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SOC201/CORE261:  Sociology and Social Justice  

Summer 2018            
 
Instructor  
      Professor Erin J. Olson, PhD, MSW, LISW    
      Phone:  712.722.6359 
      Text:  712.348.5124 
      Email:  erin.olson@dordt.edu 
     Twitter:  @eolson30  
 
 
Course Description 
 Sociology illuminates the human experience.  It invites us to examine aspects of the  

social environment that are often ignored or taken for granted.  Studying sociology provides 
insight to achieve a better grasp of how our society and others are organized.  It offers a 
unique way to see behind the public aspects of social life and discern its inner structure, to 
discover that nothing in our social world is as simple as it may seem.  
 
This course is a part of the Core curriculum that assists students in developing a Christian 
worldview, with specific emphasis on the themes of Justice and Stewardship.  
SOC201/CORE261 introduces Sociology, which examines both the connection between the 
person and their social network, as well as their place in an elaborate mix of social 
structures and institutions.  This is essential to understand and fulfill our God-ordained 
communal roles.  Actions taken by Christians should reflect God’s norms for the creational 
order as communicated through his Word.  Living as obedient disciples in community with 
one another, we are called to promote justice and stewardship throughout God’s kingdom.  
 
Sociology includes: an examination of culture and socialization; social structure; group 
behavior, inequalities (of class, race, gender, and age); as well as identifying and analyzing 
our role in major social institutions, such as family, religion, politics, economy, education, 
and health care.  Additionally, you will gain an understanding of social change occurring 
through collective action, social movements, and public sociology.  As students, learning 
basic sociological theory will increase your understanding of social processes and 
problems; and contribute to the development of a sociological perspective that is biblically 
rooted and will enrich a contemporary Christian response.   
 

Materials 
 Macionis, John J. (2012). Society, 14th Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.   
 
 Miscellaneous articles, films, and other readings will be posted on course@dordt.edu.  
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Learning Objectives 

1. Gain an overview of Sociology as a means of examining social interaction among 
people and the creation. 

2. Learn to assess competing theories, including a biblically-informed view, about how 
human behavior within community is shaped.  

3. Apply sociological imagination and other related social activities to observing and 
explaining human social behavior in everyday life. 

4. Identify individual and communal patterns of behavior that result in oppression, 
exploitation, and injustice. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of the role taken on by major social institutions in 
modern societies:  Race & Ethnicity, Economics & Politics,  Families & Religion 

6. Identify the tension between the principles and expectations of contemporary social 
structures and those grounded in Biblical norms established by God for 
relationships, groups, institutions, and creation. 

7. Demonstrate understanding of the role taken on by major social institutions in 
modern societies: Education, Health, & Medicine; Population, Urbanization, & 
Environment  

8. Demonstrate a critical evaluation based on biblical principles rooted in the cultural 
mandate and teachings of Christ 

9. Identify the tension between the principles and expectations of contemporary social 
structures and those grounded in Biblical norms established by God for 
relationships, groups, institutions, and creation. 

10. Develop countervailing ways of responding to oppression, exploitation, and injustice 
with compassion, justice, and love of neighbor.  

11. Define and promote shalom throughout the mosaic of cultures, communities, and 
lifestyles that coexist under God’s sovereignty. 

  

Evaluation 
      
 
Weekly Quizzes                            6@ 10 pts.   
Essays                                                         2@ 50 pts.  
Weekly Writing                                      6@ 25 pts.  
Sociology in Perspective Paper            100 pts.  
Book Review                                                    40 pts.  
Active Engagement                                    50 pts.  
 
 
Total         500 pts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grading Scale 
475-500 = A 
455-474 = A- 
440-454 = B+ 
425-439 = B 
404-424 = B- 
390-404 = C+ 
375-389 = C 
355-374 = C- 
340-354 = D+ 
325-339 = D 
305-324 = D- 
304-below = F 
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Course Assignments and Requirements 
    
   Weekly Writing:  Your initial discussion forum post is due to the board by Wednesday at 

midnight and then you must respond to each of your group members’ postings by Friday 
at midnight.  Your initial post should be 300-400 words and your response to your 
classmate’s postings should be 100-200 words.  In your initial postings, try to amplify, 
clarify, or simplify.  

 
 Module 1:   Food & Culture  
 Module 2:    “What Boys Want” 
 Module 3:    Homelessness 
 Module 4:   “How to Land Your Kid in Therapy” 
 Module 5:   Michael Sandel TED Talk on the market economy  
 Module 6:   Wolterstorff’s Justice Not Charity  
 
   Quizzes:   There will be weekly quizzes over the reading materials for each module.  The quizzes 

need to be completed each week by Tuesday at midnight.     
 
   Book Review:  Each student will pick a book related to one of the topics of Sociology in this 

course and will write a 3-4 page book review on their book.  This review will include 
relevant connections to course material including specific sociological concepts, reference 
to sociological institutions, as well as Biblical concepts of justice and shalom.  The instructor 
will provide a list of potential books students may choose from, but students can also 
suggest other books they might be interested in reviewing.  These will need to be approved 
by the instructor at least 1 week before the due date of the review.   

 
   Active Engagement:  Class participation is an important part of this course.  Participation in 

discussion forums, activities, and is expected and will be factored into the final participation 
grade for the course.  Please communicate any difficulties with technology or the course 
management system to me via text or email.   

   
   Essays:  You will need to complete two short essays throughout the course of the semester.  These 

essays will be based on your readings, a film, or some other issue related to class material.  
The essays should be approximately 4 pages (1000-1250 words) in length and these must 
be submitted in the course dropbox (found on the course Canvas page) on the day they are 
due.  Please do not email me your paper.  The essays will be evaluated for form (grammar, 
spelling, thought development) and content which should focus on your sociological 
assessment and analysis of the topic including both your own values and thoughts as well as 
content and reference to our textbook and classroom discussions.   
      Essay Due Dates and Topics:   
 Essay 1 Due Week 2: “Does Inequality Cause Crime?”  
 Essay 2 Due Week 4:  “The Confidence Gap” 

          
 Sociology in Perspective Paper:  In this paper, the student will discuss how sociology is relevant 
 to their own discipline or area of interest.  How is having a sociological perspective 
 important in your specific discipline?  What concepts of Sociology can you relate to your 
 field of interest?  How can you employ concepts like justice and shalom in your future 
 workplace, classroom, or field?  Students will need to reference the textbook along with at 
 least 2 other supporting sources.  A more specific rubric will be posted to Canvas two weeks 
 before the paper is due.  
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Class Policies 
      Academic Honesty Policy (from The Defender-Student Handbook) 

Dordt College is committed to developing a community of Christian scholars where all 
members accept the responsibility of practicing personal and academic integrity in 
obedience to biblical teaching.   For students, this means not lying, cheating, or stealing 
others’ work to gain academic advantage; it also means opposing academic dishonesty.   
Students found to be academically dishonest will receive academic sanctions from their 
professor (from a failing grade on the particular academic task to a failing grade in the 
course) and will be reported to the Student Life Committee for possible institutional 
sanctions (from a warning to dismissal from the college).  Appeals in such matters will be 
handled by the student disciplinary process.  For more information, see the Student 
Handbook at 
www.dordt.edu/campus_life/student_handbook/general_information.shtml#academic_dish
onesty 

 
 
     Dordt’s Accommodations Policy:  

Any student who needs access to accommodations based on the impact of a documented 
disability should contact the Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (CSSD): 
Marliss Van Der Zwaag, Academic Enrichment Center, (712) 722-6490, 
mmvdzwaag@dordt.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dordt.edu/campus_life/student_handbook/general_information.shtml#academic_dishonesty
http://www.dordt.edu/campus_life/student_handbook/general_information.shtml#academic_dishonesty
mailto:mmvdzwaag@dordt.edu
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Tentative Schedule 
 

Modules Dates  Learning 
Objectives 

Activities 

Module 1:  What is 
Sociology?  Theories 

and Sociological 
Perspective  

May 17-23 1 & 2 Quiz #1: Chapter 1: 
Pages 4-29 

Chapters 2, 3, & 4   
Weekly Writing #1 

 
Module 2:  Groups & 

Organizations, Sexuality 
& Society, and Deviance 

May 24-30 2, 3, & 4 Quiz #2:  Chapters 5-7 
Weekly Writing #2 
Essay 1:  Are There 

Cultural Roots to 
Poverty?  

 
Module 3: Patterns of 

Exploitation, 
Oppression, & Injustice  

May 31-June 6 4, 5, & 6 Quiz #3:  Chapters 8-10 
Weekly Writing #3 

 
Module 4: Major Social 

Institutions  
June 7-13 6, 7, & 8 Quiz #4: Chapters 11-13 

Weekly Writing #4 
Essay 2:  The Confidence 

Gap 
Module 5:Major Social 
Institutions & Biblical 

Norms  

June 14-20 8 & 9 Quiz #5: Chapters 14 & 
15 

Weekly Writing #5 
Book Review 

Module 6:  Justice & 
Shalom  

June 21-28 9 & 10 Quiz #6:  Chapter 16  
Catholic Social Teaching 

Reading  
Wolterstorff Reading  

Weekly Writing #6 
Sociology in Perspective 

Paper  
 


