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English 320: Advanced Composition  

7.5 Weeks Online

 
Semester:   
Instructor:  
Office Hours:   
Office Location:   
Phone Number:   
Email:   

Insert Photo Here  

Prerequisite/Co-requisites: ENG 101 AND 3 additional 
credits in ENG  

Course Description 

This intensive writing course focuses on the development 
of writing skills for the healthcare professional, 
emphasizing writing as a communication skill necessary 
in the healthcare field. This advanced writing course 
centers on writing based on reading, interpretation, and 
discussion of academic and literary texts from personal, 
literary, scientific, and technological sources. The course 
also emphasizes questions and responses that stimulate 
thought, relate the material to broader universal issues, 
and necessitate critical interpretation. As an advanced 
writing course, it demonstrates how reading and writing 
in standardized English assist in enriching one’s life and 
includes vigorous review of grammar, mechanics, 
paraphrasing, essay structure, and the development of 
stylistic strategies and techniques often using group and 
collegial critiques. The course also includes compiling, 
organizing, and logically presenting scientific and health 
information in research paper format, using citation and 
references. In addition, students will be expected to read 
literature related to healthcare issues and respond in 
essay format. 

 

Course Goal 

Develop student writing, research, and communication 
skills in preparation for the healthcare profession. 

 

 

Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Methods 

Learning Outcomes Assessment Methods 

1.  Demonstrate the ability 
to write effectively using 
critical thinking skills 
developed from journal 
responses to and 
discussion of course 
readings. 

Evaluation of journals 
and discussion boards 

2.  Demonstrate 
knowledge of the forms of 
writing particular to 
student professions. 

Evaluation of drafts and 
final papers. 

3.  Develop the ability to 
write for an academic 
audience, proving mastery 
of voice, diction, style, 
grammar, and mechanics 
for thesis writing or 
publication. 

Evaluation of final draft 
of writing assignment 

4.  Demonstrate mastery 
of research techniques 
and documentation styles 
associated with thesis 
writing. 

Quiz on APA format 
Evaluation of annotated 
bibliography  
Evaluation of final draft 
of final course paper 
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Required Text 
Albom, M. (1998). Tuesdays with Morrie. New 

York: Random House. 
Engel, M. (2006). The other end of the stethoscope. 

St. Louis: Phillips Press. 
Gawande, A. (2007). Better: A surgeon’s notes on 

performance. New York: Henry Holt. 
Sacks, O. (1998). The man who mistook his wife for 

a hat. New York: Touchstone. 
 
Recommended Text: Maimon, E., Peritz, J. H., & Yancey, 
K. B. (2007). A writer’s resource: A handbook for writing 
and research, 2nd ed. New York: McGraw-Hill. 
 

  



  
 

 

3 

Grading Policy 
Your performance in this course is assessed using 
multiple, varied methods in the areas listed below and 
based on the expectations as described in the syllabus 
and outlined in assessment scoring guides or rubrics.  If 
you do not understand the expectations, it is your 
responsibility to ask the instructor questions. 
 

Class Participation   20% 

Writing Assignments  40% 

Final Research Paper   30% 

Final Exam 10% 

 Total: 100% 

 
Grading Key 

93-100 = A 80-82 = B- 67-69 = D+ 

90-92 = A 77-79 = C+ 63-66 = D 

87-89 =B+ 73-76 = C 60-62 = D- 

83-86 = B 70-72 = C- Below 60 = F 
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Course Outline / Class Schedule* 
“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you.”-B.B. King 

 
Weekly 
Units 

Topic(s) Covered Reading Assignments  Writing Assignments  
 

Unit 1 Introductions 
 

“Exploring the Lived Experiences of 
Psychiatric Nursing Students through 
Self-Reflective Journals” by Landeen, 
Byrne, and Brown. 
 
The Other End of the Stethoscope by 

Marcus Engel. 

Respond to study questions based on 
the article by Landeen, Byrne, and 
Brown. 
 
Prepare a one to two-page self-reflective 

journal entry on a personal healthcare 

experience. 

Unit 2 Patient Care 
 

Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom. Prepare a two-page letter in response to 
a healthcare article. 

Unit 3 Environment 
and Identity 
 

Introduction, “The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife for a Hat” (3-22), and “A 
Matter of Identity” (108-115) by 
Oliver Sacks. 
 
“The Cases of Oliver Sacks: The Ethics of 
Neuroanthropology” by G. Thomas 
Couser. 

Prepare a three-page objective essay on 
the significance of the environment in 
patient care. 

Unit 4 Research 
 

Introduction and “Part I: Diligence” from 
Better by Atul Gawande (1-69). 

Begin research and prepare an 
annotated bibliography for the final 
research paper. 

Unit 5 Outlining 
 

“Part II: Doing Right” from Better  
(70-165). Review research articles. 

Prepare an outline for the final research 
paper. 

Unit 6 Diligence 
 

“Part III: Ingenuity” from Better  
(166-257). 

Prepare an eight-page research paper on 
a current healthcare topic. 

Unit 7 
 

Final Exam   

 
*This syllabus is subject to change.  Changes, if any, will be announced on Blackboard. 

Be sure to check Blackboard and your Goodwin email regularly!  
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Class Policies 

Late Assignments: In the absence of a medical 
excuse or prior arrangement with the professor, late 
assignments will be penalized 10 percentage points for 
every class meeting that the assignment is not turned in. 
 

Course Decorum: We will create a positive 
environment in the classroom.  There is an expectation of 
respect and professionalism (i.e., demonstrate respect 
for instructors, peers, and self, participate in classroom 
activities, and follow course and college policies). 
 

Blackboard: Blackboard contains class materials 
such as PowerPoints, worksheets, media, and links for 
submitting assignments.  Be sure to check Blackboard 
often to stay up to date on announcements, new course 
materials, and other important information.  All 
assignments must be submitted on Blackboard.   
 

Communication and E-mail: Students are 
expected to communicate in a professional manner (i.e., 
verbal, written, and electronic).  I will send course 
updates and announcements through Blackboard so 
please check your Goodwin e-mail account regularly.   
 
 
Grammar Study Group:  Your instructor may recommend 
that you participate in a Grammar Study group. These 
study groups are for students who need help with 
grammar and sentence structure. A schedule will be 
posted after the first week of classes. Your instructor will 
have more information on the day, evening, and online 
offerings.

APA Style: This course follows APA style format for 
all written assignments.  All written assignments must be 
produced using software that is compatible with 
Blackboard.  Assessment of written assignments will 
include use of APA format, writing, grammar, quotations, 
and references.  Academic Writer is also an available at 
https://goodwin.libguides.com/academicwriter to help 
with APA formatting. 
 

Expectations for Written Work: The following are 
basic expectations for all written work:  

1. One-inch margin for all sides of the page (e.g., 
top, bottom, left, and right side of the page).  

2. The font is 12 point.  
3. The paper is double spaced. 
4. The first page of the paper includes: 

 Your full name 
 The date of submission  

 

Online Discussions:  Discussions will follow a Monday to 
Sunday schedule. Students must make at least three 
discussion posts per week. The first discussion post 
should be made on or before Wednesday of each week. 
Subsequent posts should be made throughout the week, 
on at least three separate days 

Each post should contribute to the discussion as well as 
demonstrate that you have completed the readings. 

Your initial post should be a minimum of two paragraphs 
in length and grammatically correct. All subsequent posts 
should be a minimum of at least one complete, 
substantive paragraph. 

Members of the class are expected to maintain an 
environment of courtesy and respect at all times. The 
instructor reserves the right to remove any post in order 
to uphold the course’s discussion standards. 

https://goodwin.libguides.com/academicwriter
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Goodwin University Policies and Services 
This course adheres to all policies outlined in the Goodwin University catalog. 

 
General academic policies of Goodwin University may be found on the University web site at and in the University 

catalog at http://www.goodwin.edu/academics/catalogs.asp 
 

Student services information may be found on the Goodwin University website at 
https://www.goodwin.edu/student-affairs/ and http://www.goodwin.edu/library/ . 
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