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Course Number: ENG143 
 
Fall 2022 – WEC ACC #1 
August 22 – October 14  

Course Title: English Literature: Beowulf to 1500 

Credits:   3  
 

Faculty Contact Information:  
Ana V. Thorne, PhD 
athorne@msmu.edu 
Zoom, Phone – by appointment 
 
PhD, Cultural Studies, Claremont Graduate University 
MFA, Creative Writing, Antioch University 
MA Humanities, Mount Saint Mary’s University 
BA, English, Mount Saint Mary’s University 
 
Course Materials 
Assigned reading provided within the content of this fully online, interactive course.     
 
Required Reading includes: Beowulf; Sir Gawain & the Green Knight; Canterbury 
Tales; and Everyman.  All assigned reading or links to reading are provided within the 
content of this fully online, interactive course. 
 
Digital Tools: 

• Spell Check 
• Grammarly 
• OWLPurdue.com – MLA Writing Format 

 
Course Description 
English Literature from Beowulf to 1500 encompasses the beginnings and origins of 
literature written in the English language. These works/long poems are taken from 
oral tales and stories told by writers from what is now England, Scotland, Wales, 
and Scandinavia.  These readings mark the evolutionary process of the English 
language in literature and provide a set of stories and narrative that involve tall 
tales, legends and everyday life. The narratives carry religious, domestic, gender, 
class and racial connotations that overlay social order and norms. 
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Course Learning Outcomes 

In ENG143 English Literature: Beowulf to 1500, students will: 

• Explore the ways in which cultural memory and history are bound together in 
literature. 

• Explore the evolution of the English language in early literature. 
• Explore the ways in which literary works reflect, address, and resist the social and 

political environments in which they are produced. 
• Identify key ideas, representative authors and works, significant cultural/historical 

events, and characteristic perspectives or attitudes expressed in the literature of 
different periods or regions. 

 
Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:   

• Student learning is at the core of the MSMU mission.  MSMU faculty developed a plan 
to the student-learning outcomes that represent the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
expected of a Mount Saint Mary’s University student.  In this class, one or more student 
learning outcomes may be assessed.  Some of our class assignments may be used to 
evaluate overall student learning and to improve teaching and learning in this class, this 
department, and throughout the University.    
 
Course Requirements 
Potential COVID-19 Disruption: Should the course modality change during the semester 
the instructor will provide a comprehensive update of how the class will continue and any 
changes that may result. 

• Time Requirements. This is a 3-credit-hour course and will require approximately 5 to 
9 hours of focused effort every week over the semester course schedule for successful 
completion.  Please schedule time accordingly for this course along with other 
courses and individual responsibilities.   

• Adaptive & Project-Based. This course uses a combination of individualized, 
adaptive learning, and project-based learning strategies. As such, you will be 
expected to actively engage with the content of the course individually and also to 
collaborate actively with your peers. 

• Mastery. You are required to demonstrate mastery of the concepts and terms 
presented within the course. You will demonstrate mastery by completing required 
assignments designed to help you improve your proficiency with the terminology, 
concepts and skills presented in the course content.  

• Participation & Engagement. You are expected to fully engage with your classmates, 
your instructor and the content of the course. Full engagement requires that you log 
into the online system and communicate meaningfully with your classmates a 
minimum of 1 or 2 times a week, or more as necessary to complete an assignment.  
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Doing so will make your learning experience more effective, more enjoyable, and 
ultimately, more successful.   

• Discussions and Groups. A discussion communicates and functions at its best if 
everyone is present and actively involved. While there are no regularly scheduled 
Zoom class conference calls scheduled at this point, Zoom sessions/calls may be set 
up at the discretion of the instructor, and/or by student request. 

• Writing Expectations: All written work, including critical responses, cultural analysis, 
essays, responses to student work and all required postings must be completed by the 
assigned dates. 

• Writing Requirements: All discussion posts, essay responses, and email 
correspondences should be composed in clear, college-level prose. Failure to use 
Spell Check and Grammarly to proofread submissions for spelling and grammar 
errors may result in a significantly lower grade. Highly recommend that you utilize 
the ‘self-editing techniques’ provided and read your work aloud before publishing or 
posting. 

• Assigned readings and film viewing: All required assigned text readings, provided 
course readings, and film viewings must be completed by posted completion dates. 

• Assignment/essay post and responses: All required essays and student responses to 
essays must be completed by posted completion dates  

Assignments & Grading 
4 written assignments 60 Pts each = Total 240 Pts 
4 student responses 15 Pts each = 60 Pts 
Total – 300 Pts 
 
Assignment Grading Expectations 
All assignments should be posted in Canvas by 11:59pm Pacific Time of the due dates 
stated in the Modules and the Group Assignments List.  If circumstances present that 
prevent you from posting your assignment on time, send an email to me (Dr. Thorne) as a 
courtesy.  I will grade and give feedback to assignments in a timely manner.   
 
Assignments Posted in Canvas 

• All assignment submission guidelines and due dates are posted in Canvas. 
• All written assignments and student responses should be posted in the appropriate 

module. 
• Research sources – general and specific – are posted in Canvas. These sources 

may include journal articles, essays and critique for narratives and films included 
in this course. 

 
Research Sources 

• The provided research sources may be used as research support for the 
assignments.  The provided sources must be cited (in-text citation) in your 
submitted assignments.   

https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/332686/assignments
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• Students are encouraged to seek out and use research sources that they identify as 
relevant to an assignment. These research sources also must be cited (in-text 
citation) in your assignment. 

• If these sources are used in any of the assignments (direct quote or indirect 
reference/mention), be sure to use “in-text citation” format and include a “works 
cited” list at the end of the essay. The formatting for in-text citation and works 
cited can be found on OWLPurdue.com MLA Format guidelines.  Sample essay 
formats are also available on OWLPurdue.com.  All information gleaned from 
research sources, including the reading, must be cited in class essays. 

 
Course Schedule 
Reading & Assignments 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE – August 22 – October 14 
 
August 22 – September 4 
Reading:  Beowulf 
Reading assignments & sources posted on Canvas Beowulf Module(s) 
Assignment: Written Essay; Student Response 
75 Pts Total: Essay 60 Pts; Student Response 15 Pts 
 
September 5 – September 18 
Reading: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
Reading assignments & research sources posted on Canvas Sir Gawain Module(s) 
Assignment: Written Essay; Student Response 
75 Pts Total: Essay 60 Pts; Student Response 15 Pts 
 
September 19 – October 2 
Reading:  Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 
Reading assignments & research sources posted on Canvas Canterbury Tales Module(s) 
Assignment:  Written Essay; Student Response 
75 Pts Total: Essay 60 Pts; Student Response 15 Pts 
 
October 3 – October 14 
Reading: Everyman 
Reading assignments & research sources posted on Canvas Everyman Module(s) 
Assignment: Written Essay; Student Response 
75 Pts: Essay 60 Pts; Student Response 15 Pts 
 
 
Program and Course Policies 
Discussion Forum Guidelines 
 
This course will require online interaction between classmates. Please remember the 
following guidelines as you post and reply to your classmates. 
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• Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a reader, 
then a respondent. 

• Try to maintain threads by using the “Reply” button rather than starting a new topic. 
• Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion 

group. Be respectful of ideas that may be different from yours. 
• Choose your words carefully.  Be polite.  Be civil.  Do not use derogatory statements. 
• Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before entering 

your response. 
• Be positive and constructive in group discussions. Avoid the use of ‘slang’ unless for 

specific effect. 
• Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner. 
• Give your online remarks to others with the same respect you expect to receive from 

them. 

Late or Missing Assignments 

All assignments and/or exams listed in the syllabus must be submitted to earn a passing 
grade in the course. Assignments and assessments are due according to the course 
schedule and syllabus. All students are expected to plan their time and energies so that 
course work can be completed and submitted on time. 

If an emergency, medical or personal obstacle prevents you from meeting assignment 
expectations, you must contact your instructor as early as possible. At your instructor’s 
discretion, assignments may be accepted after the due date, though late penalties may be 
assessed to your score. The instructor reserves the right to assign zero points toward a 
student’s grade when assignment(s) are posted more than a week late. If you have any 
issues concerning the on time submission of assignments, notify the instructor as soon as 
possible via email. 

College Policies 

Attendance and Engagement 

Attendance and engagement are important for successful study, especially in an online 
class environment. Although you may not be required to appear in a classroom, you are 
expected to participate regularly in the online environment, to engage actively with the 
course content, with your classmates and with your instructor. In fact, early and regular 
participation in online classes is a significant predictor of student success.   

Therefore, measures of student engagement and participation may be taken into account 
in determining academic grades. Students may be expected to explain to the instructor the 
reason for any absences from class activities and, in some cases, be asked to provide 
appropriate documentation. For more details, please see the Attendance policy in 
the Student Handbook. 
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Disclaimer 

The instructor reserves the right to modify or amend the syllabus at her discretion.  The 
content of this syllabus may be altered to fit the specific needs of an individual student or 
group of students. 

1. Policies 
a. Instructor and/or Department Policies 

i. Attendance Policy: 
Students are expected to attend the Introduction and Online 
Conference Discussions via Canvas.  If you cannot attend a scheduled 
online discussion, notify instructor in advance via email. 
 

ii. Late submissions may be penalized.  Notify instructor, via email, in 
advance of a late assignment submission. 
 

b. University Policies 
i. University attendance policy (Recommended): 

http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2018-2020/2018-2020-
Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-
Undergraduate-Programs/Attendance  
 

ii. Academic integrity policy: 
All degree candidates are expected to adhere to the MSMU statements on 
Academic Integrity (AI) in the MSMU catalog and Student Handbook. 
This includes avoiding plagiarism and constructing your best work on 
each assignment.  Papers and other work including images, should not be 
copied from the Internet. Infractions may be addressed by the MSMU 
administration and possibly include an AI Board review. 

 
iii. Academic freedom statement: 

For faculty, academic freedom in research, teaching, and publication is 
fundamental to the advancement of truth and learning. Freedom of 
thought and expression is essential to fulfill the mission, and obligations, 
of academics and educators.  

 
The student has the freedom to express ideas that differ from any 
interpretation or any viewpoint presented by an instructor. In exercising 
this freedom, there should be no disruption of the academic process of the 
class. 

  
The student has the right to be evaluated accurately and fairly on 
academic performance as outlined by the instructor at the beginning of 
the course.  The student has the right to discuss and review any academic 
performance with instructors. A student who believes that an evaluation 
was made on a basis other than academic performance has the right to an 
appeal procedure. (For appeal procedures, see Student Handbook). 

http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2018-2020/2018-2020-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Attendance
http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2018-2020/2018-2020-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Attendance
http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2018-2020/2018-2020-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Attendance
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iv. Disability Statement: 

Mount Saint Mary’s University, Los Angeles is committed to ensuring 
the full participation of all students in its programs. If you have a 
documented disability (chronic, medical, physical, learning, 
psychological, or temporary), or think you may have a disability and need 
a reasonable accommodation to participate in class, complete course 
requirements, or access the University’s programs or services; contact 
Disability Services (DS) as soon as possible. To receive an 
accommodation, you must register with DS. DS works with students 
confidentially and does not disclose any disability-related information 
without student consent. DS coordinates and promotes disability 
accommodations and awareness and works in partnership with faculty 
and all other student service offices. For further information about 
services for students with disabilities, contact DS at the Chalon Academic 
Support Center, H207, (310) 954-4142, or at the Doheny Student 
Resource Center, Building 3, and (213) 477-2690. You can also email for 
more information at disability@msmu.edu.  
 
Please be advised that this class may be audio- or video-recorded as an 
accommodation under the American with Disabilities Act, but only with 
prior permission from Disability Services and the instructor.  Students 
may only use such recordings for personal use; no posting or further 
distribution or use is permitted. 

 
v. Student credit hour policy:   

A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning 
outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that 
reasonably approximates not less than: 
(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum 

of two hours of out- of-class student work each week for 
approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, or the equivalent 
amount of work over a different amount of time; or 

(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) 
for other academic activities, including laboratory work, 
internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work 
leading to the award of credit hours 

Taken from: http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2018/2016-2018-
Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-
Programs/Student-Credit-Hour 

mailto:disability@msmu.edu
http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2018/2016-2018-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Student-Credit-Hour
http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2018/2016-2018-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Student-Credit-Hour
http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2018/2016-2018-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Student-Credit-Hour
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