
PO302 Democracy in America 

 Wintermester 

Contact Information 

 Instructor:  

 Email:   

 Phone: 

 Office Location:  To be determined 

 Office Hours:  By appt. 

Course Information 

No. of Credits: 3 

Start Date:  

End Date:  

Meeting Location:    Online 

Prerequisites:    

Required Text (s) 

Tocqueville, Alexis de. (2003) Democracy in America and Two Essays on America. Trans. By 

Gerald E. Bevan Penguin Classics.   

ISBN: 978-0-140-44760-6 

Whittington. (2016) American Political Thought: Readings and Materials.  Oxford University 

Press. 

    ISBN:   978-0-199-33886-3 

Technology Requirements 

 NOTE: For basic hardware/software requirements, please visit www.desales.edu/techrequirements 

Course Description /Objectives: 
Examines Alexis de Tocqueville’s Democracy in America, a great work in political theory.  The 

validity of Tocqueville’s analysis for understanding the development of American political culture 

over time is considered, as is the continuing importance of Tocqueville’s investigation of democratic 

values for religion, morality, family, and perceptions of self. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

For the General Education Core Curriculum, at the successful completion of this course the 

student will demonstrate the following Student Learning Outcomes with the exception of the item(s) 

in parentheses: 

The DeSales student who has completed the General Education Core and has completed his/her 
major will demonstrate: 

http://www.desales.edu/techrequirements
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1. critical thinking and problem solving skills.
2. competence in research, information literacy, technology, and written and oral communication.
3. knowledge of Christian humanism in the Salesian tradition—with its distinction between wisdom
and knowledge, truth and opinion—as this impacts both the student’s academic discipline and
personal well being.
4. the ability to function effectively in local, national, and global communities, respecting personal
dignity and the common good according to Catholic social tradition.
5. quantitative reasoning through an understanding of mathematical concepts and their application
to the natural world and society.
6. the scientific method and its application to the real world.
7. knowledge of human culture as manifested in the liberal arts.

Political Science Major Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of all graduation requirements from DeSales University, political science majors 
will be able to: 
8. understand the types of evidence used by political scientists in their analysis of the four sub-
fields of political science: American federal government, political thought; international politics and
comparative politics.
9. prove proficiency in concepts and terms used by scholars, policy-makers, and other actors to
analyze politics;
10. exhibit critical thinking skills about the foundations of government;
11. demonstrate their knowledge of politics through written and oral communication;
12. perform information literacy skills.

At the successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate the following Student 

Learning Outcomes: 

A. An ability to analyze the major theoretical arguments presented in Tocqueville’s Democracy in

America

B. A capacity to comprehend the theoretical complexity of concepts such as equality, liberty,

democracy, and the state.

C. An ability to understand the relationship between Democracy in America and the historical

development of American political thought.

D. An ability to appreciate the possibility that democratic cultural values have both positive and

negative consequences for social behavior, morality, individual development, and national

accomplishment.

Method of Instruction: 

Please note that this class is highly concentrated to accommodate the 3 week timeframe.  It is 
imperative that you keep up with the material.  The course is structured into modules over 3 weeks. 
It is best to proceed sequentially from each module to another, rather than skip over modules. Each 
module consists of: audio lecture notes, assignments pertaining to the readings, and instructions 
on other materials.  There will be live online sessions which I highly recommend you join.  This is a 
quick way to clear up questions and any confusion, as well as expanding upon the readings and 
their relations to modern day.   

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR READING THE TEXT. 
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Communication Methods: 
  This best way to connect with the instructor is through Blackboard’s E-Mail or phone. I generally 
respond within 24 hours.  Announcements will also be posted on the front page of the course.  
Please provide courteous feedback to the instructor if you feel that anything can be improved; it will 
help the course mates also.   

Administrative Policies 

Attendance Policy: 
In ACCESS, course attendance/participation is required. Students who do not attend or participate 
risk being dropped, withdrawn, or receiving a failing grade in the course. Students who have been 
withdrawn from the course will be refunded in accordance with the course withdrawal policy. 

Online Participation Policy: 

  20% of your grade will be based upon your online participation including assignments.  Points can 

be deducted for late assignments. 

 Academic Integrity 

The following passages are excerpts from the DeSales University Undergraduate Catalog: 

Plagiarism describes the act of copying the ideas, and/or speculations, and/or  
language of any other person or persons, without acknowledgment, and presenting this  
material as one’s own original work in order to satisfy any academic requirement or  
complete any academic project. Plagiarism takes place even in the event that a person makes 
any use of another person’s unique and distinctive terminology, whether it is a single word or 
phrase or extended passage, without acknowledgment. This need not be verbatim use; it is  
considered plagiarism when a person uses his/her own language to alter the original  
expression of the idea or speculation of another person or persons.  

Plagiarism also takes place when a person disguises the language of another person 
or persons by altering the formal elements of the original (e.g., diction, syntax, grammar,  
punctuation) and submitting it as his or her own, without acknowledgment, to satisfy any  
academic requirement or complete an academic project.  

Plagiarism will be considered to have occurred regardless of the person’s intent to deceive. 

Please refer to the “Academic Honesty Policy” for a more complete discussion of plagiarism, 
cheating, and other inappropriate behaviors. 

Succeeding as an ACCESS Student 

Our Distance Education and Instructional Technology Department (DEIT) provides resources 
including: 

· A readiness inventory (go to http://www.desales.edu/onlinereadiness).

· An orientation course in Blackboard (Click on the Courses menu, and in “Course
Search” enter the keywords: “student orientation”). Click on the course ID to join the
course.

· A series of on-demand learning and career success video workshops on the StudentLingo
sitehttp://www.studentlingo.com/desales.

http://www.desales.edu/onlinereadiness
http://www.studentlingo.com/desales
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Special Needs and Assistance 

Students with a documented disability who wish to request course accommodations  
should contact the Coordinator of Learning and Disability Services (Dooling Hall, room 26, 610-282-
1100 ext. 1453). 

Course Evaluation 
  The student is expected to complete the CoursEval online when the questionnaire is sent to 
his/her DeSales email address. 

Class Recording Policy: 
By registering for or attending DeSales University courses, individuals consent to the 
recording of classes within the scope of the DeSales University Class Recording Policy, 

available at www.desales.edu/policies. 

Evaluation and Assessment 

Grading Policy: 

 Online Assignments: (20%) You will be evaluated based on the quality of your online postings,
instant chat and other online exchanges that will be required. Specific online requirements will
be posted on Blackboard under the Lesson Section and noted in the Schedule.

 Class Participation: (10%) This grade is based on online and offline participation during class
at DeSales. 

 Key Points: (10%) Students are to complete Key Points assignment.  See Blackboard for
requirements.

 Take Home Exam: (30%) Students will be given several questions to answer and explain. These
questions will be provided two weeks before the exam due date. More specifics will follow.

 Final Project: (30%) Students will be required to write about and explain social capital and its
impact on local democracy and institutions. A separate handout will be provided detailing the
requirements.

Examination Policy: 

  A take-home midterm exam will be used.  Please see Blackboard for a description and specific 

requirements. 

Missed Assignment Policy: 

   Prior arrangements must be made with the instructor for full credit to be received on a late 
assignment.  

Grading 
 Grading 

GRADE PERCENT Description 

A 93.00 – 100.00% Exceptional, flawless work, highly innovative and creative 

A- 90.00 – 92.99% Almost no errors, strong creativity 

B+ 87.00 – 89.99% Some errors, somewhat creative use of materials   

B 83.00 – 86.99% 
Errors, some creativity, but deeper thought and development 
needed 

B- 80.00 – 82.99% More errors, lack of strong creativity and thought 

C+ 77.00 – 79.99% Slightly above average work, little creativity 

C 73.00 – 76.99% Average work, minimum requirements meet, no creativity 

https://exchange.desales.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=vpUbfY7SU1cbWycSdHQexQ77axxkug5UF9uSO4zhRcVvuH1ipzrXCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.desales.edu%2fpolicies
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C- 70.00 – 72.99% Many errors, below average work, improvement needed 

D+ 67.00 – 69.99% 

D 64.00 – 66.99% 

F Below 63.99% 

Assignments (Subject to Change with Notice) 

 Name/Description or Type Weight/Percentage of 
Final Grade 

Online Assignments  20% 

Class Participation  10% 

Key Points Assignments 10% 

Take Home Mid-Term Exam 30% 
Final Project 30% 

Course Schedule 

WEEK DATE SUBJECT AREAS/ASSIGNMENTS 

1 Assignment:  See Blackboard Week 1 Folder for Modules 1 -3 

2 Assignment:  see Blackboard Week 2 Folder for Modules 1 -3 
Midterm Exam 

3 Assignment:  see Blackboard Week 3 Folder for Modules 1 -3 
Final Exam 




