
TH-262-OLA01: Medicine and Morality 
Winter ACCESS 

Contact Information 

 Instructor: 

 Email: 

 Phone: 

 Office Location:  Zoom  

 Office Hours:  By arrangement 

Course Information 

No. of Credits: 3 

Start Date:    

End Date:  

Meeting Location: Online 

Meeting Days & Time:  N/A 

Prerequisite: TH109

Required Texts  

Michael J. Sandel, Justice: What’s the right thing to do?  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009 

ISBN: 978-0374532505

Additional texts, videos and resources to be posted on Blackboard. 

Technology Requirements 

Discussions will require use of Perusall’s Social Annotation. See a video tutorial here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5LA5eJL1Zs  
For basic hardware/software requirements, please visit www.desales.edu/techrequirements 

Course Description /Outcomes: 

 This course will examine ethical analysis and practice in medicine and nursing in light of Natural Law Theory, 

Christian faith and Catholic teaching. The emphasis will be to understand the values, moral methodology and 

conclusions of Christian ethical reflection in order to prepare the student to apply this information to future 

situations. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

For the General Education Core Curriculum, at the successful completion of this course the student will 

demonstrate the following Student Learning Outcomes with the exception of the item(s) in parentheses: 

1. Competence in research, information literacy, technology, and written and (oral communication).

2. Knowledge of Christian Humanism in the Christian tradition, with its distinctions between wisdom and

knowledge, truth and opinion, as this impacts both the student’s academic discipline and personal well-being.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5LA5eJL1Zs
http://www.desales.edu/techrequirements
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3. The ability to function effectively in local, national and international communities, respecting personal dignity

and the common good according to Catholic Social tradition.

For the Theology major, at the successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate the following 

Student Learning Outcomes with the exception of the items in parentheses:  

4. Articulate the contents of theology in terms of its various disciplines: scripture, doctrine, ethics, and history.

For the Nursing major, at the successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate the following 

Student Learning Outcomes with the exception of the items in parentheses:  

5. Ethics: Assist persons to make ethical and moral health care decisions.

 Method of Instruction: 
  The course consists of a series of modules constituted by lecture material, assigned reading, and individual or 
group activities. Each module contains a lecture presented by the professor or by a ‘guest’. Guest lectures are links 
to lectures and presentations mainly by authors whose works are assigned readings in the course. Each module 
also contains a close-reading exercise. Students are asked to read an assigned chapter or article and to make use of 
guided-reading questions. Answers to the guided-reading questions will then be entered into a test canvas. Student 
activities vary from module to module and include response papers, asynchronous discussions, case studies, and 
reflection on professional practice. Students will also complete a culminating project, which will be presented in a 
multimedia format in the final days of the course.  Pacing the Work Accreditation requires that online courses must 
consist of 45 hours of work to replace class-time. This does not include time to complete the readings. Each of the 
15 content modules together with the Course Project are designed to meet the requirement of 3 hours of work. 

Communication Methods: 

Students will communicate with the professor and with each other primarily through Blackboard. I will respond to 
individual emails within 48 hours and will generally not be available on weekends. Also, arrangements may be 
made for a phone conversation.   

Administrative Policies 

Attendance Policy: 
In ACCESS, course attendance/participation is required. Students who do not attend or participate risk being dropped, 
withdrawn, or receiving a failing grade in the course. Students who have been withdrawn from the course will be 
refunded in accordance with the course withdrawal policy. 

Academic Integrity 

Acts of academic dishonesty violate the deepest convictions of the University community and will not be tolerated. 

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: violating clearly stated rules for taking an exam or completing an 
assignment; plagiarism (the act of copying the ideas, and/or speculations, and/or language of any other person or 
persons, without acknowledgement, and presenting the material as your own original work); submitting the same work 
in more than one course without the documented authorization from both instructors; unauthorized collaboration or 
communication, either giving or receiving information, during an exam, test, quiz, laboratory report, or assignment 
(regardless of format, e.g., take-home, online, in-class, or on-campus); arranging or attempting to arrange to have your 
own academic work done in whole or in part by someone else, with or without compensation; willfully aiding or abetting 
any act of cheating and/or plagiarism. 

Sanctions for academic dishonesty may include failure of the assignment or exam, failure of the course, or dismissal 
from the University for multiple academic dishonesty findings. 
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Please refer to the undergraduate catalog for a more complete discussion of plagiarism, cheating, and other 
inappropriate behaviors. 

Succeeding as an ACCESS Student 

Our Center for Educational Resources and Technology Department (CERT) provides resources including: · A readiness 
inventory (go to http://www.desales.edu/onlinereadiness). · An orientation course in Blackboard (Click on the Courses 
menu, and in “Course Search” enter the keywords: “student information & orientation”). Click on the course ID to join 
the course. 

Special Needs and Assistance – DeSales offers a wide range of services to ACCESS students 

Disability Services 

Students with a documented disability who wish to request course accommodations  
should contact the Coordinator of Learning and Disability Services (Dooling Hall, room 26, 610-282-1100 ext. 1453). 

Career Counseling 
The Career Development Center offers one-on-one coaching sessions, programs, and webinars to serve the specific 
needs of ACCESS students. Areas of expertise include initial full-time employment, job transition, resume writing, best 
hiring/job search practices, and re-entering the workforce. For assistance or to make an appointment please contact 
Aubree Robitzer, DSU’s Career Coach. (Career Development Center, Dooling Hall Room 121, 610-282-1100 ext. 1738 or 
Aubree.robitzer@desales.edu ) 

The Academic Resource Center (ARC) – Tutoring and Writing Assistance 
To request a tutor for any course please complete the “Tutor Request Form” found in Web Advisor or in the ACCESS 
Student Information and Orientation course located in Blackboard. 
At the DSU Writing Center, you can get help with any writing skill you are worried about, including: 

• MLA, APA, and other documentation formats

• grammar, mechanics, and academic conventions

• composing a thesis

• organization of paragraphs and/or essays

• development of research papers, literature, essays, seminar reports, etc.
For assistance please visit the center online at www.desales.edu/writingcenter . 

Trexler Library 
The library operates to serve the educational and scholarly needs of students. A variety of spaces and resources to assist 
with research, assignments, and study needs are available. Please visit the library online at www.desales.edu/trexler-
library . 

The Counseling Center 
Classes, work, life — college isn't always easy and can sometimes be overwhelming. If you find yourself in times of 
confusion, worry, or concern, the DeSales Counseling Center offers highly qualified and trained individuals to help you 
sort through the rough stuff. Counseling services are offered at no additional cost to students. For more information 
please visit them online at www.desales.edu/student-life/health-wellness . 

Class Recording Policy: 
By registering for or attending DeSales University courses, individuals consent to the recording of 
classes within the scope of the DeSales University Class Recording Policy, available at www.desales.edu/policies . 

Course Evaluation  
The student is expected to complete the CoursEval online when the questionnaire is sent to their DeSales email address. 

mailto:Aubree.robitzer@desales.edu
http://www.desales.edu/trexler-library
http://www.desales.edu/trexler-library
http://www.desales.edu/student-life/health-wellness
http://www.desales.edu/policies
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Evaluation and Assessment 

Grading and Examination Policy: 

  The course consists of one or more content units or modules per week with readings and recorded lectures. 
Assignments include quizzes or teste, graded Perusall discussions (social-annotation), case studies involving FlipGrid 
responses and discussions, and a group project. All quizzes and Tests will be taken online using the Lockdown Respondus 
Browser. The course also includes a Final Exam during exam week. Plagiarism earns an F. See the student handbook. 

Missed Assignment Policy: 

Late work will earn a 5-point penalty for each day it is late. Any assignments still outstanding after one week (7 
days) will be recorded as a zero.  Assignments submitted in a format that that cannot be opened in Blackboard, 
which must be resubmitted in a compatible format, will be marked late. Emailed assignments will not be accepted. 
Submission links allow for multiple attempts. So if you discover you made a mistake, simply re-submit the 
assignment in the correct format. Please include an explanation for the second submission.    

Grading 

GRADE PERCENT 

A 93.00 – 100.00% 

A- 90.00 – 92.99% 

B+ 87.00 – 89.99% 

B 83.00 – 86.99% 

B- 80.00 – 82.99% 

C+ 77.00 – 79.99% 

C 73.00 – 76.99% 

C- 70.00 – 72.99% 

D+ 67.00 – 69.99% 

D 60.00 – 66.99% 

F Below 60.00% 

Assignments (Subject to Change with Notice) 

 Name/Description or Type Weight/Percentage of Final Grade 

Quizzes  10% 

Annotation/Discussions/Case Studies 20% 

Tests  20% 

Group Project 30% 

Reflection Papers 20% 



5 

Course Schedule 

Schedule is subject to change with advance notice. 

Due Date Units SUBJECT AREAS/ASSIGNMENTS 

 0 Videos on Syllabus and Course Project Assignment 

1 Justice, Chapter 1 & Lecture 1 / Social Annotation 

2 Justice, Chapter 2 & Lecture 2 / Social Annotation 

 3 Justice, Chapter 3 & Lecture 3 / Case Study 1 

4 Justice, Chapter 4 & Lecture  4/ Discussion Board 

* Begin Unit 6 Assignment 

 5 Justice, Chapter 5 & Lecture 5 / Discussion Questions 

6 Lecture 6 Social Practices / Exercise & Reflection Paper 

7 Justice, Chapter 8 & lecture 7 / Test 1 

 8 Living with Other People Ch 1 & Lecture 8 / Social Annotation 

9 Living with Other People Ch 2 & Lecture 9/ Social Annotation 

10 Lecture 10 and Case Study 2: from “Moral Knowledge and the 
Structure of Cooperative Living” 

 * Annotated Bibliography due Jan. 3 

11 Living with Other People Ch 3 & Lecture 11 / Discussion Questions 

12 Living with Other People Ch 4 & Lecture 12 / Reflection Paper 

 13 Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services & 
Lecture / Test 2 

14 Group Presentations and Discussion 


