
AMERICAN HISTORY TO 1865
I. HIS 201-F04 American History I ONLINE COURSE Fall 2022

Ferrum College
Program: History School: Arts and Humanities
Instructor: Dr. Brian Suttell
Required Virtual Class Meeting Times: Tuesdays 8:00-9:20 A.M.
Office: Meetings via email or videoconferencing, by appointment
Office Hours:  10:00 A.M. -2:00 P.M.. on Wednesdays, by appointment
E-Mail: bsuttell@ferrum.edu

COURSE STRUCTURE: This course is conducted entirely online, which means students do not
have to be on campus to complete any portion of it. Access to a computer with internet access
is required. Students will participate in the course using Ferrum’s Online Course Management
System called Brightspace (ferrum.desire2learn.com) Students will use their Student ID number
and create a private password to access Brightspace. Within Brightspace, students will access
online lessons, course materials, and resources. At designated times throughout the course,
students will participate in a blend of self-paced and group paced activities using Brightspace
and additional internet-based technologies. Activities will consist of discussion forums, course
readings, papers, assignments, and quizzes. I will support the students throughout this course,
so feel free to reach out with questions.  Required class meetings will take place through the
Virtual Classroom in Brightspace.

Brightspace Requirements: To ensure compatibility with Brightspace, enable JavaScript and
Cookies on your browser, and disable pop-up blockers. In addition, you must have Adobe Flash
Player 10.1 or later. Information about preferred compatible browsers for use with Brightspace
are available at the following website:
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_support.ht
m

II. Required Materials
We will use the online version of the following book:
-Joseph L. Locke and Ben Wright, editors, The American Yawp: A Massively Collaborative
Open U.S. History Textbook (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2019).  You can
download the PDF of this book for free at: https://www.americanyawp.com/ Then scroll
down to PDF Vol.1
There is no required textbook to purchase, but students will need to rent or purchase
the following film:
- The Free State of Jones (2016), directed by Gary Ross.  It is Available from Google Play,
YouTube Movies, and other sites for a small fee.  If you choose to rent it, you
should wait until closer to the day it is required to be viewed.

mailto:bsuttell@ferrum.edu
https://www.americanyawp.com/


Note: Ancillaries to the required materials (e.g., teacher videos, articles, slides, online videos,
etc.) will be posted on Brightspace
Additional Materials for Learning:
● Computer with basic audio/visual output equipment
● Webcam (internal or external)
● Internet access (broadband recommended)
● Microsoft Office
● Google Education Suite (provided via your Ferrum College email account)

III. Following the course schedule: This course requires attendance at virtual class meetings
on Tuesdays, but students should log into Brightspace at least three times per week and check
News Announcements.  Students must also adhere to deadlines for submitting course work that
are listed in the course schedule in this syllabus (hard deadlines are listed with capital letters).
Students can find the list of tasks for the course in Brightspace Course Materials

Content Module # (whichever module we happen to be on at the time).

IV. IMPORTANCE OF READING THIS SYLLABUS:
Be sure to read this syllabus carefully.  You are responsible for understanding the content of this
syllabus and adhering to the policies that it sets forth.  There will be a syllabus and plagiarism
quiz which counts for part of your overall course grade!

NOTE ABOUT ONLINE COURSE:
Since we do not meet face-to-face in a traditional classroom, students should expect that an
online course comes with a greater amount of independent reading and viewing of slides and
course videos than would reasonably be expected from a face-to-face course.

MEANINGFUL LEARNING:
This course has been designed to appeal to a variety of learners by using various methods of
teaching and assessment. I encourage students to take an active role in utilizing this course to
help shape their own understanding of processes of historical change.

V. Catalog Course Description:
A survey of the development of the United States from its colonial inception through the
Civil War.

VI. Purpose/Rationale for this Course:

The purpose of this course is to allow students to critically interpret the past.  Students
will utilize primary and secondary sources to understand the forces that shaped American
history until 1865, and to understand how events of the past still have relevance today.  The
long-term impact for the student is not merely the retention of facts, but to develop an
understanding of how to approach historical issues and make relevant connections between
history and the world in which they live.



The goals and outcomes for the course are as follows:
1. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American colonial experience
in various regions.  Students will also gain an understanding of the international
connections and various cultures that shaped American history both in the colonial era
and after independence.  Students will utilize that understanding to reflect on global
understanding and social responsibilities in today’s world.
2. The student will analyze and interpret the causes of the American Revolution and its
impact on the lives of a variety of people.
3.  The student will examine the factors which led to the creation of the United States
Constitution and the nature of politics in the new nation under the Constitution.
4.  The student will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of American politics
and society in the Jacksonian period.  Students will also evaluate the implications of
economic developments in the early 19th century.
5.  The student will examine and analyze various reform movements and the nature of
southern culture and the slave system in mid-19th century America.  Students will
interpret primary sources and analyze arguments made by scholars.
6.  The student will exhibit an understanding of the various developments and factors
that led to the coming of the Civil War.  They will also analyze the legacy of slavery and
the Civil War.

VII. Instructional Methodology and Use of Technology:
This course has been designed to appeal to a variety of learners by various

methods of teaching assessment.  Students will be encouraged to take an active role in
their own learning by participating in class discussions and student presentations.  The
instructor will challenge students to think like historians by analyzing various primary
and secondary sources, both in print and online.  Students will also engage with sources
and ideas from scholarly websites.

VIII. College and Course Outcomes
College-wide Student Learning Outcomes:
Students will think critically and solve problems through analysis, evaluation, inference,

induction, and deduction.

The course goals (See section VI) support the college-wide student learning outcomes
through the utilization of a variety of assessments and teaching strategies.  Students will analyze
various social, political, cultural and economic factors that produce historical change.  Students
will be required to write a paper with an argument rooted in evidence and scholarly
interpretation.  They will also create presentations utilizing information from course materials as
well as their own research on historical topics covered in class.  Students will also participate in
discussion boards and engage with the perspectives of other students. They will also take tests
and quizzes that will measure their knowledge and their ability to critically interpret the past.

Program Student Learning Outcomes:



Students will demonstrate a depth of knowledge, capability and ethical reasoning in a
chosen field.

-History graduates will be able to make references that demonstrate an
acceptable level of specific historical knowledge.
-History graduates will evaluate and use primary and secondary sources,
including unconventional sources, and use proper bibliographic reference
materials.

The course goals will support the history department student learning outcomes.
Students will utilize primary and secondary sources to inform their interpretations of the past.
They will be required to incorporate Chicago style footnotes into their papers.  Students will
interpret a variety of sources from a wide range of historical figures.  The instructor will use a
variety of teaching and assessment strategies, including course videos, Power Point slides,
discussion boards, quizzes, and student papers.

IX. Course Requirements and Assignments:

GRADING
QUIZZES/ASSIGNMENTS 50%
PROJECTS (2 Papers and one video presentation) 30%
DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS (Each requiring two submissions) 20%

LATE ASSIGNMENTS:
Late assignments will be penalized ten points (out of 100) each calendar day they are late.  Any
assignment that is five days late or more receives a zero. Discussion board posts cannot be
turned in late.  Any discussion board submissions that are late will automatically receive a score
of zero.

QUIZZES:
Quizzes should be completed through Brightspace, after you have completed all prior tasks.
Students can utilize any of the class materials, such as readings, notes, slides, and videos, to
help them answer the questions.  Be sure to leave yourself ample time to complete a quiz so
you can look back at your notes or any class material to help.  You may not seek answers from
other students, and such an action will be considered an academic integrity violation that will
result in a zero for the quiz and will be referred to College authorities for appropriate action.
Quizzes must be submitted by 11:59 P.M. on the due date.

PROMPTS AND RUBRICS:
Prompts for the papers will be provided on Brightspace.  Be sure to read the prompts carefully
and address all its requirements.  Additionally, scoring rubrics will be posted on Brightspace.
Students should consistently view the rubric as they write their paper.

DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS:



Discussion board posts require two separate submissions, which should be clearly labelled:
A) The student’s original thoughts on the question or prompt, rooted in evidence from the
readings, class slides and/or videos.  B) A response to another student’s post in which you
analyze their statements and provide further evidence to support their initial post.  You may
post up to a week in advance for submission A if you have completed all the tasks (readings,
slides, videos) prior.  For submission B, you can post any time after the deadline for submission
A and before the deadline for submission B.  See the class schedule for due dates.  Each
submission should be 5-8 sentences. Thus, the total would be between 10-16 sentences for
submissions A and B combined.  Sentences such as “Great Post” do not count toward the
sentence minimum. You should strictly adhere to these sentence restrictions. Any submission
under five sentences will automatically lose points.
WHAT SHOULD I WRITE IN MY POSTS?  The discussion board posts are a chance for you to
demonstrate that you have thought critically about the class readings, videos, and slides.  Thus,
you should give your thoughts on certain topics (especially controversial ones), but those
thoughts should be rooted in some sort of evidence from class readings, slides, or videos.  You
should think carefully about what you want to say and write clearly.  You should make your
points as concise as possible.  Posts that have grammar or spelling mistakes will lose points.
Submission B should respond in a thoughtful way to another student’s post and should also
include specific evidence from class readings, slides, or videos. Always be respectful and never
personally attack another student.  However, you can challenge another student’s interpretation
or suggest how their interpretation might be improved.  You can also agree with other students’
posts but should not merely reiterate what they said.  If you quote or paraphrase an author, put
the author’s name and the page number.  Example: (Brinkley 58).

READINGS:
Students should take notes on the readings, including facts, but also noting the central
arguments and points of analysis.  You should also write down any reactions you have to the
readings in your reading notes.  Your notes will be helpful on quizzes, discussion boards, and
projects.  Readings are available on Brightspace or on the internet.

COMMUNICATION:
“Three Before Me”: Before e-mailing me, a student should check to see if their question could
be answered by 1) Reading the syllabus carefully 2) Checking Brightspace for updates, including
class announcements 3) Carefully reading a prompt for an assignment or instructions for a quiz,
and carefully watching course videos and viewing class slides.  If a student has done their due
diligence in seeking the answer to a question, I am more than happy to assist via e-mail.
Students can expect e-mail responses within 48 hours, but in almost every case my response
will be quicker (especially on weekdays).  If I have not responded within 48 hours, please check
your sent mail to ensure that your e-mail went through.  If so, send me a follow-up e-mail.
Students should check Brightspace often (3-4 times per week) for updates, including
announcements and file uploads.  I suggest checking grades frequently (more than once per
week) to ensure that you have received credit for your work.  If there is a grade concern, let me
know immediately.



VIRTUAL CLASSROOM AND ATTENDANCE: Synchronous class meetings will be conducted
through the Virtual Classroom in Brightspace.  If your course home page in Brightspace does not
have a tab for the Virtual Classroom, you can find it under the Communication tab.  Attendance
is required. Each unexcused absence beyond 2 absences will lead to a 2-point deduction from
your final course grade.  Four or more unexcused absences will result in a failing grade for the
course.

SLIDES:
I strongly suggest that you take notes from the Power Point slides.  Many of the slides include
blanks for you to fill-in.  The answers for the blanks can be found in a variety of ways.  Some of
the answers will come from the teacher videos that I have created.  Others come from course
readings.  In other cases, I have provided the answers on the final slide(s) of the presentation,
including relevant explanations. Some of the slides have videos or other links embedded in
them.  If so, you should view the video or link unless otherwise noted. Also, some slides have
audio explanations, so be sure to listen to those.

VIDEOS:
You should take notes from the teacher-created videos and other class videos.  Write down facts
in your notebook (or laptop), but also write your thoughts about the most significant themes.
Feel free to e-mail me with questions if you are unclear on any topic, or if you would like to
discuss it further.

SUBMITTING PAPERS:
Written documents should be typed in Microsoft Word.  Let me know if this is not possible for
you.  Use Times New Roman, 12-point font with one-inch margins, and double-spacing. I
recommend you submit projects a day early to allow for any technical problems, including
power or internet outages.  Such instances will not be accepted as excuses for late submissions.
I recommend saving your work repeatedly in different formats.  A computer crash or lost
zip-drive or similar occurrences will not be accepted as excuses for late submissions.  Submit
papers through the Dropbox in Brightspace and review the plagiarism checker for potential
issues.
-Papers require Chicago/Turabian style footnotes for citations.  See details in prompts.
-All papers must include the following statement followed by the student signature (which
can be typed) and date: I have abided by Ferrum College and course policies regarding
plagiarism on this assignment.

PACING YOUR WORKLOAD:
This course has been designed to allow for some flexibility in the time for completion of
assignments.  You should complete all the tasks in order.  I recommend printing and/or taking a
picture of the course schedule in case of computer or Brightspace malfunction or temporary
unavailability.  You should never wait until the last minute to try to complete a lot of tasks.  You
may choose to complete the readings early, and I do not recommend that you get far behind.  The
same is true for any of the class videos and slides.  To allow for emergencies or sicknesses, it is a
good strategy to attempt to stay at least a day or two ahead of the suggested schedule.



COURSE SCHEDULE:
This course schedule is subject to minor changes. Students will receive notice of any changes via
News announcements in Brightspace.  I suggest printing or taking a picture of this schedule and
checking off the tasks as you go. Hard deadlines (due dates) are listed in capital letters.

PART ONE: INTRODUCTION
__Read the welcome message on Brightspace
__Read the Syllabus carefully
__Read Section 4.0 (“Cheating, Lying, Plagiarism”) in the Ferrum College Student Handbook:
http://www.ferrum.edu/downloads/student-affairs/student_handbook.pdf
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: AUGUST 23: Introduction and Atlantic World
__View teacher video: Plagiarism
__Read: Overview/Plagiarism from: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html
__SUBMIT INTRODUCTION DISCUSSION BOARD: POST 1A BY 11:59 P.M. ON; POST
1B (Response post to another student) BY 11:59 P.M. ON
__SUBMIT QUIZ 1 (PLAGIARISM AND SYLLABUS QUIZ) BY 11:59 P.M. ON
__Read: Mary Beth Norton, “History Under Construction in
Florida”https://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/02/opinion/02norton.html

PART TWO: HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND COLONIAL AMERICA
__View teacher video: Maya Civilization, 1
__View teacher video: Maya Civilization 2
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 2, “Colliding Cultures” (28-50) Reminder: use the page
numbers in the actual book, not from the PDF file page numbers.  See the link for the PDF of the
book under the Required Materials section (earlier in this syllabus). Scroll down to PDF �Vol. 1
__View PP slides: Pre-Columbian American Civilizations
__View teacher video: Maya Civilization 3 Chichen Itza
__View slides: Intro, Early Modern Period
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING:: ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE
__Read Edmund S. Morgan, “Columbus’ Confusion About the New World”:
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/columbus-confusion-about-the-new-world-140132422/
__View slides: Cultures in Contact
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 3, “British North America” (54-77)
__SUBMIT ASSIGNMENT 1 (Thesis, Evidence, Sources) BY 11:59 P.M. ON
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING:: American Colonies
__View slides: Colonies
__View Teacher Video: Slave Trade 1
__Read the following “Essays” from www.slavevoyages.org:

-Introduction  -The Enslavement of Africans  -African Agency and Resistance  -Middle
Passage
__View slides: Slave Trade, African Coast (slides 1-28)
__View Teacher Video: Slave Trade 2

http://www.ferrum.edu/downloads/student-affairs/student_handbook.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/02/opinion/02norton.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/columbus-confusion-about-the-new-world-140132422/
http://www.slavevoyages.org


__SUBMIT DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS: 2A DUE BY 11:59 P.M. ON.; 2B DUE BY 11:59
P.M. ON
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 4, “Colonial Society” (81-105)
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: Race and Gender in Colonial America
__Complete Slave Trade Database Assignment (instructions and assignment in Brightspace).
NOTE: You will not “turn in” this assignment directly, but the questions from the assignment
will appear in Quiz 2
__View Slides: Colonial South Carolina
_Read: “An Excerpt from the Treaty of Lancaster Between the Indians of the Six Nations and the
Colonies of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania” (1744)  (Under Cross-Cultural Colonial
Conflicts in OER, then scroll down to the document)
https://www.oercommons.org/courses/cross-cultural-colonial-conflicts/view
Note: when reading older documents, an “s” looks more like an “f”
__SUBMIT QUIZ 2 BY 11:59 P.M. ON (Includes questions from the Slave Trade Database
Assignment and from other topics/slides/videos/readings in Part Two of the course schedule)
__SUBMIT PROJECT 1 (Paper on Colonial America- see prompt for details) BY 11:59 P.M.
ON

PART THREE: THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA AND EARLY U.S. HISTORY
VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: ROAD TO REVOLUTION
__View slides: Roots of Revolution
__Read: “Slave Petition to the Governor, Council, and House of Representatives of the Province
of Massachusetts” (1774): http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch14s9.html
__Read: “Slaves’ Petition for Freedom to the Massachusetts Legislature” (1777):
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/texts/hard-history/slaves-petition-for-freedom-to-
the-massachusetts-legislature
__View teacher video: Revolutionary Era 1
__View teacher video: Revolutionary Era 2
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 5, “The American Revolution” (109-138)
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: Rev. War, Establishing a Republic
__View: “Liberty and the American Experience” with Rob McDonald:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0X6hF4N0Q0
__Reading: Abigail Adams Letter to John Adams and John Adams’s response:
https://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/165adams-rtl.html
__View teacher video: Revolutionary Era 3
__View teacher video: Revolutionary Era 4
__Reading: Alfred Young, “The Pressure of the People on the Framers of the Constitution,”
available at:
http://ekladata.com/n0Va4FR0NNvy7NqwOAVoT5d3-7k/behind-the-framing-of-the-constitution
.pdf
__SUBMIT DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS: 3A DUE BY 11:59 P.M. ON 3B DUE BY 11:59
P.M. ON
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING:: Race in Early America
__View slides: Race in Early America

https://www.oercommons.org/courses/cross-cultural-colonial-conflicts/view
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch14s9.html
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__View/Read: Google Arts and Culture, “A Nation Divided: The Election of 1800,”
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/a-nation-divided-the-election-of-1800-thomas-jefferson
-foundation-at-monticello/FwISxDCU-6gaJA?hl=en
VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: OCTOBER 12: The Early Republic
__View slides: Early Republic
__Read: “Bill to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves” 1/12/1807:
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/a-bill-to-prohibit-the-importation-of-slaves
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 8, “The Market Revolution” (198-222)
__SUBMIT PROJECT 2 (Video Presentation) BY 11:59 P.M. ON
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING:: Jacksonian Democracy
__View: ”The Market Revolution: Crash Course American History #12”:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNftCCwAol0
__Read the synopsis that accompanies the document: “Opinion of the Supreme Court in United
States v. The Amistad”: https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/amistad-opinion
__Read: “The Indian Removal Act of 1830” (Click “Show/Hide Transcript to see the document):
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/indian-removal-act
__Read: “President Jackson’s Message on Indian Removal” (Click “Show/Hide Transcript to see
the document): https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/jackson-indian-removal
__Complete assignment of primary sources from www.docsteach.org (see Brightspace for the
assignment) NOTE: You will not “turn in” this assignment directly, but quiz 3 will have
questions based on this assignment.
__Read: “An 1837 Message from Brigadier General John E. Wool to the Cherokee Nation
Warning Them of the Consequences of Resisting Removal”
https://www.oercommons.org/courses/cross-cultural-colonial-conflicts/view
_Read: “An Excerpt from ‘Memorial and Protest of the Cherokee Nation, Written by John Ross
and Sent to the U.S. Congress on June 21, 1836.”
https://www.oercommons.org/courses/cross-cultural-colonial-conflicts/view
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 9, “Democracy in America: (227-248)
__SUBMIT QUIZ 3 BY 11:59 P.M. ON (Includes questions from the primary sources
assignment and other topics/readings/slides/videos in Part Three of the course schedule).

PART FOUR: CONFLICT, EXPANSION, SLAVERY AND FREEDOM
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING:: Slavery and Freedom
__View slides: Slavery and Freedom
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 12, “Manifest Destiny” (315-338)
__View: “Manifest Destiny, Period 5: 1844-1877”, available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BH7URONYaHU

__View/Read: Gilder Lehrman Institute, Google Arts and Culture, “Abolitionism”:
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/abolitionism/bAICYEjJduAqLg
__View: PJ Hill, “How Did The Pioneers Survive the Oregon Trail?”:
https://www.oercommons.org/courses/how-did-the-pioneers-survive-the-oregon-trail/view
VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: NOVEMBER 2: The Antebellum South
__View slides: Antebellum era
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__View: David Walker’s “Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World” (modern reading of the
1828 pamphlet by Walker), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IGNlROtf78
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 13, “The Sectional Crisis” (343-367)
__View: “America’s First Terrorist or National Hero?” (Raid on Harper’s Ferry):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11gevEoaJsk

__View film: The Free State of Jones (directed by Gary Ross)
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: The Civil War
__View slides: Civil War
__Read: Secession Ordinances:
South Carolina:
http://www.civildiscourse-historyblog.com/blog/2018/7/1/secession-documents-south-carolina
Mississippi: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_missec.asp
__View Teacher Video: Civil War, Slavery
__Read: The American Yawp, Chapter 14, “The Civil War” (371-398)
__View Teacher Video: “The Inner Civil War”
__SUBMIT PROJECT 3 BY 11:59 P.M. ON
__Read: Spotswood Rice letter to his daughters and letter to the “owner” of his daughter:
http://www.freedmen.umd.edu/rice.htm
__SUBMIT DISCUSSION BOARD 4: 4A DUE BY 11:59 P.M. ON; 4B DUE BY 11:59 P.M.
ON
__VIRTUAL CLASS MEETING: Legacy of the Civil War
__SUBMIT QUIZ 4 BY 11:59 P.M. ON (Includes questions from The Free State of Jones and
other topics/readings/slides/videos in Part Four of the course schedule)
__FINAL DAY TO SUBMIT QUIZ 4 FOR A LATE GRADE

X. Grading Evaluation Scale:
A=90-100
B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F=59 and below

XI. Attendance Policy:  For the most part, students are allowed to work at their own pace,
but students should log in to the course at least three times per week and be sure to submit
work by the deadlines.  Please also see the section about “Pacing Your Workload.”

XII. Academic Integrity:
In all instances, policies identified in the Ferrum College Catalog and the Ferrum College

Student and Faculty Handbooks regarding the Honor System shall be followed.  Students are
expected to display academic integrity at all times and in all circumstances.
Any instance of plagiarism or cheating will result in a zero for the assignment/test/quiz and may
be referred to college authorities for appropriate action.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IGNlROtf78
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XIII. Office of Academic Accessibility (OAA):
As directed by Ferrum College’s policy, any student with a disability who qualifies for and

seeks academic accommodations (such as testing or other services) must work through the
Office for Academic Accessibility for accommodations.  The office is located in Lower Stanley
Library, Office 110 and the director may be reached by phone at 365-4262 or by email at
nbeach@ferrum.edu . Please remember that accommodations cannot be granted retroactively;
they must be requested in a timely manner prior to when the accommodation is needed. 
Students who wish to use accommodations through OAA are encouraged to meet with the
director during the first weeks of the semester to discuss the process and are also invited to
read the policy manual on www.ferrum.edu/disability for specific information.

XIV. Civility in the Classroom Policy:
Civil behavior and mutual respect between faculty and students are critical in the college

classroom environment if teaching, learning, critical thinking, and sharing of ideas are to occur.
Respectful and civil behavior at a very basic level includes the following: engaging appropriately
in course activities, lecture, or discussion; and demonstrating the ability to discuss topics
without inappropriate language or attacking others (physically or verbally).  Avoid writing any
part of discussion board posts in all capital letters.  Students who do not comply with the Civility
in the Classroom policy described in the Faculty Handbook and the Student Handbook may be
removed from the academic setting and may risk serious consequences as outlined in the
Civility policy.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COURSE:
Students must have a computer with reliable access to the internet to complete this course.
Students will need to be able to view videos and a film through an online service.  Google
Chrome is the preferred browser.  For written assignments, students should submit work in
Microsoft Word in the Dropbox, and run their papers through the plagiarism checker.  Students
will also be required to submit a video presentation, so they should have access to a device that
can record a video (can be done with smartphones).  If you have any concerns about the
required technology for the course, please email me on the first day of the course.

BRIGHTSPACE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT:
Tech Support
Students needing technical assistance with Brightspace at any time during the course or to
report a problem can contact Ferrum’s 24/7 Brightspace Technical Support Center at:
1-877-325-7778 or Email and Chat available through this
link: https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/.

Technicians are trained to help students with Brightspace and its tools.

Ferrum College HelpDesk Support is available via email at helpdesk@ferrum.edu or via phone
during normal business hours at 540-365-4357.  The HelpDesk can provide support related to
computer related issues, email issues, and other related issues.



After business hours and on holidays, please contact Ferrum’s 24/7 Brightspace Technical
Support Center at: 1-877-325-7778 or Email and Chat available through this
link: https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/.


