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ART 1010:  Art Appreciation 
College of Art and Design, 3.0 Credit Hours 

 

 
 

Instructor: Tessa Davidson, MFA 
Assistant Art Professor 

Phone/Text:    501-593-9532 
Email:               tdavidson@harding.edu 
 

Term:               Spring 2021  
Location:         Online 
Office Hours:  Virtual, by Canvas Chat or  

Zoom by appointment 

 

Course Overview 
 

Mission Statement 
Harding University's mission is to provide a quality 
education that will lead to an understanding and 
philosophy of life consistent with Christian ideals. 
 
The mission of the Department of Art and Design at 
Harding University is to produce graduates who are 
knowledgeable, creative, and engaged professionals 
deeply rooted in Christian values. A dedicated, 
student-focused faculty, who strive to embody these 
same qualities through a Christ-centered approach to 
creative expression, scholarship, mentoring, teaching 
and service, carries out this mission. 
 
Course Description 
This course will explore the beauty and worth of artistic creations. By studying the 
historic, contemporary, and day-to-day, students will discover the means and ideas 
promoting human visual expression.  There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
Course Rationale 
This course introduces the language of the visual arts and a foundation for individual 
understanding and enjoyment of art. Students will refine their creative problem-
solving skills, create, and study examples of successful design solutions. Evidence 
demonstrates that studying the fine arts are a key component in improving learning 
throughout all academic areas.  In today’s world, learning is becoming more visually- 
and less text-oriented; and individuals are required to respond not just with analysis 
or memorization, but also with emotional insight.  In our age of information, there is a 
tremendous need for abstract and creative thinkers.  By studying the fine arts, 
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students can enhance perceptual and cognitive skills, and discover his/her creative 
capacities.   

 
Course Structure & Details 
The first part of the course covers the basics of art theory, criticism, and practice. The 
second part will focus on materials and techniques, and the third part will be a brief 
survey of the history of art from prehistory to the present.  
 
Online Format 
This course is conducted entirely online, which means you do not have to be on 
campus to complete any portion of it. You will participate in the course using Harding 
University’s learning management system called Canvas.  Because this is an online 
course, it is structured very differently than an on-ground course. Because of its 
asynchronous nature, online learning requires self-direction and discipline. Online 
learning is best suited to the highly motivated student who is willing to take the 
responsibility for his or her own learning. Online learning creates a wonderful learning 
opportunity, but it is not ideal for all learners.  

 
 

 
Communication Protocols 
 

Announcements 
To communicate to the entire class, announcements will be posted in Canvas on a 
regular basis. They will appear on your Canvas dashboard when you log in. 
 

 
Email 
You can either check your messages in the Canvas system or set your notifications to 
your preferred method of contact (if I need to contact you).  My preferred method of 
contacting students individually is through email (tdavidson@harding.edu).  Because 
email is an important method of communication, please check your messages 
regularly.  When submitting messages, please do the following:  

-Put a subject in the subject box that describes the email content  
-Provide any necessary details needed to thoroughly answer the question. 
-Do not submit your assignments by message.  
-Make certain to check your messages frequently. 

 
Question Forum 
Students should email the instructor only in situations where the questions or 
concerns are of a private nature. All other questions about content, assignments, or 
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processes should be posted to the Question Forum so that all students have the 
benefit of the instructor’s answer. 
 
Questions about things that relate to the course (clarification about assignments, 
course materials, or assessments) can be posted in the Question Forum which you 
can access by clicking the Discussions button in the course navigation links (it’s also 
located at the bottom of each module). This is an open forum, and you are 
encouraged to give answers and help each other. When asking a question, please 
include any and all necessary details needed to thoroughly answer the question. 
 
Virtual Office Hours  
The instructor will be available for virtual office hours by appointment using Canvas 
Chat or Zoom. Email the instructor to set up an appointment and then at the 
appointed time, click Chat in the course navigation links. If Zoom meeting is desired, 
your instructor will send you an invite link through email. 
 
Turnaround/Feedback 
Students should receive a response to emails from their instructor within two school 
days (Monday – Friday). Students should not expect a response from the instructor 
over the weekends.  The turn-around time for assignments to be graded is one week. 

 
 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 
 

1. You will be able to explain how art reflects and shapes cultural tradition and change. 
 

a. You will be able to identify how art uniquely reflects the values of culture. 
b. You will be able to evaluate current and historic visual forms and the role of art in 

society 
c. You will be able to identify a work of art accurately, and describe features of tradition 

and/or change in a single work or in a group of related works 
d. You will be able to describe how context influences artistic decisions about creating a 

work of art  
e. You will be able to analyze how art history provides important insights to one’s 

understanding of humanity, culture, and one’s understanding of the Biblical text  
f. You will be able to determine and articulate a viewpoint regarding controversial areas 

in the art world and engage in meaningful discussion with a gracious manner. 
g. You will be able to locate nearby art exhibition spaces and visit a museum virtually 
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2. You will be able to analyze how content and formal qualities of a work of art can be 
manipulated to communicate ideas  

 

a. You will be able to identify basic tools, approaches, and methods of various art media 
b. You will be able to practice the application of art media through hands-on exercises  
c. You will be able to create original designs which effectively apply the elements and 

principles of design  
d. You will be able to analyze how style, subject, and art media can be manipulated to 

communicate ideas and elicit a response 
e. You will be able to analyze how the elements and principles of design can be 

manipulated to strengthen aesthetic goals, communicate ideas, and elicit a response 
f. You will be able to diagnose relationships between works of art based on their 

similarities and differences 
g. You will be able to demonstrate how art can raise visual awareness through visual 

analysis 

 
3. You will be able to describe how the creative process involves transforming existing 

forms into something new 
 

a. You will be able to recognize that creativity is essential to humanity and reflects the 
image of our Creator 

b. You will be able to recall various steps involved in the creative process of various 
designers and creators 

c. You will be able to describe how great art and architectural fetes were the result of 
intensive planning, engineering, innovation, risk-taking, and creativity 

 
 

Integration of Faith and Learning 
 

The faculty and staff at Harding University are dedicated to the task of integrating faith into 
all aspects of learning and living.  As a school dedicated to education which will lead to an 
understanding and philosophy of life consistent with Christian ideals, this course will help 
you develop a hard work ethic and a commitment to Christian character.  You will also gain 
knowledge of some of the social and cultural backgrounds of the Old and New Testament 
scriptures and be able to interpret the Bible with sensitivity to its cultural framework.  
 
 
 

Technology & Textbook Requirements 
 

Materials required 
• Regular access to reliable, high speed internet access on a computer (not a 

mobile device), as this course contains streaming audio and video.  Mobile 
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devices are great but there are parts of our class that cannot be accessed with 
them. To succeed, you must have regular access to a laptop or desktop 
computer with high speed internet access.  

• Canvas Supported Web Browsers: Chrome 81 and 83, Firefox 76 and 77, Edge 
81 and 83, and Safari 12 and 13 (Macintosh only) 

• An up-to-date browser, operating system and some additional software on 
your computer to take this class. 

• Some of the documents in this course will be available to you in PDF form. If 
you do not have Adobe Acrobat Reader software on your computer, you can 
download it by going to http://get.adobe.com/reader/  

 
Technology skills required 
As part of your course experience, you can expect to utilize a variety of technology mediums 
as part of your curriculum: 

• Communicate via email including sending attachments 
• Navigate the World Wide Web using a Web browser such as Safari, Firefox, or 
Google Chrome 
• Use office applications such as Microsoft Office (or similar) to create 
documents 
• Be willing to learn how to communicate using a discussion board and upload 
assignments to Canvas 
• Be comfortable uploading and downloading saved files 
• Have easy access to the Internet 

 
Canvas 
This course will be facilitated using Canvas, the Learning Management System used by 
Harding University.  You will need to have access to, and be able to use, the Canvas software 
package and a video app on your phone or a video camera that produces a digital file to 
upload to Canvas.  Canvas Supported Web Browsers: Chrome 81 and 83, Firefox 76 and 77, 
Edge 81 and 83, and Safari 12 and 13 (Macintosh only).  
 
Canvas or Internet Outage Policy  
As an online learner you must be able to manage technical difficulties such as power 
outages, connection problems, and other technical issues are always a possibility. 
Technology will sometimes fail, for this reason, it is advisable to complete your assigned 
work prior to the due date.  
If you experience power outage, Internet service outage, LMS (Canvas) or other technical 
issues, nonetheless you are held responsible for completing your assigned work in a timely 
manner. Harding University is not responsible for the student’s access to a working computer 
or reliable Internet service. Internet outage or computer issues is not an excuse for late 
work. A backup plan for reliable Internet service and working computer is prudent.  
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Required Textbook  
Living With Art, by Mark Getlein (9th-12th editions accepted), 12th edition (ISBN: 978-
1259916755), 11th edition (ISBN: 978-0073379319), 10th edition (ISBN: 978-0073379258), or 
9th edition (978-0073379203).  Reading from text is encouraged to enhance your 
understanding and comprehension of the material.  Lectures and videos are designed to 
correspond with the text. The book is available for purchase is in the Harding bookstore 
(link), on Amazon (12th edition link, 11th edition link, 10th edition link, 9th edition link) and 
other online retailers. 

 
Textbook Rationale 
Getlein’s Living With Art has been selected for this course due to its 
comprehensive approach to the various facets of the visual arts.  The text 
begins by exploring how to discover and think critically about art.  The middle 
portion of the text explores various artistic media used by artists.  The last 
portion of the text deals specifically with the history of art.    

 
 
 

Major Assignments & Exams 
 

Each week you will need to complete the following:  

• Watch the weekly videos and complete the adjacent quizzes (due Wednesday) 

• Complete exercises, article responses, Discussion Forums, VoiceThread 
assignments, hands-on activities, interactive projects, and upload on Canvas  

• Read over the assigned chapters and submit written responses to the chapter 
questions. 

• Study and review material in preparation for midterm and final exams. 
 

Weekly Videos 
Each week, you will be required to watch videos over various works of art.  Videos are 
embedded into your Canvas assignments, and you will need to complete a quiz with 
each video to show attentiveness.  Students should prepare to spend 1.5-2 hours a 
week watching and responding to the video material. There is no penalty for working 
ahead and watching videos pertaining to future material but approximately 20% could 
be taken off per day for each video quiz completed late. Video quiz scores comprise 
the largest portion of your grade, totaling approximately 53% of the student’s total 
course grade.   
 
Hands-On Assignments 
During the course there will be various hands-on assignments including design 
exercises, interactive multimedia practice exercises, written responses, visual 
analysis, photography, and projects, etc.  Some projects will need to be photographed 

http://hubookstore.harding.edu/CourseMaterials.aspx?search=living+with+art
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Art-Mark-Getlein/dp/1259916758
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Art-Mark-Getlein/dp/007337931X/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1490384060&sr=8-2&keywords=living+with+art
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Art-10th-Mark-Getlein/dp/0073379255/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1490384617&sr=8-1&keywords=living+with+art+10th+edition
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Art-Mark-Getlein/dp/0073379204/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1490384552&sr=8-1&keywords=living+with+art+9th+edition
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and uploaded on Canvas as a pdf or jpg in order to receive a grade. Students will also 
be required to visit some virtual art museums through the Google Art Project and 
research the exhibition outlets in their region. Hands-on assignments account for 
approximately 15% of the student’s total course grade. 
  
Exams 
There will be two exams during the class, a midterm and a final, which altogether 
account for 13% of the student’s total course grade.  Both exams will be timed and 
proctored (overseen by someone who monitors or supervises the student while he or 
she is taking an exam) in face-to-face environment unless there are extenuating 
circumstances or an emergency. The proctor must be an adult over the age of 25 
(contact me directly if this is an issue for you). The proctor may be a relative (like a 
parent), and the name of the proctor must be submitted to the instructor one week 
before the exams in order to be approved and for instructions and access code to be 
sent.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to have his or her 
exam(s) proctored at a convenient location with access to a computer with internet.   
 
Each exam will have questions reflecting the course material including content from 
the videos, text, and other class content. Students will be required to know basic 
information of the images featured in the weekly videos (title, artist) and the final 
exam will require knowledge of periods and dates on a timeline.  The questions will 
mostly be multiple choice, true and false, matching, and short essay.  There will be a 
study-guide posted on Canvas for each exam.  Students cannot view their notes 
during the exam and any student suspected of cheating or having additional browsers 
open on the computer during the exam may receive a zero on the exam.  Although 
most tests are completed in less than an hour, there is a ninety-minute time limit.  
Students must take the exam sometime within the 2-3 days the exam is offered, and 
after this timeframe, exams cannot be made up.   

 
Discussion Forums and Article Responses 
In the course, you are expected to respond to a few articles and leave comments on a 
couple Discussion Forum assignments. Many of the prompts are based on assigned 
reading or written prompt. When leaving a response on the Discussion Forum, you 
will not be able to see any other student’s posts until his/her initial post is submitted. 
The aim of the discussion board is to engage in meaningful discussion with a gracious 
manner. You can receive up to ten points for each initial response (to prompt) and up 
to five points for each of the three peer responses.  The discussion board and article 
response grades account for approximately 8% of your total course grade.   
 
Reading Assignments 
Each week, there will be reading reflections from the textbook. You are expected to 
read and look over the assigned material and provide evidence of general 
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comprehension through a completion of written reflections submitted each week 
before midnight on Sunday.  These written reflections (five altogether) account for 
7% of the student’s total course grade.   
 
VoiceThread 
VoiceThread is a conversation tool we will use that creates conversations around 
images in voice, video, or text.  VoiceThread privacy policy can be accessed here.  
 
There will be activities that will require you to comment in voice, while other activities 
will allow you to choose how you comment. To be successful, you must have access 
to a computer with a microphone or webcam.  You will use a Harding authenticated 
VoiceThread account that is integrated with Canvas. Do not create your own 
VoiceThread account on the web.  VoiceThread instructions will be posted on Canvas 
under the assignment.  You are expected to submit VoiceThread response by the 
designated time each week (worth 9 points) and respond to three other student 
threads by designated times (2 points for each response).  VoiceThread assignments 
are approximately 4% of the student’s total grade. 
 
 
Extra Credit 
Each student has the possibility of adding several percentage points to their 
cumulative grade. Various assignments will be specified and available throughout the 
course.  Take advantage of these!  

 
 
 

Grading 
 

For each assignment, students will be asked to adhere to a general set of guidelines and 
requirements.  Students will be graded based on their successful completion of these 
requirements and correct responses given.  If a student has a question concerning the 
requirement of any assignment, he/she must contact the instructor in advance (not after or 
near assignment due date) for clarification.  Students can view his or her grades using the 
Grades button in the course navigation links. Please check your grades regularly to make 
certain that the instructor has received all your assignments. If you have a question about a 
grade, email the instructor directly. Please do not post your personal concerns in a discussion 
forum. The turn-around time for hands-on assignments to be graded is one week. After finals 
week (Friday, December 18 at 5pm) the course is completed and no additional work may be 
submitted to raise the grade average.  
 

Grade Distribution 

https://voicethread.com/howto/category/privacy-faq/
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The course grade will be determined based on the points accumulated divided by 
total possible points. Your grade is distributed among the following assessments: 

53%- Videos and video quizzes 
15%- Hands-on projects 
13%- Two proctored exams 
  8%- Discussion Forum, Article Responses 
   7%- Textbook reading reflection assignments 
   4%- VoiceThread assignments 
_______ 

         100%- Total 
 

Posting of Grades and Student Progress 
Weekly feedback will be provided during the duration of the course. This may be in 
the form of written feedback and/or component grades. However, the intent of this 
feedback is to inform the student of how well expectations for these components 
have been met. 

• Component details may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
quizzes, projects, Discussion Forum, VoiceThread, and reading reflections  
• Final average will be computed as Total Points Earned/Total Points Possible. 
(Just FIY, there are approximately 1500 points possible in the class) 
• Final grades will be provided to the student through Canvas. 

 
Letter Grade- Average Threshold 
A – 90, B – 80, C – 70, D – 60, F - <60 
 
There will be occasions when the student’s average may be rounded to the nearest 
whole number (ex: 89.4% is rounded to 89%, and an 89.5% is rounded to 90%.). This 
will be up to the instructor’s discretion. 

 
Rubrics 
In order to understand what is expected of you for each assignment, please check out 
the assignment’s rubric—a table that details the requirements of each assignment 
and the benchmarks for success—attached to assignments for the grading criteria.   

 
 
 

Course Policies 
  
Late Work 
Punctuality is necessary; late work is discounted –20% per day. Assignments may not 
be available after one week of the assignment.  Missed exams cannot be made up.  
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If you have an extenuating circumstance, please contact the instructor by private 
message before the assignment is due to make alternate arrangements.  It is your 
responsibility to make sure you understand the assignment and complete it by the 
due date.  Special instances involving extended sickness or emergencies will be 
handled case by case.  

  
Content Disclaimer 
Due to the nature of the material and the level at which it is being studied, you should 
recognize that you will see artwork depicting nudity, violence, and lifestyles and 
religions to which you do not subscribe.  By remaining in this course after reading the 
syllabus, you agree that you will strive to maintain an objective approach to the 
subject matter and not hold the instructor responsible for filtering content that does 
not conform to your personal beliefs. You also understand that the instructor may not 
censor images that contain nudity. If you have any concerns about this matter, please 
do not hesitate to discuss this with the instructor at the beginning of the course. 
 
Participation 
Participation is essential to your success in this class. In distance education courses 
you are required to participate just as if you were in a face-to-face course. This means 
that in order to get full credit for participation, you will have to complete your 
discussion assignments, lesson assignments and quizzes on a timely basis. You are 
expected to log-in 2-3 times each week and spend at least four hours working directly 
from material on Canvas (in addition to class readings and hands-on work). Consistent 
failure to participate in class will result in being dropped from the course. 
 
If the student has not logged in and participated in the course by Thursday of the first 
week, the student may be dropped from the course. 
 
Behavioral Expectations-  Netiquette 

• Be sensitive to the fact that there will be cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds, as well as different beliefs and practices. 

• Use good taste when composing your responses in Discussion Forums. 
Swearing and profanity is also part of being sensitive to your classmates 
and will not be tolerated. Also consider that slang can be misunderstood or 
misinterpreted. 

• Don’t use all capital letters when composing your responses as this is 
considered “shouting” on the Internet and is regarded as impolite or 
aggressive. It can also be stressful on the eye when trying to read your 
message. 

• Be respectful of others’ views and opinions. Avoid “flaming” (publicly 
attacking or insulting) them as this can cause hurt feelings and decrease 
the chances of getting all different types of points of view. 
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• Be careful when using acronyms. If you use an acronym it is best to spell 
out its meaning first, then put the acronym in parentheses afterward, for 
example: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). After that you can use the 
acronym freely throughout your message. 

• Use proper grammar and spelling, and avoid using text messaging 
shortcuts. 

• When you disagree with a fellow student, try to state any aspect of his/her 
argument that you do agree with before launching into any differing 
opinions.  Be open-minded, stay positive, and don’t be defensive—this will 
help promote a positive online learning environment.  

• Harding appropriate dress is required if using webcam for VoiceThread.   
 

Confidentiality on Discussion Forums 
It is important to note that we all are bound by confidentiality in this class. In order to 
assure that we can have a free and open discussion in which you may elect to discuss 
your work and personal experiences as they apply to the course material, the 
instructor expects each person to respect the confidentiality of what your classmates 
are willing to share. 
  
Drop  
All distance education courses currently follow Harding University’s policy for Class 
Drops. In order to avoid getting an F for the course, it is your responsibility to officially 
withdraw from the class prior to the deadline.   
 
Students who do not participate in class, that is, who consistently do not complete 
assignments, quizzes, respond to forums or turn in other work will be dropped from 
the class for non-participation. 
 
Technical Support 
If you need technical assistance at any time during the orientation with Canvas, you 
can contact Harding University’s E-learning help at elearning@harding.edu or call 
501-279-5201. For Student IT help, feel free to contact dormnet@harding.edu or call 
501-279-4545.  Here is the link to Harding’s tech support web address.  Hours:  8am- 
5pm or create Help ticket in Canvas. 
 
It is also helpful if you let the instructor know what kinds of technical difficulties you 
encounter so the instructor can continue to improve the course. 

 
Copyright Restriction 
The materials in this course (including presentations, tests, assignments, outlines, and 
similar materials) are protected by copyright and may not be reproduced, displayed, 
modified or distributed, in whole or in part, without the express prior written 

mailto:dormnet@harding.edu
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permission of the copyright holder. For permission, contact tdavidson@harding.edu.  
This course also contains videos embedded from YouTube (among other sites).  
YouTube's privacy policy can be accessed here. Fair Use allows for these copyrighted 
materials to be used and accessed through Canvas for educational purposes only. 
 
Course Policy Revisions 
The teacher reserves the right to change any of the components of this syllabus to 
better meet the needs of a specific class or in the event of extenuating 
circumstances.  If such changes occur, you will be clearly and explicitly informed.  

 
 
 

University Policies 

 
Students with Disabilities 
It is the policy for Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, 
pursuant to federal and state law. Therefore, any student with a documented 
disability condition (e.g. physical, learning, or psychological) who needs to arrange 
reasonable accommodations must contact the instructor and the Disabilities Office at 
the beginning of each semester. (If the diagnosis of the disability occurs during the 
academic year, you must self‐identify with the Disabilities Office as soon as possible in 
order to get academic accommodations in place for the remainder of the semester.) 
The Disabilities Office is located in Room 219 in the Student Center, telephone, (501) 
279-4019. 
Note: All videos in this course are equipped with closed captioning options 

 
Disability Services 
If you are in need of accommodations due to a documented learning, physical, or 
psychological disability, make sure to get the support you need in order to access 
your whole potential at Harding University by accessing this LINK to Harding’s 
Disability Services. 

 
Academic Support 
If you would like access to Harding University's extensive support and advising 
services, visit this LINK for Academic Support Services. 
 
Assessment 
Harding University, since its charter in 1924, has been strongly committed to 
providing the best resources and environment for the teaching--‐learning process. 
The board, administration, faculty, and staff are wholeheartedly committed to full 
compliance with all criteria of the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools. The university values continuous, rigorous 

mailto:tdavidson@harding.edu
https://www.youtube.com/static?template=privacy_guidelines
https://www.harding.edu/academics/academic-support/disabilityservices
https://www.harding.edu/academics/academic-support
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assessment at every level for its potential to improve student learning and 
achievement and for its centrality in fulfilling the stated mission of Harding. Thus, a 
comprehensive assessment program has been developed that includes both the 
Academic units and the Administrative and Educational Support (AES) units. 
Specifically, all academic units will be assessed in reference to the following Expanded 
Statement of Institutional Purpose: The University provides programs that enable 
students to acquire essential knowledge, skills, and dispositions in their academic 
disciplines for successful careers, advanced studies, and servant leadership.  

  
Academic Integrity 
Cheating in all its forms is inconsistent with Christian faith and practice and will result 
in sanctions up to and including dismissal from the class with a failing grade.  All 
quizzes, homework, and assignments must not be completed in collaboration with 
any other student, unless stated otherwise by the instructor prior to the assignment. 
During both exams, students must be monitored by an approved proctor and 
computer is to be used for the purpose of testing only – student cannot have any 
other browsers open and cannot print, check email, or visit other sites, etc.  Failure to 
comply to this requirement may result in a F/zero on the exam and the filing of 
an Academic Integrity Incident Report. 
 
With this standard of academic integrity, this means that you should not:  

• Cheat.  

• Plagiarize (use another person’s words or ideas as your own without proper 
documentation).  

• Collaborate with others unless specifically requested in an assignment or 
discussion.  

• Let another student login to your Canvas account. 
 
 
 


