
Course Syllabus

Course Number: PSY 040
Course Title: Basic Statistical Methods
Credits: 3
Faculty Contact Information: 

Best contact: msamuel@msmu.edu (mailto:msamuel@msmu.edu)

I generally answer emails with 48 hours during regular business hours and days. Please allow extra time for
responses during holidays and weekends.

Office locations: H221 at the Chalon campus

Office hour: Mondays and Wednesdays 11:00-11:30 am

 

Course Materials

All required materials are integrated into Canvas. Within the modules section you will see chapters from the
book: 

Samuel, M.L. (Ed.). (2016). Statistics for Psychologists (3rd ed.). 

I'd recommend having a separate calculator as it makes it easier to do calculations than the one on your
computer or phone.

 

Technology Requirements

Hardware

PC running Windows XP Service Pack 2+, Vista, Windows 7 or 8 
OR
Intel-based Mac running OS X 10.6 or later;
Monitor display resolution of at least 1280x720;
Broadband connection with bandwidth of at least 768K/384K (downstream/upstream); and
A microphone, webcam (at least VGA (640x480) resolution), and speakers/headphones*.

* Hardware must meet the specified requirements of the webcam.

Software

Google Chrome browser version 26 or greater;
Adobe Acrobat Reader version 10 or greater; and
Javascript must be enabled in the browser.
Some functionality will require the following additional plugins:

Flash for media recording, streaming and viewing, as well as uploading files to a course or assignment;
and

mailto:msamuel@msmu.edu


Java for screen sharing.
Microsoft Office recommended (Open tools OpenOffice or LibreOffice are valid substitutes)

 

Course Description

Focus on applied descriptive and inferential statistical techniques as used in behavioral science research.
Topics covered include properties of distributions, measures of central tendency, elementary probability theory,
hypothesis testing, correlation, and analysis of variance. Prerequisites: PSY 1and satisfactory score on the
Mathematics Placement Examination or completion of MTH 2X. MTH 1 or 10 recommended. GS-IIIE, VIIB

 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Students will learn that statistics is a tool used by Psychologists to understand human behavior.
2. Students will learn basic problem-solving skills.
3. Students will learn how to interpret statistical results.
4. Students will understand the difference between causation and correlation.

This class includes the following assessed outcomes:     

Psychology Department Learning Outcome 5: Apply and explain the logic of statistics
Psychology Department Learning Outcome 11: Students will be able to recognize and apply scientific and
mathematical reasoning
General Studies: Quantitative Reasoning

 

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Student learning is at the core of the MSMU mission; thus, we have developed a college-wide assessment
plan. These outcomes represent the knowledge, skills, and attitudes expected of a college student. In this
class, one or more student learning outcomes will be assessed. For example, the ability to describe or explain
individual and group behavior in theoretical context will be evaluated in this course. Some assignments in this
class may be used for this purpose. Ultimately, the collected data will be used to improve the quality of
education at the Mount.

 

Course Requirements

Time Requirements. This is a 3-credit-hour course and will require approximately 18 hours of focused
effort every week over the 8-week course schedule to be completed successfully. Please schedule time for
this course, along with other courses and individual responsibilities you may have accordingly.
Adaptive & Project-Based. This course uses a combination of individualized, adaptive learning, and
project-based learning strategies. As such, you will be expected to actively engage with the content of the
course individually and also to collaborate actively with your peers every week.



Mastery. You are required to demonstrate mastery of the concepts and terms presented within the course.
You will demonstrate mastery by completing a series of quizzes and assignments designed to help you
improve your proficiency with the terminology, concepts, and skills presented in the course content.
Participation & Engagement. You are expected to fully engage with your classmates, your instructor and
the content of the course. Full engagement requires that you log into the online system and communicate
meaningfully with your classmates at least five days each week. Doing so will make your learning
experience more effective, more enjoyable, and ultimately, more successful.
Discussions and Groups. A discussion is not a discussion if you only post and reply a couple of times a
week, several days apart. Your group can only communicate and function at its best if everyone is present
and actively involved. You are expected to take personal responsibility for the success of your discussions
and group work. Log in, read and post to discussions and group projects at least three to four days per
week, depending on the assignment expectations for the week. When the workload becomes more
challenging, reach out to your classmates more often.
Writing expectations. This is a rigorous, college-level course and you are expected to write at the college
level in all of your assignments. Failure to proofread submissions for spelling and grammar will result in a
significantly lower grade.

 

Assignment grading expectations

All assignments are expected to be turned in by midnight of the due dates stated in the Assignments List.
Your instructor will grade and give feedback to assignments within a week of the due date. 

 

Assignments

Your course grade will be composed of quizzes, exams, a project, practice opportunities, and
discussion/participation points.

 

Practice Quizzes

These quizzes are meant to give you feedback about how well you understood the basics of a mathematical
topic. The material tested is easier than what will be on the chapter quizzes or exams and are intended to help
you figure out where you need to study more. These quizzes are used to assess what you know from the
readings and lectures. It ensures that you and your classmates are prepared for your community group work
assignments.

 All quizzes are online, and the dates are on the class schedule. The quizzes are open once the module is
open, and you have an unlimited amount of time to answer up to 5 questions. You have three attempts at
these quizzes, and the highest grade will automatically be kept. The quizzes close at the end of the day (11:59
pm) listed on the syllabus, and the answers are available to you at that point. Except in extreme
circumstances with documentation, you cannot make up the quizzes. All makeups are at my discretion.

 

https://msmu.instructure.com/courses/1051048/assignments


Chapter Quizzes

These quizzes are meant to give you feedback about how well you understood the application of a
mathematical topic. The material tested is easier than what will be on the exams but harder than what is on
the chapter quizzes. They are intended to help you figure out where you need to study more before the exam
and what to ask about during office hours. In these problems, you will apply basic statistic knowledge.

All quizzes are online, and the dates are on the class schedule. The quizzes are all open, and you have an
unlimited amount of time to answer up to 10 questions. You will have only one attempt at this quiz. The
quizzes close at the end of the day (11:59 pm) listed on the syllabus, and the answers are available to you at
that point. Except in extreme circumstances with documentation, you cannot make up the quizzes. All
makeups are at my discretion.

 

Exams

The online exams will cover material presented in class, in online supplements, and from the readings. Expect
these problems to require you to apply your knowledge, evaluate a scenario, or create original examples. The
problems on the exam are similar to the hardest problems that we cover in class and at the end of each
chapter in the book. Please see the calendar for when exams open and close. Except in extreme
circumstances with documentation, you cannot make up the exams. All makeups are at my discretion.

  

Practice Opportunities

These are assignments where you get to practice what you've read and learned.

 

Discussion/Participation Points

For most people, research shows that learning occurs best within social environments. To encourage this level
of processing there are discussion boards in each module. The prompt for each week will vary, but this is your
opportunity to process what you've learned with your peers. Your peers are your main social support and
learning group, therefore, I've incentivized participating in these discussions with a participation point for each
discussion. 

 

 

Assignment Points

Unit Exam #1 50 points

Unit Exam #2 60 points



Cumulative Final Exam 90 points

Practice Quizzes 60 Points (12 quizzes @ 5 points each)

Chapter Quizzes

120 points (12 quizzes @ 10 pts. each)

*Note there is one more quiz (also worth 10
points) that acts as a buffer if you miss one quiz
you haven't lost any points, but if you complete
them all you can gain extra points.

Practice Opportunities

120 points (10 pt. per chapter)

*Note: Again there is a small buffer in here if
you miss one opportunity you haven't lost any
points, but if you do them all you can earn more
points.

Discussion/Participation Points 8 points (1 pt. per module)

Total points 500 points

Grading Scale

Letter
Grade

Percentage
Final Points in course at

END of semester
What this means to MSMU

A 93% & up 465 & up
Student performance is
clearly outstanding.

A- 90-92% 450-464

Performance indicates sharp
insights and an ability to
integrate and generalize
material beyond the context
of the course.

B+ 87-89% 435-449  



B 83-86% 415-434

Student performance is
above average,
demonstrating a knowledge
of facts and an ability to
integrate and apply material
within the context of the
course.

B- 80-82% 400-414  

C+ 77-79% 385-399  

C 73-76% 365-384

Student performance is
average, demonstrating
knowledge of course content
and exhibiting an ability to
apply basic concepts within
the context of the course.

C- 70-72% 350-364  

D 60-69% 300-349

Student performance is
below average, partially
fulfilling minimum course
requirements. This level of
performance may not prepare
the student to progress to a
more advanced level of study
within the subject content or
the major.

F
59% and
below

299 & below

Student performance is
unacceptable and does not
meet minimum course
requirements.



Program and Course Policies

Discussion Forum Guidelines

This course will require significant online interaction with your classmates. Please remember the following
guidelines as you post and reply to your classmates.

Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a reader, then a respondent.
Try to maintain threads by using the “Reply” button rather than starting a new topic.
Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the discussion group. Be respectful
of others ideas.
Be polite. Choose your words carefully. Do not use derogatory statements.
Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before entering your remarks.
Be positive and constructive in group discussions.
Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.

 

Late or missing assignments

Assignments and assessments are due according to the course schedule and syllabus. All students are
expected to plan their time and energies so that coursework can be completed and submitted on time.

If an emergency, medical or personal obstacle prevents you from meeting assignment expectations, you must
contact your instructor as early as possible. At your instructor’s discretion, assignments may be accepted after
the due date, though late penalties may be assessed to your score. 

 

Due Dates and Times

Remember to check your time zone on the Canvas system.  You can do this by clicking settings in the top right
corner, then check Time Zone in the center part of the page.  All due date times are 11:59 pm Pacific Time. 
This means that if you are in a different time zone, the due date may appear to be later, since 11:59 pm PT on
Wednesday is 12:59 am Mountain Time on Thursday, 1:59 Central Time on Thursday, and 2:59 Eastern
Time on Thursday.  

You may want to set your time zone on the Canvas system to Pacific Time. Then, you will always see the
correct due date, and you do not need to worry about converting time zones.

 

Policy on Incompletes

An incomplete in a course may be granted only when a student has fulfilled the majority of the course
requirements, has a passing grade in coursework, is prevented from completing the assigned work for serious
medical/personal reasons, and can, in the opinion of the instructor, complete the work within one eight-week
session. This decision is completely at the discretion of the instructor.



 

Canvas

Your portal for up to the minute course information, grades, and course materials. You may access Canvas via
https://msmu.instructure.com/login/ldap. Your login is the same as it is for your MSMU email account. If
you have any problems logging on or need any other technical assistance, contact the resources on the login
page. You are expected to log in regularly for assignments and to view your grades. If you see any errors on
Canvas, you must report them in writing before the second to last week of class.

 

Extra Credit

You may earn up to 10 points of extra credit. The last day to turn in extra credit is on the final day of class at
11:59 pm in the drop box on Canvas. Extra credit opportunities are called Challenge Assignments on Canvas.
You can find at least one opportunity in most modules. In addition, there are three additional ways to earn
extra credit: 1) Participating in research studies or 2) Finding errors in course materials.  Opportunities to
participate in research vary every semester, wait for announcements in class. I try to avoid making mistakes.
However, I am human. If you find an error in course materials, then I will give 0.5 points of extra credit to you
for helping to improve the course experience for all students. Simply email me the error and I'll email you back
to confirm the error and award the extra credit. 3) Use the Smarthinking Tutoring opportunities.

 

Class Preparation

This class is mainly an online class.  Lectures and readings are done independently and then you will
complete problem sets as an opportunity to practice your new skills. Please take notes while you are
preparing. You will need these notes in class when working out problems. Much of learning statistics is taking
the time to practice the concepts yourself or with a group. If you choose to work in a group I ask that everyone
do his or her job and submit original independent work.

 

Late Work

Participation and preparation cannot be turned in late for credit unless there is an excused absence with proof.
Quizzes must be taken by the date on the syllabus. If you cannot, due to an unavoidable documented reason
per University policy, you must see me before the quiz. Exams must be taken on the Exam date. If you cannot,
due to an unavoidable documented reason per University policy, you must see me before the Exam. I do not
accept emailed class work, except in rare circumstances at my discretion.

 

University Policies

University attendance policy: http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2018-2020/2018-2020-Catalog/Academic-
Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Attendance

https://msmu.instructure.com/login/ldap


 

ii. Academic integrity policy:

All degree candidates are expected to adhere to the MSMU statements on Academic Integrity (AI) in the
MSMU catalog and Student Handbook. This includes avoiding plagiarism and constructing your best work on
each assignment. Papers and other work including images, should not be copied from the Internet. Infractions
may be addressed by the MSMU administration and possibly include an AI Board review.

 

iii. Academic freedom statement:

For faculty, academic freedom in research, teaching, and publication is fundamental to the advancement of
truth and learning. Freedom of thought and expression is essential to fulfilling the mission, and obligations, of
academics and educators.

 

The student has the freedom to express ideas that differ from any interpretation or any viewpoint presented by
an instructor. In exercising this freedom, there should be no disruption of the academic process of the class.

 

The student has the right to be evaluated accurately and fairly on academic performance as outlined by the
instructor at the beginning of the course. The student has the right to discuss and review any academic
performance with instructors. A student who believes that an evaluation was made on a basis other than
academic performance has the right to an appeal procedure. (For appeal procedures, see Student Handbook).

 

iv. Disability Statement:

Mount Saint Mary’s University, Los Angeles is committed to ensuring the full participation of all students in its
programs. If you have a documented disability (chronic, medical, physical, learning, psychological, or
temporary), or think you may have a disability and need a reasonable accommodation to participate in class,
complete course requirements, or access the University’s programs or services; contact Disability Services
(DS) as soon as possible. To receive an accommodation, you must register with DS. DS works with students
confidentially and does not disclose any disability-related information without student consent. DS coordinates
and promotes disability accommodations and awareness and works in partnership with faculty and all other
student service offices. For further information about services for students with disabilities, contact DS at the
Chalon Academic Support Center, H207, (310) 954-4142, or at the Doheny Student Resource Center, Building
3, (213) 477-2690. You can also email for more information at disability@msmu.edu.

 

v. Student credit hour policy:

A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of
student achievement that reasonably approximates not less than:



(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out- of-class student
work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, or the equivalent amount of work over a
different amount of time; or

(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) for other academic activities, including
laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit
hours Taken from: http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2018/2016-2018-Catalog/Academic-Policies-
and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Student-Credit-Hour
(http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2018/2016-2018-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-
Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Student-Credit-Hour)

vi. Student Support Statement :

 

Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or who lacks a
safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance in the course, is urged to contact
the Dean of Student Life on their respective campus for support. Also, please notify the instructor if you are
comfortable in doing so. Chalon Campus: Laura Crow, Dean of Student Life 310-954-4133 and
lcrow@msmu.edu. Doheny Campus/WEC & Online/Sunset Gower/Graduate: Jessica Cuevas, Dean of
Student Life 213-477-2570 and jcuevas@msmu.edu (mailto:jcuevas@msmu.edu)

vii. Title IX and Confidentiality:

As an instructor at Mount Saint Mary's University, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning
environment on our campus. I also have a mandatory “Responsible Employee” reporting responsibility related
to my role as a faculty member. It is my goal that you feel able to share information related to your life
experiences in classroom discussions, in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings. I will seek to
keep information you share private to the greatest extent possible. However, in order to support you, I am
required to share with University officials, any information regarding sexual misconduct or information about a
related crime you may have experienced or witnessed, whether it occurred on or off MSMU’s campus.
Students may speak to someone confidentially by contacting MSMU’s Counseling and Psychological
Services, Health Services, and/or community partners - Peace Over Violence, and the Santa Monica Rape
Treatment Center. For more information about your support options at Mount Saint Mary's University, please
go to https://mountsaintmarysuniversi.sharepoint.com/sites/MYMSMU/campus-resources/titleIX

For questions/clarification, please contact your Title IX Coordinator, Bernadette Robert at brobert@msmu.edu,
(213) 477-2511, cell – (310) 597-9043.

All other university policies are subsumed within this syllabus. For a full description of university
policies and procedures, please reference the Mount Saint Mary's University Online Student
Handbook.

 

Student Services

http://msmu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2016-2018/2016-2018-Catalog/Academic-Policies-and-Procedures/General-Information-for-Undergraduate-Programs/Student-Credit-Hour
mailto:jcuevas@msmu.edu


Mount Saint Mary's University Online offers a full suite of student services to all of our online students. All
student services begin with your personal Success Coach. Contact your coach first, who will help you get the
assistance you need from other college services. Some of the most commonly needed student services
include the following:

Technology Helpdesk
Disability Services
Library Services
Counseling Services

Specific information about each of these services can be found in the Student Handbook.

 

Technical Requirements

Technical requirements are listed in the Student Handbook. Before you begin this class, please ensure that
your computer is up to date with the proper browser, plugins, microphone and video camera so that you can
participate fully with your classmates.

 

 

The Athenian Promise

A Commitment to Civility

Mount Saint Mary’s University is committed to the advancement of learning and service to society. This is best
accomplished in an atmosphere of mutual respect and civility, self-restraint, concern for others, and academic
integrity. By choosing to join this community, I accept the obligation to live by these common values and
commit to the following principles.

As a Mount Saint Mary’s University Student:

I will embrace the concept of civil community which does not tolerate violence, theft, bigotry, or harassment
of others in any form.
I will commit myself to the pursuit of knowledge with personal integrity and academic honesty.
I will respect the sanctity of the learning environment and avoid disruptive and deceitful behavior toward
other members of the college community.
I will support a culture of diversity by respecting the rights of those who differ from me.
I will contribute to the development of a caring community where compassion for others and freedom of
thought and expression are valued.
I will honor, challenge and contribute to the scholarly heritage left by those who preceded me and work to
leave this a better place for those who follow.

By endorsing these common principles, I pledge to contribute to a civil campus environment and resolve to
encourage civil behavior in others. This is my promise to Mount Saint Mary’s University and its community of
scholars.




