
MTH 208: Introductory Statistics 
 

Ferrum College            Mathematics 

School of Arts and Sciences                                     Winter 2021-2022 

 

Instructor:  Bryan Faulkner                                                   Office:  Garber 130 

Email:  BFaulkner@ferrum.edu            Phone: (540) 365-4584 

 

Office Hours: Email your professor at BFaulkner@ferrum.edu for an appointment. 

 

Note: emails will be answered within 24 hours on weekdays and 

24-48 hours on weekends – please return the same courtesy, 

and check your email daily as I may try to reach you as well. 

                                   

Course Overview  
This course introduces students to fundamental concepts in statistics such as variability in samples, descriptive 

statistics, random variables, estimation, and inference. 

 

Required Text 
All course reading materials will be available on Brightspace. We will be using the notes written by Ferrum College 

Physics professor, Dr. Dan Bowman. 

 

Course Catalog Description 
In this course students study theory and application of descriptive and inferential statistics. 3 Credit(s).  

 

Course Structure 
This course will be conducted entirely online. Access to a computer with internet access is required. Students will 

participate in the course using Ferrum’s Online Course Management 

System called Brightspace (ferrum.desire2learn.com). 

 

Brightspace Requirements 
Brightspace Requirements: To ensure compatibility with Brightspace, enable JavaScript and 

Cookies on your browser, and disable pop-up blockers. In addition, you must have Adobe Flash 

Player 10.1 or later. Information about preferred compatible browsers for use with Brightspace 

are available at the following website: 

 

https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_support.htm 

 

SmarterProctoring Requirements: All online courses include at least one assessment 

administered in conjunction with SmarterProctoring. Therefore, you must use the latest 

version of Google Chrome and have Internet access with at least 1 MB of download speed. 

 

Learning Objectives 
After passing this course, students will be able to: 

 

1.  identify and describe patterns of variation in a set of data; 

2.  fit, judge the adequacy of, and interpret simple models of both systematic and random variation; 

3.  make inferences based on comparisons between patterns of variation; 

4.  explain the role of measurement in justifying these inferences 

 

Instructional methodology and use of technology 
This is a fully online course. All content and assessment will be accessed through Brightspace (D2L). 

 

Students are expected to have basic computer and information literacy skills.  
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Course requirements and assignments 
All course materials and assessments are on Brightspace. You will be required to complete homework assignments, 

tests, and a final exam. All assignments, tests, and final exam will be open during the length of the course. 

 

 

Homework 
You have an unlimited number of attempts on all homework assignments. Only your highest score for each 

homework will be recorded in the gradebook. All homework assignments will be open during the length of the 

course. 

 

Chapter Tests 
You have up to two attempts on each of the 5 chapter tests. All chapter tests will be open during the length of the 

course. 

 

 

Final Exam 
Use the practice final exam to help prepare for the final exam. The practice final exam is not required and the grade 

will not be used in calculating the course grade. The final exam is due on XX at 11:59pm. 

 

Evaluation and Grading Evaluation Scale 
Average scores will be determined for each of: homework assignments, 5 chapter tests, and final exam. The course 

grade will be calculated as follows, 

0.50*(homework AVG) + 0.30*(chapter test AVG) + 0.20*(Final Exam) 

 

Suggested Due Dates 

The course is organized in 5 chapters which can be clearly seen in the Brightspace content. All 

assignments will remain open during the length of the course XX 

 

Week 1 – Complete the 3 homework assignments and chapter 1 test. Begin the chapter 2 

homework assignments. 

Week 2 – Complete the 6 homework assignments and the chapter 2 test. Begin the chapter 3 

homework assignments. 

Week 3 – Complete the 8 homework assignments and the chapter 3 test. Begin the chapter 4 

homework assignments. 

Week 4 – Complete the 12 homework assignments and the chapter 4 test. Begin the chapter 5 

homework assignments. 

Week 5 – Complete the 8 homework assignments and the chapter 5 test. Take the practice final 

exam. Take the final exam. 

 
 

Online Attendance Policy 
Ferrum College policy dictates that attendance is expected and that students are responsible 

for all course work assigned in their online courses.  Simply logging into an online course is not 

sufficient, by itself, to demonstrate academic attendance by a student.  In an online course 

what constitutes attendance is determined by the instructor. These requirements may include, 

but are not limited to, submission of an academic assignment, exam, online discussion forum 

post, or emailing the course instructor. 

  

If a student is unable to complete work or misses a course deadline for any reason, the student 

must account for the “absence” with their instructor.  The instructor, in consultation with the 



Director of the School of Graduate and Online Education Studies and Provost, may determine 

that unusual circumstances and the student’s work in the course justify the assignment of a 

grade other than F. Unusual circumstances include extended illness or other emergencies, the 

student’s participation in college-sponsored activities, or some combination thereof. 

 

Civility Policy 
Online courses promote the advance of knowledge through positive and constructive debate 

both inside and outside the classroom. Discussions on the Internet, however, can occasionally 

degenerate into needless insults and “flaming.” Such activity and the loss of good manners are 

not acceptable in a university setting--basic academic rules of good behavior and proper 

“Netiquette” must persist. Remember that you are in a place for the fun and excitement of 

learning that does not include descent to personal attacks, or student attempts to stifle the 

discussion of others. 

 

Office of Academic Accessibility (OAA) 
As directed by Ferrum College’s policy, any student with a disability who qualifies for and 

chooses to seek academic accommodations (such as testing, captioning, or other services) must 

request accommodations through the Office of Academic Accessibility. The director can be reached by email at 

nbeach@ferrum.edu and information is available 

at www.ferrum.edu/accessibility.  

Students pursuing academic accommodations must submit appropriate documentation to the 

director of OAA and follow Ferrum College’s OAA established procedures in a timely manner. 

If you believe you are not receiving the accommodations needed, your responsibility is to 

immediately contact the director by email, explain your concern to the degree you feel 

comfortable explaining it in writing, and request an appointment. 

Remember that accommodations cannot be granted retroactively; they must be requested in a 

timely manner before the accommodation is needed. 

 

Tech Support 
Students needing technical assistance with Brightspace at any time during the course or to 

report a problem can contact Ferrum’s 24/7 Brightspace Technical Support Center at: 1-877- 

325-7778 or Email and Chat available through this link: https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/. 

Technicians are trained to help students with Brightspace and its tools. It is also helpful if you 

let me know what kinds of difficulties you encounter so that I can change the course for future 

students, so they don’t have the same issues. 

  

Ferrum College HelpDesk Support is available via email at helpdesk@ferrum.edu or via phone 

during normal business hours at 540-365-4357. The HelpDesk can provide support related to 

computer related issues, email issues, and other related issues. 

After business hours and on holidays, please contact Ferrum’s 24/7 Brightspace Technical 

Support Center at: 1-877-325-7778 or Email and Chat available through this 

link: https://community.brightspace.com/support/s/. 
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