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 Course Information: 
Course Number: HIST 102 Section 01 

Course Title: History of Civilization II 

Course Meeting  

Time and Location:     
Online 

  

   Faculty Facilitators / Contact Information: 
  
Instructor: Robert Reeder 

Office: L-187 

Office hours                                   By appointment - Tuesday  & Thursday 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Telephone: 937-395-8601 x5230 

Email: Robert.Reeder@kc.edu 

Contact policies:  
Email is best way to contact. Monday through Friday, 8 am - 4 pm. 

  

Course Description: 
A course that traces the history of Western Civilization from the mid-
17th century (Treaty of Westphalia) to the present, featuring the political, 
economical, social, cultural, intellectual and religious forces that shaped this 
development. 



  

Number of credit hours: 3 theory hours 

Course Pre-requisites, Co-requisites and Requirements: 

• There are no Pre-reqs for this course 
  

 Institutional Outcomes: 

• Broad integrative learning: What life lessons are you learning? 
Demonstrates broad integrative knowledge of disciplines outside 
students’ specific field of study. 

• Intellectual skills: In what ways are you smarter? 
Demonstrates continued development in reading comprehension, 
oral and written communication, and quantitative analysis in 
projects, papers, and professional performance. 

• Civic engagement: How are you engaged in your community? 
Engages in serving human need using knowledge and skill from 
both integrative and specialized curricula in community/global 
settings. 

 Course Objectives: 
The purpose of this course is to explore as a group, the origins of western 
society and how it’s effect on the world and the world’s effect on western 
society. 

History is not just the study of whom, what and when, but the 
understanding of why who did what; for what reasons; what were the 
outcomes? 

In this class students will study the impact that history has on our society 
and culture. 

•  



o  
  

  
  

1. They will also see that 
history is not black 
and white, but that it 
is open to 
interpretation. 

2. Students will learn to 
critically read their 
assignments and 
demonstrate their 
understanding 
through written 
assignments and 
group work. 

3. Students will be able 
to explain the 
differences between 
primary and 
secondary sources. 

4. Students will show an 
understanding of 
where events took 
place. 

5. The class will see that 
history can be very 
interesting and 
diverse, through 
exploring topics that 
interest us. 

  

   Course Learning Outcomes:  
Upon completion of this course students should be able to: 



1.  
1.  

1. Discuss the major social, cultural, religious, 
political, and economic developments and 
conflicts that occurred in western civilization from 
the “Age of Exploration” to the end of the 20th 
century. 

2. Understand the impact of geography in the 
development of western society. 

3. Explain the impact of science, medicine and 
disease in the formation of western civilization. 

4. Critically evaluate the way history has been 
portrayed in modern culture 

5. Discuss the role of religion in the development of 

western civilization  

  

 Textbook and Other Course Materials: 
                                                                                      

• A History of Western Society, Volume 2: From the Age of Exploration 
to the Present, by John P McKay, Clare Haru Crowston, Merry E 
Wiesner-Hanks & Joseph Perry (12th Edition), Bedford/St. Martins 
(2014), ISBN-13: 9781319031039 

• The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic--and 
How It Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World, by Steven 
Johnson, Riverhead Books (2006), ISBN-13: 978-1-59448-269-4 

• Other readings as assigned in class 

  

 Essential Course Policy Information: 
• Attendance: 

Students are required to notify course faculty of any pre-planned or 
emergency absences as soon as it is feasible. Communication and planning 
are the keys to successful learning. 



If a student has a planned absence, please email the instructor before the 
date.  Since class participation and discussion is an important part of the 
course, attendance is important.  

Excessive absences will result in a lower final grade.  If a student misses 
more than six days, the final grade will be lowered one letter grade.  Any 
extenuating circumstances will be treated on a case-by-case basis. 

Any student who has registered but has not attended any courses by the 
8th business day of the course term will be administratively withdrawn from 
all courses. After this date, administrative withdrawal will take place if a 
student is, absent for a period of two consecutive weeks and does not 
contact the instructor to complete the appropriate paperwork. 

Your participation in this course indicates your acceptance of its content, 
requirements and policies as outlined in this syllabus.  Please review the 
syllabus and course requirements promptly.  If you believe you will not be 
able to meet the demands and requirements of this course, you should drop 
the course by the drop/add deadline, listed on the calendar for the current 
academic semester. 

• Late/missing work:Missed exams and quizzes: 
Students are expected to submit assignments on time. Late assignments will 
not receive full credit unless arrangements have been made with course 
faculty in advance. Please ask for clarification if you do not understand or 
realize certain circumstances may preclude you from completing assigned 
work on time. Alternate arrangements for submitting assignments and 
fulfilling course requirements will be handled on an individual basis by 
course faculty. Students are expected to submit assignments on time. Late 
assignments will be graded according to timeliness criteria on attached 
grading rubrics. An “incomplete” grade for the course will not be given for 
late or missing assignments.  Students are expected to provide notification 
of absence to the appropriate faculty prior to the absence. It is the student’s 
responsibility to provide and make suitable arrangements with the 
appropriate faculty before the assignment is due. Failure to do so will result 
in zero for the missed course work. Missed exams will be made up only with 
prior notification and approval of course faculty and will likely be a different 
examination covering the same test content.  



All assignments are to be submitted on time for credit. Late assignments 
will receive zero credit. There will be a place to submit assignments through 
CANVAS electronically.  There are deadline dates and times and if pasted 
the student will not be able to submit electronically. Communication and 
planning are the keys to a positive learning environment. 

•  
o  

 Withdrawal: 
 The last day to withdraw from the 

course with a 100 percent refund with a 
grade of W is Friday, Jan 17th.  

 The last day to withdraw with a WP/WF 
is Friday, March 20th. 

 Extra credit 

There will be no extra credit in this course. 

Your participation in this course indicates your acceptance of its content, 
requirements and policies as outlined in this syllabus. Please review the 
syllabus and course requirements promptly. If you believe you will not be 
able to meet the demands and requirements of this course, you should drop 
the course by the drop/add deadline. 

  

 Technical skills and requirements for the course  
You need to comply with the technical requirements (Links to an external 
site.) as required by the college:  

• You should have the ability to use the Canvas Learning 
Management System (Links to an external site.) to successfully 
complete the course. 

• You should be able to use word processing software. 

• Students are responsible for keeping their own copy of submitted 
assignments and discussion posts. In cases when assignments or 
discussion posts were not received/posted in Canvas students 

http://kc.edu/campus-resources/it-department/technology-requirements-students/
http://kc.edu/campus-resources/it-department/technology-requirements-students/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-4121
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-4121


should be able to resubmit them again if requested by the 
instructor. 

• If you need technical assistance contact the KC Help Desk. The 
Help Desk contact information is available from any Canvas page 

at the bottom left-hand corner, under the Help link   

• We will be using CANVAS for keeping track of grades and 
submitting assignments. 

• There is no need for laptops during the lecture for this 
course.  Please do not bring your laptop to class.  If you do please 
do not have it open during class time.  If on the very rare off 
chance that a laptop would be needed, an announcement will be 
made to bring your laptop to class. 

• All students are expected to have access to the internet as 
students need access to the website associated with the 
textbook.  All papers and assignments must be typed (unless 
otherwise indicated) and submitted through the drop-box in 
CANVAS. 

• The document must be saved as a .pdf when submitted to the 
drop-box..  If I cannot open your document, I will count it as not 
being turned in.  

Digital Information Literacy  

• College Resources, Kettering College Library.  
• APA is required for properly citing information sources. 

  

 Copyright policy: 
Kettering College values and respects the laws that govern the creation and 
distribution of  intellectual property (copyright) and the rights of members 
of the academic community to use such intellectual property (fair use).  It is 
the expectation of the administration of Kettering College that students will 

https://kc.instructure.com/courses/1346256/assignments/%24CANVAS_OBJECT_REFERENCE%24/modules/ge3f78ed6b3f6880f5fcbdfd236c4fc12


be familiar with these laws and use copyright protected works in 
accordance with the law.   

  

 Methods of Assessing Learner Progress  

• Quizzes 
• Exams 
• Book Analysis 
• Historical Film Presentation   
• Homework & Class Participation 

Grading and Scale 
A   = 100%  -  93.5% 

A-  =  <93.5% - 89.5%  

B+ =  <89.5% - 87.5% 

B   =  <87.5% - 81.5%  

B-  =  <81.5% - 79.5%  

C+ =  <79.5% - 77.5%  

C   =  <77.5% - 71.5%  

C-  =  <71.5% - 69.5%  

D   = <69.5% - 60%  

  

Course Assignments 

Assignment Percent Points  

Quizzes 10 

10 each (14 with the 

3 lowest being 

dropped) 

Exams 50 
about 100-150 each 

(4) 



Book Analysis 15 60 

Reflection Papers 15 20 each (5)  

Homework & Class Participation 10 10 each (8) 

Total Points Possible 100%* 1025**  

* see Canvas for specific information on assignments 

**Point distribution and assignments may change as need arises in class.  Grading rubrics 
for assignments will be posted with the assignment instructions. 

  

Course Content and Outline  

See the home page for the weekly outline for the course and see below for 
due dates. 

Syllabus change policy 
This syllabus is a guide and every attempt is made to provide an accurate 
overview of the course. However, circumstances and events may make it 
necessary for the instructor to modify the syllabus during the semester and 
may depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and experiences of the 
students. Changes to the syllabus will be made with advance notice.  

Americans with Disabilities Statement & Non-Discrimination/Academic 
Support Statement  

Kettering College is committed to promoting student academic success by 
complying with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and will provide 
reasonable accommodations for those students supplying appropriate 
documentation.     

The Nita Jennings Academic Support Center in the Learning Commons is 
the designated office on campus to provide services and accommodations 
to students with diagnoseddisabilities.  You need to provide documentation 
of your disability to the Academic Support Center if you seek 
accommodations in this course.  Students are strongly encouraged to 

https://kc.instructure.com/courses/1346256/pages/home-page


contact the academic support coordinator to request specific 
accommodations at least two weeks in advance of the need.  The 
coordinator will arrange necessary internal support and facilitate referral to 
external resources, as appropriate.  Refer to the current Kettering College 
Student Handbook (Links to an external site.) for specific information. 
It is the student’s responsibility to notify the instructor and the Academic 
Support Coordinator regarding accommodations (See the Kettering College 
Student Handbook (Links to an external site.)).  In addition, the Academic 
Support Center strives to empower all students do develop effective 
strategies for learning and offers peer tutoring, group tutorials and private 
consultation. 

For students unable to use the math/statistics tutorial services provided on 
campus through Academic Support, there is free online tutoring support 
available through Tutor.com. It can be accessed directly from Canvas by 
clicking on the Tutor.com link provided under the course navigation links on 
the left side of your screen. For more information contact bev.ervin@kc.edu 

Your success as a student is of utmost importance to me. If you have a 
disability or any other special circumstance that may have some impact on 
your work in this class, and for which you may require special 
accommodations, please contact me early in the semester so that 
accommodations can be made in a timely manner. 

The Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT) outlines the 
Canvas’ conformance with the accessibility standards under Section 508 of 
the Rehabilitation Act. It can be found 
under http://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility (Links to an external site.) 

Honor Code: 

see Kettering College Bulletin (Links to an external site.) 

Policy on Standards of Professional Conduct for Undergraduate and 
Graduate Students 

Code of Academic Integrity and Standards of Conduct: see Student 
Handbook 

Make sure that you review the Standards of Student Conduct  (Links to an 
external site.)   

Faculty Assistance Statement:   

http://kc.edu/about/student-handbook/
http://kc.edu/about/student-handbook/
http://kc.edu/about/student-handbook/
http://kc.edu/about/student-handbook/
mailto:bev.ervin@kc.edu
http://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility
http://kc.edu/about/academic-bulletin/
http://kc.edu/campus-resources/student-handbook/student-conduct/
http://kc.edu/campus-resources/student-handbook/student-conduct/


Students are expected to be in contact regularly with their faculty regarding 
any academic issues of importance to the students, and specifically if they 
are experiencing any concerns or difficulty with their studies.  
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