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I. PROFESSOR INFORMATION 
 

Garrett Thompson, PhD   
JU Email:  gthompson@johnsonu.edu 
Phone: 407-569-1340   
Office and Hours: M/W, 9a-2:30p; T/R/F, 9a-4:30p 

 
II. CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 This survey familiarizes learners with a definition and description of the literature of the 
 Old Testament. Key theological ideas, important characters, textual turning points, and 
 historical sweeps are highlighted. Emphasis moves beyond what the OT says to why it 
 matters.  
 
III. RELATION OF THE COURSE TO THE JOHNSON UNIVERSITY MISSION 

STATEMENT 
 

Johnson University educates students for Christian ministries and other strategic vocations 
framed by the Great Commission in order to extend the Kingdom of God among all 
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nations. This course fulfills the curricular requirement for a survey of Old Testament 
literature. Due to the size and complexity of this canon, it is wise for the student consider 
the Old Testament as foundational to the interpretation of the New. Furthermore, the hope 
for the course is to confront the student with the power of these texts to nurture Christian 
identity and mission in a complex world. 
 

IV. IV. RELATION OF THE COURSE TO THE PROGRAM GOALS AND 
OBJECTIVES 

 
Program Purpose:  The Bible & Theology Major provides students with the knowledge and 
skills needed to interpret and apply the biblical text. It promotes spiritual growth and missional 
engagement, and equips students to fulfill the Great Commission in local and global contexts. 

Program Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) Competency Level: Introduced, 
Practiced, Demonstrated 

SLO 1: Students will be able to recall basic facts about the 
content and context of the biblical text. 

I, P 

SLO 2: Students will be able to utilize credible tools and 
resources to responsibly interpret the biblical text from 
historical, literary, and theological angles.  

I 

SLO 3: Students will be able to interact critically with 
biblical and theological scholarship.  

I 

SLO 4: Students will be able to apply biblical teaching to 
personal and vocational contexts. 

I 

 
V. COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
This course is required under the Bible and Theology major at Johnson University and as 
such, it plays a key role in equipping students with the knowledge and skills they need to 
interpret and apply the Bible for personal and professional use. The objectives for this 
course have therefore been designed in light of the "Program Goals and Objectives for the 
Bible & Theology Major" at Johnson (see JU catalog online). 
 
• Students will develop a working knowledge of the content, context, theological themes 

and literary concepts of the Old Testament. Learners will demonstrate this knowledge 
by successfully completing written assignments and exams. This objective corresponds 
to SLO 1 (above). 

 
• Students will identify basic genres of material in the Old Testament (e.g., prose 

narrative, legal code, poetic verse) and will practice a sound approaches to these genres. 
Learners will demonstrate this ability by successfully completing an analysis of 
assigned textual segment and complete other assignments as indicated in the learning 
path. This objective corresponds to SLO 2 (above). 

 
• Students will listen and dialogue with others in order to stimulate their own thinking 

about the value of the Old Testament. Learners must demonstrate this interaction by 
means of an interview/report with a specialist in the biblical/theological/pastoral field. 
This objective corresponds to SLO 3 (above). 
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• Students will apply a select teaching from Old Testament to their personal 

development. Learners must demonstrate this by completing an exercise targeting self-
awareness of identity/vocation. This objective corresponds to SLO 4 (above). 

 
VI. TEXTBOOKS 

• Christopher J. H. Wright, The Old Testament in Seven Sentences: A Small Introduction to a Vast 
Topic (IVP, 2019).  ISBN 9780830852253 (print).  [Available digitally.]  

• David T. Lamb, God Behaving Badly: Is the God of the Old Testament Angry, Sexist, and 
Racist? (IVP, 2011).  ISBN 9780830838264 (print).  [Available digitally.]  

• Biblical text. Many versions are available to English readers. Recommendations include 

• The New Oxford Annotated Bible 5th Edition. This volume covers all OT and 
NT books as well as the apocrypha. Bible translation is the NRSV (New 
Revised Standard Version). Scholars from various background contribute to 
this study bible with notes and essays. 

• The NIV Study Bible (Zondervan) contains the most popular translation of the 
Bible into the English language. The New International Version has been 
regularly updated, most recently in 2011.  

• If you already use a study bible, make it known to your instructor as to its use 
for your assignments. 

 
VII. COURSE PROCEDURES AND POLICIES 

 
Many aspects of life have been altered by the current COVID-19 environment. This 
includes course procedures and policies at Johnson University. The following comments 
address some of these and sketch out the process as envisioned at the start of the Fall 2020 
semester. Note that this is subject to revision. 
 
Asynchronous and synchronous meetings. The administration of Johnson University has 
mandated a "flipped classroom model" for courses such as this one. What this means in 
practice is that students digest course content online (as an "asynchronous meeting") and 
then meet face-to-face or remotely as a group to review/discuss/interact with that material 
(a "synchronous meeting"). The goal of this approach is to minimize the spread of COVID-
19 among us all. The challenge of this approach is to maximize time spent together and 
time spent in independent study. 
 
For face-to-face meetings in the classroom, marked social spacing must be honored and 
masks covering the nose and mouth must be worn. 
 
However, all asynchronous materials will be posted on Sakai, the e-learning platform of the 
university. Students must have regular access to the internet and to Sakai, where course 
content, schedules, upload and download portals, and other tools and information will be 
made available. 
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Access to Sakai for asynchronous materials may be gained from the direct link on the 
Johnson portal. Class communication will be processed through Sakai which is keyed to 
the JU email account of each student. This account must be checked regularly, as students 
will be responsible for any information sent via email. 
 
Attendance in all synchronous meetings remains a significant feature of the course. 
However, given the current COVID-19 environment, it is critical that all students self-
monitor their health and do not jeopardize the group if they are feeling ill. Should an 
absence arise due to illness or for some other reason, the instructor should be emailed and 
informed of the situation. If in quarantine, instructors should make every effort to make 
meeting materials accessible.  
 

 
Academic integrity - Johnson University policies regarding academic integrity will be 
enforced for the class. Plagiarism or excessive collaboration on a written assignment 
(unless permitted to work in teams), or using assignments completed by students who have 
taken the course earlier, will result in failure for the assignment. Greater penalties, 
including failure for the course, may be assessed if the student has a record of prior 
violations of academic integrity at the university. Students may coordinate a project 
assigned for this course with an assignment in another course, but they must seek and 
secure terms and permission from both instructors before doing so. 

 
Assignments are due as indicated on the course schedule. Students may not submit 
assignments after the due date without prior permission from the instructor. Permission will 
be granted only when illness or family emergency has prevented the student from 
completing the assignment on time, in which case the student and professor will agree to a 
modified deadline.   
 
Special services / student with disabilities - Johnson University complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
by providing students with documented disabilities reasonable accommodations. If the 
Special Services Office has provided you with a Reasonable Accommodation Form, this 
matter should be discussed with your instructor. Further, if you have a documented 
disability and believe accommodations would assist you in this course, please raise this 
matter with your instructor. She/he will direct you to the Special Services Office for 
appropriate assistance. 
 

VIII. COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
 
1. Watch video presentations of course content. 
 
Video summaries of course content are available on Sakai and form a significant portion of the 
asynchronous workload. Learners are expected to watch these presentations according to the 
announced schedule. Accountability for this material will be measured in two ways. First, video 
presentations provide a "foundation" of study that will be measured periodically by way of exams. 
Second, video presentations provide a "starting line" for discussion, taken up in synchronous face-
to-face or remote meetings. 
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2. Read and respond to the Wright textbook via summaries (2% per submission > 16% of the 
course grade) 
 
Students will read the Wright textbook according to the course schedule and submit eight short 
summaries of this presentation. For details of this assignment, as well as a grading rubric, see the 
"Course Documents" folder on the class Sakai site. 
 
3. Read and respond to the Lamb textbook via quizlets (1.5% per submission > 12% of the 
course grade). 
 
Students will read the Lamb textbook and respond to that reading by means of eight quizlets. 
These quizlets encourage a close reading of the textbook for facts as well as short, critical, and 
personal responses to the text. For more, see the Sakai course site. 
 
4. Read selections from the biblical text. 
 
Students will read selected biblical texts and demonstrate that experience by means of forums, 
group discussions, and exams. 
 
5. Ask a Specialist Interview (11% of the course grade) 
 
To cultivate interaction with skilled scholarship, students will interview a specialist about the Old 
Testament, dialogue with that specialist, and fashion a response to that dialogue. The specialist 
must be someone who has been trained in and regularly uses the Bible in the context of ministry or 
academics and must be someone other than the instructor for this course.  For details of this 
assignment, as well as a grading rubric, see the "Course Documents" folder on the class Sakai site. 
 
6. Analysis of a Scripture Passage (11% of the course grade). 
 
Students will select one biblical passage from a provided list and offer an analysis of 
that passage by means of a guided worksheet. The worksheet directs the student to 
interrogate a passage using a specific set of directions/questions. This worksheet as well as an 
example of the exercise and a rubric are found on the Sakai course site. 
 
7. Personal/Vocational Exercise (11% of course grade) 
 
Many texts in the Old Testament define the People of God. Some texts express this definition as identity 
(those who are obedient or holy). Others express this definition as vocation (those who are image-bearers of 
God to a watching world). Learners will locate one of these texts (identity or vocation), study it closely, and 
craft a video response to it. This video response will demonstrate how this selected text addresses/illustrates 
the journey in becoming a Person of God. Creativity is encouraged: learners may choose to express this 
response in the medium of words, art, craft, music, dance, drama, etc. Deeper description and rubric for this 
assignment may be found on the Sakai site. 
 
8. Exams (3 exams worth 11% each > 33% of the course grade) 
 
Three exams will be offered according to the course schedule. These exams will be objective in nature and 
taken via Sakai. Material for these exams will be drawn from assigned videos and reading.  
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9. Participation (6%) 
 
It is expected that learners prepare for each synchronous meeting (face-to-face or remote) by completing 
assigned readings in advance of that meeting. Weekly checklists of assignments will appear on Sakai. These 
should be marked conscientiously by students according to an honor system and will be used, in part, for 
formulating a participation grade. Another portion of this participation grade will be drawn from the 
instructor's perception of student engagement in synchronous meetings.   
 
Hence, the course grade for BIBL1103 (F2F) will be determined as follows: 
 
Wright Summaries   16% 
Lamb Quizlets    12% 
Ask an Specialist Interview  11% 
Scripture Analysis   11% 
Personal/Vocational Exercise  11% 
Exam 1    11% 
Exam 2    11% 
Exam 3    11% 
Participation     6% 
    __________ 
     100% 
Overall Course Grade Scale: 
 
A 100-93 
A-  92-90 
B+ 89-87 
B 86-83 
B- 82-80 
C+ 79-77 
C 76-73 
C- 72-70 
D+ 69-67 
D 66-63 
D- 62-60 
F 0-59 
 
B= 89-80 
C= 79-70 
D= 69-60 
F= 59-0 
 
IX. Bibliography 
 
 See the Sakai site.  
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X. Course Outline 
 

The following presents the sweep of the course.  The course schedule, posted on the Sakai site, 
aligns this sweep with specific dates, reading schedules, and assignments. 
 
Introduction 
 
I. Torah and the Formation of the People of God 
 
 Torah and the World of the Old Testament 
 God's Credentials and Creation 
 The Formation of the People of God 
 The Sinai Core 
 Torah Reviewed and Projected 
 
II. Judges, Kings, and the Struggles of the People of God 
 
 The Quest for Land and Leadership 
 The Arrival of Kingship 
 David and Solomon 
 A Torn Kingdom and Tearing Empires 
 Judah's Trajectory 
  
III. Prophecy, Poetry, and Reflections by the People of God 
 
 Prophets, Poets, and Wise-guys 
 Disappointment and Dystopia 
 The End of the Old Testament 


	SYLLABUS FOR BIBL1103 – Orientation to the Old Testament
	Johnson University, Florida
	3 Hours, Fall 2021
	Course-site: sakai.johnsonu.edu (Select JU_BIBL1103_OL30_21S1)
	Garrett Thompson, PhD

