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Required Texts:  
 Groeschel, Benedict. After This Life: What Catholics Believe About What Happens 

Next. IN: Our Sunday Visitor, 2009. (978-1-59276-442-6) 

 Rolheiser, Ronald. The Passion and the Cross. OH: Franciscan Media, 2015. (978-1-61636-812-8). 
 Weaver, Natalie Kertes. The Theology of Suffering and Death: An Introduction for Caregivers. 

NY: Routledge, 2013. (ISBN: 978-0-415- 78108-4). 

Regular use of Marian Online 2 and retrieval of online materials and/or resources. 

Course Catalogue Description:  
A theological exploration of attitudes and perspectives on suffering, death, and resurrection. While the main 
exploratory focus in this course will be from the Catholic Christian perspective, attention will also be given to 
cross-cultural and inter-faith conceptions of the afterlife and/or ways of attaining ultimate meaning in the context 
of death. Specific attention will be given to the experience of terminal illness, the experience of loss and 
strategies for dealing with loss, ethical issues related to the process of dying in a technological age, Eastern 
and Western religious views of life after death, and the theological underpinnings of how the arts deal with 
death and the afterlife. 

Course Objectives:  
1. To explore spiritual and theological questions surrounding suffering, dying and death. (CT4) 

2. To develop an understanding of Christian beliefs and approaches to suffering, dying, death. Individually and 
as a class group, students will explore their own death-related experiences and how these experiences 
have influenced their attitudes and beliefs about death. (KA 5) 

3. To explore historical, cross-cultural, and religious diversity of beliefs, rituals and traditions surrounding 
suffering and death, as well as those commonly familiar to most U.S. Americans. (CT4, GP3) 

4. To consider spiritual and practical implications of caregiving in the face of suffering and death. Will be able 
to explore important medical ethical issues and be able to identify a process for making moral decisions. 
(CT4, GP3) 

5. To learn core tenets of Christian eschatology and a Christian theology of hope. (CT4, KA5) 

Teaching Strategies: 

 Lecture and discussion 

 Book discussions 

 Practitioner observation and interview 

 Video presentations 

 Reflections 

Evaluation Methods/Instruments:  
(Approximate and subject to change) 

 Group Project 

 Lossography 

 Forum Postings 

 New Knowledge Logs 

 Film analysis 
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 Cumulative reflective essay exam (final class summary paper) 

 Additional activities deemed necessary 

Each assignment requires something different of the students. Grading is based on the students’ success in 
responding to the questions raised in each assignment. All work will be given a numerical grade. At the 
conclusion of the semester, grades will be averaged and letter grades assigned. Students may inquire about their 
standing in the course at any time during the semester. 

Students are expected to maintain academic honesty as set forth in the Marian College policy on academic 
honesty, including proper notation of sources (see Student Handbook). Failure to do so will result in the lowering 
of the students’ grade by at least one level. However, the instructor reserves the right to take additional action 
depending upon the severity of the student’s infraction. 

Students should use the APA stylebook when writing papers and notating sources for the 

course. Grading Criteria: 

A Excellent 4.0 93-100 
A-   3.75 90-92 
B+   3.25 88-89 

B Good 3.0 83-87 
B-   2.75 80-82 

C+   2.25 78-79 
C Satisfactory 2.0 73-77 

C-   1.75 70-82 
D+   1.25 68-89 

D Lowest Passing 1.0 63-67 
D-   .75 60-62 
F Failing 0 Below 60 

WD Withdrew     
I Incomplete   Your instructor reserves the right to adjust  

the above grading range. 
 

University Policies 

*For full description for Marian University policies and procedures, please refer to the Academic Bulletin. 
Handbook. 

Academic Honesty Policy 

A policy of academic honesty is consistent with the mission statement of Marian University by ensuring academic 
integrity and thereby furthering the personal, moral, and intellectual development of the learning community. The 
intent of this policy is to establish consistency and to heighten the responsibility of the entire university community 
(faculty, staff and students) by identifying areas that would violate the concept of academic honesty. Little 
distinction is made between the student who is actually guilty of academic dishonesty and anyone who aids the 
student (e.g. by providing a copy of a stolen exam or by writing a paper for another student). An instructor and the 
University may change a student’s grade at any time, even after a course has been completed, if the student has 
violated the Academic Honesty Policy. 

The rules and procedures set forth in the current Student Handbook dealing with academic honesty will be 
followed in this class. Students are expected to have familiarized themselves with these rules and procedures. 
This applies to cheating, plagiarism, and intentional misrepresentation of the truth. If an assignment is prepared 
by a student for this class, it is expected that it be the student’s own work and that any use of the work of another 
be properly quoted and cited. The minimum penalty for plagiarism is a failing grade on the work in question. 
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Disability Statement 
Marian University will provide reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities. If you feel 
you need accommodations to fully participate in this course, please contact Lisa Olig, Coordinator of Disability 
Services and Academic Support at 920-923-8951 or lmolig65@marianuniversity.edu . 

Adult Studies - Online attendance 
As in the face-to-face environment, Marian Online classes require attendance. ‘Attendance’ is defined as 
participation in both the individual assignments and discussions. Learners who do not participate in a given 
learning session or who fail to complete the learning session’s assignment will be ‘absent’ for said class 
period. While engaged in an online course, you will be expected to sign into the Marian Online system regularly, 
checking for e-mail updates, material uploads, and other course events. You will likewise be expected to respond 
to all class-related correspondence within 24 hours after it is posted. In extenuating circumstances, such as travel 
or health-related situations, more time between sign-ins may be approved; however, you will need to notify your 
instructor ahead of time and request approval. 

Classroom and Campus Expectations 
Students are encouraged to maximize the learning experience offered through Marian University. Ideal 
learning takes place in environments where trust, mutual respect and active engagement is valued and 
observed by all participants. 

Students enrolled at Marian University are expected to conduct themselves in a manner appropriate to a 
professional setting. Students are expected to be respectful of the learning environment established by the 
instructor. No student has the right to be disruptive, disrespectful or uncivil in their conduct – including 
language – in any setting at Marian University (this includes online, Face Book, web-based venues). 

A student who is deemed to be inappropriate in the classroom may be asked to leave the class for a session 
or longer, or may be administratively withdrawn by University officials. 

Out of Classroom Workload Expectations 

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 

forty-five hours over the length of the course for instruction or preparation/studying or course-related 
activities (including lectures, laboratories, recitations, discussion groups, field work, study, and so on), averaged 
over the semester, in order to complete the work of the course to achieve an average grade. 

This course is a 3-credit course. For every hour of in course/instructional time, a minimum of two hours of out-of-
class work is expected. Additional hours are expected of graduate course work depending on the degree 
outcomes. According to Federal Guidelines from the US Department of Education, a 3-credit course assumes a 
minimum of 135 hours of course-related activities. The outside of classroom expectations of the students are as 

follow, for various modes of course: 

Online and hybrid courses will have a minimum of 135 hours of combined synchronous or asynchronous 

course activities across the length of the course. 

Academic activities include, but are not limited to reading, writing, studying, research, 
completing various assignments, and small group work. 

At least an equivalent amount of class-related work is required for laboratory, field trip, practicum, workshop, 
group studio, individual studio, independent study, dissertation, clinical placements, student teaching, and 
practices. Courses that are more or less than 3 credits use the same calculation of in course/instructional time, a 
minimum of 45 hours of course-related activities per unit of credit over the duration of the course. 
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Course Management and Standards 

Marian Online: 
As often as possible notes, announcements, assignments and other course materials will be posted on Marian 
Online. Students are encouraged to use this resource. Also, the instructor will also communicate with students 
via this tool. Students are encouraged to go to the Email function of the website and under Preferences 
forward their Marian Online email to the email address they most frequently check. 

If you decide to make copies of notes, presentations, etc., please be environmentally friendly; use scrap paper, 
run “outline” versions of the Power Point presentations, and only make copies when necessary. 
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