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Catalog Description 

     Explores the many forms that American culture has taken throughout the country’s 
history, including bestsellers and beliefs, myths and movies, legends and laws. 
Students will learn to recognize and interpret cultural symbols and to better understand 
the complex world in which they live. 

Learning Outcomes 

At the conclusion of this course a student will:  

Explain the evolution and cultural work of a variety of forms of popular culture, including 
literary genres, film, music, television, and organized sports. 

Explain the rise of a modern culture of consumption that is connected to the spread of 
mass-produced popular culture. 

Understand the importance of historical context in the interpretation of popular culture. 

Describe how popular culture can both shape and reflect national values, desires, fears, 
and prejudices. 



Analyze how the “meaning” of a cultural text may reside in the text itself, in the 
intentions of the text’s producer, and in the ways that consumers experience the text – 
often all at the same time. 

Demonstrate an understanding of some of the basic theoretical concepts and terms 
from the field of popular culture and an ability to apply such concepts and terms when 
analyzing popular culture. 

Improve your critical thinking skills through writing and speaking.  

  

Teaching/Learning Strategies 

Lecture, group work and discussion. Online dialog and reading. Film, video, websites 
and articles.  

Required Readings 

All material posted on Canvas 

Assessment: 

Attendance / Participation/ Weekly Discussion           20 points 

Week 1 Paper                                                                   8.3 points 

Week 2 Paper                                                                   8.3 points 

Week 3 Paper                                                                    8.3 points 

Week 4 Paper                                                                    8.3 points 

Week 5 Paper                                                                     8.3 points 

Week 6 Paper                                                                    8.3 points 

Final Paper                                                                        30 points 

                                                                                             100% 

  

ADA Policy 

If you as a student qualify as a person with a disability as defined in Chapter 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA), you are strongly 
encouraged to register with the Center for Teaching and Learning. The Center for 
Teaching and Learning is located in the Diane M. Halle Library room 201 and online 
at http://www.endicott.edu/academicresourcesLinks to an external site.. 

http://www.endicott.edu/academicresources


As a student registered with the Center for Teaching and Learning, it is your 
responsibility to present your accommodation letter to your instructor at the beginning of 
each semester.  

Academic Integrity Statement 

Students are required to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy of Endicott College. 

Course Expectations 

This course is a 3-credit course, which means that in addition to the scheduled meeting 
times, students are expected to do at least 6 hours of course-related work outside of 
class each week during the semester. This includes time spent completing assigned 
readings, participating in lab sessions, studying for test and examinations, preparing 
written assignments, and other course-related task. 

  

Activity  Description  Hours 

  

Library Research 

  

Library Research for Papers. 

  

  

25 

  

Writing 

  

  

Weekly Paper and final paper 

  

85 

  

Weekly Posted 
Discussion 

  

  

Research, Writing and Responding 

  

20 

  

Video Viewing 

  

From My Endicott 

  

5 

  

  

  

  

  

135 

  



  

Topical Outline and Timeline 

  

  

Week of 
Class Topic Reading Assignment 

  

Week One 

  

  

Introduction to American 
Popular Culture. 

Defining Culture, Society and 
Enculturation 

Discussion of values, beliefs, 
and cultural identifiers. 

Historic overview of popular 
culture. 

Icons, celebrity, fads and 
trends Defining American 
Popular Culture 

Theory of Mass Society 

Theory of Culture Industry 

Theory of Progressive 
Evolution 

  

All Week One 
material on 
CANVAS 

Check Required 
Reading and Week 
One assignment on 
CANVAS 

  

Week Two 

  

Heroes and Superheroes. 

Comic book history. 

Characteristics of Comic book 
superheroes. 

Contemporary heroes. 

Cartoons 

All Week Two 
material on 
CANVAS 

Check Required 
Reading and Week 
Two assignment on 
CANVAS 



  

Week Three 

  

Historic overview of mass 
media’s relationship to popular 
culture. 

Storytelling and enculturation. 

Myths and legends. Mass 
Media’s role in popular culture. 

Who owns mass media? 

Who funds mass media? 

Consumerism and pop culture. 

All Week Three 
material on 
CANVAS 

Check Required 
Reading and Week 
Three assignment on 
CANVAS 

  

Week   Four 

  

Forms of News and 
Journalism. 

Advertising. 

Mass Marketing. 

Countercultures 

  

All Week Four 
material on 
CANVAS 

Check Required 
Reading and Week 
Four assignment on 
CANVAS 

  

Week   Five 

  

Symbolism 

Movies 

Books 

TV series 

Sports 

Fashion 

Technology and popular 
culture. 

Technological singularity. 

All Week Five 
material on 
CANVAS 

Check Required 
Reading and Week 
Five assignment on 
CANVAS 

  

Week   Six 

  

Globalization of American 
Popular Culture 

All Week Six 
material on 
CANVAS 

Check Required 
Reading and Week 
Six assignment on 
CANVAS 



Week 

Seven 
Trends and wrap up 

All Week Seven 
material on 
CANVAS 

  

Check Required 
Reading and Week 
Seven assignment on 
CANVAS 

  

Parameters for American Pop Culture Final Paper is due  Monday Night 
August 30  by 10:00pm. 
My objective of this paper is to enable you to demonstrate your understanding of the 
components of pop culture, and to gain a bit of mastery in one domain. This course will 
culminate in a final paper which will be a minimum of 8-9 typed pages using APA or 
MLA format. ALL INFORMATION MUST BE CITED 

Title page, reference page and any charts or graphics used in this paper are acceptable 
but will not contribute to the page count. 

You are to select a specific American pop cultural identifier, that is a vehicle that 
expresses our 

contemporary culture. These could include such things as TV, Movies, Books, 
Magazines, Paintings,Sculpture, Dance, Textile Fashion, Sports, Food, Music, anything 
that 

expresses what we are as a culture and is mainstream. 

I would like to keep this as contemporary as possible and work with information (other 
than historical) that is less than ten years old. 

Your paper will include, but not limited to: 

The historical origins of your identifier. 

Who are the common culture individual players, what makes them different and similar? 

What is its connection to mass culture? 

Movie review about your topic. 

How is it advertised or used in advertising? 

Identify and explain the symbols (2) of your topic 

Issues with class, gender, race or sexual preference bias for your topic or its market. 

How is it funded? 

What American values does it reflect? 



Current trends. 

In conclusion, what does it mean to you? 

  

Here is my quick 10 cent model of the template above: 

Topic: NASCAR 

History –no problem 

Players –Kevin Harvick, Kyle Bush. 

Mass Culture: I would talk about NASCAR NATION and what it’s comprised of. 

Movie Review- It would give me a chance to see Talladega Nights 

Advertising – Look at the cars, they are moving billboards for a million auto part, and 
this goes way 

beyond this, sponsorship, TV prime time etc. 

Symbols: Icon-Richard Petty, the NASCAR logo 

Issues- Women or African American drivers? 

Funded-Private, Auto makers etc. 

Values- American competition, it was about integrity but getting a little more wild west. 

Current trends- add more races to schedule. 

In conclusion, I have never watched NASCAR and all the above info was peripheral, I 
heard it from sportscast or news or newspaper. 

This paper should contain 8-9 pages with a minimum of six sources, fully cited. 

  

Subject to Change Statement 

At the discretion of the Professor, content and evaluation methods contained within this 
syllabus may be changed to accommodate the progress of the class. 

 


