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WRITINGS of THE INKLINGS    
ENGL 146 
Summer 2022  
(Due dates to be updated closer to the start of the semester.) 
instructor: Christine Perrin         
email: cperrin@messiah.edu  
 
This class is about a band of friends and their remarkable Christian and countercultural vision realized in their 
literary mission.  I’ve added to their number Dorothy Sayers who by virtue of living in a different city and 
being a woman was not a literal part of their number but in spirit was of their number.  She wrote 
surrounding the same ideas at the same time using the same literary structures and she corresponded heavily 
(a published book’s worth) with CS Lewis.  In this course we will study Tolkien, Lewis and Sayers.  I’m very 
excited to do this with you and I want to urge you to enter fully into this experience which will stick with you 
your entire lifetime if you treat it with attention.   
 
What follows as an introduction is excerpted from an article The Steward of Middle Earth by Hannah Long.  I 
wanted to show you just how relevant these books are—people are still writing about them and their ideas a 
century later.  The article also articulates many of the themes of our class:  virtue, holiness, suffering to 
name a few.  We will be considering these as we read and will collect them as we consider what is 
heavenly and what is hellish according to these writers. We will also look at the way that heaven and 
hell are portrayed.  These subjects are the focus of your reading.  You will be expected to take 
notes/mark up books one way or another (writing in book, using sticky notes and having computer 
or paper notes).  Some of this will happen in class so I will be able to show you what the 
expectations are.     

The band of friends—J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Owen Barfield, Hugo Dyson, and Charles Williams, among 
others—would meet at Oxford’s Eagle and Child pub or Lewis’s rooms in Magdalen College to chat about 
literature and philosophy and to read aloud portions of works in progress. 

Christopher was recruited to narrate his father’s stories. The group considered his clear, rich voice a marked 
improvement over his father’s dithering, mumbling delivery. Lewis had recognized the brilliance of J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s work from the first moment he encountered it, and for years remained Tolkien’s only audience. 
Dyson, not so appreciative, exclaimed during one reading, “Oh, not another f—ing elf!” 

Poet and scholar Malcolm Guite argues that the Inklings, despite their profound differences (Tolkien was an 
English Roman Catholic, Lewis an Ulster Protestant, Williams a hermetic mystic) refined and supported each 
other in their common literary mission. 

“They’re not often noticed by literary historians because . . . in terms of English literature, the self-defining 
mainstream of 20th-century literature supposedly was high modernism, shaped by Joyce and Eliot,” Guite 
said in a 2011 lecture. But “there was actually . . . something quite radical going on in that group. Together, 
they were able to form a profoundly alternative and countercultural vision.” Guite emphasizes, in particular, 

mailto:cperrin@messiah.edu
https://www.weeklystandard.com/frank-freeman/sinner-saint
https://web.archive.org/web/20140407080758/http:/cw.routledge.com/ref/tolkien/ctolkien.html
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the Inklings’ shared desire to respond to the materialist, largely atheistic cohort whose voices dominated the 
world of letters. 

Although the Inklings are often accused of escapism, nearly all culture was engaged in a sort of dissociation 
because of the carnage and devastation of the First World War. Tolkien scholar Verlyn Flieger writes that 
Tolkien was “a traveler between worlds,” from his Edwardian youth to his postbellum disillusionment. It was 
this “oscillation that, paradoxically, makes him a modern writer, for . . . the temporal dislocation of his 
‘escape’ mirrored the psychological disjunction and displacement of his century.” 

The value of myth,” C.S. Lewis wrote in an essay defending The Lord of the Rings, “is that it takes all the things 
we know and restores to them the rich significance which has been hidden by ‘the veil of familiarity.’” In this, 
fantasy did precisely the opposite of what its critics alleged—it did not represent a flight from the real world 
but a return to it, an unveiling of it. A child, Lewis wrote, “does not despise real woods because he has read 
of enchanted woods,” but “the reading makes all real woods a little enchanted.” 

For Lewis, the revelation had greater meaning as well, since it was through his love of myths that he came to 
appreciate the beauty of Christianity. As a young atheist, Lewis felt the “two hemispheres of [his] mind”—
reason and imagination—were irreconcilable. While he saw reason as true and “real,” imagination was 
beautiful but merely lies “breathed through silver.” Tolkien and Dyson rebuked this fractured thinking, 
explaining that Christianity reconciled the tangible fact of history with the spiritual satisfaction of myth. 

“The Gospels contain a fairy-story, or a story of a larger kind which embraces all the essence of fairy-
stories,” wrote Tolkien. 

 
Lewis wrote that Tolkien and Dyson’s argument made him realize that “the story of Christ is simply a true 
myth: a myth working on us in the same way as the others, but with this tremendous difference that it really 
happened.” The Inklings saw the story of Christ as representing the perfect example of an unfragmented, 
undivided connection between reason and the imagination, the physical and the spiritual, the human and the 
divine. 
 
Fantasy restores that undivided connection (or, to return to Tolkien’s metaphor, it unsplinters light). The 
genre emphasizes that the spiritual and fantastical are never far from the everyday. An ordinary hobbit like 
Bilbo Baggins encounters trolls just a few days’ journey from the normalcy and safety of his village. He later 
composes this song: 
 
Still round the corner there may wait  
A new road or a secret gate,  
And though we pass them by today,  
Tomorrow we may come this way  
And take the hidden paths that run  
Towards the Moon or to the Sun. 
 
This juxtaposition of the normal (a road, a gate) and the mystical (“the hidden paths that run / Towards the 
Moon or to the Sun”) captures perfectly Tolkien’s point: The spiritual is just around the corner. It makes you 
pay more attention to roads and gates in the bargain. 
 
The everyday romance of Tolkien’s Middle-earth and Lewis’s Narnia stood in defiance of the cynical despair 
of the high modernists. The tension between the groups was real. When T.S. Eliot switched sides—becoming 
a high church Anglican, of all things!—Virginia Woolf wrote that he “may be called dead to all of us from this 
day forward. . . . There’s something obscene in a living person sitting by the fire and believing in God.” 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/087338699X/&tag=theweesta-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0268002797/&tag=theweesta-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0156027674/&tag=theweesta-20
http://home.agh.edu.pl/%7Eevermind/jrrtolkien/mythopoeia.htm
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0007244665/&tag=theweesta-20
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The Inklings (and such of their forebears as Chesterton) sought to explain that there was nothing absurd in 
the secular and the sacred living cheek by jowl. In fact, it’s quite likely that one may find oneself, in Woolf’s 
phrase, “sitting by the fire” alongside a wizard who witnessed the singing of creation into being—as indeed 
Bilbo Baggins does. 
 
This is not to say that the Inklings simply fled into a nostalgic past. They rather sought to apply its lessons to 
a violent and difficult present. 
Read the whole thing on internet:  The Weekly Standard, The Steward of Middle Earth, by Hannah Long 
 
 
Required Books: always bring the book we are reading to class (for the sake of class participation using 
these versions is helpful) 
 
CS Lewis:  The chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe  and  The last battle 
HarperTrophy ISBN 9780060598242 
The Great Divorce HarperCollins 97800606595-I  
JRR Tolkien:  The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (Book I)   ISBN 9780618640157 
Coursepack which includes the following essays: “Weight of Glory” selections from Mere Christianity and 
from Letters to a Diminished Church by Sayers, as well as leaf by niggle  (Purchase at the bookstore). 
 
 
Course pack that includes essays by Lewis Tolkien and Sayers 
 
The following are not required for you to own all the excerpts we will use available online (we will not be 
reading whole books) but for those who prefer paper these are optional to purchase and inexpensive: 
 
Optional Letters From a Diminished Church 0849945267 
Optional Mere Christianity 9780060652920 
Optional Weight of Glory essays 9780060653200 
 
General Education Course objectives for literature include the following (and will be an integral part of 
your experience in this class): 
 

• Introduce the traditions and methods of literary study 
• Provide the opportunity to become engaged with the work of significant writers 
• To foster the ability to read with sensitivity and care (and deep appreciation) 
• To help understand literature in its cultural context 
• To encounter significant questions of meaning and identity 

 
*To replicate the inklings-spirit of communal reading, writing and fellowship 
 
Grade Breakdown (A 93-100, A- 90-92, B+ 87-89, B 83-86, B- 80-82, C+ 77-79, C 73-76, C- 70-72, D+ 67-
69, D 63-66 anything below a 63 is an F) 
 
40% Homework:  annotation of texts, commonplace notebooks, weekly writing 
25% Class participation:  including recitation, guided discussion in groups and in whole-class, reading aloud, 
narrating or telling back, note-taking, relative attention, turning in thoughts on note cards, responding to each 
other’s written work, taking part in student led class-wide conversations, in class writing   
10% group presentation on Man Born to Be King 
25% Final Exam or Project 
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For credit:  please put all papers in the drop box in Canvas Assignments (before the start of class on 
the day it is due).  Please come to class with a hard copy (single space fine).  If you are absent the 
written homework should still appear online. You have two absences before it affects your final 
grade one step per day (A to A- etc…).  Save these for sickness, unavoidable workshops etc… 
 
Computer, ipad, phone, iwatch 
I understand that there are times when it is helpful to take notes on our discussion.  I would much prefer that 
you do this in a notebook.  We are here to discuss, if you are documenting our discussion the whole time 
we’re having it, you are probably not having it.  We are also here to look at each other’s faces, to be in each 
other’s presence. If there is a reason for you to have an exception to the computer aspect of technology 
please speak to me. In terms of texting and reading texts: please do not ever have your phone out (or 
other connected device) during class.  I will ask you to leave if you text in this class your attendance for 
class that day will be counted as an absence. 
 
 
Disabilities 
If you have a disability that impacts your learning needs in this class please contact me by email or in person 
right away so that we can discuss it.  Please give me your accommodations form.  You should also be in touch 
with Amy Slody at Messiah College who helps to structure and coordinate these services.  I would like to 
support your efforts in this class, Messiah College is committed to this as well.  The goal here is for you to 
make the most of the class, whatever needs to happen for that to occur is high on my priority list, I am 
enthusiastic about meeting your needs in this regard.   
 
Plagiarism etc… 
When you use someone else’s idea or language, cite it (MLA style citation).  This is true when we talk to each 
other and it is even more important when we write something down.  If you have doubts about whether or 
not something should be cited, ask me.  If I discover that the work in your papers is not your own you will 
fail the course and go before a panel at the college for review.  You may not use a paper someone else has 
turned in (except to quote and cite), you may not use a paper you have turned in previously (unless it is 
significantly changed), you may not cut and paste from the internet—these things you turn in should be your 
words and ideas, if you have used those of others say so with citation.  If you do not understand citation 
principles please come to see me.  We will be using WRITER’s Reference in Canvas to instruct us on these 
matters.  I will show you how to use it in class. 
 
MLA citation 
When citation is necessary, we will use MLA citation for our papers.  Otherwise, my expectations are one 
inch margins, double spaced, 12 point font, between paragraphs you should not have double spaces.  Most of 
the time you will simply be citing page numbers parenthetically after quotes and not using outside sources.  If 
you do use an outside source please cite it. 
 
Attendance 
You will be required to attend class each time it meets.  This is a seminar/discussion class that depends upon 
your presence to be what it should and can be.  You will have two free misses to use for illness and poor 
planning or interviews or sleeping through your alarm.  After that your final grade will be significantly 
affected by each class you miss.  Please communicate with me when you miss a class.  Please get your 
classwork from a classmate—contact someone in a class to find out what you missed.  Turn in your work on 
canvas even when you are not there.  If you have an extended sickness or some other significant challenge 
please talk to me and keep me posted.   
 
Support 
IF you are having technological support needs please see student tech services in Hoffman: you must have 
access to a computer and know how to use canvas for this class, you must read your email daily 
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IF you are struggling academically and have a disability or suspect one please see Disability Services in Library 
IF you need help with scheduling or tutoring please see the Learning Center in Library 
IF you would like help with your papers please see the Writing Center in the library (former Inklings work here) 
IF you are struggling emotionally please go to the Engle center (counseling) 
IF you are struggling spiritually or need help searching for a church or a pastor please see me or Don Opitz 
or Evie Telfer in Hostetter  
 
A few books for further reading now or later this summer (not required) 
The collected Letters of C.S. Lewis 
The Narnian by Alan Jacobs 
Narnia and Beyond:  A Guide to the 
Fiction of CS Lewis by Thomas 
Howard 

JRR Tolkien’s Sanctifying Myth by 
Bradley Birzer 
JRR Tolkien Author of the Century by 
Tom Shippey 

Tolkien:  Man and Myth by Joseph 
Pearce 
The Gospel According to Tolkien:  Visions 
of the Kingdom in Middle Earth by Ralph 
Wood 

 
 
 
Our Weekly Pattern 
 
Each day we will start class with recitation.  You will memorize a chunk of text for one day in the semester.  
You will write this in your calendar and prepare for it.  You will receive credit for it if the text is truly 
memorized, not on how well you do it.  But you do have to memorize it.  5 sentences minimum or a poem of  
12+ lines. 
    
We will begin reading on (every) Fridays and spend a large chunk of the class reading aloud, narrating or 
“telling back” what we have read, looking up words or definitions of things we need to know to read well, 
saying back favorite quotes to write in commonplace books.  The reading will be finished for (every) 
Mondays and we will talk/discuss this day, we will write for (every) Wednesdays (canvas files has 
examples), you will bring a hard copy of your writing to class, and we will also discuss these days. We will 
have a couple class visitors including David Schenk and Mother Magdalena and possibly Christopher Perrin, 
my husband who is a theologian and educator.  I would also like to introduce you to three former students 
(alums) who are fellow Inklings and for you to hear about what these books and authors have meant to them:  
Scott Endicott, Emily Price, Kelly Warner, Sara Stambaugh.  Please consider using audible and listening to 
texts as you read—your ears are very smart and will help your eyes.  Please consider gathering Friday nights 
or Saturdays to keep reading aloud together.   
 
I will instruct you in annotation, commonplacing, and narration (Fridays) 
We will also write Reading papers that always take three quotations from the reading that show a moment or 
example of virtue, of holiness, of suffering and unpack it—show what the text and story suggest.  This will 
not be graded carefully as a more formal paper would, it is a chance for you to work on your ideas and to 
learn to read carefully.  You will receive 0-9 points for this and if you would like to discuss it you can come to 
office hours.  I will not mostly be commenting on canvas, though I will read them weekly.  You will bring a 
hard copy of this with you to class and will often share it with your Inklings groups, again, reading aloud. 
 
Our Semester Pattern 
 
Later in the semester at the end, I will ask you to write slightly longer versions of this—still with just a point 
value and worth only a homework grade—where you consider our themes across several books and the 
whole semester.   
 
Finally, I will ask you to do the same on the subject heavenliness, hellishness, heaven and hell.  What do these 
books teach us. 
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You will be responsible for the major themes and texts and ideas that we study.  There will be a final exam.  I 
will offer a final project as an alternative, but these will be far more involved than an exam.  These (both 
nature of exam and project) will be explained early in the semester.   
  
You will also do a group presentation during holy week where you perform in a dramatic reading (no acting) 
one of the Man Born to Be King plays to the class.   
 
 
 
Week by week:  Thirteen weeks of class reading four whole books and parts of several others 
 
Week One Feb 4, 6, 8: Start with essays This week writing will be summary only and due Friday: this 
represents a break in the pattern. Please note—most of your reading for this class is stories, the first week is 
non-fiction and didactic because it sets the framework for the rest of your thought.  While Lewis and Sayers 
are great writers of anything the stories are better, don’t get turned off.  from Mere Christianity (you have the 
book) pages 76-81, 94-103 115-144 ( The cardinal virtues, sexual morality, forgiveness, the great sin, charity, 
hope, faith) and Sayers 102-116 (The Diminished church two essays:  The Greatest Drama Ever Staged and 
The Triumph of Easter). 
 
Lewis essays are here under section three, see titles instead of page numbers: 
https://www.dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/PCM/merechristianitylewis.pdf 
 
Sayers essays are here and can be downloaded:  
https://gutenberg.ca/ebooks/sayers-greatest/sayers-greatest-00-h.html 
 
Written summaries should be in these categories each one need be no more than 50 words please put them 
on the page with a space or two separating each one:  
The Cardinal Virtues 
Sexual morality 
Forgiveness 
The Great Sin 
Charity 
Hope 
Faith  
 
 
Week two Feb 11, 13, 15:  The Last Battle for Monday (started on Friday in class) read through the end of 
chapter 8 
 
Week three 18, 20, 22:  The Last Battle finish for Monday, Humanities symposium release for Friday 
 
Week Four 25, 27, March 1:  The Great Divorce read through the end of chapter 9 for Monday. Class 
visitor 25th Professor Perrin absent Dr Schenk lecturing on the problem of evil. 
 
Week Five March 4, 6, 8:  The Great Divorce finish for Monday 
 
Week Six March 11, 13, 15:  Till We Have Faces read through to end of chapter 9 
 
SPRING BREAK: curl up and read 
 

https://www.dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/PCM/merechristianitylewis.pdf
https://gutenberg.ca/ebooks/sayers-greatest/sayers-greatest-00-h.html
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Week Seven March 25, 27, 29 :  Till We Have Faces finish for Monday.  Mother Magdalena: class visitor:  
what does it mean to have a face, to become human, what does it mean to suffer, what is the relationship of 
suffering to becoming human? 
 
Week Eight April 1, 3, 5:  Fellowship of the Ring read through to end of chapter 9 (200 pages) 
 
Week Ten April 8, 10:  Fellowship of the Ring finish (200+ more pages) April 12th prep begins for MBTBK 
presentations, plan time outside of class this week for these presentations (to prepare) 
 
Week Eleven:  Man Born to Be King presentations:  Monday April 15 and Wednesday April 17 no class 
on Good Friday April 19.  
 
Week Twelve April 22, 24, 26 : This week you will focus on holiness, virtue, suffering—choose one—and 
write a slightly longer reflection that links two to three texts we have read and helps you to meditate on the 
subject.  Return to the texts to find quotations and meditate on imagery and passages that help you to think 
on the subject you choose. 
 
Week Thirteen April 29, May 1, May 3 This week you will focus in your weekly writing on portrayals of 
hellishness and heavenliness  as well as heaven and hell (note difference) in an attempt at definition.  Bring 
together all three of our authors in some way in this reflection.  Return to the texts to find quotations and 
meditate on imagery and passages that help you to think on the subject you choose. 
 
Week Fourteen May 6 last day of class: Reading of Tolkien’s secret lecture on Dragons   
 
Exam or Project due see canvas:  exam will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, and essay 
questions on the themes of the class.  It will be given in the exam period of the class. 
 
Commonplace Gathering Project:  you will take each theme—virtue, holiness, suffering, heavenliness and 
hellishness and define it using references to our essays then to further define it you will recount instances 
from each text (one representative instance from each text that is your favorite or the most penetrating) that 
illustrate how this author defines and describes this theme.  You will narrate the example and use at least one 
quote from each instance.  Finally you will compare and contrast what picture each paints of heaven and of 
hell.  Please note that I am aware that the Last Battle and the Great Divorce are the only texts that actually 
present a literal vision of heaven and hell but you will look at MBTBK and FOTR for places/moments that 
seem to contribute to the nature of such a place.  Please note this is NOT a place for you to describe what 
YOU think they are like, but rather to represent the nature of the terms according to our authors as accurately 
as possible.  This is not a paper this is a collection that will appear in this format (please note you can use 
front and back sides of pages) I’d like to have it in hard copy and put in canvas.  You will need to let know by 
March 6th which you will do: project or exam.  
 

1. 1 page on virtue:  definition according to essays and class notes, illustration according to 4 story-
texts, minimum of 1 quote from each and narration from the story. 200-500 words (might be best to 
choose one virtue here to limit the scope) 

2. 1 page on holiness:  definition according to essays, illustration according to 4 story-texts, minimum 
of 1 quote from each and narration from the story.  200-500 

3. 1 page on hellishness: definition according to essays, illustration according to 4 story-texts, minimum 
of 1 quote from each and narration from the story.  200-500   

4. 1 page on heavenliness: definition according to essays, illustration according to 4 story-texts, 
minimum of 1 quote from each and narration from the story.  200-500 

5. 1 essay 250-500 words. Finally you will compare and contrast what picture is collectively painted of 
the nature heaven and of hell.   
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Please collect these and find an image for the cover that you think does justice to some aspect of your 
collection that you’d like to emphasize.  It can be concrete or abstract, directly related to the Inklings or 
broader than that.  Take a look at Unsplash.com (free images from professional photographers) 
 
Criterion for project grade:  content:  aptness of the choice of quotations, fullness of the representation of the 
themes, choice of illustration and skill of the narration, clarity of the synthesis.  Form:  quality of sentences, 
language of description and definition, diction (word choice), are images and figures (metaphors) used, are 
paragraphs well put together.   
 
Sample Reading paper ( for a different class but similar task, note that the language of virtue was not 
specifically taught but both hospitality and forgiveness are aspects of charity—see below):   
 
 
 

In his novel The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, C. S. Lewis presents the theme of 

virtue through several characters. First of all, Lewis explores the virtue of hospitality, initially 

through Mr. Tumnus and then the beavers. Although Tumnus the faun has ulterior motives for 

showing hospitality to Lucy Pevensie, the virtue still stands: “How would it be if you came and 

had tea with me? . . . there’ll be a roaring fire—and toast—and sardines—and cake” (116). 

Similarly, when the four Pevensie children run into the beavers, Mr. and Mrs. Beaver open up 

their home and whip up a terrific feast of fish, potatoes, bread, marmalade roll, and tea (143-

144). With these two examples, Lewis places great emphasis on the Christian virtue of 

hospitality—he implies that people who believe in Aslan (or at least people who have good 

morals, like Tumnus) should fellowship together in comfort.  

Furthermore, Lewis emphasizes the virtue of forgiveness through Lucy. Lucy forgive Mr. 

Tumnus even as he confesses to his plan of kidnapping her. “‘ . . . can you ever forgive me for 

what I meant to do?’ [said Mr. Tumnus]. ‘Why, of course I can,’ said Lucy, shaking him heartily 

by the hand” (119). Later in the book, when Peter and Susan realize that Narnia is real, Peter 

immediately apologizes: “I’m sorry [for not believing you]. Will you shake hands?” Girls of 

Lucy’s age might have turned haughty and refused Peter’s apology. But Lucy says “Of course,” 

and shakes hands with him at once (134). In his essay entitled “Forgiveness,” Lewis writes that 
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Christians should forgive other people not because of any earned merit, but because those people 

are human beings who share a similar nature. Obviously, Mr. Tumnus is not human, but the 

sentiment still applies. Lucy easily absolves the characters who have wronged her because she 

understands and loves them. Through the characters of Mr. Tumnus, the beavers, and Lucy 

Pevensie, C. S. Lewis highlights the virtues of hospitality and forgiveness in The Lion, the Witch, 

and the Wardrobe.  

 
Sample Summary:  Charity-Lewis defines Charity as “Love in the Christian Sense,” and argues that it is not a 
feeling but an act of will. He argues that when you choose to treat someone who you dislike kindly, you will 
end up beginning to like that person, in contrast to people who choose to hurt those who they dislike and end 
up only disliking them even more. Lewis concludes his essay by arguing that it is the small things that we do 
that matter, and that small choices to love or hate have the biggest impact upon God’s role in our life, and 
sin’s role in our life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


