
 

SOAN 101- 01: Principles of Sociology 
 

Messiah University 

Online 

Summer Term II: July 3 – August 13, 2022 

  

 

 

  

Instructor: Malcolm Gold, PhD.  

Office: Boyer Hall 360 

Office Phone: (717) 796-1800, ext. 7142  

Email: mgold@messiah.edu  

Office Hours: By appointment. 

 

 

 

Faculty availability 

I will be checking in on the course at least once a day during the work week (unless otherwise notified). I 

am also very willing and happy to communicate individually with students as needed. If you contact me 

individually, my commitment is to respond to you in 24 hours or less on weekdays.   

 

Course Description  
The study of humans in their social environment, with the goal of accumulating fundamental knowledge 

about human behavior, the structure of society, and social phenomena. Included is an introduction to 

sociological research methods and logic of inquiry. Some sections include a community service-learning 

option. Meets General Education Social Sciences requirement. - Messiah University Catalog  

  

Sociology is the study of society, its people, and its institutions. Using the methods of science, it is 

possible to investigate patterns of social behavior and human groups. What holds society together? What 

influence does society have on individuals? How do individuals interact with social institutions? How 

does society change? These are some of the questions we will address in this course.  

 

 

Course Objectives  
Consistent with the University’s general education curriculum, upon completion of this course a student 

will demonstrate the ability to:  

1. Explain various social scientific research methodologies and the philosophical assumptions underlying 

them.  

2. Articulate theoretical frameworks that describe socio-cultural aspects of human experience.  

3. Analyze important variables contributing to one or more social problems/issues.  

4. Critically evaluate the use of social scientific research in popular media.  

  

Additionally, upon completion of this course students will be able to:  

1. Demonstrate mastery of factual knowledge including sociological terminology, classifications, 

methods, and trends.  

2. Identify and explain fundamental principles, generalizations, and theories in the field of sociology.  
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3. Apply course material in order to improve thinking, problem solving, and decision making.  

 

 

Faculty expectations of students 

Course Materials: Textbook readings, notes that I post for each topic, videos, contributing to the 

discussion board, and completing assignments by their due dates are essential elements of this course. It is 

very easy to fall behind in work with such a short online course and so careful attention to the schedule is 

necessary. Be sure to read through the entire course schedule and identify due dates and deadlines. 

 

Announcements: Please make sure that you read any announcements I may have posted every time you 

log in to the course or have your notifications set to receive announcements on a frequent basis. These 

may be updated regularly with important course information. 

 

Asynchronous/Synchronous learning:  This course will require primarily asynchronous learning, which 

means that students can work independently at their own pace within certain schedule 

constraints/limitations and due dates. If you would like to meet with me to discuss any aspects of the 

course, we can arrange an appointment via ZOOM.  

 

 
Required Texts 
Schaefer, Richard, T. Sociology Matters, 7th Edition. (McGraw-Hill). 

Massey, G. Readings for Sociology (8th Edition) 

 

Additional readings/video/learning materials will be made available on Canvas. 

 

  

Course Format  
This is how you need to organize your time during this course: 

1. For the first two days of each week, read the assigned material carefully (this includes your text 

readings and the viewing of any audio/visuals posted on Canvas) 

2. Contribute to the threaded discussion throughout the week (see detailed instructions below). 

3. For weeks 1, 3, and 6, there is an essay assignment in addition to the weekly quiz and discussion (when 

you have finished your essay upload your document to the Canvas site).  

4. Take your multiple choice quiz on the Friday, Saturday or Sunday: that will ensure that you are 

somewhat familiar with the material before you take it. 

 

 

 

Grading Criteria 
Here you see the requirements of each topic (week) along with the total number of points that can be 

scored on their completion.  

For each topic you are required to complete the following: 

 Participate in the threaded discussions (worth 30 points per topic/week) 

 A multiple choice quiz (worth 30 points).  

Additionally, there are 3 essays to complete (see due dates in course schedule) 

 Essay (each one worth up to 80 points)  

 

Week/Module Graded assignment Points Due dates 

1 Discussion 30 Tues/Thurs/Sat 
 



 Quiz 30 5/23 

 Essay 80 5/23 

2 Discussion 30 Tues/Thurs/Sat 
 

 Quiz 30 5/30 

3 Discussion 30 Tues/Thurs/Sat 
 

 Quiz 30 6/6 

 Essay 80 6/6 

4 Discussion 30 Tues/Thurs/Sat 
 

 Quiz 30 6/13 

5 Discussion 30 Tues/Thurs/Sat 
 

 Quiz 30 6/20 

6 Discussion 30 Tues/Thurs/Sat 
 

 Quiz 30 6/27 

 Essay 80 6/27 

Total  600  

 

For your final grade I will work out the total points you have achieved by adding up all assignments and 

calculating the sum as a percentage of 600 on a straight percentage basis.  

 

Percentage weighting for all graded assignments:  

40% Short essays (3) 

30% Weekly multiple choice tests (6) 

30% Participation in discussion threads (6) 

 

The grading scale 

A = 94% or higher; A- = 90-93%; B+ = 87-89%; B = 84-86%; B- = 80-83%; C+ = 77-79%; C = 74-76%; 

C- = 70-73%; D+ = 67-69%; D = 64-66%; D- = 60-63%; F = below 60%. 

 

Extra Credit: Extra credit points are not awarded in this course. 

Late Assignments: All assignments (papers and quizzes) are due by 11:59pm on the due date assigned. A 

10 point deduction will occur for each day an assignment is late (unexcused).  

Returned essays: Essays will be returned to the student for review of the assigned grade. The assignment 

will include comments from the professor and an indication of the basis for the grade assigned. If students 

have questions about the grade assigned it is up to the student to contact the professor and set up a time to 

discuss the grade. Students may also ask for clarification about a grade through email to the professor 



within three days of receiving the grade for any assignment. All assignments will be reviewed, graded, 

and grades posted in the grade book within one week from the due date.  

Course requirements 

Reading: An essential component of online classes is the reading requirement. For each week/module 

you will be assigned material from both your Schaefer textbook and readings from your Massey reader. 

Additional readings will be made available on the Canvas site. At the start of each week/module, you 

should read the selection from your Schaefer text first before you go on to read the additional articles, this 

will provide a good introduction to the main themes and ideas for each topic.  

 

Assignments (graded): 

 

 Discussion: For each week/module you are required to contribute to the threaded discussion 

board a minimum of five (5) times (but please don’t limit yourself to just five entries).  

 

I will be posting discussion questions at various intervals throughout each week. 

 

VERY IMPORTANT: Your discussion contributions must be spread out over the course of each week. 

This gives others in the class the opportunity to read your posts and to respond.  

 

You are required to post to the discussion board on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of each week.  

For your other two posts (which make up the minimum of five required), you can make these at any time 

throughout the week. Please note: even if you make the required five posts in any given week (or even 

make more than five), points will still be deducted if you do not post on Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday. 

 

The aim of the threaded discussion is to get us talking about sociology; as a grade-able component I will 

be looking for thoughtful and insightful contributions. 

 

 Essays: For weeks 1, 3, and 6 a short essay is required in addition to the weekly discussion board 

and quiz. Specific instructions will be given under the ‘Essay’ tab for these weeks. The length of each 

essay is to be between 500-700 words and citations (quotes and/or paraphrases taken from your texts) are 

to be in accordance with the APA style (I will provide an information document on APA formatting if 

you are not familiar with it). You can work on your essay at any time throughout the week but it must be 

completed and submitted by the last day (Sunday) of the week it is due. 

 

 Quizzes: Each week/topic will include a multiple-choice quiz. You will have a three day window 

to complete it (the Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of each week). The time allotted to complete each quiz 

will vary upon the number of questions set. You can only take each quiz once and you cannot save your 

answers and return to it. Generally, all questions will pertain to material from your Schaefer textbook 

unless otherwise stated in the quiz instructions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Integrity  
The following is taken from the Messiah University Student Handbook: 

Personal integrity is a behavioral expectation for all members of the Messiah community: administration, 

faculty, staff, and students. Violations of academic integrity are not consistent with the community 

standards of Messiah University. These violations include: 



1. Plagiarism. Submitting as one’s own work part or all of any assignment (oral or written) which is 

copied, paraphrased, or purchased from another source, including on-line sources, without the 

proper acknowledgment of that source. Examples: failing to cite a reference, failing to use 

quotation marks where appropriate, misrepresenting another’s work as your own, etc. 

2. Cheating. Attempting to use or using unauthorized material or study aids for personal assistance 

in examinations or other academic work. Examples: using a cheat sheet, altering a graded exam, 

looking at a peer’s exam, having someone else take the exam for you, using any kind of 

electronic mobile or storage devices (such as cell phones, PDAs, Blackberry, iPods, iPhones, 

Flashdrives, DVDs, CDs), communicating via email, IM, or text messaging during an exam, 

using the internet, sniffers, spyware or other software to retrieve information or other students’ 

answers, purposely disconnecting from the internet to cause a lock on an online exam, etc.  

3. Fabrication. Submitting altered or contrived information in any academic exercise.   

Examples: falsifying sources and/or data, etc. 

4. Misrepresentation of Academic Records. Tampering with any portion of a student’s record. 

Example: forging a signature on a registration form or change of grade form on paper or via 

electronic means. 

5. Facilitating Academic Dishonesty. Helping another individual violate this policy.  

Examples: working together on an assignment where collaboration is not allowed, doing work for 

another student, allowing one’s own work to be copied. 

6. Computer Offenses. Altering or damaging computer programs without permission.  

Examples: software piracy, constructing viruses, introducing viruses into a system, copying 

copyrighted programs, etc. 

7. Unfair Advantage. Attempting to gain advantage over fellow students in an academic exercise. 

Examples: lying about the need for an extension on a paper, destroying or removing library 

materials, having someone else participate in your place, etc. (Messiah College Student 

Handbook, 2015-16, pp.162-163) 

  

Library and librarian assistance  

The Library is an obvious source of information for research, presentations and projects. Include the 

contact information for the librarian who specializes in your area.  

 

PROGRAM LIBRARY LIAISON: Social Sciences - Elizabeth Kielley (EKielley@messiah.edu) 

 

Disability 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: Any student whose disability falls within ADA guidelines 

should inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester of any special accommodations or 

equipment needs necessary to complete the requirements for this course. Students must register 

documentation with the Office of Disability Services (Hoffman 101). If you have questions, call extension 

5382. 

 

Writing Center 

The Writing Center is available to any student who has a desire to improve his/her writing.  The role of 

the center is to provide feedback (not editing) on written work.  Feedback alerts you to the kinds of errors 

you are making, lets you know when something is not clear, and suggests that you have not fully 

supported an argument. Feedback does NOT correct your grammatical errors, rewrite your sentences, or 

provide you with the specific points to support your argument. Ultimately, it is your responsibility to find 

and use the resources you need to improve your writing but connecting with our Writing Center, either 

online or face-to-face, is a good place to start. 

 

Hardware and software recommendations 
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Student technology recommendations are found on the Information Technology Services website. These 

guidelines have been put in place to best equip you to have an optimal technological experience in our 

online programs. 

 

Technical support for students 

Technological support is available to all students during the days and times listed on the Information 

Technology Services homepage.  Students also have access to technical support (i.e. tutorials, help 

functions, etc.) through the College’s portal, MCSquare, and through the College’s Learning Management 

System. 

 

Statement of copyright protection 

The materials in this Messiah College course are only for the use of students enrolled in this course for 

purposes associated with this course and may not be further disseminated. 

 

Statement of confidentiality 

Students may be asked to post written work and to engage in written dialog with other class members 

within an LMS.  The student should be aware that although confidentiality within the course environment 

is encouraged, it is possible that users in and outside the course may have access to course content. 

 

  

Schedule 
Calendar dates will be updated to reflect summer 2022 schedule 

 

 

Week Topic(s) Reading Assignments and due 

dates 

1 

5/17-5/21 
 What is sociology? Schaefer (pp. 1-21) 

 

Massey: 

Sociology as an individual 

pastime (from Invitation 

to sociology) / Peter L. 

Berger  

 

Personal experiences and 

public issues (from The 

sociological imagination) 

/ C. Wright Mills 

 

Discussion 

Tues/Thurs/Sat 

 

Essay 5/23 

Quiz 5/23 

2 

5/24-5/28 
 Sociological research Schaefer (pp. 21-36) 

 

Massey: 

Telling the Truth about 

Damned Lies and 

Statistics / Joel Best) 

 

Research and Racism: 

The case of the Tuskegee 

Discussion 

Tues/Thurs/Sat 

 

Quiz 5/30 
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Syphilis Study / Allen M. 

Brandt) 

 

One thousand and forty-

nine reasons why it's hard 

to know when a fact is a 

fact (from Families as 

they really are) / Andrew 

J. Cherlin 

 

3 

5/31-6/4 
 Culture and Society Schaefer (pp. 37-53) 

 

Massey: 

Love, arranged marriage, 

and the Indian social 

structure / Giri Raj Gupta  

 

Readings available on 

Canvas: 

Queer Customs (Clyde 

Kluckhohn) 

 

Body Ritual Among the 

Nacirema (Horace Miner) 

 

Discussion 

Tues/Thurs/Sat 

 

Essay 6/6 

Quiz 6/6 

4 

6/7-6/11 
 Socialization  Schaefer (pp. 54-71) 

 

Reading available on 

Canvas 

‘Genie’  

 

Massey:  

From The panopticon to 

Disney World : the 

development of discipline 

/ Clifford D. Shearing and 

Phillip C. Stenning  

Discussion 

Tues/Thurs/Sat 

 

Quiz  6/13 

5 

6/14-6/18 
 Stratification 

 Gender Inequality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schaefer chapters 5 & 7 

 

 

Massey: 

The emotional geography 

of work and family life 

(from The time bind : 

when work becomes 

home and home becomes 

work) / Arlie Russell 

Hochschild 

 

Uses of the underclass in 

America / Herbert J. Gans 

Discussion 

Tues/Thurs/Sat 

 

Quiz 6/20 



 

Reading available on 

Canvas : 

Nickel and Dimed: On 

(Not) Getting By in 

America (Barbara 

Ehrenreich) 

  

6 

6/21-6/25 
 Crime and Deviance Schaefer chapter 4 

 

Massey: 

The saints and the 

roughnecks / William J. 

Chambliss  

Discussion 

Tues/Thurs/Sat 

 

Essay 6/27 

Quiz 6/27 

   

  

NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus and the course schedule as 

needed throughout the semester. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


