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PSY 101: General Psychology 
Fall 2021 1st 4- Week Session 
College of Southern Nevada 
 
Section Information 
Section: 1401 
Time:  24/7 
Meeting Days: Daily 
Location: Online 
 
Instructor Information  
Dr. Andrea Brown 
E-mail: CANVAS Inbox 
Virtual Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:00-1:00 pm via Big Blue Button 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Required Textbook:  Meyer, D. G., & DeWall, C. N. (2020). Psychology in everyday life. 5th edition. New 
York, NY: Worth Publishers.  

Please see Course Home Page in Canvas for additional information about how to purchase the required 
textbook and access code for Launchpad.    

Course Description 

General Psychology is the study of the principles of human behavior, including motivation, perception, 
learning, and personality development. 

Course Objectives 

1. Students will be able to define the term "psychology" and demonstrate knowledge of the basic 
vocabulary of the discipline. 

2. Students should demonstrate knowledge of the historical perspectives in Psychology. 
3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the psychologist's task of defining behavior. 
4. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the sub-fields of psychology and identify the parameters of 

these sub-fields. 
5. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the basic physiology of the human brain and neuronal 

transmission. 
6. Students will be able to identify the major psychological theories and current perspectives that are used 

to assess behavior. 
7. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of measurement and prediction in psychology.  
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Academic Integrity, Students’ Rights and Classroom Conduct Expectations 
 

Academic Integrity 
 
Please make yourself familiar with the CSN’s Student Academic Integrity Policy 
(https://at.csn.edu/documents/student-academic-integrity-policy). There will be zero tolerance for 
plagiarism and cheating. Copying and pasting from the Internet or paraphrasing a few words is not an 
acceptable practice in college. Not knowing the rules for plagiarism will not be an acceptable excuse. If you are 
unsure about what it is and is not plagiarism, you can learn more about it by speaking to staff at a CSN 
campus writing center or library or consulting the CSN Library Services’ Plagiarism guide: 
http://libguides.csn.edu/research-101/cite. The minimum sanction for plagiarism is an F on the assignment; 
repeated offenses carry an F for the class as the minimum penalty.  
 
Students’ Rights and Responsibility  
When you choose to become a student at CSN, you accept the rights and responsibilities of membership in 
CSN’s academic and social community.  You can find policies covering students such as the Student Conduct, 
Students’ Right to Know, Students’ Academic Integrity, and Disruptive and Abusive Student in the following 
locations: 
• Catalog and Student Handbook: https://www.csn.edu/catalog in the Policies and Procedures section. 
• CSN Website: https://www.csn.edu/policies-procedures under the heading “Student Policies.” 
 

Safety and Risk Assumption 
 
Public Health Directives (COVID-19) 
 
Students must follow all active CSN public health directives while enrolled in this class. Properly worn face 
coverings are mandatory for all faculty and students in the classroom as well as on campus. CSN public health 
directives are found at https://at.csn.edu/covid-19. Students who do not comply with these directives will be 
asked to leave the classroom. Refusal to follow the guidelines may result in further disciplinary action 
according to the CSN Student Conduct Code 
https://www.csn.edu/sites/default/files/documents/student_conduct_code_policy_1.pdf, including being 
dropped from the course. 
 
Safety Procedures 
 
Approved classroom safety procedures are posted in each classroom and are to be followed.  Students are to 
familiarize themselves with the nearest exit to use during fire alarm exercises.  Do NOT use the elevators 
during these drills.  Students will take ALL personal belongings with them when exiting the building.  No 
student will be allowed back into the facility until all clear is given. 
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Course Requirements & Student Responsibilities 

Participation  

This is an online course and your participation in Online Discussions and interactive activities substitute for 
the time that you would have spent in traditional lecture.   

You are EXPECTED to complete and submit all quizzes and chapter activities that are included in the Modules 
and Launchpad by the due dates.  Due dates for assignments are in several places including: the Course 
Schedule at the end of the syllabus, in Canvas, and in Launchpad.   

Policy on Late Work: Late work is not accepted.  Students are expected to work consistently on assignments.  
Grace periods of 10 and 15 minutes are allotted for select course requirements (e.g., Learning Curves and 
Chapter Quizzes). Chapter Quizzes are open for 1 full week. There are some weeks where more than 1 quiz is 
due. Plan accordingly.  Learning Curve and other activities for each chapter are open throughout the semester. 
In other words—you can work ahead.  ���� 

Preparation 

Students are also expected to keep track of due dates and consistently work on Chapter Module activities and 
assignments.  There are several short, graded activities within each Chapter Module, students who 
procrastinate, will have difficulty meeting requirements by the deadlines.  If you pace yourself and do not 
have an “all or nothing” or cram at the last-minute approach to the course, you will succeed!  

I am available to assist you with questions via Canvas. Students requiring additional assistance will be referred 
to tutoring services, tech support etc. for support beyond that which I am able to provide via email. 

Students are expected to check CSN email accounts and class announcements/messages, grades etc. in 
Canvas regularly for updates, due dates and to monitor progress.  
Students are also generally expected to complete the following tasks on a weekly basis: 

1. Review Announcements (when available) 
2. Complete assigned readings 
3.  
4. Work through each item included in the Chapter Modules (e.g., videos, quizzes, and other interactive 

activities) 
5. Weekly assignments are due on Sundays by 11:59 PM PST 
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Course Requirements & Student Responsibilities 

Online Classroom Conduct 

Instructors have the responsibility to set and maintain standards of classroom behavior appropriate to the 
discipline and method of instruction. No objectionable materials or language will be used during this class. 
This includes all possible modes of the class: online and in person. The instructor will make the final 
determination regarding any objectionable materials or language. Students may not engage in activities the 
instructor deems disruptive or counterproductive to the goals of the class. Instructors have the right to remove 
offending students from class. 

• Students are expected to proofread his/her posts prior to submission.  
• Avoid slang, profanity, and overall disrespectful and/or informal tone and language in your posts 
• Respect differing opinions—disrespect is not tolerated 
• Students who exhibit behavior that is insubordinate, disruptive, and disrespectful to classmates 

and/or the instructor will be sanctioned. 
• We will treat each other with respect as we explore psychology of adjustment throughout this 

semester.   
• Students are encouraged to reflect on course content and are under no obligation to share 

information that is too “personal”.  
 

Introductions and Syllabus Agreement (5% of Final Grade)  
Due on Sunday, September 5,2021 by 11:59 PM PST 

Students are required to introduce themselves during the first week of the semester.  Participating in the 
Introduction Discussion provides you with an opportunity to get to know each other and take comfort in 
knowing that you are not alone ����.  

Students are required to read the syllabus and complete the Syllabus Agreement activity in Canvas by the end 
of the first week of the semester.  In so doing, you acknowledge that you read the syllabus, understand the 
syllabus, the policies and agree to follow them.  The Syllabus Agreement and the Introduction Discussion are 
at the end of the Canvas Module: Start Here.   
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Course Requirements & Student Responsibilities 

Chapter Quizzes (50 % of Final Grade) Due on Sundays by 11:59 PM PST 
 

Policy on Late Work: Students are NOT PERMITTED to make-up missed quizzes. Time management is 
essential for success in the course. 

Quizzes will be available for you to take at your convenience for 1 week.  All quizzes should be taken in 1 
sitting—students are unable to stop and start the quiz—attempts to do so result in a lower quiz score or a 
zero. Each student has 2 attempts on each quiz. The highest grade is kept.  

Chapter Quizzes are in each Chapter Module. Students are required to take chapter quizzes throughout the 
semester. There are multiple quizzes assigned in some weeks. Chapter Quizzes are worth 15 points and are 
timed. Each quiz should be submitted on or before the scheduled deadline.  There are 12 quizzes; the lowest 
quiz grade earned will be dropped from Chapter Quizzes #1-#12. Students also have a 10-minute grace period 
(12:09 AM PST) to complete Learning Curves.  

Learning Curve (20% of Final Grade) Due on Sundays by 11:59 PM PST 

The publishers of the required textbook and learning management system, Launchpad describe learning curve 
as an “adaptive game-like quizzing that helps students focus on the material they need most help with. When 
they get a question wrong, feedback tells them why and links them to the book for review—and then they get 
a chance to try again” (Macmillan Learning, n.d.).  If you would like more information about Learning Curve 
at any point in the course, watch: Take a Tour of Learning Curve on YouTube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EKl0GWdPbw&t=3s 

Each Chapter Module includes 2-3 Learning Curve activities.  It is ESSENTIAL that you read the assigned 
chapters in the e-book or loose-leaf version of the textbook to meet the “target score.” After you respond 
correctly to a series of questions, you meet the “target score” and receive an automatic 5 points for the activity.  
The lowest Learning Curve score will be dropped and not factored into your final grade earned in the 
course. Students also have a 10-minute grace period (12:09 AM PST) to complete Learning Curves.  

Video Activities (15% of Final Grade) Due on Sundays by 11:59 PM PST 

Each Chapter Module includes videos.  Select videos are assigned and include brief quizzes (around 5 
questions) about the video. Videos are included in the course to provide you with “learning beyond the 
textbook” and to help illustrate some psychological concepts. There is no grace period for the Video Activities 
that are assigned. Students are expected to complete the assigned Video Activities by the due dates specified in 
the Course Schedule, in Canvas, and in Launchpad. 2 of the lowest Video Activity quiz grades earned will be 
dropped and not factor into your final grade earned in the course.   
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Course Requirements & Student Responsibilities 

Assess Your Strengths (10% of Final Grade) Due on Sundays by 11:59 PM PST 

These activities appear in select Chapter Modules.  They are opportunities for you to reflect about 
psychological topics, concepts or research and reflect on how they apply to your lives. I think that you will be 
pleasantly surprised by how interesting they are! The Assess Your Strengths assignments should be completed 
by the due date. Students automatically receive 5 points upon completion of the activity.  All the Assess Your 
Strength activities count toward the final grade that you earn in the course.

Grading Criteria 

Final Grades 

Introductions and Syllabus Agreement      20 
(5% of Final Grade) 

Learning Curve (20% of Final Grade)       135 

Video Activities (15% of Final Grade)      75 

Assess Your Strengths (10% of Final Grade)      35 

Chapter Quizzes (50% of Final Grade; 15 points x 11)    165 

____________________________________________ 

 Total # of points possible                                                                 430     

Grades will be available via CANVAS throughout the semester so that students can track their progress.   

Grading Scale 

A=95%-100% B+=87% to 89%  C+=77% to 79% D+=67% to 69% F= 0-59% 
A- =90%-94% B=84-86%  C=74%-76%  D=64%-66%   
 B- =80%-83% C-=70%-73% D-=60%-63%  

 

 

 

 



7 
 

Student Support Services 
 
CSN Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement and  
Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
The College of Southern Nevada is committed to making physical facilities and instructional programs 
accessible to students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in 
this class and for which you may require accommodations, please visit the Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
so that such accommodations can be considered. All discussions will remain confidential. The Disability 
Resource Center (DRC) has offices at all three campus locations as the focal point for coordination of services 
for students with disabilities. If you have a physical, emotional, or mental disability that “substantially limits 
one or more major life activities (including walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and 
working),” and will require accommodation in this class, please contact the DRC at WC (702) 651-5644 , or 
email at WCDRCStaff@csn.edu at NLV (702) 651-4045, or email at CYDRCStaff@csn.edu and at HNC (702) 651-
3795, or email at HCDRCStaff@csn.edu. For Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services contact (702) 651- 4448, or 
email at Deaf.HH.Services@csn.edu. Students that receive accommodation letters, please meet with me to 
discuss the provisions of those accommodations as soon as possible. 
 
Centers for Academic Success 
Centers for Academic Success (CAS) provides quality DROP-IN academic assistance to all students enrolled in 
for-credit courses at CSN. CAS Tutors are available online through Smarthinking, which is accessed in the 
Canvas online learning management system. View a tutorial video on how to access CSN Tutors/Learning 
Assistants online at How to Access CSN Tutors in Smarthinking. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uJB9po-mRFk) You may choose “Submit a Question” if you don’t have 
time for a live session. A Tutor responds to offline questions within 24 hours. Contact us at one of campus 
phone numbers, and we will assist you with accessing all learning support. Academic learning support 
includes assistance with placement test preparation, learning strategies, Canvas, Smarthinking online tutoring, 
Microsoft Office, reading, writing, oral presentations, math, and science. CAS Tutors also provide support in 
facilitating study groups. You may experience embedded learning assistance in one of your first-year courses. 
Professors and CAS Staff will make you aware of how to access services as part of your course curriculum. 
CAS is open Monday through Sunday to be more accessible to all students – Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. and Friday – Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Smarthinking tutors are available 24/7. You may 
visit www.csn.edu/centers-academic-success for more details or contact us at one of our offices during our 
regular operational hours: Charleston Centers 702–651 – 5732, North Las Vegas Learning Commons 702–651–
4232, Henderson Learning Commons 702–651–3125  
 
Canvas Computer Instructions & Technology Help Desk 
The Canvas Student Quick Start Guide be found at http://guides.instructure.com/m/8470.  The entire 
Student Guide may be found at http://guides.instructure.com/m/4212.  Telephone Support for Distance 
Education students having problems logging into a course, using course web site tools, or other technical 
problems can be found by contacting the CSN Technology Help Desk locally at 702–651–4357, or via 1-800–
630–7563 toll-free, 24 hours/day, 7 days/week. 
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Student Support Services 

Counseling and Retention Services 

Helps students select courses, complete degree audits, obtain transfer information, and provide personalized 
assistance in developing educational and vocational plans appropriate to personal interests and abilities. 
Visit: Counseling & Retention Services  for more information.    

Advising & Coaching Services  
Advisor/Success Coaches help students assess academic strengths and limitations, learn academic success 
strategies, explore careers, declare a major, navigate the educational system, access campus and community 
resources, and connect to campus life. The department also manages the CSN Faculty E-Alert System assisting 
instructional staff by working with students on strategies and interventions that lead to successful course 
completion.  Contact Information: Charleston Campus: Building D – Student Services Area: 702–651–5670, 
North Las Vegas Campus: Student Services Area: 702–651–4049, Henderson Campus: Building B – Room 120: 
702 – 651–3165. https://www.csn.edu/advising 
 
College Library Services  
CSN Libraries provides support for students completing assignments that require research and the use of 
information. Librarians are available to students for one-on-one assistance locating and citing quality 
information either online https://library.csn.edu/ask/ or at one of our campus libraries. Find more 
information on our website https://library.csn.edu/ 
 
TRIO Student Support Services  

One- stop shop for first-generation college, financial aid-eligible and disabled students offering tutoring, 
academic advising, career exploration, college-transfer assistance, and development of college success 
strategies. Contact information: North Las Vegas Campus: Building E Room 109: 702–651–4441 or 
https://www.csn.edu/trio 

CSN Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) 
The Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) offers short-term, problem-focused counseling to CSN 
students who may feel overwhelmed by the responsibilities of college, work, family, and relationships. 
Clinicians are available to help students cope with stresses and personal issues that may interfere with their 
ability to perform in school. The service is provided confidentially and free to currently enrolled students. To 
schedule an appointment, please call CAPS at West Charleston 70 –651–5518, or at North Las Vegas 702–651–
4099, or at Henderson 702 –651–3099. 
 
Early Alert Referral Program  

Early Alert Referral Program (MyCoyotePLAN) – A referral program to connect students with college 
resources when assistance is needed to achieve success.  Referrals may be initiated by faculty and staff as well 
by students through MyCoyotePLAN. After a referral is submitted, students will receive an email notification 
and will be contacted by the department to which they were referred to help. 

Student Refund Policy CSN has a new student refund policy for course withdrawal. Information can 
be located at https://at.csn.edu/documents/tuition-refund-policy  
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PSY 101: General Psychology Fall 2021 Course Schedule (1401) 
*Professor reserves the right to make changes to course schedule during the semester to accommodate learning goals and objectives. 
**Chapter 5: Sensation and Perception and Chapter 9: Motivation and Emotion are omitted. 
 

Dates Topics Assigned Readings and Module 
Activities 

Chapter Quizzes 

Week # 
1 
8/30-
9/5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Psychology’s Roots, Big Ideas and Critical 
Thinking Tools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Biology of Mind and Consciousness 

Introductions Discussion 
Syllabus Acknowledgment 
 
Due: Sunday, 9/5 by 11:59 PM 
PST 
 
Chapter 1 
Learning Curves:   
 
1a and 1b 
Video Activities: 
Critical Thinking 
Experimental Design 
 
Chapter 2 
Learning Curves: 
2a, 2b, and 2c 
 
Video Activities: 
The Neuron 
Planning, Life Goals… 
 
Assess Your Strengths 
Are You Sleep-Deprived? 
 
Due: Sun 9/5 by 11:59 PM PST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 1 
 
Due: Sun 9/5 by 11:59 PM PST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 2 
 
 
 
Due: Sun 9/5 by 11:59 PM PST 
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 PSY 101: General Psychology Fall 2021 Course Schedule (1401) 
*Professor reserves the right to make changes to course schedule during the semester to accommodate learning goals and objectives. 
**Chapter 5: Sensation and Perception and Chapter 9: Motivation and Emotion are omitted. 

Dates Topics Assigned Readings and 
Module Activities 

Chapter Quizzes 

Week 
#2  
9/6-
9/12 

Developing Through the Lifespan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gender and Sexuality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning 
 

Chapter 3 
Learning Curves:  
3a, 3b and 3c  
 
Video Activities: 
Cognitive Development  
 
Assess Your Strengths 
What is your Attachment Style? 
 
Chapter 4 
Learning Curves:  
4a and 4b 
 
Video Activities: 
Gender Development 
Evolutionary Psychology and 
Sex Differences 
 
Chapter 6 
Learning Curves:  
6a and 6b 
Video Activity 
Albert Bandura 
Due: Sun. 9/12 by 11:59 PM 
PST 

Chapter 3 
 
Due: Sun. 9/12 by 11:59 
PM PST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 4 
 
Due: Sun. 9/12 by 11:59 
PM PST 
 
 
 
Chapter 6 
 
 
 
Due: Sun. 9/12 by 11:59 
PM PST 
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PSY 101: General Psychology Fall 2021 Course Schedule (1401) 
*Professor reserves the right to make changes to course schedule during the semester to accommodate learning goals and objectives. 
**Chapter 5: Sensation and Perception and Chapter 9: Motivation and Emotion are omitted. 
 

Dates Topics Assigned Readings and 
Module Activities 

Chapter Quizzes 

Week 
#3 
9/13-
9/19 

Memory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thinking, Language, and Intelligence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stress, Health and Human Flourishing 

Chapter 7 
Learning Curves:  
7a and 7b 
 
Video Activities: 
An Amazing Memory 
Creating False Memories 
 
Assess Your Strengths 
How Might You Improve Your 
Memory?  
 
Chapter 8 
Learning Curves:  
8a and 8b 
 
Video Activity: 
Decision Making 
Assess Your Strengths 
What is Your Theory of 
Intelligence…?  
 
Chapter 10 
Learning Curves:  
10a and 10b 
 
Video Activity: 
The Search for Happiness 
 
Assess Your Strengths 
How Satisfied Are You with 
Your Life…? 
 
Due: Sun. 9/19 by 11:59 PM PST 
 

 
Chapter 7 
Due: Sun. 9/19 by 11:59 
PM PST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 8 
 
Due: Sun. 9/19 by 11:59 
PM PST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 10 
 
 
Due: Sun. 9/19 by 11:59 
PM PST 
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PSY 101: General Psychology Fall 2021 Course Schedule (1401) 
*Professor reserves the right to make changes to course schedule during the semester to accommodate learning goals and objectives. 
**Chapter 5: Sensation and Perception and Chapter 9: Motivation and Emotion are omitted. 
 

Dates Topics Assigned Readings and 
Modules 

Chapter Quizzes 

Week #4 
9/20-
9/26 

Social Psychology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psychological Disorders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Therapy 

Chapter 11 
Learning Curves:  
11a and 11b 
 
Video Activities: 
Social Influence 
Prejudice 
 
Assess Your Strengths 
Are You a Skilled Operator…? 
 
Chapter 12 
Learning Curves:  
12a and 12b 
 
Video Activity: 
Psychodynamic Theories of 
Personality 
 
Chapter 13 
Learning Curves:  
13a, 13b and 13c 
 
Video Activity: 
John Nash: A Beautiful Mind 
 
Assess Your Strengths 
How Hopeful Are You…? 
 
Chapter 14 
Learning Curves:  
14a and 14b 
 
Video Activity: 
Psychodynamic and 
Humanistic Therapies  
 
 
Due: Sun. 9/26 by 11:59 PM 
PST 

 
Chapter 11 
 
 
Due: Sun. 9/26 by 11:59 PM 
PST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 12 
 
Due: Sun. 9/26 by 11:59 PM 
PST 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 13 
 
Due: Sun. 9/26 by 11:59 PM 
PST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 14 
 
 
Due: Sun. 9/26 by 11:59 PM 
PST 

 

 


