posted following instructions. 

Percent Possible: 0 or 50 
 

Response Posts 
 

Welcome. 

Percent Possible: 0 
 

No post or did not follow 
instructions at all. 

Percent Possible: 50 
 

Posted following instructions. 
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Discussion Board Initial Post Rubric – Undergraduate 

Initial Post 

Rubric 
Content Support & References 

Mechanics & 

Length 

Mastery 

90-100% 

• Relevant and thought-provoking 

viewpoints 

• Innovative and indicates a high 

level of thought 

• High level of critical thought, 

analysis, and application of 

concepts and ideas 

• Student cites 2 

peer-reviewed 

sources in the body 

of the posts 

• Proper APA format 

• Post exceeds 

200 words 

• Very well 

written 

Effective 

80-89% 

• Advances the discussion and 

body of knowledge providing 

relevant, original thoughts to the 

question 

• Conveys thoughts in a well-

rounded manner that show 

understanding, critical thought, 

and application of concepts 

• Student cites 2 

peer-reviewed 

sources in the body 

of the post 

• Not in appropriate 

APA format 

• Post 178-200 

words 

• Well written 

Competent 

70-79% 

• Makes mostly complete 

response to the questions 

• Mostly restatement of materials 

• Conveys thoughts adequately; 

however, need to further 

develop critical aspects 

• Student cites 1 

peer-reviewed 

source.  

• Not in appropriate 

APA format 

• Post is 158-178 

words 

• A few writing 

errors 

Minimal 

0-69% 

• Provides weak contribution to 

the discussion board 

• Does not convey concept 

understanding 

• Shows evidence of critical 

thought but is not concise or 

complete 

• Does not cite any 

peer-reviewed 

sources 

• Addresses 

questions in a 

manner that is 

unclear 

• Not appropriate 

APA format 

• Post is less 

than 158 words 

• Poorly written 

• 0 points for 

posts 

submitted after 

11:59 PM EST 

on Thursday 
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Discussion Board Peer Response Rubric – Undergraduate 

Peer 

Response 

Rubric 

Content 
Support & 

References 

Mechanics & 

Length 

Mastery 

90-100% 

• Advances discussion providing 

additional commentary that is 

relevant or offers an alternative 

• Critical thought development is 

evidenced by thoughtful and 

meaningful responses 

• Source is relevant and published 

in last 3 years 

• Student cites 2 

peer-reviewed 

sources in the 

body of the 

posts 

• Proper APA 

format 

• Post exceeds 150 

words 

• Very well written 

Effective 

80-89% 

• Advances discussion providing 

additional commentary and 

critique 

• Responses are correct but mostly 

restate the peers’ viewpoints 

without development of critical 

thought 

• Source is relevant and published 

in last 3 years 

• Student cites 2 

peer-reviewed 

sources 

• Not in 

appropriate APA 

format 

• Post is 133-150 

words 

• Well written 

Competent 

70-79% 

• Shows adequate understanding of 

the knowledge and concepts 

posted by peers 

• Responses are mostly, “I agree…” 

• Source is somewhat relevant and 

published in last 5 years 

• Student cites 1 

peer-reviewed 

source 

• Not in 

appropriate APA 

format 

• Post is 118-132 

words 

• A few writing 

errors. 

Minimal 

0-69% 

• Shows minor comprehension of 

concepts and viewpoints from 

peers. 

• Responses are vague and do not 

show understanding or 

comprehension 

• Does not cite 

any peer-

reviewed 

sources 

• Not appropriate 

APA format 

• Post 0-118 

words 

• Poorly written 

• 0 points for 

posts submitted 

after 11:59 PM 

EST on Sunday 
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6.5.3 Essay Rubric 

Criteria Minimal Competent Effective Mastery 

Pts Possible: 0 - 50 
 
Critical & Clear 
 
Addresses the 
Problem/Issue 
presented directly.  
Demonstrates 
active critical 
thinking relevant to 
problem 
identification and 
effective solutions. 

Pts Possible: 0 - 12 
 
Work did not 
consistently meet 
expectations, as 
significant details of 
the assignment are 
not addressed. 
Lacks critical 
thought, analysis 
and application. 

Pts Possible: 13-25 
 
Comprehension is 
not shown 
consistently 
throughout the 
assignment. 
Marginal responses; 
content, concepts, 
ideas/responses not 
fully developed.   
 

Pts Possible:  26-39 
 
Demonstrates 
satisfactory 
understanding but 
does not answer all 
questions/scenario 
in full. 
Demonstrates some 
knowledge of the 
content and 
business vocabulary 

Pts Possible: 40-50 
 
Relevant used of 
vocabulary and 
applied throughout 
the assignment. 
Demonstrates 
superior knowledge 
of concepts and 
theories. 
 

Pts Possible: 0 – 50 
 
Properly Written 
 
Structure and 
Writing including 
effective use of 
peer-reviewed 
resources and APA 
6th edition 
formatting. 

Pts Possible: 0 - 12 
 
Work does not 
meet expectations. 
Relevant critical 
thought/analysis is 
not demonstrated 
in the assignment. 
Partially addresses 
the topic. Does not 
follow APA 6th 
edition.  
No use of peer-
reviewed 
resources. 
<500 words 
 

Pts Possible: 13-25 
 
Comprehension is 
not demonstrated. 
Grammar/spelling 
errors; unorganized 
deliverable. Lacks 
focus on content. 
Does not follow 
APA 6th edition. 
Peer-reviewed 
resources are not 
current or are not 
effective. 600-750 
words 

Pts Possible: 26-39 
 
Organized 
deliverable, 
directions followed. 
Content needs 
additional focus for 
innovative 
responses other 
than restatement of 
text. Appropriate 
APA formatting is 
seen, but not 
extensive.  
Provides some 
relevant, current 
peer-reviewed 
resources. 751-
1000 words 

Pts Possible: 40-50 
 
Relevant use of 
vocabulary and 
professional writing 
structure. Well-
organized response 
of at least 1-full 
page that fully and 
completely address 
all the 
criteria/questions 
using proper APA 
6th edition 
formatting. 
Provides 
appropriate, 
relevant and 
current peer-
reviewed sources 
as directed in the 
assignment. >1000 
words 
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