
 
  

HI214 American Civilization II: Humanities 
Wintermester 

 
   

 

 

Contact Information                                

    Instructor: Click here to enter text. 

    Email:  Click here to enter text. 

    Phone:   Click here to enter text. 

     

    Office Location:  By Phone  

    Office Hours:  By Phone 

         

Course Information                           

No. of Credits: 3 

Start Date:  Click here to enter a date. 

End Date:   

Meeting Location:     Online 

Meeting Days & Time: Online  

Prerequisites:    None

Required Text (s)      

Textbook Author Name, Publication Date, Title, Edition, City of Publication, Publisher   

ISBN: * Nancy Hewitt, Exploring American Histories, Volume 2. 3rd edition. Bedford St. 

Martins. ISBN: 9781319106423 (you may see a different ISBN number. Just be sure the title, 

authors, volume, and edition are correct, and you’ll be just fine) 

Technology Requirements  
         
Hardware and Software Requirements (if any):  You Must be able to access and use the DeSales 
Blackboard component of this online course .  Laptop, audio, and video must be available to take 
this course.  NOTE: For basic hardware/software requirements, please visit www.desales.edu/tech 
requirements. 
  
NOTE: For basic hardware/software requirements, please visit www.desales.edu/techrequirements  
 

Additional Course Material (if any)  

Click here to enter text. Primary Sources handouts and videos will be posted each week on our 
DeSales Blackboard page. 
 
Course Description /Outcomes: 
  A survey of the history and culture of American from the Reconstruction period to today. The 
course begins with the Reconstruction period up to the modern era. Our class will emphasize the 
tribulations and successes of the United States over this 150-year period. We will focus on the 
impact of Reconstruction, Jim Crow, the Gilded Age, the Progressive Era, Depression, War, 
Conformity, Counter-Culture Revolution, and Conservatism. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 

http://www.desales.edu/tech
http://www.desales.edu/techrequirements


2 
 

  For the General Education Core Curriculum, at the successful completion of this course, the 
student will demonstrate the following Student Learning Outcomes: 

1.Craft a learning experience that is more suitable to prepare students for the job market, 
professional development, and the current economy.  
2. Establish a simple yet effective assessment model that accurately assess student 
achievement of student learning outcomes through assignment-based methods and tracks 
the development of a skill over the course of a student’s completion of the curriculum.  

 
Mission: The history major at DeSales University offers a liberal arts course of study that prepares 
students for employment and/or graduate study in fields that require analysis, research, and 
communication. The history curriculum prepares students to recognize and contend with 
complexity in persons, cultures, institutions, and developments across the world over time by 
building historical knowledge and applying historical methods. Students develop empathy toward 
people through critical assessment of their distinct historical contexts.  
For the History Major, at the successful completion of this course, the student will be able to 
demonstrate the following Student Learning Outcomes:  

1. Analytical, critical, and argumentative writing, speaking, and historical research  

2. Knowledge about United State history  
3. Application of the Christian humanist philosophy to historical dialogue  

At the successful completion of this course, the student will also demonstrate the following Student 
Learning Outcomes:  

1. Describe the major social, political and cultural developments of the United States from 
the late nineteenth-century up to the modern era.  
2. Intelligent and respectful analysis of the ways in which various groups of people interacted 
with one another and how those interactions shaped American society.  
3. Competent use of a balanced combination of primary and secondary sources. 

 
 
 Method of Instruction: 

  In order to meet the objectives of our class we will rely on a combination of video lectures, 

discussion, blackboard, readings, and assignments to employ a number of methodological 

approaches designed to challenge out thinking about this field of history. ONLINE: This is a 
collaborative online class structured in weekly units and delivered through DeSales 

University’s Blackboard learning management system. It is not self-paced. The class 
consists of 45 hours of instruction not including reading assignments, other homework 
activities, and studying. Students collaborate with the instructor and other students by text 

and by live and recorded audio and video. The class is primarily asynchronous. There are 
no mandatory live online meetings, however collaboration with project team members is 
required and live online experiences may be offered in which students participate either in 

real time or by watching and commenting on a recording.      
   

Communication Methods: 
Students may contact me via email (I typically respond to all emails within a 24-36 hour period) or 

by scheduling an appointment to talk via phone or Zoom.  If only a short response is necessary, 
please feel free to text me using the number at the top of this syllabus. 
   

Administrative Policies 
Attendance Policy: 
In ACCESS, course attendance/participation is required. Students who do not attend or 

participate risk being dropped, withdrawn, or receiving a failing grade in the course. 
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Students who have been withdrawn from the course will be refunded in accordance with 
the course withdrawal policy. 

 

Online Participation Policy: Since this is an online course students are expected to engage with 
the course content and blackboard multiple times throughout the week, ie. this is not the type of 
class where you can check in once a week. You will find a variety of videos, worksheets, discussion 
boards, photos and maps located in the weekly folders. Guidelines will be posted for each 
assignment describing the objectives and goals students should meet. Below you will find a general 
description of the Blackboard posts requirements, a more detailed version with suggestions and tips 
is available online. You are to respond to Discussion Board questions by participating 
knowledgeably with a thorough familiarity and understanding of the readings. Due to the online 
format, the purpose of the Discussion Board is to aid in understanding the Unit topics and to share 
ideas. Feel free to use the Discussion Board to enlist the help of fellow students. I will monitor all 
submissions and add to the discussion when necessary. In other words, this is a student-driven 
Discussion Board. 

 

Academic Integrity 

Acts of academic dishonesty violate the deepest convictions of the University community 
and will not be tolerated. 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: violating clearly stated rules for taking 

an exam or completing an assignment; plagiarism (the act of copying the ideas, and/or 
speculations, and/or language of any other person or persons, without acknowledgement, 
and presenting the material as your own original work); submitting the same work in more 

than one course without the documented authorization from both instructors; 
unauthorized collaboration or communication, either giving or receiving information, during 

an exam, test, quiz, laboratory report, or assignment (regardless of format, e.g., take-home, 
online, in-class, or on-campus); arranging or attempting to arrange to have your own 
academic work done in whole or in part by someone else, with or without compensation; 

willfully aiding or abetting any act of cheating and/or plagiarism. 

Sanctions for academic dishonesty may include failure of the assignment or exam, failure of 
the course, or dismissal from the University for multiple academic dishonesty findings. 

Please refer to the undergraduate catalog for a more complete discussion of plagiarism, 
cheating, and other inappropriate behaviors. 

 

Succeeding as an ACCESS Student  

Our Center for Educational Resources and Technology Department (CERT) provides 

resources including: · A readiness inventory (go to http://www.desales.edu/onlinereadiness). · An 

orientation course in Blackboard (Click on the Courses menu, and in “Course Search” enter the 
keywords: “student information & orientation”). Click on the course ID to join the course. 

Special Needs and Assistance – DeSales offers a wide range of services to ACCESS students 

Office of Student Accessibility 
Students with a documented disability who wish to request academic adjustments  
should contact the Director of Learning and Disability Services (Dooling Hall, room 26, 610-282-
1100 ext. 1453). 
 
Career Counseling 
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The Career Development Center offers one-on-one coaching sessions, programs, and webinars to 
serve the specific needs of ACCESS students. Areas of expertise include initial full-time 
employment, job transition, resume writing, best hiring/job search practices, and re-entering the 
workforce. For assistance or to make an appointment please contact Aubree Hiscox, DSU’s Career 
Coach. (Career Development Center, Dooling Hall Room 121, 610-282-1100 ext. 1738 or 
Aubree.Hiscox@desales.edu ) 
 
The Academic Success Center (ASC) – Tutoring and Writing Assistance 
To request a tutor for any course please complete the “Tutor Request Form” found in Web Advisor 
or in the ACCESS Student Information and Orientation course located in Blackboard. 
At the DSU Writing Center, you can get help with any writing skill you are worried about, including: 

• MLA, APA, and other documentation formats 

• grammar, mechanics, and academic conventions 

• composing a thesis 

• organization of paragraphs and/or essays 

• development of research papers, literature, essays, seminar reports, etc. 

For assistance please visit the center online at www.desales.edu/writingcenter . 
 
Trexler Library 
The library operates to serve the educational and scholarly needs of students. A variety of spaces 
and resources to assist with research, assignments, and study needs are available. Please visit the 
library online at www.desales.edu/trexler-library . 
 
The Counseling Center 
Classes, work, life — college isn't always easy and can sometimes be overwhelming. If you find 
yourself in times of confusion, worry, or concern, the DeSales Counseling Center offers highly 
qualified and trained individuals to help you sort through the rough stuff. Counseling services are 
offered at no additional cost to students. For more information, please visit them online  
http://www.desales.edu/counselingrequest. 
 
Class Recording Policy: 
By registering for or attending DeSales University courses, individuals consent to the recording of 
classes within the scope of the DeSales University Class Recording Policy, available at 
www.desales.edu/policies . 
 
Course Evaluation  
The student is expected to complete the CoursEval online when the questionnaire is sent to their 
DeSales email address. 
   
   
 

Evaluation and Assessment 
 

Readings: 
 Many of the readings I’ve assigned can be challenging at times, therefore it is important that you do 
not simply gloss over the reading and writing material. An effective way to cover the readings is to 
actively think about what the words are saying as you read them...What does the author mean in 
any given paragraph? Who is the intended audience? Does the piece challenge traditional ideas? 
How does the piece build upon your previous knowledge? Etc etc. All of these questions, and more, 
should be considered as you go through the material. Taking notes on the readings is always 
encouraged. You are always free to meet with me to discuss any class related material.  
 

mailto:Aubree.Hiscox@desales.edu
http://www.desales.edu/trexler-library
http://www.desales.edu/counselingrequest
http://www.desales.edu/policies
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Minor Quizzes: 10pts/ea – Students will have multiple quizzes throughout the semester that will 
relate to the week’s readings and lectures. The questions will not always be announced before the 
quiz, so it is essential to prepare and take notes from the book/essays/powerpoints/videos. There 
are no make-ups for missed quizzes.  
 
Module Review Assignment: 20 pts each 
Each week you will write a review of the course material. The style of the assignment will vary, some 
assignments are essays, some may be worksheets, and others may be reflective in nature. 
 

Discussion Board: 25pts/ea  
When you engage with discussion board it is important that you do not simply write “I really like 
what you said...” then reiterate what someone else already posted. Obviously there are some posts 
you will “like” and others that you will not, however you should strive to push the conversation 
forward by offering engaging ideas and comments. Do not feel afraid to respectfully disagree with 
what a student or I write, or to allow the conversation to stray a bit from the original question. As 
the discussion board evolves some students begin to find interesting similarities between the 

historical period and our own time. You may also bring in any outside readings or information you 
find pertinent.  
 
Students are expected to participate on discussion board in two ways:  
1) Make an original post – For each week of the discussion board there will be a variety of questions 
that connect with the assigned readings. You will choose one of the questions and write an original 
comment that demonstrates that you’ve thought deeply about the readings as well as their 
meaning. Each original post must be 3-4 paragraphs long. (Do not feel limited to just one original 
post, you may make as many as you would like) - See Blackboard for Due Dates 5  
 
2) Respond to two students’ posts/comments – Each week you must make two responses to another 
student(s)’ posts. It is my hope that this will allow students to engage in a dialogue (and hopefully a 
respectful debate) with one another about their impression of the materials we’ve covered. Each 
response must be 1 -2 paragraphs long. (Don’t feel limited to just two responses, you may make as 
many as you would like) - See Blackboard for Due Dates 
 

Narrative Assignments:  
Throughout our class we will have a number of narrative assignments in which students will create 
audio recordings. The assignment itself will change over the weeks, but the narration part will be 
similar. For example, students will create a timeline with an audio component, in another 
assignment students will pretend to be news anchors providing information about an event of their 
choosing. See guidelines for an in-depth description of the assignment. 

 

 

Oral Review:  
Your final oral review will take place online using Zoom. You will prepare for your review throughout 
the course by engaging with all of the materials and with our discussions. Additionally, you will 
have defined, in a conversation with me, an area of focus for your review based on these questions. 
See guidelines for a full description of the oral review. 

 

Grading Policy: 

  I have a strong philosophy that, “Students earn grades, I do not give grades.” At the end of the 

semester I calculate the total number of points you’ve earned from all the assignments and divide 
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by the total possible points. For example, if you have accumulated 448 points out of 500 then you 

earned an 89.60%, B+. The grade does not round up to an A-. However, if have 448 points out of 

500 but you consistently did more work than is required (not just the last few weeks of the 

semester) in the class then you earned an A- in the course instead of a B+. For students who are 

worried that they may be on   

Examination Policy: 

  Oral Review 

Missed Assignment Policy: 

   Missed Assignment Policy: Discussion Boards are student driven and their success depends 
heavily on participation by the class. Therefore, late posts to the discussion board will not be 
graded. Other assignments will incur a 10% penalty for each day the assignment is late, beginning 
with the start of our weekly content on Mondays at 12:01AM.   
 

   

Grading 

   

GRADE PERCENT 

A 93.00 – 100.00% 

A- 90.00 – 92.99% 

B+ 87.00 – 89.99% 

B 83.00 – 86.99% 

B- 80.00 – 82.99% 

C+ 77.00 – 79.99% 

C 73.00 – 76.99% 

C- 70.00 – 72.99% 

D+ 67.00 – 69.99% 

D 60.00 – 66.99% 

F Below 60.00% 

 
 
 

Assignments (Subject to Change with Notice) 

 Name/Description or Type Weight/Percentage of 
Final Grade 

- Module Quizzes (6 Total)  60 pts (10 each) 
- Discussion Board Posts (2)  50 pts (25 each) 

- Module Review Assignments (6 Total)  120 pts (20 each) 
- Analyzing Political Cartoons 30 pts 

- Narrated Timeline News Report (2 Total)  30 pts 



7 
 

- Narrated News Report (2 Total)  60 pts (30 each) 

- Oral Review 75 pts 

Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 
- Total Points Available  425 Total Points 

 

 
Course Schedule 

Module DATE SUBJECT AREAS/ASSIGNMENTS 
Week 1: 
Module 
1 and 2 

 Topics: Reconstruction and the West: Race, Reunion, and 
Competing Definitions of Freedom  
 
Readings: Chapter 14 (and source 14.2 and 14.3) Chapter 15 (489-
491, 503-511, 512-517)  
 
Assignments: Quiz (1); Weekly Review Assignment; Discussion 
Board (1) 
 

Week 1: 
Module 
1 and 2 

Click here to 

enter a date. 

Topics: The Rise of Industry and Urban Spaces  
 
Readings: Chapter 16 (also Source 16.2 and 16.3); Chapter 18 (also 
Source: 18.1, 18.4,18.5)  
 
Assignments: Quiz (2); Weekly Review Assignment; Analyzing 
Political Cartoons 
 

Week 2: 
Module 
3 and 4 

Click here to 

enter a date. 

Topics: Progressivism and The Twenties  
 
Readings:  Chapter 19 (also source 19.2, 19.3, 19.4, 19.5) Chapter 
21 (702-703, 714 – 724, source 21.3)  
 
Assignments: Quiz (3); Weekly Review Assignment; Narration: News 
Report 
 

Week 2: 
Module 
3 and 4 

Click here to 

enter a date. 

Topics: Depression and World War II  
 
Readings: Chapter 22, Chapter 23 (724-end of chapter, source 23.2, 
23.3) Assignments: Quiz (4);  
 
Weekly Review Assignment: Narration: Timeline Assignment 
 

Week 3: 
Module 

5 and 6 

Click here to 

enter a date. 

Topics: The Cold War Civil Rights  
 

Readings: Textbook - Chapter 25 (also sources 25.4, 25.5)  
 
Assignments: Quiz (5), Weekly Review Assignment; Discussion 
Board (2), Narration: News Report 
 

Week 3: 
Module 
5 and 6 

Click here to 

enter a date. 

Topics: You put your left foot in, you put your left foot out, you 
put your right foot in, you put your right foot out: Liberalism 
and Conservatism  
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Readings: Chapter 26 and 27 (you only need to choose any two 
sources in each chapter to read, you do not need to read the chapter 
itself.  
 
Assignments: Quiz (6); Weekly Review Assignment; 20 Minute Oral 
Review 
 

7 Click here to 
enter a date. 

Click here to enter text. 

8 Click here to 

enter a date. 

Click here to enter text. 

 
NOTE: While attempting to adhere to the outlines within this syllabus, the instructor reserves the 
right to adjust components with due notice to the class. 

 


