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Learning Management System Information 
This course will be hosted in the CANVAS Learning Management System. To access the CANVAS LMS, please
select “MSMU Portal” located on the top right hand side the Mount Saint Mary’s Website. Select “Portal Login” and
enter you login information using your MSMU-LA email and password. Once in the Portal, select the “Canvas” tab
located in the middle box to the right and click on “Canvas Login”. To login to Canvas, enter your email username
only (e.g. jsmith) and password. If you have any questions or if you experience difficulties logging in to Canvas,
please contact the MSMU-LA Helpdesk or call the following numbers for immediate assistance (213) 477-2970 or
toll free at (866) 224-6968.

Required Textbook

Mental Health in Literature: Literary Lunacy and Lucidity, Ed. Glenn Rohrer, Chicago: Lyceum Books, 2005.
ISBN: 0-925065-84-6

Course Description

A sampling of literature from various cultures on mental illness and psychological disorders, focusing on both
limitations and its advantages. Students will encounter issues and problems centered on lunacy and lucidity. GE 5B
or GE 5D.

Course Outcomes

After completing this course, the student should be able to:

Identify the fundamental aspects and common themes, ideas, and techniques in literature on mental health and
illness.
Craft essays demonstrating proficient content, organization, style, grammar, and MLA format.
Document sources thoroughly, completely, and correctly.

Course Requirements 

Your evaluation will be based on the following:

                        Essays (2)                                                                200 pts.

                        Discussions (6)                                                      60 pts.

                        Final Research Essay                                    200 pts.

                                                                       

Grading Scale                                     

                                                             93 - 100% = A

                                                             90 -   92% = A-

                                                             88 -   89% = B+



                                                             83 -   87% = B

                                                             80 -   82% = B-

                                                             78 -   79% = C+

                                                             73 -   77% = C

                                                             70 -   72% = C-

                                                             60 -   69% = D

                                                             50 -   59% = F

 

Note:  You should keep all graded assignments until you are satisfied with your final grade which has been
submitted to the College at the end of the semester.

Discussions

For each week of the semester, there will be discussion forums on Canvas.  You earn ten points each week for
thoughtful and insightful participation.  Participation includes one posting and two responses to your
classmates’ postings unless otherwise specified by the discussion board.  Your postings and replies should
be relevant to the discussion forum at hand, advancing the discussion in some way and be relevant to the previous
postings. Students will not earn credit for one word or one sentence postings.  A good posting should be roughly a
paragraph long.  Your initial posting should be at least 100 words, and your two replies to classmates should
be at least 25 words each, for a total of 50 words. 

DISCLAIMER:  I reserve the right to delete any postings that contain derogatory, profane, inflammatory,
combative, or condescending remarks or materials.  In appropriateness will result in a warning.  A second
offense will result in students(s) being blocked from the board and will require a meeting with the Vice-
President of Student Services for admission back to class.  Further violations will result in the student(s)
being removed from the course at the Vice-President’s discretion.

Important Policies

Email Guidelines

Always include English 37/137 in the subject line.
Always sign your emails with your first and last name.
Please allow me 24 hours to respond. If you don’t get a response within a day, please resend your email since it
probably has been lost.
Please take pains to be respectful and grammatically-correct in email. Remember that this is an English course
and I am an English Professor: how you word your message--including proper grammar and punctuation--
matters, revealing your good intentions and that you are serious about the course.
Students who send poorly written, rude, or disrespectful emails will be alerted and penalized, if necessary.
Use standard fonts.

Discussion Guidelines

Be polite. Choose your words carefully.  Do not use derogatory statements.
Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before entering your remarks.



Be positive and constructive in group discussions.
Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 
Student learning is at the core of the MSMU mission. Mount Saint Mary’s University has developed a college-wide
plan to assess student learning outcomes. These outcomes represent the knowledge, skills and attitudes expected
of a college student.  The outcomes have been developed by the faculty of this department.  In this class one or
more student learning outcomes will be assessed. The outcomes for this class are to develop writing skills with an
eye towards content, organization, style, and mechanics. Some assignments in this class may be used for this
purpose.  Any data collected will be used by faculty to evaluate overall student learning. Ultimately, this review of the
collected data will help to improve teaching and learning in this class, and throughout the University.

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism

MSMU takes academic dishonesty and plagiarism seriously. The best way to avoid even the appearance of
academic dishonesty and maintain your professional integrity is to cite ALL your sources correctly and fully.
Students caught plagiarizing will suffer severe consequences-- from getting an “F” on the assignment to failing the
class.  Learning how to cite your sources using MLA format is a primary objective of this course and learning this
skill will not only help maintain your academic integrity, but it will also ensure that your voice is heard in the
academic community and the world beyond.  As a MSMU student, you are expected to be honest.  To help you
create honest and original work, you will be expected to familiarize yourself with and utilize Turnitin.

Late or Missing Assignments 

All assignments listed in the syllabus must be submitted in order to earn a passing grade in the course. Assignments
and assessments are due according to the course schedule and syllabus. All students are expected to plan their
time and energies so that course work can be completed and submitted on time.

If an emergency, medical or personal obstacle prevents you from meeting assignment expectations, you must
contact your instructor as early as possible. At your instructor’s discretion, assignments may be accepted after the
due date, though late penalties may be assessed to your score. Except in extreme cases (as determined by your
instructor), an assignment that is more than one week late will be accepted and will receive feedback, but will earn
zero points towards your grade.

Academic Freedom

Students and faculty’s freedom of speech is constitutionally protected, so they are free to take reasoned exception
to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion—and allow the
same freedom for others. See Student Handbook(s) for further discussion.

Accessibility

MSMU, in compliance with state and federal laws and regulations including the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), does not discriminate on the basis of
disability and provides reasonable accommodations to individuals with disabilities in the administration of its
education-related programs and activities. Please review the complete disability policy online in the Student
Handbook. 

Zero Tolerance for Harassment, Discrimination and Retaliation



Course Summary:
Date Details

Fri Jul 10, 2020   Discussion 1: Who am I? Who are you?
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981948)

due by 11:59pm

MSMU does not discriminate in the administration of its admission policies, scholarship and loan programs,
educational programs or in its employment opportunity. The College is committed to providing an environment that is
free from harassment, discrimination and retaliation on the basis of sex, sexual orientation or preference, gender,
gender identity, race, color, religion, national origin, creed, citizenship status, ancestry, age, marital status,
pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, medical conditions including genetic characteristics, mental or
physical disability, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected by federal, state or local law, ordinance or
regulation. Please review the complete zero tolerance policy in the Student Handbook.

Credit Hour Clarification

A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student
achievement that reasonably approximates not less than:

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each
week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of
time; or

(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) for other academic activities, including
independent or directed study, laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading
to the award of credit hours.

Disability Statement

Mount Saint Mary’s University Los Angeles, in compliance with state and federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate
on the basis of disability in administration of its education related programs and activities. We have an institutional
commitment to provide equal educational opportunities for disabled students who are otherwise qualified. Students
with documented disabilities must see either Michele Lewis, Director of Chalon Learning Assistance Programs OR
Brandon Roberson, Director of the Doheny Learning Resource Center, to make arrangements for classroom accommodations.
It is the responsibility of the student to obtain accommodation letters from the director and to make arrangements for
the implementation of accommodations with faculty and/or staff in advance.  Students who believe they have been
subjected to discrimination on the basis of disability, or have been denied access to services or accommodations
required by law, should contact the campus Disability Services Coordinator at his/her campus for resolution.  For
more information regarding disability grievance procedures, go to: msmu.edu/disabilitygrievanceprocedures

All other college policies are subsumed within this syllabus. For a full description of college policies and
procedures, please reference the Mount Saint Mary’s University Student Handbook.

E-Learning

The syllabus and all other class materials are posted on Canvas.

Semester Schedule

Topics, assignments, and readings are subject to change.

https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981948


Date Details

Fri Jul 17, 2020
  Discussion 2: Is Being Normal
Abnormal?
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981920)

due by 11:59pm

Fri Jul 24, 2020

  Discussion 3: Delirium, Drinking,and
Dementia
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981922)

due by 11:59pm

  Essay 1
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981950)

due by 11:59pm

Fri Jul 31, 2020
  Discussion 4: Alcohol and Drug
Dependence in Literature
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981924)

due by 11:59pm

Fri Aug 7, 2020

  Discussion 5: Schizophrenic Effects in
Literature
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981926)

due by 11:59pm

  Essay 2
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981952)

due by 11:59pm

Fri Aug 14, 2020

  Discussion 6: Mood Disorders in
Literature and Life
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981928)

due by 11:59pm

  Final Research Essay
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981954)

due by 11:59pm

  Discussion 10: Mental Illnesses in
Adolescence in Literature
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981936)

 

  Discussion 11: Family, Friends, and
Acquaintances in THE BELL JAR
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981938)

 

  Discussion 12: Imagery of Mental
Instability in THE BELL JAR
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981940)

 

  Discussion 13: Understanding Edna
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981942)

 

  Discussion 14: Understanding Social
Discontent
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981944)
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Date Details

  Discussion 15: The Roles of Reading
and Writing
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981946)

 

  Discussion 7: Anxiety Disorders in
Liteature
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981930)

 

  Discussion 8: Understanding
Personality Disorders
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981932)

 

  Discussion 9: Mental Illness in Children
in Literature
(https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1366154/assignments/16981934)
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