
  Sport & the Media  1 

Sport and the Media 

College of Business – SPM 354  

 

 

Course Description 

In order to meaningfully analyze and understand the far-reaching role of mediated sport in contemporary culture, 

we must enlist wider business perspectives of marketing, finance, advertising, and commercial strategy. This 

course examines the world of mediated professional, collegiate, and amateur sport, investigates the commercial 

origins of mediated sport, and considers the likely future of the business of sport media.  

 

Course Goals 

The primary objectives of this course are: 

 To provide students with the skills necessary to redefine and situate the business of sport media within a 

cultural framework; 

 To identify and account for the ongoing changes and far-reaching effects of those changes in the business 

of sport media;  

 To reflect upon the role sport media plays in culture, society, and population, while it supports an 

international industry worth hundreds of billions of dollars; and 

 To utilize a number of sport media forms as a source for analysis. 

 

Course Outcomes 

At the conclusion of the course, students will:  

 Define, analyze, and interpret the ways in which sport media shapes the business of sport; 

 Be better able to analyze decision making in sport organizations; 

 Have improved their ability to recognize the role that ideology plays in shaping sport business; and  

 Developed and refined critical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills. 

 

Key Learning Outcomes  

 Demonstrate and apply knowledge of sport management principles 

 Develop a skill set that advances their oral, written and creative communications abilities, as well as their 

analytical and critical thinking skills 

 Understand professional and ethical obligations in sport management, including the importance of global 

perspectives, diversity, and inclusion. 

 

Required Text 

Freeman, M. (2001). ESPN: The uncensored history. Taylor Trade Publishing: Lanham, Md. ISBN: 978-0-87833-270-

0. Additional readings in each module. It is your responsibility to ensure you can download (and complete) all 

readings prior to class.  

 

Commitments 

Expect that this class will challenge how you think about sport and its place in our world. I believe my job is to 

help us all better understand the world of sport media, to provide you with the best educational experience that I 

can, and to prepare those of you who would like to work in the sport management field for the “real world” 

(whatever that is). I believe your job is to help us all better understand the world of sport media, to prepare for 

class to the best of your ability on a daily basis, and to be open to new ideas, concepts, and ways of thinking. 

 

Commitments 

Expect that this class will challenge how you think about sport and its place in our world. I believe my job is to 

help us all better understand the world of sport management, to provide you with the best educational 

experience that I can, and to prepare those of you who would like to work in the sport management field for the 
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“real world” (whatever that is). I believe your job is to help us all better understand the world of sport 

management, to prepare for class to the best of your ability on a daily basis, and to be open to new ideas, 

concepts, and ways of thinking.  

 

Course Website 

It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that he or she can download all readings and videos. If you are unable 

to access the supplemental information, please let the instructor know as soon as possible. It is also your 

responsibility to have in place a “crash plan” that will allow you to complete the work in a timely manner in the 

event your internet goes down, computer crashes, or you have other technical difficulties. These are not excuses 

for late submissions.  

 

Overview of Assignments & Due Dates 

Please note that your grade includes a “participation and attendance” component. Your attendance and 

participation is vitally important to the entire class’ ability to work together. As a group, we count on each 

person’s contributions to the class on a weekly basis in order to learn from each other. You are responsible for the 

content presented.   

 

How You Earn Your Grade (arranged by due date) 

Please remember that not submitting an assignment automatically lowers the best possible grade available for 

you to earn in SPM 354. For example, if you choose not to submit an assignment worth 50 points, the best grade 

you can earn in this class is a 95%, assuming you earn a perfect score on all other assignments.    

 

 Discussion boards/reading reactions (7 at 25 points each, due in various modules) .... 175  

 Live discussion sessions (3 at 25 points each, due in various modules) ......................... 75 

 Media blackout (due in module 1) ................................................................................. 50 

 “In my tribe” reflection (due in module 2) ..................................................................... 50 

 Project 1 research summary (due in module 3) ............................................................. 25 

 Project 1 (due in module 4) ............................................................................................ 200 

 Project 2 question prep (due in module 7) ..................................................................... 25 

 Project 2 (due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday in module 8) ................................................. 200  

 Participation & quality contributions to class discussions ............................................. 50  

 Total       ................................................................................................................ 850 

 

Grading Scale (School of Business majors must earn at least a 2.25 GPA across all School of Business courses to 

count this course toward graduation) 

A 100-93 (791+) B+ 88-89 (764-748) C+ 78-79 (679-663) D 71-65 (611-552)  

A- 90-92 (790-765) B 82-87 (747-697) C 72-77 (662-612) F 64 & below (551-0)   

  B- 80-81 (696-680)   

 

Description of Assignments 

The following assignments are intended to meet a variety of students’ learning styles. Your grades will result from 

your work as assessed through live discussions, discussion boards, reading reactions, two papers, and two major 

projects. More information is found in the “Assignment Descriptions” document. I strongly recommend reading 

the full descriptions, and not relying on the synopses below.  

 

 

 

DISCUSSION BOARDS/READING REACTIONS – 25 points 

Students are responsible for responding to the BlackBoard discussion questions posted. Unless otherwise noted, 

all students must respond to the prompts offered by Wednesday at 11:59 p.m., and then respond to at least two 

other student’s responses by Saturday at 11:59 p.m. The quality of postings and responses will determine the 
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number of points awarded to each discussion question. Unless otherwise noted, posts should be a minimum of 12 

lines and replies should be a minimum of five lines. In some cases the questions will require additional research; 

sources and links for such research must be included in the postings.  

 When we read ESPN: The uncensored history, you will submit a reading reaction as an assignment, and 

then will summarize that reaction as your first post of the week. The same rules for our typical discussion boards 

will apply for responding to other students’ posts.  

 

MEDIA BLACKOUT – 1-2 pages – 50 points  

To begin thinking about the ways in which we consume sport news, we’re going to begin with a short analysis of 

how you get your sport news. For 48 hours, you are not allowed to use any media to learn about sport news that 

was not around prior to 1975. Essentially, you are limited to: newspaper (not online – hard copy only), 6 p.m. and 

10 p.m. local newscasts, and radio. 

 

IN MY TRIBE  – 3-4 pages – 50 points  

This assignment is intended to get you thinking critically about your own sport media experience. Using the style 

of McDonnell’s In my tribe article, write about your own sport tribe, how you found it, and how you know you’re a 

part of it. Include a minimum of three media examples.  

 

PROJECT ONE – 6-7 pages – 200 points  

You are required to spend a total of three or more hours observing individuals watching mediated sport in a 

group. At the minimum, your analysis must include observations of gender, race and social class, as well as your 

analysis of the media coverage itself. You will likely want to make observations of disability, sexuality, 

commercialism, media, and politics.  

Watch a group of people you do not know while they watch an NCAA Division I (Power Five conference) 

men’s game and an NCAA Division I (Power Five conference) women’s game. Consider how the audience reacts to 

these events and how they absorb the ideologies perpetuated through the media coverage.  

In the module prior to the Project One due date, you will submit a two-page summary of your 

observations, as well as a list of the academic articles you plan to use to support the argument you plan to put 

forth in Project One. This is worth 25 points 

 

PROJECT TWO – 6-7 pages – 200 points  

Choose three sports fans of a similar background (same ages, same social class, fans of the same team – it doesn’t 
matter what, but they should have something in common) to interview about their experiences as a fan. 

 In the module prior to the Project Two due date, you will submit a one-page summary of the questions 

you plan to ask your participants, as well as a list of the participants you plan to interview. This is worth 25 points.  

 

Additional Assignments Possible 

I reserve the right to create additional homework, quizzes, or activities throughout the semester.  

 

Classroom Requirements and Policies 

Class Participation   

Your active participation in our online classroom discussion is expected and required because it is crucial to 

creating and maintaining a positive intellectual community.  

 

Expectation of Work   

All assigned work is to be completed and turned by 11:59 p.m. on the day indicated on the syllabus and in our 

BlackBoard site. All work completed will be graded on spelling, punctuation, grammar, sentence structure, logic, 

and critical thinking skills. Please proofread all written assignments.  

Work requiring citations should use the APA citation style. General guidelines can be found at 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  

Late work is not accepted.  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Cheating and Plagiarism   

Cheating in any form will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to University policy. Plagiarism, 

representing someone else’s work as your own, is a serious academic offense. If you use the work of others to 

support your points, please use proper reference procedures (APA format).  

It is reasonable to expect that those caught cheating or plagiarizing will automatically fail the 

course. Please see the “Academic Honesty” section (pp. 36-39) of the 2015-16 Course Catalog on the web at 

https://www.mckendree.edu/academics/info/course-catalogs/undergraduate-catalog-2015-2016.pdf for further 

explanation of what constitutes cheating, sabotage, duplicate submission, and plagiarism, as well as University 

procedures regarding these offenses. Ignorance of the rules is not an excuse for stealing work.  

Sexual Harassment 

Sexual harassment subverts the mission of the University and threatens the well-being of students, faculty, and 

staff. It is unacceptable in any form. Visit http://www.mckendree.edu/about/info/sexual-harassment-laws.php for 

definitions, assistance, and the full University policy. Students who have complaints or questions should contact 

Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. Joni Bastian at jjbastian@mckendree.edu or 618-537-6555. 

Student Complaints Concerning Professor Actions 

If you are concerned about the class in any way, please discuss it with me and we will work to resolve the issue. If 

we are not able to resolve your concerns together, please visit 

https://www.mckendree.edu/academics/info/course-catalogs/undergraduate-catalog-2015-2016.pdf for further 

explanation of University’s procedures for formal student complaints. For further information about the Division 

of Business & concerns about the course, please contact Dr. Jean Sampson (PAC 106) at 618-537-8448 or 

jmsampson@mckendree.edu.   

 

Students with Disabilities  

I would like to hear from anyone who has a disability that may require accommodations of class requirements so 

that the appropriate arrangements may be made. Please email or talk to me personally.   

 

University Resources 

Writing Center 

509 Stanton Street. Appointments are scheduled online http://www.mckendree.edu/offices/writing-center/.  

 

Electronic Communication  

University policy specifies that students are responsible for all official correspondences sent to their McKendree 

University e-mail address (@mckendree.edu). Faculty and students should use this account for correspondences.  

 

********************************************************** 

  

https://www.mckendree.edu/academics/info/course-catalogs/undergraduate-catalog-2015-2016.pdf
http://www.mckendree.edu/about/info/sexual-harassment-laws.php
mailto:jjbastian@mckendree.edu
https://www.mckendree.edu/academics/info/course-catalogs/undergraduate-catalog-2015-2016.pdf
mailto:jmsampson@mckendree.edu
http://www.mckendree.edu/offices/writing-center/
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READINGS/TOPIC SCHEDULE 

*Syllabus may be adjusted or assignments added.  

 

MODULE Topics Covered Assignments 

Module 1:  

 

Introduction 

 

Why this matters 

 

Communication 

theories 

 

Ideologies, 

introduced 

 

REVIEW:  

PowerPoint in 

Module 1 

 

READ: 

Fetter: How 

sportswriting has 

changed over 100 

years 

 

McDonnell, T.: In 

my tribe 

 

Thompson, D.: 

Global dominance 

of ESPN 

 

1. Discussion Board: Biography. DUE BY 11:59 P.M. WEDNESDAY.  

There will only be one more chance to earn bonus in the course. This discussion board 

counts for 20 extra-credit points.  

Introduce yourself to the other students in the class on the Biography discussion board. 

You must also acknowledge that you’ve read and understand both the syllabus and the 

orientation document, which are posted under Course Materials.   

 

2. Discussion Board #1: Why do we care about sport & the media? 25 points 

Your first post should be approximately 12-15 lines long, and must be posted by 

Wednesday at 11:59 p.m. You need to reply to a minimum of two other posts 

(approximately 5-7 lines long each) by Saturday at 11:59 p.m. PRO TIP: Write in Word, 

then copy and paste to BlackBoard. Don’t risk losing everything by writing in BlackBoard 

itself! 

What is sport really about? How do you know? What sports matter most, and why? How 

do new sports replace older sports as the mainstream sport that we care the most about? 

When ESPN covers mostly MLB, NFL, NBA, and NHL (sometimes), how can we expect 

other sports to become mainstream? Why does it matter who the gatekeepers are? 

Respond to two other posts. 

 

3.  Media Blackout. 50 points 

This is not a discussion board; it is an assignment. It is due by 11:59 p.m. on Saturday.  

For 48 hours this week (your choice – though, you’ll need to give yourself enough time to 

reflect and write your Media Blackout paper), you will learn about sport the way that 

Americans did prior to the rise of cable. You’ll need to turn off phone notifications, delete 

apps, and ignore any cable or online sources of sport news. Your only options are ABC, 

CBS, NBC, PBS (note: not FOX), radio, and hard copies of the newspaper (not online). 

More details about this assignment are listed on the assignment descriptions document.  

 

75 points available this week (plus 20 bonus points)  

Module 2:  

 

Ideologies and the 

Sport-Media-

Commercial 

Complex 

 

REVIEW: 

PowerPoint in 

Module 2 

 

READ: 

Gregory & 

Webley: Penn 

State of mind 

 

Wiedeman: King 

of the South 

 

Mertens: 

Women’s soccer is 

a feminist issue 

 

Zirin: Why I’m 

1. Discussion board #2: Ideology and the Sport-Media-Commercial complex. 25 points  

Your first post should be approximately 12-15 lines long, and must be posted by 

Wednesday at 11:59 p.m. You need to reply to a minimum of two other posts 

(approximately 5-7 lines long each) by Saturday at 11:59 p.m. PRO TIP: Write in Word, 

then copy and paste to BlackBoard. Don’t risk losing everything by writing in BlackBoard 

itself! 

Sport tells us a lot about the world we live in, including what we should value and what 

we should be. Each of the readings this week works with that concept in some way. How 

do you see ideology at work in sport? Does fandom affect ideology? Why or why not? 

How does the culture at Penn State (described in “Penn State of Mind”) encourage 

specific ideologies? What about southern football? And how is women’s soccer a feminist 

issue? Strong discussion board posts will be able to tie all these articles together with a 

common theme.  Respond to two other posts. Be prepared to discuss these themes in 

our live participation on Monday in module 3 from 5-6 p.m. 

 

2. In my Tribe assignment. 50 points 

This is an assignment, not a discussion board. 

This assignment is intended to get you thinking critically about your own sport media 

experience. Using the style of McDonnell’s In my tribe article, write about your own sport 

tribe, how you found it, and how you know you’re a part of it. Include a minimum of 

three media examples from your life. More details about this assignment are listed on the 

assignment descriptions document. 
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done defending 

women’s sports 

 

3. Start reading ESPN: The uncensored history. 

During modules 3 and 4, you will read the approximately 300 pages of this book. I really 

recommend getting started now in order to stay on top of this. In addition, you’ll need to 

start your research for Project 1 in module 3 (and Project 1 is due in module 4).   

 

75 points available this week.  

Module 3:  ESPN: The 

uncensored 

history 

 

START: 

Project 1 research 

 

REVIEW: 

PowerPoint in 

Module 3 

 

READ: 

ESPN: The 

uncensored 

history, pp. 1-154 

(Intro, Prologue, 

Chapters 1-10) 

1. Live discussion: Monday from 5-6 p.m.  25 points  

On Monday, from 5-6 p.m., we will have a live meeting via Zoom. We will discuss your In 

my Tribe stories from module23, and ensure that you’re ready to tackle Project 1 (due in 

module 4). Participation is required. If you are not able to participate, you will need to 

watch the entire recording no later than Tuesday at 11:59 p.m., and send the instructor an 

email detailing your contributions to the discussion, as well as two questions that you 

have following the discussion.  

 

2. Start your research for Project 1 Sunday and Monday.  

The men’s and women’s Final Fours provide a perfect example of television viewing that 

will allow you to complete this project. I strongly recommend watching people watching 

these two events on Sunday and Monday of module 3. If you do not use these events, it is 

up to you to find two suitable televised events in time for the assignment, which is due in 

module 4. More details about this assignment are listed on the assignment descriptions 

document. 

 

3. Reading reaction #1: ESPN: The uncensored history, first half. 25 points 

This is an assignment, not a discussion board.  

Using the prompts in the PowerPoint, react to the first half of the ESPN book. Quality 

reactions will not re-hash what was actually said in the text, but instead will react to the 

content; assume the instructor has read the text.  

 

2. Submit your research summary (not the paper, but research summary) for Project 1. 

25 points 

This is an assignment, not a discussion board. It is due by 11:59 p.m. on Saturday. 

In three pages, summarize the findings of your observations for Project 1 (mediated 

sport: watch people watching sport on television), and include a bibliography of the three 

academic articles you will use to support your research conclusions.  

 

75 points available this week. 

Module 4:  

 

ESPN: The 

uncensored 

history 

 

Project One due 

 

REVIEW: 

PowerPoint in 

Module 4 

 

READ: 

ESPN: The 

uncensored 

history, pp. 155-

292 (Chapters 11-

16, Epilogue, 

Author’s Note) 

1. Reading reaction #2: ESPN: The uncensored history, second half. 25 points 

This is an assignment, not a discussion board.  

Using the prompts in the PowerPoint, react to the second half of the ESPN book. Quality 

reactions will not re-hash what was actually said in the text, but instead will react to the 

content; assume the instructor has read the text.  

 

2. Project 1 due Saturday by 11:59 p.m. 200 points 

This is an assignment, not a discussion board, though you should be prepared to discuss 

your observations on Monday evening during our live discussion. More details about this 

assignment are listed on the assignment descriptions document. 

  

225 points available this week. 
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Module 5:  

 

The future of ESPN 

 

REVIEW: 

PowerPoint 

posted in module 

5 

 

READ: 

Miller, Eder, and 

Sandomir trilogy 

of articles from 

the New York 

Times 

 

Thompson: ESPN 

isn’t doomed 

1. Live discussion: Monday from 5-6 p.m.  25 points  

On Monday, from 5-6 p.m., we will have a live meeting via Zoom. We will discuss Project 

1, and your overall reactions to ESPN: The uncensored history. Participation is required. If 

you are not able to participate, you will need to watch the entire recording no later than 

Tuesday at 11:59 p.m., and send the instructor an email detailing your contributions to 

the discussion, as well as two questions that you have following the discussion.  

 

2. Discussion Board/reading reaction #3: ESPN’s future. 25 points 

Your first post, which is your reading reaction, should be approximately two pages long, 

and must be posted by Friday at 11:59 p.m. You need to reply to a minimum of two other 

posts (approximately 5-7 lines long each) by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. PRO TIP: Write in Word, 

then copy and paste to BlackBoard. Don’t risk losing everything by writing in BlackBoard 

itself! 

Read the three-part New York Times series on ESPN by Eder, Miller, and Sandomir, as 

well as the Thompson article. What is your response to ESPN’s future? How does the 

network continue to shape what we know about sport? Have your thoughts on this 

changed in the last three weeks? If so, how? If not, why not? What kind of power does 

ESPN have to convince college presidents and athletics directors to change the world of 

college football? How do you see ESPN shaping the college athletics world? Respond to 

two other posts.  Respond to two other posts.   

 

50 points available this week.  

Module 6:  College networks 

 

READ: Branch: The 

shame of college 

sports 

 

Branch: Congress 

to NCAA: Change 

is coming 

 

START: 

Project 2 research 

 

1. Discussion Board/reading reaction #4: College networks. 25 points 

Your first post, which is your reading reaction, should be approximately two pages long, 

and must be posted by Friday at 11:59 p.m. You need to reply to a minimum of two other 

posts (approximately 5-7 lines long each) by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. PRO TIP: Write in Word, 

then copy and paste to BlackBoard. Don’t risk losing everything by writing in BlackBoard 

itself! 

How is college sport shaped by media? What is the future of college sport? How are the 

future of ESPN and the future of the NCAA intertwined? What can we expect from both 

of these cornerstones of American sport over the next few years? What does Branch 

argue is the future? Why is change coming, and why should we be ashamed of college 

sports? Do you agree with Branch? Why or why not? Respond to two other posts.   

 

25 points available this week.  

Module 7:  Sport as spectacle  

 

READ: Cooky, 

Messner, 

Hextrum: Women 

play sport, but not 

on TV 

 

Curtis: Slugger 

with a thousand 

faces 

 

Conn: Lingerie 

football trap 

 

Pierce: Veteran 

affairs 

 

1. Live discussion: Monday from 5-6 p.m. 25 points  

On Monday, from 5-6 p.m., we will have a live meeting via Zoom. We will discuss your 

overall reactions to module 6, and ensure you’re prepared for your Project 2 interviews. 

Participation is required. If you are not able to participate, you will need to watch the 

entire recording no later than Tuesday at 11:59 p.m., and send the instructor an email 

detailing your contributions to the discussion, as well as two questions that you have 

following the discussion.  

 

2. Discussion Board/reading reaction #5: Sport as spectacle. 25 points 

Your first post, which is your reading reaction, should be approximately two pages long, 

and must be posted by Friday at 11:59 p.m. You need to reply to a minimum of two other 

posts (approximately 5-7 lines long each) by Sunday at 11:59 p.m. PRO TIP: Write in Word, 

then copy and paste to BlackBoard. Don’t risk losing everything by writing in BlackBoard 

itself! 

How is sport spectacle? Does it matter that women play sport, but not on television? Or 

that A-Rod is created and re-created time and time again by the media, each with a 

different personality and message? Or that women who want to play football must do it 

in lingerie? Or that the Department of Defense pays the NFL to have players on the 

sidelines during the National Anthem, and to have fly-overs at games? Why do these 

things matter – or not? And what does that say about the interactions between sport and 

media? Key: Think back over our entire semester. Respond to two other posts.   
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3. Prep for Project Two. 25 points 

This is an assignment, not a discussion board. It is due by 11:59 p.m. on Saturday. 

In one page, provide a list of the questions you plan to ask your participants, as well as a 

list of the folks who are participating in your interview project (due next week by 

Thursday at 11:59 p.m.).   

 

75 points available this week. 

Module 8:  Project Two due 

 

 

 

1. Project 2. 200 points 

This is an assignment, not a discussion board. It is due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday.  More 

details about this assignment are included in the Assignment Descriptions document.  

Post your final project paper using the assignment link. Go enjoy summer!  

 

200 points available this week. 

 


