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Syllabus

    

Syllabus
BIL-113: Biblical Perspectives on Suffering and Disability

Course Description
Every person, at some point in life, faces suffering, illness, and some degree of
disability. The Bible offers several perspectives on the nature and meaning of
suffering and disability. This course will provide a brief introduction to major portions
of scripture and survey the insights that they offer on suffering and disability. The
course materials contain several connections to real stories and personal experiences
of suffering and disability. The learning culminates by summarizing biblical materials
around theological themes that frame the development of Christian character in the
midst of suffering and disability.

Credit Hours: 3

Prerequisite Courses: none

Course Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Identify the major portions and organization of the Bible.
2. Utilize basic tools for the study of the Bible.
3. Describe various biblical perspectives on the experience of suffering and

disability.
4. Express compassion and sensitivity for those facing suffering and disability.
5. Relate various biblical perspectives on suffering and disability to real life

experiences.
6. Explain how the theology of suffering and disability impact the development of

Christian character.
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Cou se op cs
Major portions and organization of the Christian Bible
The language of suffering and disability
Creation and the presence of suffering and disability
Lament in the midst of suffering
Prophetic perspectives on suffering and disability
Suffering and disability in the life and ministry of Jesus
Compassion and sensitivity in the face of suffering
Suffering, disability, and eschatology
The relationship of suffering and character
Integrating biblical material in theological themes on suffering and disability

Course Resources
The Bible Project (www.thebibleproject.com)

Beates, M. S. (2012). Disability and the Gospel: How God uses our brokenness to
display His grace. Crossway.

Bruehler, B. (2014). Holding hands with Pascal: Following Christ with a special needs
child. Wipf & Stock.

This is an eBook available through OCLS.  Navigate to,
https://oak.indwes.edu/record=b1922510; click on Read Now!; log in with your
MyIWU log in.

Melcher, S. J., Parsons, M. C., & Yong, A. (2017). The Bible and disability: A
commentary. Baylor University Press.

Hauerwas, S., & J. Vanier. (2008). Living gently in a violent world: The prophetic
witness of weakness. InterVarsity Press.

Yong, A. (2011). The Bible, disability, and the church: A new vision of the people of
God. Eerdmans.

NOTE: Tree of Life does not supply any of these resources, they are accessed
through OCLS: https://ocls.indwes.edu (Off-Campus Library Services).
Navigate to the sources, using the provided links. You may need to log in,
using your MyIWU Portal user name (firstname.lastname – everything
before the @ sign in their IWU MyEmail address) and their Portal password.

IWU Diversity Statement
IWU, in covenant with God's reconciling work and in accordance with the Biblical
principles of our historic Wesleyan tradition, commits to build a community that
reflects Kingdom diversity.

We will foster an intentional environment for living, teaching, and learning, which
exhibits honor, respect, and dignity. Acknowledging visible or invisible differences,

it th ti ll l h b ' thl d t l th W

http://www.thebibleproject.com/
https://oak.indwes.edu/record=b1922510
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=nlebk&AN=607028&site=ehost-live&custid=s8876267
https://ocls.indwes.edu/


9/14/2020 Syllabus - 4FA2020 Biblical Persp Suffer & Disabl (BIL-113-01A)

https://brightspace.indwes.edu/d2l/le/content/117798/viewContent/1950896/View 3/9

our community authentically values each member's earthly and eternal worth. We
refute ignorance and isolation and embrace deliberate and courageous engagement
that exhibits Christ's commandment to love all humankind. (2016)

Grading Scale

Grade Quality Points Per Credit Percentage Score

A 4.0 95%–100% 688-740

A- 3.7 92%–94.9% 681-687

B+ 3.3 89%–91.9% 659-680

B 3.0 85%–88.9% 629-658

B- 2.7 82%–84.9% 607-628

C+ 2.3 79%–81.9% 585-606

C 2.0 75%–78.9% 555-584

C- 1.7 72%–74.9% 533-554

D+ 1.3 69%–71.9% 511-532

D 1.0 65%–68.9% 481-510

F 0.0 0%–64.9% 0–480

Note: In graduate level courses, a grade of C- or below will require the course to be
repeated.

Grading Policies
Your grading policy for your course is dependent on your school and program. Your
grading policies can be found in the IWU Catalog.

https://www.indwes.edu/catalog/
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Letter Grade Equivalencies

Grade Quality Points Per Credit

A

Clearly stands out as excellent performance. Has unusually
sharp insights into material and initiates thoughtful
questions. Sees many sides of an issue. Articulates well and
writes logically and clearly. Integrates ideas previously
learned from this and other disciplines. Anticipates next
steps in progression of ideas. Example "A" work should be of
such nature that it could be put on reserve for all cohort
members to review and emulate. The "A" cohort member is,
in fact, an example for others to follow.

B

Demonstrates a solid comprehension of the subject matter
and always accomplishes all course requirements. Serves as
an active participant and listener. Communicates orally and
in writing at an acceptable level for the degree program.
Work shows intuition and creativity. Example "B" work
indicates good quality of performance and is given in
recognition for solid work; a "B" should be considered a
good grade and awarded to those who submit assignments
of quality less than the exemplary work described above.

C

Quality and quantity of work in and out of class is average.
Has marginal comprehension, communication skills, or
initiative. Requirements of the assignments are addressed at
least minimally.

D

Quality and quantity of work is below average. Has minimal
comprehension, communication skills, or initiative.
Requirements of the assignments are addressed at below
acceptable levels.

F
Quality and quantity of work is unacceptable and does not
qualify the student to progress to a more advanced level of
work.

Note: In graduate level courses, a grade of C- or below will require the course to be
repeated.

Workshop Outlines

Workshop One Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this workshop, students will be able to:
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Upon successful completion of this workshop, students will be able to:

Apply relevant terminology to discuss disability and/or suffering.
Identify a version and format of the Bible that you will use for this course.
Describe some of the experiences that affect how you approach reading the
Bible.
Identify aspects of the contents and organization of the Bible.
Describe issues related to disability in the creation narratives of the Bible.

Workshop One Outline

Title Due Dates Time Points

1.1 Discussion: 
Beginning to Talk
about Disability &
Suffering

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

2 hours 30

1.2 Discussion: 
Discovering the Bible

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

3 hours 30

1.3 Quiz:  The
Contents of the Bible

Due by the end of the
workshop. 4 hours 30

1.4 Discussion: 
Considering Disability
in the Creation and
Fall

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

4 hours 30

Totals 13
hours* 120

*These times are only estimates. Actual completion times will vary.

Workshop Two Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this workshop, students will be able to:

Identify aspects of the literary and cultural contexts of the Bible
Add interpretive questions and annotations to a passage of scripture
Describe the complexity of the portrayals of disability in the Old Testament
Explain how lament functions in the Bible as a response to suffering and
disability

Workshop Two Outline

Title Due Dates Time Points

2.1 Discussion: 
Commenting on
Scripture: Disability &

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by 3 hours 30
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Scripture: Disability &
Suffering in the Old
Testament

the end of the
workshop.

3 hours 30

2.2 Quiz:  The
Writings and Worlds
of the Bible

Due by the end of the
workshop. 4 hours 30

2.3 Assignment: 
Lament in the Face of
Suffering & Disability

Due by the end of the
workshop. 3 hours 50

Totals 10
hours* 110

*These times are only estimates. Actual completion times will vary.

Workshop Three Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this workshop, students will be able to:

Explain multiple dimensions of disabling conditions and/or suffering
Reconsider their evaluation of weakness from a biblical perspective
Describe some of the ways that Old Testament prophets dealt with the issues of
disability and suffering

Workshop Three Outline

Title Due Dates Time Points

3.1 Discussion:  A
Holistic Perspective
on Suffering &
Disability

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

3 hours 30

3.2 Discussion: 
Weakness as a Gift

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

3 hours 30

3.3 Assignment: 
Prophetic Responses
to Suffering &
Disability

Due by the end of the
workshop. 4 hours 50

Totals 10
hours* 110

*These times are only estimates. Actual completion times will vary.

Workshop Four Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this workshop, students will be able to:

A ti l t th h ll f ll di t di bilit d/ ff i
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Articulate the challenges of personally responding to disability and/or suffering
Explain some of the complex aspects of theodicy
Comment on Scriptures that deal with Jesus’s healing and the issue of disability
and/or suffering
Analyze how biblical perspectives on disability and suffering intersect with one’s
own life and work

Workshop Four Outline

Title Due Dates Time Points

4.1 Discussion: 
Personal Response to
Disability & Suffering

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

4 hours 30

4.2 Discussion:  Why
is there Suffering and
Disability?

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

3 hours 30

4.3 Assignment: 
Jesus, Healing, &
Disability

Due by the end of the
workshop. 3 hours 50

4.4 Assignment: 
Suffering & Disability
in my Life & Work

Due by the end of the
workshop. 4 hours 50

Totals 14
hours* 160

*These times are only estimates. Actual completion times will vary.

Workshop Five Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this workshop, students will be able to:

Explain how the perspective of suffering and/or disability broadens our
understanding of the gospel.
Describe the development of character and how disability and/or suffering might
play a role in it.
Comment on passages from Paul’s letters that deal with issues of disability
and/or suffering.

Workshop Five Outline

Title Due Dates Time Points

5.1 Discussion:  The
Gospel in the Light of
Suffering & Disability

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the

k h

3 hours 30
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Suffering & Disability workshop.
5.2 Discussion: 
Suffering, Disability,
and Christian
Character

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

3 hours 30

5.3 Assignment: 
Suffering & Disability
in Paul's Letters

Due by the end of the
workshop. 3 hours 50

Totals 9 hours* 110

*These times are only estimates. Actual completion times will vary.

Workshop Six Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this workshop, students will be able to:

Explain how our vision of the last things shapes our perspective of suffering and
disability
Integrate various biblical passages and other course materials into a coherent
statement on the relationship of disability, suffering, Scripture, and character.

Workshop Six Outline

Title Due Dates Time Points

6.1 Discussion: 
Suffering & Disability
in light of the End

Initial post due by day
4. All responses due by
the end of the
workshop.

3 hours 30

6.2 Assignment: 
Biblical Perspectives
on Suffering,
Disability, and
Character

Due by the end of the
workshop. 8 hours 100

End of Course Survey Due by the end of the
workshop. 0 hours 10 Extra

Credit

Totals 11
hours* 130

*These times are only estimates. Actual completion times will vary.

Outline Totals

Total Time Total Points

h *
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67 hours* 740

* These timings are based on estimations of average times to complete each activity.
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