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Catalog Description: 

This course examines the human activity of culture building, development and change within 
societies, and the interaction of diverse people groups across a broad swathe of history. It explores the 
story of Christianity from its roots in the ancient Middle East through the early modern European 
Renaissance and Reformations to more recent flourishing in the global cultures of the contemporary 
world, in the context of political, technological, social, and cultural developments. This course 
explores Christian traditions, missionary endeavors, reform movements, and relationships between 
historic adherents of different world religions. Particular attention is paid to worldviews and the 
interface of religious belief, systems of thought, and actions taken by individuals and groups. This 
course also introduces students to the critical evaluation of historical evidence found in primary 
source documents, oral tradition, and material culture. 
Course Outcomes 

• CO1: Identify key events, figures, and interactions between diverse peoples and order them 
chronologically that caused the rise and fall of cultures in the global past 

• CO2: Summarize key events and figures in various cultures in the global past 
• CO3: Incorporate cultural analysis into the chronological framework for historical events 
• CO4: Summarize and discuss historical documents in context 
• CO5: Apply historical ideas to historical events and current culture (Plato’s writing in his culture 

and ours) 
• CO6: Identify key components of a culture including political, technological, and social constructs 

from analysis of reading materials 
• CO7: Articulate the uniqueness of a Christian worldview in relation to other worldviews and 

religions 
• CO8: Identify the contributions of Christianity and its traditions to the development of Western 

society 
• CO9: Identify and discuss key individuals and events related to the spread of Christianity from its 

Middle Eastern roots through Renaissance/Reformation to global cultures 
• CO10: Summarize and explain how and why historical events unfolded 

Core Curriculum Objectives 
Knowledge of God’s character and purposes as revealed in Scripture and understood in 
the life of the church. 
Encounter Christians from the past and explore their understanding of the Church, 
scripture, and God. 
A Christian anthropology informs our study of human motivations, actions, and 
cultures. Christian historians recognize humans made in God’s image as infinitely valuable and worthy 
of study. Their fallen nature makes humans capable of great evil, while examples of altruistic human 
behavior reveal the possibility of redemption. 



Understanding of and engagement with global cultures. 
We will explore a variety of global societies and cultures from different times and regions. Of particular 
interest will be the interaction of Christians with other belief systems. 

 
 An Exhortation to Online Work: A computer with a solid connection to the Internet is 
needed for this course 

Let me encourage you about the course.  It will be reading heavy.  This is reading based course 
and students will be responsible for keeping track of reading, quiz, journal, and assignment 
deadlines.  It will feel intense at times, especially if you have not paced-out your week 
properly.  However, my hope is that I have paced the course so that there are breaks and if you have 
something planned on weekends—that is possible. But, please remember that an online course moves 
along and discussions on the discussion board are required and should happen within the given 
week.  Just as a face to face course, the deadlines are set and expected to be followed. The hard part of 
an online course is not all being together at one time to discuss, so getting on and making comments 
to other students is vital to the overall course.  The great thing about an online course it that is can 
somewhat accommodate your schedule or chosen place to work.  Just so, you will want to plan to 
spend several hours every week working on the course--it is a core, 4 credit course and will take as 
much time or more than a face to face course.  Plan to participate in the discussions and journals as 
they are the key to demonstrating the work you are putting in behind the scenes. 

Respondus Lockdown Browser is required as a download on your computer. 
 

Texts: these texts are required for success in the course. 
John McKay, et al. Western Society: A Brief History, Vol. 1: From Antiquity to the 

Enlightenment. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010.ISBN-10:978-0-312-68300-9 
Sources of Western Society, Volume I: From Antiquity to the Enlightenment. Boston: Bedford/St. 

Martin’s, 2014. ISBN: 978-1-4576-1519-1 
Mark A. Noll. Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity. 3rd edition. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2012. ISBN: 978-0-801039966 
C.S. Lewis. The Discarded Image. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994. ISBN: 0521477352 

 or new edition: 2012 ISBN: 978-1107604704 
Mary Lynn Rampolla. A Pocket Guide to Writing in History. 8th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 

 2015. ISBN: 978-1-4576-9088-4 
 
How this class will take place: 
This course is broken into 14 Units. You will complete 1 Unit per day for 4 weeks. We will have 
Christmas week off. Add to that a “Final Preparation” for the Final Exam and we have the 4 weeks of 
the course (see the course schedule below). Each Unit corresponds to a chapter title in Western 
Societies.  
I will load up each week’s Unit by Monday morning. But I want to be able to be free to change some of 
the elements as we go along in the course. We’ll stick to the format and the content, but the activities 
will vary a bit. I have also been known to load some units ahead of time if that is helpful. 
 
Engage: something to read 

Daily readings will typically include a chapter from Western Society and Sources. 
 These texts serve as the “skeleton” of the course 
We’ll also typically have a chapter from either Turning Points or The Discarded Image that 
will serve to put some “flesh” on the bones of the course. 

Evaluate: quiz to take 
Each unit has a quiz based on the reading. They are open book and open note. Just read and 
take! 
 
 



Explore: something to watch/do 
This might be a short video online, a recording of a part of a lecture or just me giving a video 
intro to the topic at hand. 
Kind of a grab bag of surveys, online activities, free writes, picture drawing  (seriously) 

Extend the Discussion: Student Discussion Boards 
As I describe below, we will interact via discussions on daily discussion boards. Each Unit will 
have a few threads of conversation posted. You are to post original answers to at least 2 
threads and make 2 comments on the posts of others. So, this will require you to view the 
discussions at different points in the day (no one can comment until original contributions 
have been made). I'll not be heavy-handed about this at first, but if I need to stipulate 
something like "first post by noon, second post by 3pm, last comments by midnight" I might do 
so. But if we just start off with nice organic conversations, I won't need to do this. 

Unit Journals: something to write 
Each unit will have a journal question to address. These are fairly brief and will serve to get our 
conversations going when we meet live. See “Journals” section of Syllabus for specific 
requirements. 

Course Schedule 
 

 

Month Day Module 

December 7th 1 - Course Introduction / Origins-Units 1 & 2 are due Dec 8th 

December 8th 2 - Small Kingdoms and Mighty Empires in the Near East 

December 9th 3 - Classical Greece      

December 10th 4- The Hellenistic World 

December 11th 5- The Rise of Rome 

December 14th 
 
6- The Pax Romana 

December 15th  
7- Late Antiquity  

December 16th 
8- Europe in the Early Middle Ages (shorter Unit) 
 
MIDTERM EXAM-BY END OF DAY (Friday, 18th) 

 December 28th 
 
9- State and the Church in the High Middle Ages 

                          December 29th 10 –The Changing Life of the People in the High Middle Ages   

December 30th 11-Creativity and Challenges of Medieval Cities   

December 31st 12-Crisis of the Later Middle Ages  

                          January 4th 13– European Society in the Age of Renaissance  

January  5th      14- Reformation and Religious Wars 

January  8th FINAL EXAM--BY END OF DAY 



 
Summary of Requirements: 

Assignment % Due Date 
Reading Quizzes (14 total) 15% end of Day 
Journal Responses 20% end of Day 
Online Discussion Board 15% end of Day 
Midterm Examination 25% December 18th- by end of Day 
Final Examination 25% January 8th -by end of Day 

Total 100%   
    

CANVAS: 
                Essentially, CANVAS is the "place" "where" class will take place. You will find everything 
but your books here, quizzes, exams, place to submit assignments, discussion boards, etc. Everything 
you need to complete this course will take place on CANVAS. Please take a bit of time at the 
beginning of the course to familiarize yourself with the Canvas pages. 
 
Keep In Touch: 
                I am happy to chat in any way we can about items in the course. Email will be the easiest and 
fastest way to contact me for the duration of the course. I plan on being very readily available on this 
venue, hopefully with a 24-hour maximum turnaround time on weekdays. If you wish to discuss an 
issue in class more deeply, talk about an assignment, brainstorm any ideas or just want to follow up 
with some thoughts in person, I am very happy to make a “live” encounter possible. In that case, let’s 
try to set up a phone or facetime conversation. I want to be very available to you and thus will work to 
return emails as soon as possible. I do try to keep Sundays free, so emails over the weekend might sit 
until Monday morning. It also is always a possibility that I might have just checked email right before 
you sent yours, so it could be a bit longer of a wait...but let me repeat that I am quite happy to chat 
with each of you as the opportunity arises. 
ASSIGNMENTS 
●  Reading: 

Please read everything that is assigned in its entirety. Not only is that beneficial to your 
intellectual development, the material will be on quizzes and exams.   
● Reading Quizzes 
                Each chapter of reading from the Western Society: A Brief History textbook will have a 
corresponding quiz, 14 in all. These quizzes are to be found on Blackboard. These quizzes are to help 
you hone in on the important material of the textbook and will be good preparation for the midterm 
and final examinations. They are open book and open note but must be done 
individually. The easiest and quickest way to do well on them is to actually do the reading ahead of 
time while taking good notes. If you try to take the quiz by fishing around in the chapter for the 
answers, you’ll just end up spending more time and effort than if you simply read it. 
●  Journal Responses 

Each student will complete Journal Responses during the semester. A discussion preparation 
question for each unit (beginning with Unit 3) of the course will raise a theme or query from that 
unit’s reading. Each journal will be a 300-word response that answers the question by 1) arguing 
a position, 2) interacting with texts (primary and secondary), and 3) doing so by using clear, correct, 
grammar and format. Due to the brief length of these journals, avoid extensive quotes; instead, use 
quoted phrases. Strive for being precise and concise. Use simple, parenthetical citations. Journals are to 
be submitted on Blackboard at the end of the day for each Unit.  
 
● Examinations: 

The midterm examination will cover readings and lecture material from the beginning of the 
course through the class just prior to the midterm. The final examination will cover material from 



after the midterm through the end of the class. All readings and lectures are fair game as sources of 
exam material. Format will be indicated as they draw near. Both exams will include objective sections: 
multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, etc. as well as a subjective short answer and essay section. 
Note that these exams are roughly non-cumulative, meaning stuff from the first quad won’t be on the 
Final Exam. The Final Exam will include an extended primary source analysis. 
 
Deadlines: 
                All assignments (quizzes, writing, etc) are due by midnight (…ok, I mean 11:59:59pm to be 
specific) Eastern time on the day they are due according to the syllabus. 
 
Late Work Policy: 

Quizzes not accepted late 

Journals 5% deduction per day late, not accepted after 7 days late. 

Midterm Examination 
5% deduction: however, not accepted late without 
prior arrangements. 

Final Examination 
5% deduction: however, not accepted late without 
prior arrangements. 

  
I understand that stuff comes up in life, so please be in contact with me as soon as you think you will 
have trouble completing an assignment. 
 
Course Accommodation: 
Gordon College is committed to assisting students with documented disabilities (See Academic 
Catalog Appendix C for documentation guidelines). A student with a disability who may need 
academic accommodations should follow this procedure: 

1. Meet with a staff person from the Academic Support Center (Jenks 412, X4746) to: Deliver a Faculty Notification Form to 
each course professor within the first full week of the semester; at that time make an appointment to discuss your needs 
with each professor. Failure to register in time with your professor may compromise our ability to provide the 
accommodations. Questions or disputes about accommodations should be immediately referred to the Academic Support 
Center. See Grievance Procedures available from the ASC. 
 

a. make sure documentation of your disability is on file in the ASC, 
b. discuss the accommodations for which you are eligible, 
c. discuss the procedures for obtaining the accommodations, and 
d. obtain a Faculty Notification Form. 

2. Deliver a Faculty Notification Form to each course professor within the first full week of the semester; at that time make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with each professor. 
Failure to register in time with your professor and the ASC may compromise our ability to provide the accommodations. 
Questions or disputes about accommodations should be immediately referred to the Academic Support Center. (See also 
Grievance Procedures in Student Handbook.) 
 
Academic Integrity: 
 
Academic Dishonesty Statement: “Academic dishonesty is regarded as a major violation of both the 
academic and spiritual principles of this community and may result in a failing grade or suspension. 
Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism (see “Plagiarism” in Student Handbook), cheating (whether 
in or out of the classroom), and abuse or misuse of library materials when such abuse or misuse can 
be related to course requirements.” 

Further, “Plagiarism is the act of taking the words, ideas, or research of another person and 
putting them forward without citation as if they were your own.” Plagiarism can take many forms, 
from copying and pasting from a website into a paper, turning in another student’s paper as your own, 
recycling an old paper, not citing the source from which you quote, following too closely the ideas of 
another author, etc. Plagiarism will result in an automatic 0 on the assignment and possible failure of 
the course. By college policy, I must report all instances of plagiarism to the dean of students. Your 



written work will be submitted through a plagiarism site, thus minimizing the chances of a successful 
plagiarism attempt. 
  
 

 
  


