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Instructor Information 
Please see Professor Profile at the Blackboard instructional site. 

Course Schedule 
Please see Course Schedule in the Course Syllabus area of the Blackboard instructional 
site. 

Online Course Policies 
All of the online courses taken by students are required to follow the policies posted 
online at http://online.indianatech.edu/tech-policies/policies/. Please review the posted 
policies carefully. If you are unable to abide by the policies listed, please contact the 
Warrior Information Network (WIN) at 888.832.4742 and request to withdraw from this 
course.   

Textbook 
Schaie, K. W., & Willis, S. L. (2002). Adult development and aging. (5th ed.).  Upper 

Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall. 
 

Grading Events & Grading Criteria 
Unless otherwise specified, all assignments must be submitted via Blackboard. 
 
Grading Event Quantity Points Total 

Course Preparation Quiz 1 5 5 

Discussions 5 15 75 

Exams 5 10 50 

Total   130 
 

1.   Online discussion board postings. Two postings per week at 5 points each. 

2.   Online discussion board response. One response to a classmate's weekly post at 5 
points each. 

All discussion board items will be evaluated each week. Students are expected to 
participate by posting materials and contributions to the Discussion Board. Topics to be 
discussed are provided in the assignments under the Module section of the Menu Bar. In 
addition, students are expected to comment on materials posted by fellow students one 



time per week. To be counted as participation, your postings need to be thoughtful; that 
is, they refer to the week's readings, information obtained from the course text, or ideas 
expressed in the postings of other class members. 

Use references to support your postings. Your postings must demonstrate that you have 
reflected on the assigned readings, and synthesized the material with your previous 
knowledge. To receive full credit from your responses to a classmate, it must be more 
than "Nice post". The response to your classmate should demonstrate a reflection of their 
post and what knowledge you gained or questions you may have. Adhere to the weekly 
time frame to allow others time to comment on your work. Late posts will not receive 
points. 

When choosing a question to post, check under the discussion board of questions which 
have already been addressed and choose a less responded to question so it will increase 
variety and decrease repetition. If there are too many repeats, I will need to assign you 
questions which I do not want to do. 

3.   Exams. 5 exams at 10 points each. 

Grading Rubrics for Discussion Postings:  
 
Course discussion board activities for each posting are worth a maximum of 5 points per 
posting. Points for each posting will be awarded as follows: 

Superior (4-5 points) 
x Discussion contributions are submitted according to specifications of the assignments. 
x Language is clear, concise, and easy to understand. Uses terminology appropriately, is 

logically organized, and cites resources appropriately (APA). 
x Discussion contributions provide evidence that the learner has read the assigned 

readings thoroughly and has considered a sampling of colleagues' postings and 
synthesized key comments and ideas, as applicable. 

Sufficient (2-3 points) 
Discussion contributions are submitted according to the specifications of the assignments. 

x Is adequately written, but may use some terms incorrectly, may need to read two or 
more times to be understood. Uses APA format. 

x Discussion contributes to the quality of interaction. 
x Discussion contributes some depth of understanding of the issues and show that the 

student has absorbed general principles and ideas presented in the course, although 
viewpoints and interpretations are not always thoroughly supported. 

x Discussion contributions provide evidence that the student has considered at least some 
colleagues' postings and synthesized key comments and ideas, as applicable but it 
appears as though all of postings have not been reviewed. 

Minimal (1 point) 



x Discussion contributions are not submitted according to the specifications of the 
assignments. 

x Discussion contributions are not adequately written, may use some terms incorrectly, 
may need to read two or more times to be understood. APA format is not used. 

x Discussion contributions do little to enhance the quality of interaction and rarely include 
questions or comments that stimulate thinking and learning. 

x Discussion contributions demonstrate a minimal understanding of concepts presented, 
tend to be address peripheral issues, and are generally accurate but with some 
omissions and/or errors. If key principles are presented, there is no evidence the learner 
understood principles or key principles are not integrated into the response.   

x Discussion contributions do not provide evidence that the student has considered at 
least some colleagues' postings or synthesized key comments and ideas, as applicable. 

Inadequate (0 points) 
No credit will be awarded if some or all of the following conditions apply: 

x Discussion contributions are posted past the deadline, defined as 11:59 p.m. on the due 
date specified and do not address the requirement of the Discussion instructions. 

x Discussion contributions are poorly written, terms used incorrectly, need to read two or 
more times to be understood. APA format is not used. 

x Discussion contributions do not contribute to the quality of interaction and do not 
include questions or comments that stimulate thinking and learning. 

x Discussion contributions do not demonstrate an understanding of the concepts 
presented in the course, and/or do not address relevant issues, and/or are inaccurate 
and contain many omissions and or errors. 

x Discussion contributions do not provide evidence that the student has read or 
considered colleagues' postings, as applicable. 

Grading Scale 
The following grading scale will be used to assign a grade at the end of the course: 

Percentage Achieved Grade Percentage Achieved Grade Percentage Achieved Grade 
93% or above A 80% or above B- 70% or above C- 
90% or above A- 77% or above C+ 60% or above D 
87% or above B+ 73% or above C Below 60% F 
83% or above B   

 

Late Assignments 
All assignments and required online activities are due according to the deadline listed in 
the course schedule. Granting deadline extension is the course instructor’s autonomy. 
 

 



Incompletes 
 
If you are unable to complete the requirements for this course due to extenuating 
circumstances, an Incomplete grade (I) may be granted if you meet the general guidelines 
stated below. 

General Guidelines for submitting a course incomplete request: 
x More than 50% of the course session has elapsed. 
x The student has encountered an unexpected situation that is beyond his or her 

control.   
x The student is 

o in good academic standing -- up-to-date on all of the course assignments and 
has at least an overall passing grade, 

o able to complete all of the remaining coursework within a session (5 weeks 
for a undergraduate course and 6 weeks for a graduate course) that 
immediately follows  the session the student is currently enrolled, and 

o able to provide support documentations to substantiate the need for extra time 
should a session is not enough to complete the course requirements. 

If an Incomplete is granted, the instructor will set a deadline for all work to be completed. 
The deadline cannot go past one (1) session. All incomplete grades are subject to 
approval by the designated university authority. 

Course Related Communication 

Online courses are conducted in an accelerated format. Timely communication is very 
important. When receiving emails from your classmates or instructor, please respond as 
soon as you can. 

Students are REQUIRED to use their Indiana Tech email account for all course related 
communication. The most direct, and effective, way to email your course instructor, and 
classmates, is by using the Send Email function from the Blackboard course site. When 
you use the Send Email function, you automatically receive a carbon copy of the email 
you sent. In the event when you need to substantiate your claim that you did email your 
classmates or instructor, you can show that carbon copy to the person(s) who requested it.  

Please note that Blackboard only permits you to send email, it does not provide you with 
the check email function. All of the emails your classmates and instructor sent to you will 
be delivered to your Indiana Tech email account. You are strongly encouraged to check 
your Indiana Tech email account regularly, preferably several times a week, to minimize 
the likelihood of miscommunication. 

The University policy requires each online course instructor to respond to a student’s 
email within 24 hours. Unless there is an extraneous situation that prevents the instructor 
from following this rule, you can expect to hear from the instructor within 24 hours. If 
you don’t receive a reply within 24 hours, please do not hesitate to follow up with 



another email or forward the carbon copy of the email you sent to 
OnlineSupport@IndianaTech.edu with a note “Please help. It’s been 24 hours and I have 
not heard from my instructor” and the University support staff will act on your behalf to 
contact your course instructor. 

Recommended Reading 
 
Suggested Readings: 
Atchley, R. C., (2000). Social forces and aging (9th edition). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
  
Becker, E., (1973). The denial of death. New York: Free Press. 
  
Birren, J. E., & Schaie, K. W., (2001). Handbook of the psychology of aging (5th edition). 
San  Diego, CA:  Academic Press. 
Conner, K., A., (1992). Aging in America:,Issues facing aging America. Englewood 
Cliffs,  NJ: Prentice-Hall. 

Coontz, S. , (1992). The way we never were: American families and the nostalgia 
trap. NewYork: Basic Books. 
Kastenbaum, R., (2000). The psychology of death (3 rd edition).  New York: 
Spring Publishing Co. 

Kubler-Ross, E., (1969) On death and dying. New York: Macmillan. 

Michael, R. T., Gagnon, J. H., Laumann, E. O., & Kolata, G., (1994). Sex in America: A 
definitive study.  New York: Little, Brown and Company. 

Schor, J., (1991). The overworked American: The unexpected decline of leisure. 
New York: Basic Books. 

Schultz, J. H., (1995). The economics of aging (6th edition).  New York: Van 
Nostrand  Reinhold. 

Sprott, R. L., Huber, R. W., & Williams, T. F., (Eds.) (1993). The biology of aging. New 
York: Springer Publishing Co. 

Sternberg, R. J.,  (1988). The triangle of love: Intimacy, passion and commitment. New 
York: Basic Books.    

Willis, S. L., & Reid, J. E.,  (Eds.) (1999).  Life in the middle: Psychological and 
social  development in middle age. San Diego, CA: Academia.  

 


