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HIS 262  

US History Since 1865 

 
      

Course Description: 

A survey of American history from the Civil War to the present.  

 

Course Objectives: 

1) Through course readings and assignments, students will be exposed to the basic 

chronology of American history, and via Blackboard quizzes and written 

assignments demonstrate an understanding of the major events and personalities 

in the development of the United States after 1865. 

2) Additional readings and discussion assignments allow students to delve more 

specifically into topics related to US history since 1865. 

3) Participation in class discussions about topics presented will further educate 

students about the impact the development of the United States has had on the 

development of the world in which they live. 

After completing this course, students should be able to: 

      1)  Describe broad trends over time. 

      2)  Read historical sources critically, especially in terms of an author's thesis and  

 likely biases. 

      3)  Critically discuss historical topics and their significance in order to make and 

 support historical arguments. 

      4)  Recognize and challenge assumptions we often make about the past. 

 

 

                 
 

Required Textbook(s) and Materials: 

1. REVEL for Brands, Learning US History, Semester 2  

via access code used at revel.pearson.com  

Our unique course code:   https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/etrrhz  

https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/etrrhz
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Access to Blackboard. www.blackboard.mckendree.edu  

 

Grading:   

Grades for the course are based on 900 total points.  Points are divided as follows: 

 

Biography Post on Blackboard   30 points 

REVEL assignments (revel.pearson.com) 

       From REVEL for Brands, Learning US History, Semester 2 

 Chapter 15     36 points 

Chapter 16     36  

 Chapter 17     36  

 Chapter 18     36 

 Chapter 19     36 

 Chapter 20     36 

 Chapter 21     36 

 Chapter 22     36 

 Chapter 23     36 

 Chapter 24     36 

 Chapter 25     36 

 Chapter 26     36 

 Chapter 27     36 

 Chapter 28     36 

 Chapter 29     36 

Discussion Board Forums on Blackboard                315  

Course Evaluation     15      

    Total       900     points 

    

 

Final course letter grades are based on these point breakdowns: 

 

 Final Course Grade  Points earned  

 A    842-900   

 A-    806-841  

 B+    770-805     

B    743-769 

 B-    716-742 

 C+    680-715 

 C    653-679 

 C-    626-654 

 D    536-625  

 F        0-535      

 

In order to earn any particular letter grade, you must have earned at least the minimum 

number of points listed for that letter grade. Final grades will be assigned based on the 

number of points earned, not the percentage of points possible earned. 

 

http://www.blackboard.mckendree.edu/
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This course is organized by weeks, with each beginning at 8:00 am on Monday and 

ending at 5:00pm on the following Monday. This may seem odd at first, but it is done 

to try to accommodate for potential weekend issues and student questions.  This also 

gives you the flexibility to work on modules during the week or on the weekends, 

depending on your personal schedule. Please keep in mind, however, that our last week 

ends on a Friday, so Module 8 will run from Monday at 8 am until Friday at 5 pm that 

last week of class.  

 

Quizzes and Assignments: 

There are 15 chapter quizzes during this course. Each will cover information presented in 

one chapter of the Brands, Learning US History, Semester 2. They can be accessed 

through REVEL for Brands, Learning US History, Semester 2 at revel.pearson.com.  

 

Using your REVEL access card, you will log in at: revel.pearson.com.  Once you are 

logged into the course, you will see a tape at the bottom identifying assignment due dates. 

Each assignment opens one week before it is due, and you have until 5 pm on the due 

date to submit. The due dates in REVEL are when the chapter quizzes must be 

completed; this should NOT be your first reading of the REVEL materials. 

 

There are no makeups in REVEL. Instead, you should plan to complete all assigned 

quizzes prior to the due date in order to afford yourself some insurance if you forget 

about an assignment, have computer issues, etc.  I will not reopen closed assignments in 

REVEL. 

  



 4 

Grading for Discussion Board:  

Throughout the duration of the course, each student will be expected to participate in 

weekly discussions by initiating and responding to Discussion Board threads and forums.   

For every module, you will be expected to participate/respond in/to weekly discussions.  

Each student is expected to post a minimum of twice each week. You will need to post at 

least two different times and on different days to maximize the points you earn. [Most 

students have found mid-week and end-of-the-week the best times to post.] The source 

material for all discussions will come from REVEL readings, materials posted on the 

Blackboard site, and/or other websites (such as a virtual tour of a museum exhibit) linked 

to the course content.  You will be directed to required materials; you typically don’t 
have to find information on your own in order to participate in the discussions. 

 

You should strive to complete the assigned REVEL readings before you post in 

discussion board. That means you should not wait until the due date to complete your 

readings.   

 

Responses to posed questions should indicate you have read or viewed the assigned 

material.  “I agree,” “I disagree,” “That’s what I was going to say,” or anything similar 

will not count as a valid/acceptable response.  You will have to elaborate on what you 

mean! Students are expected to put some thought into questions they initiate and the 

responses they give.  Additionally, civility is paramount.  You may disagree with 

someone but do so in a constructive manner.  Say why you think the way that you do (and 

comments like “that’s a stupid idea” will not cut it). All module discussions will “open” 
on Monday at 8am for a designated week, unless otherwise indicated, and “close” by 5 

pm on the following Monday.  

 

If a student fails to meet the minimum required posts by the closing of the module, he/she 

may not receive any credit for the discussion.  Just like in a face-to-face conversations, 

you can’t just say your piece and walk away! You have to respond in order for it to be 

a discussion and not just a statement.  Students may and are encouraged throughout the 

semester to post responses or initiate discussion beyond the minimum requirements.  

Remember, however, it is quality rather than quantity that will count.  

 

Discussion posts are graded using an embedded Blackboard rubric. You can view the 

rubric within Blackboard, or in the image below.  I use these rubrics to grade, and you 

will be able to view feedback within Blackboard by clicking on “My Grades” and then 

clicking on the assignment name.  Use the feedback to improve your scores throughout 

the course. 

  



 5 

Sample:  

 

 
 

There is also a copy of the rubric posted on the course Blackboard site.  

 

Also Found on Discussion Board: 

In addition to the regular weekly module discussions (with an open and close date/time), 

there is a place for students to chat (open all semester) and a place for concerns or 

problems with the Blackboard site or assignments (open all semester). Both of these 

forums can be found under the “Discussion” tab in Blackboard.  

 

You should plan to use the FAQ discussion board for all questions related to the 

course.  In all likelihood, I will see your questions much sooner if you post them to the 

FAQ.  I will not respond to general questions about the course that are sent via email.  If 

you have a situation of a private nature, you can email me, but please know that you still 

may want to check in on the FAQ as a way to be sure you haven’t missed any major 

announcements or assignments.   

 

 

NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED IN THIS COURSE. 

 

And here is why: 
Each student must be held accountable for discussion board and other assignment criteria, 

especially the dates and times indicated.  Because we exist as a class in a virtual space, 

adhering to the timetable is really important.  Much of our work here takes place in a 

virtual discussion. In order to participate with your classmates, you must be following the 
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same deadline/timeline.  (If you were to miss a face-to-face class discussion, would you 

really expect your whole class to do it again for you? Probably not.  To hold to the same 

idea, then, a strict adherence to deadlines is expected in our virtual class.)  

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Participation is expected by the indicated dates.  In other words, this is an online course 

with specific assignments and due dates. This is NOT a correspondence course. REVEL 

assignments are spaced throughout all calendar days of the 8-week course. Check there 

frequently so that you do not miss due dates for assignments.  There is a tape across the 

bottom of your REVEL screen that shows you all upcoming due dates for those 

assignments. Blackboard module tabs remind you of discussions that take place within 

that system.   

 

In addition, you are expected to attend class in its virtual space at least twice each week.  

You should log onto the Blackboard site at least twice each week and check the module 

assignments tab for each module during the term. We are a virtual community of learners, 

so it’s important that we each participate regularly just as would be expected in a 

traditional classroom setting. 

 

Again, this is not a correspondence course.  Though you may do the work on you own 

time and wherever you choose, meeting the deadlines is critical for passing the course.  

Typically deadlines are extended only in the cases of University system outages—and 

that rarely happens (because our IT folks are GREAT!!).   

 

Technical difficulties with REVEL should be directed toward the REVEL helpdesk, not 

to the professor or McKendree University IT.  While I can be sympathetic, I have no 

control over the REVEL system so there’s not much I can do to resolve REVEL issues. 

REVEL has a 24/7 helpdesk; their contact information is posted on the course 

Blackboard site under “Orientation.” 
 

Personal issues with computers, passwords, user ID codes, software, software codes, 

hardware, internet access, etc. are not the responsibility of me or McKendree University. 

If you miss a deadline because of these types of issues, you can expect sympathy BUT 

you should not expect an extension.  Please be sure to allow yourself time to address 

personal computer and technology issues so that you do not miss deadlines, due dates or 

assignments. (That means don’t wait until the end of the week to complete your 

assignments.  Pay attention to the due date tape on REVEL.  Allow time for possible 

issues well before the deadlines.) 

 

**ACADEMIC HONESTY** All students are expected to take responsibility for 

adherence to high ethical standards.  Unfair or unethical practices will be considered a 

serious offense.  Dishonesty in assignments, examinations, or other work, or plagiarism 

(failure to give credit for ideas or materials taken from another without acknowledgment) 

may be grounds for immediate FAILURE. 
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Keys to success in this course: 
1. Read the syllabus. 

2. Follow the instructions. 

3. Participate in weekly Module discussions. 

4. Stay up-to-date on REVEL assignments.  

5. Check the FAQ for information, questions, comments, etc.  

6. Submit your work by the deadlines.  

 


