
 
porf   

   

LITERATURE OF THE NEW 

TESTAMENT 
REL 113 | Ferrum College  

Instructor: Laura Robinson 

Office: Franklin Hall 108 

Phone Number: 317-670-9257 (cell) 

E-Mail: lrobinson@ferrum.edu 

Office Hours: By appointment 

   

 



Catalog Course Description 

An introductory examination of the New Testament using tools of 

modern Biblical scholarship for interpreting, understanding, and 

appreciating the origins, development, and structure of the literature of 

Israel. Three hours, three credits. 

Course Requirements and Assignments   

❖ Reading Quizzes (35%) – Regular quizzes will keep you 

accountable to completing the readings and will help familiarize you 

with the people, places, and concepts necessary for interpreting the 

Old Testament. Quizzes will be multiple choice and true/false, and they 

will begin with a randomized review section. You may take each quiz 

up to three times, and only your highest score will be recorded. Your 

three lowest quiz grades will be dropped. 

❖ Thinking Pieces (45%) – Writing is one of the ways that we 

communicate what we know. But writing is also one of the ways that 

we think through ideas and discover what we know. In this course we 

will approach writing as a means of exploring the subject matter of the 

course. To that end, you will complete a number of “Thinking Pieces” 

throughout the semester on assigned texts. Thinking Pieces are written 

assignments of various sorts. They are different from “essays” because 

they are not always structured around thesis statements. For some I 

will ask you to summarize a reading, and for others I will ask you to 

identify and critique an argument. In some thinking pieces I will have 

you analyze a passage of text from the New Testament. Thinking pieces 

are generally around 1-2 pages in length. Together, they will add up to 

roughly 10 pages over the course of the semester. Thinking Pieces will 

be revised in light of feedback received from peer-review workshops 

and from the instructor. 

❖ Final Exam (10%) – The final exam will be a cumulative exercise 

in which you will apply the concepts you will learn in the course. It will 

be a combination of multiple choice and a short (3-page) essay. 

❖ Classroom Citizenship (20%) – The college classroom should be 

a community that facilitates critical thinking and an openness to ideas 

brought by colleagues in the course. The “citizenship” component of 

your grade reflects the extent to which you have (or have not) been a 

good “citizen” of your community. Good citizenship entails behaviors 

like being present, doing the readings, asking questions, contributing 

to discussions, etc.  

 

Course Objectives and Outcomes 

The New Testament is a collection of 

texts written by human authors over 

about a hundred years. Our course 

objective is to examine this collection 

using the tools of academic biblical 

scholarship, with the goal of fostering 

appreciation of their literary and 

theological diversity. This course will 

equip students 1) to read a variety of 

ancient texts, 2) to use scholarly tools 

to situate texts in their proper 

contexts, 3) to communicate findings 

using college-level writing 

conventions, and 4) to address 

questions regarding what the authors 

of biblical texts intended to convey, 

and how these texts have been read 

and understood by readers 

throughout history.  

Textbooks & Materials 

● A Bible – I am not requiring a 

specific version of the Bible for 

this class, as any modern 

translation (NRSV, NAB, NIV, 

NEB, NET, ESV, etc.) will be 

adequate for our purposes. 

● There is no formal textbook for 

this course. The majority of 

readings will come from Bible 

Odyssey, an open-access 

resource created and 

maintained by the Society of 

Biblical Literature. Other 

readings will be provided 

electronically through 

Brightspace. 



E-mail Policy 

When you communicate with me through e-mail, you 

must do so through your Ferrum College e-mail address, 

and you must specify which class you are in. You can list 

the course number with section (i.e., REL 113-X0X) or the 

day/time (i.e., REL 113 at 9:30 on TuTh).   

Academic Integrity 

In all instances, policies identified in the Ferrum College 

Catalog and the Ferrum College Student and Faculty 

Handbooks regarding the Honor System shall be 

followed. Students are expected to display academic 

integrity at all times and in all circumstances. Students 

who plagiarize or cheat on an assignment will receive a 

zero on that assignment, will drop a letter grade for the 

semester, and will be reported to the Ferrum College 

Honor Board. A second offense will result in an 

automatic F in the course. 

Office Hours 

I am happy to help with any and all aspects of the course. 

Even if you don’t have a specific question or concern, 

please stop by my office for a chat! I enjoy getting to 

know my students! If you want to reserve a time, please 

use the office hours link on our Brightspace page. 

Technology in the Classroom 

Students should make sure that they have access to an 

internet connection and an electronic device suitable for 

completing readings and assignments. Laptops are 

permitted in class as long as they are not distracting to 

you or to those around you. Cell phones are not 

permitted unless you are using them to complete a 

reading quiz or other exercise. 

Evaluation and Grading Scale 

Your letter grade for the course will be determined as 

follows: 

90–100% = A | 80–89% = B | 70–79% = C 

60–69% = D | below 60% = F 

Inclement Weather 

In the event that weather or other conditions prevent 

classes from meeting on campus, I may choose to hold 

class online and issue alternative assignments 

electronically. Students should consult Brightspace 

and/or their college e-mails regarding adjustments to 

assignments and course schedules. 

Attendance and Tardiness Policy 

I will take attendance every time we meet. If you are 

absent because of legal obligation, health, or college-

sanctioned activities and related travel (e.g., athletics), 

your absence is “excused.” Excused absences are still 

recorded as absences. By the college’s 25% rule, any 

student who is absent from 25% of class meetings will 

receive an automatic F in the course. You are responsible 

for keeping track of your attendance. 

Makeup/Late Work 

It is your responsibility to contact me about making up 

work. If you are absent on the day of an in-class 

assignment, you must 1) contact me as soon as possible 

with an explanation of why you were absent, and 2) make 

arrangements for a makeup. If arrangements are not 

made within one week, a zero will be recorded. It is your 

responsibility, not mine, to contact me about making up 

work.  

Academic Accessibility Services 

As directed by Ferrum College’s policy, any student with 

a disability who qualifies for and chooses to seek 

academic accommodations (such as testing, 

captioning, or other services) must request 

accommodations through the Office of Academic 

Accessibility. The director can be reached by email 

at nbeach@ferrum.edu  and information is available 

at www.ferrum.edu/accessibility. Students pursuing 

academic accommodations must submit appropriate 

documentation to the director of OAA and follow Ferrum 

College's OAA established procedures in a timely 

manner. If you believe you are not receiving the 

accommodations needed, your responsibility is to 

immediately contact the director by email, explain your 

concern to the degree you feel comfortable explaining it 

in writing, and request an appointment. Remember that 

accommodations cannot be granted retroactively; they 

must be requested in a timely manner before the 

accommodation is needed. 

Civility in the Classroom 

Civil behavior and mutual respect between faculty and 

students are critical in the college classroom 

environment if teaching, learning, critical thinking, and 

sharing of ideas are to occur.  Respectful and civil 

behavior at a very basic level includes the following: 

turning off cell phones; arriving to class on time; 

engaging appropriately in classroom activities, lecture, 

or discussion through attentive listening without 

interruption or side chats; and demonstrating the ability 

to discuss topics without inappropriate language or 

attacking others (physically or verbally). Students who do 

not comply with the Civility in the Classroom policy 

described in the Faculty Handbook and the Student 

Handbook may be removed from the academic setting 

mailto:nbeach@ferrum.edu
http://www.ferrum.edu/Accessibility


and may risk serious consequences as outlined in the 

Civility policy.
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