
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: 

As an institution of higher education committed to the Reformed Christian perspective, Dordt 
University equips students, alumni, and the broader community to work effectively toward 
Christ-centered renewal in all aspects of contemporary life. 

 
Course Syllabus 

 
 

Communication Department 
 

CORE 110 

(3 credits) 
 

Communication Foundations 

Online Summer 2021 

Instructor: Kae Van Engen, M.A. COML, CLP 

 
All students in this course are required to read and have a thorough understanding of the 

syllabus. Any questions or concerns need to be addressed to the instructor. 
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Instructor Information 
Name: Kae Van Engen, M. A. COML, CLP 
E-mail: kae.vanengen@dordt.edu  
Office Location: CL 1110 or my home 
Office Hours: I’m willing to meet with you, but hours will be by appt only. 
Home Phone: (712) 722-0152 
Cell Phone: (712) 389-2432 
Office Phone: 

 
Welcome to CORE 110! 

Introduction 
We have been given an amazing gift of communication, which makes a key word of the course, 
“stewardship,” an especially important concept. More than a time of “just” giving speeches, this course 
is an opportunity to explore connections to God and to audiences, no matter the kind of communication 
taking place. 

Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, 
so that you will know how you should respond to each person. Colossians 4:6 

 

Course Description 
You will be exploring the ways we use communication in the public sphere to create, maintain, and 
change culture. You also will be demonstrating a basic understanding of this relationship by connecting 
it to a wide range of contemporary social issues, cultural texts, and communication practices. We will 
practice public speaking, listening skills, and rhetorical methods as well, techniques designed to help you 
learn about analyzing and constructing oral and written arguments. Also, you’ll be expected to work 
cooperatively with your classmates as you undertake a research project for a class presentation. 

 
How This Course is Organized 

This course is organized into 7 units called modules. 
This course is an example of a group-paced, asynchronous course. It is expected that you will complete 
your work for a module before moving to the next module. Within each module you may work at your 
own pace, but we will all begin a new module at the same time. Part of the reasoning is that we want to 
build a sense of community, which will involve engaging with the content, the instructor, and with each 
other. We will all need to read each other’s work, give feedback, encourage one another, and have 
online conversation. This won’t happen if we are all doing individual things in different modules. 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Describe the Biblical importance of communication and how it relates to culture. 

Communication is a precious gift from God, and so developing a respect and appreciation for 
this gift should be a high priority for every Christian. [Religious Orientation, Creational 
Structure] 

2. Apply primary theories of culture and communication. Such background knowledge on how 
the field of communication has developed will enable you use, modify, and build on your 
understanding of how communication works, including more recent forms of digital 
communication. [Creational Development] 
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3. Increase public speaking skills and listening ability. Speaking and listening are two key aspects 
of communication, and developing abilities – such as using evidence, argumentation, non- 
verbal signals, and listening cues – are invaluable in bridging cultural gaps. [Contemporary 
Response] 

4. Use communication skills and knowledge to respond to culture. This basic underpinning of 
the course will mean engaging with relevant social issues, understanding ethical perspectives, 
analyzing peer and professional speeches, and overcoming communication problems. 
[Contemporary Response] 

 
Course Text 

In addition to the two required textbooks below, you will have supplementary readings that will be 
announced and made available throughout the semester. For the most part, though, these two books 
will comprise the bulk of our reading. 
 
Schultze, Q. J. (2000). Communicating for life: Christian stewardship in community and media. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. ISBN: 0-8010-2237-1 
Quentin Schultze has spent years analyzing communication and how it relates to our faith. He’s 
especially interested in how popular culture can help or hurt our basic communication with each 
other. This book specifically explores the impact we can make on our community through 
communication. 
 
The Public Speaking Project. http://www.publicspeakingproject.org/ (free online text)  
This resource has been developed by a wide variety of educators and will be very useful for the “skills” 
portion of this course. Online access to the text is free and printed copies can be made available in the 
campus bookstore for just the cost of copying. 

 
GoReact: You will need to sign up for a GoReact account as instructed in the Introduction Speech 
assignment in Canvas. This online tool will be used for recording and submitting videos of your speeches. 
The cost for a GoReact account is $30 for the term. 

 
Course Requirements 

1. Readings and Discussion: The class schedule includes readings in the text. These readings must be 
completed by the date on the schedule whether they are discussed on that date. Additional 
reading will be required for preparation of speeches. The schedule indicates the dates for class 
discussion of speeches and readings. You are expected to prepare for and participate in online 
class discussions. 

2. Academic Integrity: Dordt University is committed to developing a community of Christian 
scholars where all members accept the responsibility of practicing personal and academic integrity 
in obedience to biblical teaching. For students, this means not lying, cheating, or stealing others’ 
work to gain academic advantage; it also means opposing academic dishonesty. Students found to 
be academically dishonest will receive academic sanctions from their professor (from a failing 
grade on the particular academic task to a failing grade in the course) and will be reported to the 
Student Life Committee for possible institutional sanctions (from a warning to dismissal from the 
university). Appeals in such matters will be handled by the student disciplinary process. For more 
information, see the Student Handbook section concerning Academic Integrity online. 

http://www.publicspeakingproject.org/
http://www.dordt.edu/campus_life/student_handbook/general_information.shtml#academic_integrity
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3. Evaluation: You are expected to complete all assignments, completely and on time. These 
assignments fall into the following categories and are shown in more detail later in the syllabus. 

Assignments (20%) ● Participation (5%) ● Exams/Quizzes (20%) ● Presentations (45%) ● RSB (10%) 
4. Final Grade: Each kind of assignment makes up a percentage of your final grade. The “standard” 

scale applies to all assignments and this final grade: 
 

A: 100-94 C+: 79-77 D-: 63-60 
A-: 90-93 C: 76-74 F: 59-0 
B+: 90-87 C-: 73-70  
B: 86-84 D+: 69-67  
B-: 83-80 D: 66-64  

 
Hardware and Software Requirements 

For this course to work effectively, you will need a high-speed internet connection in order to view 
online videos and upload your content. You will also need the following: 
Hardware: 
 Webcam (check first if you have one installed in your computer). 
 Microphone (check first if you have one build into your computer). 

 
 

Software: 
 Microsoft Office 
 A pdf reader, such as Adobe Reader 
 Media Player 
 GoReact Account 

 
 

Students’ Rights to Assistance or Accommodations 
Any student who needs access to accommodations based on the impact of a documented disability 
should contact the Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (CSSD): Marliss Van Der Zwaag, 
Academic Achievement Center, (712) 722-6490, marliss.vanderzwaag@dordt.edu. 

 

Instructional Methods 
This class will incorporate the following instructional methods: student presentations, large and small 
group discussion, listening activities, and lecture. 

The Semester’s Assignments in Detail 
 

1. Any Old Bag Speech (2 minutes, individual) [25 points in "Assignments"] 
 

In a short speech you'll be introducing yourself to the class using three significant items in a bag, using 
each item to talk about a part of your life (the past, the present, the future). 

 

2. Informative Speech (5 minutes, individual) [40 points in "Presentations"] 
 

 

An informative speech is the basic transfer of knowledge from speaker to audience. For this speech, you 
will choose a topic of interest to you and to your audience and deliver a five-minute speech on that topic. 
While you are not necessarily trying to persuade the audience to do anything, you should be able to 
answer the question, "What do I want the audience to know about this topic?" Complete guidelines for 
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this speech – including grading evaluation, expectations, topic ideas, and general requirements are 
provided online. 

 
 

3. Self-Evaluations (Informative and Argument Speeches) [50 points each in "Assignments"] 
 

 

These speeches will be recorded. Instructions for the self-evaluation are located under the 
“Assignments” button/link in Canvas. 

 

4. Position/Argument Speech (5 minutes, individual) [100 points in "Presentations"] 
 

 

While an informative speech consists primarily of explanation of facts, the speech to argue a position is 
different. It does present facts, but it does so in a way that leads the audience to accept the speaker’s 
opinion or position on the topic. It can be a challenge to balance between the fact-based informative 
speech and the action-based persuasive speech, but the basic aim is to focus on the reasoning why 
something is true (or not true). 

Essentially this speech involves a set of arguments that are aimed at helping the audience understand the 
speaker’s position. Since this speech attempts to establish the reliability of a position, the audience 
assumes there may be another side or position that is not acceptable to you, the speaker. Complete 
guidelines for this speech – including grading evaluation, expectations, topic ideas, and general 
requirements are provided online. 

 
Extra credit option: If you want to know more about sources, and how to analyze a source, please set up 
a research appointment with a reference librarian. They are more than willing to assist you. You can 
choose an in-person or an online meeting (via Zoom). Each student who takes advantage of this, will 
receive 5 extra points at the end of the semester in the “participation” portion of their grade. Here is the 
link for this option https://dordt.libcal.com/appointments/research 

 

5. Cultural Text Analysis (20 minutes, group) [200 points in "Presentations"] 
 

 

The purpose of this assignment is to give you the opportunity to analyze some form of communication for 
its cultural content and to contribute to this class’s knowledge about communication and culture. Select 
any product of the mass media (e.g., film, television program, advertising campaign, popular magazine, 
news program or magazine) and analyze it as a “text” that communicates cultural meaning. I am not 
looking for plot summary, but rather an analysis of how this product relates to the ideas that have been 
treated in this course. 

The main stylistic focus for this presentation will be "persuasion" – you will be providing information to 
the audience, attempting to prove an argument, and trying to persuade the audience to a specific course 
of action. By this point in class, we will have covered a lot of ideas and tools to help in this persuasion 
and using these tools should be part of everyone's involvement. 

Teams will be posted online, and (as usual) more extensive details about this presentation will be provided 
at that time as well. 

Key Requirements: 10 sources (minimum), clear evaluation, presentation outline, A/V support 
 

 

6. Self-Analysis [50 points in "Assignments"] 
 

 

Now that you’re finished with the group presentation, take some time to reflect on how the whole 
process went for you, and how it might affect your overall communication abilities. Write a two-page 

https://dordt.libcal.com/appointments/research
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(600-word) self-analysis of the group project, covering such questions as: What did you learn? What 
particular research did you do for the project? How did you feel about the results? Is there anything 
else I should know about how your group collaborated? This self-analysis report is due the class period 
after your group’s presentation, and will be graded individually, so writing style and content is 
important. Be certain that you have a clear thesis and that you catalog in detail your experience 
working on this project. You will be graded not only on content, but also on the thoroughness of your 
work and on the quality of your writing. This paper should be double-spaced, and in no larger than 12-
point font with one-inch margins. 

 

7. Assignments [20% of final grade] 
 

 

Some of these assignments will be listed in the syllabus, and some will be announced throughout the 
class. In general, these are small assignments that relate to the speeches that you hear, the readings 
that we do, and other general concepts that we cover in the course. 

 

8. Research Skills Building (RSB) [10% of final grade] 
 

Research Skill Building (RSB) is a series of activities you will complete to grow your sills and abilities as a 
Researcher. Regardless of your major, being able to find, use and cite quality research resources is a skill. 
The RSBs will be administered by the library within the Canvas pages for this class. Most of the RSBs will 
open on Thursday mornings at 8:00 a.m. and close one week later on Wednesday evenings at 11:59 p.m. 
Watch the introductory video before you start your RSB Pretest in Module 1.                        
If you have questions about the RSBs, contact: 
Jenni Breems 
Director of Library Services 
Jenni.breems@dordt.edu 

 

9. Class Participation [5% of final grade] 
 

 

As mentioned in the “Course Requirements” on page two, class participation is crucial to the success of 
our semester. There is an emphasis in this course on rhetorical and discussion methods; class 
participation is factored into your final grade. I expect that you will participate actively in discussions. 
Active participation means contributing to the discussions in each module. To that end, you should 
think about the primary value of assigned readings and consider how they might relate to material 
presented in the associated lecture and the larger course goals. You might ask, “Why are we reading 
this?” “How does it contribute to our learning at this stage in the semester?” You may find it helpful to 
compare and contrast particular readings with other essays or lecture material. 

There are plenty of other methods too. Identify common themes and make a list of comparisons and/or 
contrasts. Determine the most important questions. Being able to ask the right questions about a 
particular reading may be the first way of coming to terms with it. Find illustrative quotations. For 
example, you might select a quote you think best illustrates the major thesis of the essay, one you found 
difficult to understand, or another that you especially like (or dislike). Stuck on a reading? Try the 
following: 

Identify key terms 
• What are the key questions or issues the video/reading addresses? 
• What is the central theme or basic argument of the writer/producer? 
• What key examples or illustrations are used in this video/reading? 
• Is there anything you (dis)agreed with? 
• What questions did the reading generate for you? 

mailto:Jenni.breems@dordt.edu
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• What was the most important or interesting thing that you learned? 

Also note that peer evaluations (both oral and written) and listening exercises/quizzes will fall into this 
category. These types of activities will be determined by the instructor during the semester. And this 
is also where your extra credit will be added from the argumentative speech, if you completed this 
opportunity. 

 
10. Exams [20% of final grade] – (Quizzes and Final Exam) 

 

There will be objective quizzes at the end of the modules. 
The final is application of the material covered this semester, in a written, thought out response. 

 

Course Policies & Procedures 

Late Papers and Assignments: Late papers, speeches and written assignments will result in a ten 
(10) point deduction for each day that it is late. 

Students are reminded that it is their responsibility to have a backup plan when computers fail. It is 
suggested that students connect with friends, family members, and note what computers are available 
in the local library. Technical issues will not be accepted as excuses for late assignments. 

Due Date Policy: It is your responsibility to note the due dates. Refer to the Course Summary on the 
Syllabus page in the course for an overview of dates. 

Speech Submissions: 
1. You must obtain a live audience of at least 3 people for each speech; skype audience members will 

not count towards the minimum of 3. Each member of your audience must be 12 years of age or 
above. Every person less than 3 will result in a 10-point deduction on your speech. Make sure to 
record your audience members before and after the speech in the same clip. DO NOT stop or pause 
recording. You may use the same audience members for all speeches. You must face the camera. 
We should be able to see your face, your steps and your gestures. Also, pay attention to your 
lighting, this is important in an online class. 

2. Maintain academic honesty and integrity by submitting original work and verbally citing sources 
appropriately. 

3. Use appropriate visual aids. Illegal, illicit, and/or dangerous materials such as (not limited to), drugs, 
alcohol, firearms, pornography, cannot be used as visual aids. 

4. Use appropriate behavior. Profanity, slang, and abusive, vulgar, sexist, ethically-biased, or irreverent 
language is not appropriate for public speaking. See the Professional Behavior link 

5. Remove your hat while speaking and dress nicely. Wearing a hat and dressing in “lounge” attire 
while delivering a speech is distracting to your audience, interferes with eye contact and 
disrespectful to your audience. 

Discussions:  

Each module has a place for you to ask questions in a discussion forum. Reading these discussions could 
potentially answer a question you also have. There will also be graded discussions. Discussions in an 
online class simulate what we would do in a classroom, the back-and-forth responses. To have effective 
discussions, there will be due dates for an original post and then a due date to reply to your peers’ 
posts. Please participate early in the module and participate often. Some are group orientated and will 
enhance your later group work in the course. Remember, in discussions, it is valuable to amplify what 



Dordt University ● CORE 110 (Communication Foundations) ● Online Summer 2021 
 

- 8 - 

 

 

was said, clarify questions you have and to diversify, indicating an alternative perspective. 

Video Assignments:  
You should watch each students’ speech. You will be assigned a listening exercise after some speeches. 
You are required to reply to students who ask questions. Please pay attention to due dates, and give 
your fellow students enough time to complete their responses (in other words, don’t wait until the last 
day to submit) 

Reading Expectations:  

Read all chapters as assigned. It is up to the students to complete course reading within the 
recommended time frame. Since this is an online course, it is extremely important that you keep up to 
date with your readings. Recognize, there is MUCH reading at the onset of the course, so please don’t 
fall behind. 

 
 

Schedule 
"RSB" refers to an online tech assessment activity. 

 
MODULE/TOPICS DUE DATE ACTIVITY/ASSIGNMENT 

Getting Started 5/21 RSB Pretest 
Getting Started Quiz 
Introduction Speech 

5/24 Listening Pre-Test 
Module 1: Listening 
Effectively, Ethical 
Perspective, and the Big 
Picture 
 
Any Ol’ Bag Speech Due 

5/26 RSB #1 
5/27 Module 1 Reading & Videos (see Canvas) 
5/28 Module 1 Discussion 

Any Ol’ Bag Speech 
5/31 RSB #2 

Module 1 Quiz 

Module 2: Informative 
Speeches; Language and 
Delivery 
 
Informative Speech Due 

6/1 Informative Speech Information & Videos 
6/4 Module 2 Readings & Videos (see Canvas) 

Informative Speech Purpose Statement 
6/9 RSB #3 
6/11 Informative Speech 
6/14 Informative Listening Exercises #1-4 

Informative Speech Self Evaluation 
6/15 RSB #4 

Module 2 Quiz 
Module 3: Making a 
Valid Point; Argument 
Sake; Analyzing Culture 
and Media 
 
Work on Argument 
Speech 

6/18 RSB #5 
6/21 Module 3 Readings & Videos (see Canvas) 

Argument Speech Information 
6/23 RSB #6 

Commercial Analysis 
6/28 Speech to Argue Purpose Statement 
6/30 RSB #7 
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Schultze Reaction 
7/5 RSB #8 

Module 3 Discussion 
Module 3 Quiz 

Module 4: Analyzing 
Media and Culture; Role 
of Media in Culture 
 
Argument Speech Due 

7/9 Module 4 Readings & Videos (see Canvas) 
7/14 RSB #9 

Argument Speech 
7/16 Argument Speech Listening Responses #1-4 
7/19 RSB #10 

Argument Speech Self Evaluation 
Prophetic Media 
Module 4 Discussion Questions #1-3 
Module 4 Quiz 

Module 5: Radical 
Discipleship 
Groups/Authenticity in 
Communication 
 
Cultural Text Analysis 
Presentation (Group) Due 

7/23 Culture Text Analysis Media Choice (Group) 
7/28 Module 5 Readings 

RSB #11 
8/3 Cultural Text Analysis Outline (Group Presentation) 
8/4 Cultural Text Analysis (Group Presentation) 

RSB #12 
8/5 Listening Post Test/Scores 

Wrap Up 8/6 Listening Assignment for Cultural Text (Group) 
Presentations 
End of Semester Self Analysis 

8/9 RSB Post-test 
Course Evaluation 

8/10 Final Exam 
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