
Course Syllabus 
Marian University – Adult and Online Studies

SEMESTER:   Spring II 2019 - Online 

INSTRUCTOR: Tracey Marx (R117) 

tmarx@marianuniversity.edu 

College:  Arts, Sciences and Letters

OFFICE HOURS: by appointment 
DEPARTMENT: History 

COURSE NUMBER/TITLE: HIS 222 - History Goes to the Movies 
CREDITS: 3 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
The exploration of a variety of selected historical topics and themes as characterized by the movies. 

REQUIRED TEXT(S): 
Adkins & Adkins. Handbook to Life in Ancient Rome (Oxford, 1998) 

Cary & Scullard, A History of Ancient Rome. (New York, 1979) ONLINE RESOURCE – No purchase required 

This term, History Goes to the Movies will focus on the ancient Roman World as illustrated primarily by the HBO series 
Rome, but also including a variety of documentary films. 

Disclaimer: Students should be aware that while ROME provides an accurate depiction of the conditions in ancient 
Rome, it also portrays graphically the violence and open sexuality that was common during this era. As an HBO 
program, it was subject to much more relaxed censoring standards than a network television series. Given that viewing 
the series is required content, integral to the design of the course, it is up to the individual student to decide if he or 
she will be comfortable with this material when registering for the course. 

Students will need to secure reliable access to the HBO Series ROME. There are several options available: 

•
•
•
•
•
•
• The Cardinal Meyer Library owns a copy of the series on DVD – I will place this resource on reserve for in 

library use. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will: 

 Achieve content mastery in Roman history (demonstrate knowledge of basic facts, concepts and processes)
(KA 5)

 Employ historical logic and historical evidence in written arguments. (Develop logical, well-supported
conclusions) (CT 4)

 Analyze issues and events from multiple perspectives (GP 3 – Identify and understand multiple perspectives)

 Identify a sequencing of events, including causes and effects

 Recognize and identify the importance of geographical location relative to events over time

 Identify, analyze and use primary, secondary sources.

 Compare and contrast ideas, societies, events, individual actions, philosophies, beliefs and spiritual traditions
across cultures and time.
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TEACHING STRATEGIES: 

Course Information 
Historical Background Information 
Each week’s materials will include an introduction to historical background information both in terms of the historical 
events unfolding in the series and various aspects of the social/cultural/economic context of Ancient Rome. 

The exact form of the historical background varies from week to week, but will include the following types of COURSE 
ARTIFACTS: 

 Readings from the course text and various online resources

 Power Point presentations

 Documentary video presentations

 Video Lectures

Course artifacts are posted on MO2 in an order that corresponds with elements of the ROME series for that week. 
Engagement with this material is crucial to students’ ability to separate the historical facts of ancient Roman life from its 
fictionalized depiction in the ROME series. To that end, unless a course artifact is specifically labeled “Optional” it is to be 
considered required. Student interaction with the Course Artifacts is recorded by MO2 and contributes to the 
Participation portion of course grading. 

ROME Episodes 
We will watch the ROME series in its entirety throughout the course. Students will view 3-4 ROME episodes weekly. 

 The episode numbers to be viewed will be indicated both on the topical outline (below) and in each week on MO2.

 Weekly readings in the Cary & Scullard text (online resource) correspond to the historical timeline being depicted
in the episodes, so it will be helpful to students to read the text prior to watching the episodes for the week.

 Each week will also look more closely at one or more elements of ancient Roman life (Adkins text Readings)

EVALUATION/METHODS    INSTRUMENTS: 
Due to the varied nature of the course material and the focus on film screening, there will be no exams for the course 
In lieu exams, students will complete weekly exercises on the historical material and a longer research paper based on 
a particular aspect of Roman history/culture illustrated in the Rome series. 

Weekly Exercises (all assignment resources are posted on MO2) 

o Primary Source Assignments (PSA) consisting of reading and analyzing primary source documents related to
the topics being covered in class.

o Geography Exercises (Geo Ex): Students will also periodically complete brief geography assignments posted on
Marian Online 2

o Miscellaneous or video exercises: In several course weeks there are miscellaneous topical assignments,
sometimes associated with documentary videos.

o Just the Facts Quizzes: to ensure that students are fully aware of the historical and chronological differences
between recorded Roman history and the fictionalized version presented in the ROME series, students will
complete four of these quizzes, distributed throughout the course, which assess mastery of the recorded
history (info covered on quizzes is drawn from course readings, documentary films, Power Point or video
lectures)

 The historical material very often overlaps with the ROME depiction, but there are significant
breaks with the factual history and the series…students should NOT use the ROME series as
source material for these quizzes.

Research Paper 
Students will write a 6-8 page research paper, using the information presented in ROME episodes as a jumping off point 
to fully research and discuss one of the following topics*: 

Roman army Roles of women 

Roman religion Food in Roman culture 

Roman society (elites vs.commoners) Slavery 

Race relations (Romans vs. others) Sexuality 



*this is not an exhaustive list of topics…if you find something else you are interested in researching, let me know ASAP
and I will let you know if I think it will work.

Papers must be fully cited using APA, MLA or Turabian style notation. Students are free to use the internet for 
information, but each paper must make use of at least three (3) scholarly publications (books, or journal articles)  and at 
least one primary source in addition to any more general sites. Sites such as Wikipedia.com or ask.com may be used for 
general information or to give direction to other sources of information, but are not appropriate as cited sources. The 
Cardinal Meyer Library has an excellent collection (both bound and digital) of materials related to the Roman world. You 
will also find the JSTOR and ProjectMuse databases particularly useful. 

Basic Paper Formatting Guidelines 

 All submitted work must be word processed and double spaced

 No shorter than 6 pages no longer than 11 pages

 Font size no larger than 12pt, no smaller than 10 pt

 One (1) inch margins

 No bulleted lists

 No extra returns between paragraphs

 Must have a formal introduction and conclusion

 A document addressing the various forms of plagiarism will be posted in the MO2. Students
are expected to have read it and will be held accountable for the information included in it.

o Following is a list of common errors that student writers make. Be sure to be aware of these issues as
you write you paper. (watch the Formal vs Informal Writing video posted in the Welcome Area of MO2)

 Be aware of the verb tense that you are using, and be consistent with it…i.e., don’t switch back and
forth between past and present tense constantly. A general rule of thumb, since you are talking
about events that happened in the past, you should be using a past tense verb.

 Avoid using the 1st and 2nd person pronouns (I, we, you) when writing academic papers. This type of
usage personalizes and makes your writing sound too subjective – in writing of this sort (with the
possible exception of your concluding paragraph) you are striving for objectivity

 A word of advice – go through your paper and read it out loud as a means of editing. Often times we
have misspellings that slip through spell check, or sentences that seemed OK when we wrote them,
but when actually read, make no sense. Overall grammar and syntax are an important part of an
intelligible paper

 There are links to useful essay writing and grammar websites posted on MO2. You are free to
consult these or other websites or to make use of the Marian University Writing Center for help with
your papers. Of course, you may also contact me anytime with questions.

 The grading rubric for the research paper which will show you how your writing assignment will be
assessed can be round at the end of the syllabus or posted on MO2

 PROOF READ, PROOF READ, PROOF READ

 SPELL CHECK ≠ PROOFREAD

a. For instance, I never realized how many pheasants there were in medieval Europe…pheasants
planting the fields, pheasants grinding the grain, pheasants making shoes and building Gothic
cathedrals – boy, their little wings must have been tired!!

i. Of course, the correct word here is not pheasants, but PEASANTS. Since “pheasants” was
not spelled incorrectly, Spell Check will not pick it out…but I will!

Discussions should include frequent and explicit references to how the ROME episodes depict various aspects of each
topic including critical assessment of the accuracy of the depiction and what factors may have motivated the filmmakers
to portray the Roman world as they did. 



Discussion: 
Online Discussions – These will take place on a weekly basis on Marian Online 2 (MO2) and will be comprised of one or 
more questions. 

 These questions will be answered by each student.
o Subsequently, all students are required to comment in a meaningful manner on their peers’

comments.

 Use of concepts from textbook as well other academic and professional sources will be required.
o Simply saying ‘I agree’ will not be seen as a meaningful comment. Whether you agree or disagree,

expound on your thoughts and describe what critical thinking is leading you to think this way.

 All students need to begin by replying to the instructor’s discussion question first.

 Students will be required to add to each of the discussion boards on at least three different days during the
week. (that is, a MINIMUM of THREE posts is required each week)

o Additionally, a student may not reply to his or her own posting…that is, another student must post a
comment before you may post again on the same topic

 If a student cannot post on at least 3 different days as described above he or she may opt out of discussion
and write a Reflection Essay responding to the discussion topic. (students may only opt out of discussion a
max of twice in the 7 weeks of the class)

o Failure to post on 3 days as described above or write a Reflection Essay will result in a zero for
that week.

 Your choice can vary from week to week. If, for example, you will be out of town for a
week and won’t have access to a computer, you can write an essay that week and then join
in the discussion the next week.

o An exception to the three different day posting rule is if students are involved in a more or less “live
time” discussion where two or more students respond back and forth to one another in the course
of a single day…in this case, I would count each of those posts toward the weekly requirement.

Note on Discussions: It is important that the discussions take place in an open forum. Etiquette or “netiquette” is 
vital. See Marian Online 2 for guidelines on good behavior for online classes. You will be held to these standards. 
Violation of these guidelines will result in a loss of points. 

Your postings in discussions should never be more than 150 words. Shorter postings will allow a discussion among 
students rather than a series of lectures by students which are less likely to be read. Be specific and concise in your 
messages. Long messages will result in a loss of points in the discussions because they tend to stifle discussion. As 
always, quality is more important than quantity. Make careful notes about the grading rubric below. It will be the 
basis of your discussion grade.  

Each post will be grade according to the following rubric 

5 Points 4 3 Points 2 1 Point 0 Points. 

All facts used as evidence are 
accurate 

Most facts used as 
evidence are accurate 

Some facts used as 
evidence are accurate 

Facts are not used as 
evidence or are all 
inaccurate 

Answer is completely logical 
and the logic is clearly 
explained 

Answer is logical, but the 
logic is incomplete or only 
partially explained 

Answer is somewhat 
logical and the 
explanation lacks clarity 

Answer is illogical and 
no explanation is given 

The post adds new ideas to 
the discussion and provides a 
good opportunity for other 
students to comment on the 
ideas 

The post adds new ideas to 
the discussion or provides a 
good opportunity for   
other students to comment 
on the ideas 

The post adds only a very 
small amount to the 
discussion 

The post offers nothing 
additional to the 
discussion 

The post is based on 
historical issues and does not 
bring in present day 
analogies where 
inappropriate 

The post is based on 
historical issues but brings 
in present day analogies 
that are not completely 
appropriate 

The post contains 
primarily information on 
the present day without 
bringing in appropriate 
historical issues 

The post is solely based 
on the present day 
without any 
appropriate 
information on history 



The post provides an original 
or novel understanding of 
the readings/simulation 

The post shows basic 
understanding of the 
readings/simulation 

The post shows some 
misunderstanding of the 
readings/simulation 

The post is off topic 

Post consistently use proper 
grammar and spelling 

Post often use proper 
grammar and spelling 

Post usually use proper 
grammar and spelling 

Post rarely use proper 
grammar and spelling 

GRADING CRITERIA: 
The grading breakdown will be as follows: 

“Research” Paper 30% 
Preliminary Outline/Bibliography –   10% 
Final Draft - 20% 

Weekly Assignments 35% 
Attendance/Participation/Discussion 35% 

GRADING SCALE: 

A Excellent 4.0 A 93-100 
A- 3.75 A- 90-92
B+ 3.25 B+ 88-89
B Good 3.0 B 83-87
B- 2.75 B- 80-82
C+ 2.25 C+ 78-79 
C Satisfactory 2.0 C 73-77 
C- 1.75 C- 70-72
D+ 1.25 D+ 68-69 
D Lowest Passing 1.0 D 63-67 
D- .75 D- 60-62
F Failing 0 F Below 60 
WD Withdrew Your instructor reserves the right to adjust the above 
I Incomplete grading range. Any changes will be discussed the first 

night of class 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
As in the face-to-face environment, Marian University online classes require attendance. ‘Attendance’ is 
defined as participation in both the individual assignments and discussions. Learners who do not participate 
in a given learning session or who fail to complete the learning session’s assignment will be ‘absent’ for said 
class period. While engaged in an online course, you will be expected to sign into the Marian Online 2 
system several times each week, checking for e-mail updates, material uploads, and other course events. 
You will likewise be expected to respond to all class-related correspondence within 24 hours after it is 
posted. In extenuating circumstances, such as travel or health-related situations, more time between sign- 
ins may be approved; however you will need to notify your instructor ahead of time and request approval. 

Expectations – Due to the online and accelerated format of this course, success in the course will depend 
on you: You must log into Marian Online a minimum of 3-4 times weekly for announcements, assignments, 
course documents, and other communications from the instructor and colleagues; Assignments will be 
submitted no later than the due date assigned. Late work will not be accepted. 

1. The weekly quizzes must be completed in a single session…therefore, you must be able to dedicate

a single block of time each week to complete this portion of the class.

2. Completion of reading assignments

3. Successful completion of all assignments – This is not a self-paced course. Assignments must be

completed by certain due dates which are clearly indicated. If you do not submit material by the



due date (without prior approval for late submission) you will be locked out of the assignment, and 

the assignment will not be reopened. 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
*For full description for Marian University policies and procedures, please refer to the Academic Bulletin or AGS
Handbook.

Academic Honesty Policy: 
A policy of academic honesty is consistent with the mission statement of Marian University by ensuring academic 
integrity and thereby furthering the personal, moral, and intellectual development of the learning community. The 
intent of this policy is to establish consistency and to heighten the responsibility of the entire university community 
(faculty, staff and students) by identifying areas that would violate the concept of academic honesty. Little distinction 
is made between the student who is actually guilty of academic dishonesty and anyone who aids the student (e.g. by 
providing a copy of a stolen exam or by writing a paper for another student). An instructor and the University may 
change a student’s grade at any time, even after a course has been completed, if the student has violated the 
Academic Honesty Policy. 

The rules and procedures set forth in the current Student Handbook dealing with academic honesty will be followed in 
this class. Students are expected to have familiarized themselves with these rules and procedures. This applies to 
cheating, plagiarism, and intentional misrepresentation of the truth. If an assignment is prepared by a student for this 
class, it is expected that it be the student’s own work and that any use of the work of another be properly quoted and 
cited. Penalties for violating the policy will be assigned consistent with the policy. The minimum penalty for  
plagiarism is a failing grade on the work in question. 

Disability Statement: 
Marian University will provide reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities. If you feel you 
need accommodations to fully participate in this course, please contact Lisa Olig, Coordinator of Disability Services and 
Academic Support at 920-923-8951 or lmolig65@marianuniversity.edu. 

Adult Studies - Attendance Policy: 
Due to the accelerated format of courses in the AGS program, class attendance is mandatory. Students are expected 
to attend each class session in its entirety. However, balancing professional and personal obligations with school may 
result in a situation when a student is unable to attend a class session. 

When absences are anticipated, students are expected to notify the instructor, as far in advance as possible, to ensure 
that the absence will not impact classroom activities scheduled for that session. This allows for discussion as to how 
the student will make up the material covered during the absence; for example, completion of an additional written 
assignment, paper, or presentation. 

In the event of emergency or other unforeseen circumstances, students are expected to contact the instructor as soon 
as it becomes obvious that a class will be missed. Please note that the attendance policy will be applied whether the 
absence is excused or unexcused. 

An instructor may request that the Registrar administratively withdraw a student from a course if the student has not 
attended the first session of a course that meets once each week, or the student has attended neither of the first two 
sessions of a course that meets more frequently than once a week, and has not notified the instructor. Students who 
are administratively dropped by the instructor of the course will be assessed a 10% tuition penalty and have a WD 
grade recorded on their transcript. This policy does not negate the responsibility of students for their schedule of 
classes. 

Absence(s) from class will result in the following actions: 

1. One Absence - Students are expected to complete additional assignments to make up for the material
covered in the missed class. Instructors have the discretion to determine content and format of assignments
and any effect the absence may have on the final grade received.

2. Two Absences - Reduction of one full grade; for example, downgrade from an “A” to a “B” as the final grade.
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3. Three Absences - Failure in course; grade of “F” will be recorded on the official transcript, and the student is
required to repeat the course. No refund of tuition.

Because the first two classes lay the foundation for the course, students may not miss both the first and second class 
sessions. Should a student miss both the first and second night of class, the student will be administratively dropped 
and a financial penalty applied as outlined in the Academic Bulletin. In the rare occurrence that an emergency has 
prevented the student from attending both the first and second class session, and the student believes there is 
sufficient cause for an appeal, the student may appeal to the Director of AGS. See below for appeal criteria. 
Appeal Criteria: 

1. Evidence of emergency
2. Reasons for appeal
3. Proof of communication with instructor
4. Evidence of completed work and plan for completing remaining course requirements
5. Must show this is not an undue hardship on the instructor or other students in the course

Class Cancellation Due to Inclement Weather: 
Decisions to cancel classes due to inclement weather are made by Marian University. Both students and faculty must 
use their discretion to determine if travel during inclement weather poses a safety risk. Unless students and faculty are 
either individually notified or an announcement is made via radio and/or television regarding class cancellations, it 
should be presumed that all classes will be held as scheduled. If classes are not cancelled by the instructor or by the 
University, the attendance policy will be in effect for students who do not go to class. 

Instructor Absences: 
If an instructor is late, students are expected to wait 20 minutes after the start time. If after that time, the instructor 
still has not arrived and a message from the AGS Office and/or the instructor has not been received, students may opt 
to leave. If an instructor arrives later than 20 minutes, class may be held for those students who remain. Instructors 
will contact students who chose to leave and discuss how the material covered will be made up. If an instructor is 
unable to make it to class, the class must be rescheduled in a face-to-face format. 

Out of Classroom Workload Expectations 

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a 
minimum of forty-five hours over the length of the course for instruction or preparation/studying or 
course-related activities (including lectures, laboratories, recitations, discussion groups, field work, study, 
and so on), averaged over the semester, in order to complete the work of the course to achieve an average 
grade. 

This course is a 3-credit course. For every hour of in course/instructional time, a minimum of two hours of 
out-of-class work is expected. Additional hours are expected of graduate course work depending on the 
degree outcomes. According to Federal Guidelines from the US Department of Education, a 3-credit course 
assumes a minimum of 135 hours of course-related activities. The outside of classroom expectations of the 
students are as follow, for various modes of course: 

 A course that meets for three hours each week across a 15-week semester (meets three times for

one hour, meets two time for 75 minute session, or meets once for a three hour block) will have a

minimum of six hours of outside class-work per week.

 A 7-week course that meets once a week for approximately 4 hours will have a minimum of 15

hours of outside class-work per week.

 An 8-week course that meets once a week for approximately 4 hours will have a minimum of 13

hours of outside class-work per week.

 Online and hybrid courses will have a minimum of 135 hours of combined synchronous or

asynchronous course activities across the length of the course.

Academic activities include, but are not limited to reading, writing, studying, research, completing various 
assignments, and small group work. 



At least an equivalent amount of class-related work is required for laboratory, field trip, practicum, 
workshop, group studio, individual studio, independent study, dissertation, clinical placements, student 
teaching, and practices.   Courses that are more or less than 3 credits use the same calculation of in 
course/instructional time, a minimum of 45 hours of course-related activities per unit of credit over the 
duration of the course. 



Topical Outline 
(subject to instructor modification) 

PRE ASSIGNMENT 
Click on the PRE-ASSIGNMENT Page in the Welcome Area of MO2 and follow the directions there. 

Week One  
 ROME S1 Episode 1-3 

Reading:  *Cary & Scullard, Ch 26.7-27.1 
Adkins, Ch 1 (pp 37-47) Roman Politics 

Week Two 
  ROME S1 Episodes 4-6 

Reading: *Cary & Scullard Ch 27.2 
Adkins, Ch 2 (Military), Adkins, Ch 9 (Daily Life) 

Week Three 
ROME S1 Episodes 7-10 

Reading: *Cary & Scullard Ch 27.3-5 
Adkins, Ch 7 (Religion) 

Week Four  
ROME S1 Episodes 11-12, S2 Episode 1 

Reading: *Cary & Scullard Ch 27.6-28.1 

Adkins, Ch 3-4 (Geography, Towns & Countryside)

Week Five  
 ROME S2 Episodes 2-5 

 

Reading: *Cary & Scullard Ch 28.2-3 
Adkins, Ch 5 (Travel and Trade) Ch 8 (Economy and Industry) 

Week Six  
 ROME S2 Episodes 6-8 

Reading: *Cary & Scullard 28.4-6 
Adkins Ch 6 (written evidence) 

Week Seven   
ROME S2 Episodes 9-10 

Reading: *Cary & Scullard 28.7-end 
Cleopatra Readings (MO2) 

*The Cary & Scullard readings can be found in the Course Materials area of Marian Online

Due Dates 
Assignments for each week (as posted on MO2) are due by 11:59 pm on Sundays – the new course week starts on 
12:00 AM on Mondays 

The final research papers are due by Wednesday May 15, 2019



Research Paper 
Historical Rubric (Side 1) 

10 Points 9-7 Points 6-3 Points 2-0 Points Total 

Historical 
Argument 

Creates a strong 
argument based on 
historical facts in 
which all ideas are 
linked together in a 
logical fashion. 

Has an argument 
based on historical 
facts, but either the 
argument is weak 
or the ideas are not 
linked together in a 
logical fashion 

Has either an 
argument based on 
historical facts or 
ideas which are 
linked together in a 
logical fashion, but 
not both elements. 

Lacks an argument 
based on historical 
facts and ideas 
which are linked 
together in a 
logical fashion. 

Use of 
Evidence 

Precise and accurate 
historical evidence 
from class or 
readings is used to 
support all points. 

Precise and 
accurate historical 
evidence from class 
or readings is used 
to support most 
points. 

Precise and 
accurate historical 
evidence from class 
or readings is used 
to support some 
points 

Lacks historical 
evidence or 
evidence is 
inaccurate, 
imprecise, or 
confused. 

Interpretation Historical 
information is used 
or explained in 
appropriately novel 
or interesting ways 

Historical information is used or explained 
in ways similar to those presented in class. 

Historical 
information is not 
used or explained 

Context Shows significant 
skill in placing the 
issue within its 
historical context 
and shows the 
importance of that 
context to the issue. 

Adequately places the issue within its 
historical context and shows the 
importance of that context to the issue. 

Doesn’t place the 
issue within its 
historical context. 

Evaluation of 
Question 

Clearly identifies and 
evaluates 3 
important issues 
involved 

Clearly identifies 
and evaluates 2 
important issues 
involved 

Clearly identifies 
and evaluates 1 
important issue 
involved 

Doesn’t identify or 
evaluate 
important issues 
involved. 

Overall Evaluation 

10 Points 9-7 Points 6-3 Points 2-0 Points Total 

Historical 
Logical/Evidenc 
e 

Link between 
evidence (support, 
data, information) 
and conclusion 
(inference, data, 
support) is clear, 
present, and follows 
logically 

Both conclusion 
and evidence are 
present and 
plausible, but link 
between them is 
implied, doesn’t 
fully fit the 
evidence, or leaves 
gaps between 
them. 

Link between 
evidence (support, 
data, information) 
and conclusion 
(inference, data, 
support) is unclear, 
nonexistent, and/or 
doesn’t logically 
follow. Evidence is 
incorrect or unclear. 

Unable to develop 
conclusions 

Multiple 
Perspectives 
(cultures/time 
periods) 

Identifies more 
complex connections 
between cultures 
and beliefs and 
actions and provides 
plausible 
explanations for the 
connections 

Identifies more 
complex 
connections 
between cultures 
and beliefs and 
actions but does 
not provide 
plausible 
explanations for 
the connections 

Is able to identify 
only the most 
obvious connections 
between cultures 
and beliefs and 
actions 

Does not identify 
connections 
between cultures 
and beliefs and 
actions 

Total Side One 



Marian University General Writing Rubric (side 2) 
Central Idea/Critical Thinking (logic and argumentation) 

10-9 The central idea/thesis/argument is stated clearly and responds appropriately to the assignment. 
The paper uses logic and evidence effectively, and each section provides a convincing argument to 
support the paper’s central idea. 

8-7 The paper’s thesis/central idea is stated clearly and responds appropriately to the assignment. The 
paper offers reasons to support its points, shows some interpretation of evidence, and explains 
connections between evidence and main ideas. There is some faulty logic 

6-5 The thesis/central ideas is adequate, but does not completely satisfy the assignment. The paper 
may develop the central idea only in general terms, use generalizations to support its points or 
examples that are not relevant, depend on unsupported opinion or personal experience, or assume 
that evidence speaks for itself. The paper demonstrates logic that is unclear or arrange 
ineffectively. 

4-3 The paper does not have a clear central idea or does not respond appropriately to the assignment, 
and/or the thesis/central argument is too vague or obvious. The paper may depend on clichés or 
overgeneralizations for support and/or offer little evidence. 

2-0 The paper lacks a thesis/central idea and does not respond to the assignment. It may have no 
appreciable organization, use irrelevant details or lack supporting evidence entirely, and/or is too 
brief. It lacks transitions and coherence. 

Organization 

10-9 The paper consistently demonstrates a structure appropriate for purpose, audience and/or 
technology field. It guides the reader through the chain of reasoning or progression of ideas, and 
utilizes transitions appropriately. 

8-7 The paper generally demonstrates a structure appropriate for purpose, audience and/or 
technology field, an appropriate progression of ideas and the correct use of transitional devices. 

6-5 The paper minimally demonstrates a structure appropriate for purpose, audience and/or 
technology field, a basic progression of ideas, and a rudimentary usage or transitions that may 
inhibit idea flow. 

4-3 The paper demonstrates a random organizational pattern, with little or no paragraph coherence 
and too few or inappropriate transitions. It may lack topic sentence or main ideas and all (most) 
paragraphs to not relate to the central theme. 

2-0 The paper has no appreciable organization and may lack coherence and/or transitions 

Style/Mechanics 

10-9 The paper contains almost no errors and demonstrates vocabulary usage and sentence style 
befitting the paper’s audience and purpose. 

8-7 The paper contains few errors and generally demonstrates vocabulary usage and sentence style 
befitting the paper’s audience and purpose 

6-5 The paper contains several mechanical errors and only marginally demonstrates vocabulary usage 
and sentence style befitting the paper’s audience and purpose. 

4-3 The paper contains several mechanical errors and inappropriate vocabulary usage and sentence 
style. 

2-0 The paper contains major mechanical errors and inappropriate vocabulary usage and sentence 
style 

Detractors Total 

Total from side 1 

Detractors 

Grand Total 

Plagiarism Up to 100 pts 

Use of 1st or 2nd 

person 
10 pts 

Formatting (length, 
font size, margins, 
paragraph spacing. 

Up to 10 pts 
for each issue 
present 




