
North Carolina Wesleyan College 

Accounting Information Systems 

ACC 320 

  

   

Instructor: Joy R. Hiatt, CPA, CGMA 

Email: rwhaley@ncwc.edu 

Phone: 919-427-1596 

  

Note: the fastest and most efficient way to contact the instructor is via email, with “ACC 320” in 

the subject line. 

                    

COURSE MATERIALS: 

  

Accounting Information Systems, 14/E 

Marshall B. Romney 

Paul J. Steinbart 

ISBN:  9780134474021 

©2018 • Prentice Hall  

Published 01/04/2017 

This book is required and must be purchased.  The book is available from the college bookstore 

and from MBS Direct.   

Required Materials:  Students need Adobe Acrobat or the ability to view PDF files. Students also 

need Microsoft Word or Microsoft Excel to complete assignments. Microsoft PowerPoint or 

PowerPoint viewer is strongly recommended.  



COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

ACC 320 Accounting Information Systems 3 Semester Hours  

Prerequisite: ACC 310 

A basic course in accounting information systems and how they are used in business. Control 

and audit of the accounting information system will be explored as well as basic information 

system development concepts. Focus will be on gathering accounting data and communicating 

the data to decision makers. 

  

EVALUATION: 

  

The course grade is based upon the following: 

  

Discussions 30% 

Exams 40% 

Final Paper 30% 

Total 100% 

Due Dates:  Assignments are to be submitted by 11:55pm (ET) on the due date listed in the 

Course Schedule.  

  

Online Participation:  Participation is not optional. It is mandatory. The only way that a student 

may earn participation points is completing assignments for the week. 

  

Discussion Participation: Discussion questions will be posted throughout the course for you to 

respond to.  Your main response should respond directly to the question, and be at least 300 

words in length.  You should use at least two sources for your post, other than the 

textbook.  Your post should be in current APA format.  Your first response is posted the first 

week of the discussion 

In addition to your initial post, three replies should be posted to your peers.  Your replies should 

further expand the discussion, be at least 100 words in length, and have at least one citation, 

other than the textbook.  Your responses are posted during the second week of the discussion. 



Critical 

Elements 

Exemplary Proficient Needs Improvement  Not Evident Value 

Comprehension 

  

Develops an initial 

post with an 

organized, clear 

point of view or idea 

using rich and 

significant detail of 

at least 300 words. 

(40 points) 

Develops an initial 

post with a point of 

view or idea using 

adequate 

organization and 

detail of at 

approximately 200 

words. (34 points) 

Develops an initial 

post with a point of 

view or idea but with 

some gaps in 

organization and 

detail of at 

approximately 100 

words. (22 points) 

Does not develop an 

initial post with an 

organized point of 

view or 

idea.  Required word 

count was not met. (0 

points) 

40 

Timeliness   Submits initial post 

by the deadline (10 

points) 

Submits initial post 

after (5 points) 

Does not submit 

initial post (0 points) 

10 

Engagement Provides three 

relevant and 

meaningful response 

posts with clarifying 

explanation and 

detail of at least 100 

words each and one 

scholarly source in 

each post. (30 points) 

Provides three 

response posts with 

some clarifying 

explanation and 

detail of less than 75 

words each or less 

than one scholarly 

source in each post. 

(25 points) 

Provides one or two 

relevant and 

meaningful response 

posts with clarifying 

explanation and 

detail of at least 50 

words or less than 

one scholarly source 

in each post. (15 

points) 

Provides no response 

posts or posts that are 

generic with little 

explanation or detail 

(0 points) 

30 

Research   Initial post includes 

at least two scholarly 

sources, other than 

the textbook. (10 

points) 

Initial post includes 

one sources that is 

not scholarly, or only 

the textbook. (5 

points) 

Initial post does not 

include any scholarly 

sources. (0 points) 

10 

Writing 

(Mechanics) 

Writes posts that are 

easily understood, 

clear, and concise 

using APA format 

and proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with no 

errors in citations (10 

points) 

Writes posts that are 

easily understood 

using proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with few 

errors in citations (8 

points) 

Writes posts that are 

understandable using 

proper citation 

methods where 

applicable with a 

number of errors in 

citations (5 points) 

Writes posts that 

others are not able to 

understand and does 

not use proper 

citation methods 

where applicable (0 

points) 

10 

Total 

Comments: 

100 

  

  



Exams:  Exams will be administered through the course during the term. The exams will be 

open book and notes are allowed. You may use a calculator. 

  

Final Paper:  You will write a research paper on an accounting information system topic in a 

series of steps throughout the course.  See instructions posted in the course for further 

information. 

  

The research paper for ACC320 will be completed in three steps throughout the course. 

  

Step 1:  Research Paper Topic, Abstract, and Annotated Bibliography (5%) 
By the end of Week 2, you will submit a research topic for instructor approval. A 50-word 

abstract must be completed with a quick synopsis of what will be put into the paper. You will 

also complete an annotated bibliography containing at least 8 current sources, other than the 

textbook, that you plan to use in your research paper.  Your 8 scholarly sources should be 

current; written within the last 5 years.  You must use current APA formatting.  

  

If you do not submit 8 current sources, your topic will not be approved.  If your topic is not 

approved, Steps 2 & 3 will not be accepted. 

  

Need to see an example of an annotated bibliography?  See the below link to a sample: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/03/ 

  

Step 2:  Research Paper Outline (5%) 

By the end of Week 4, you will complete a 100-word finalized abstract, as well as an outline of 

1–2 pages that gives a structure for the research paper. You must use current APA formatting. 

  

Step 3:  Final Research Paper (20%) 

By the end of Week 7, you will write an 8–10-page research paper on any accounting 

information system topic covered in our course that contains at least 8 current scholarly sources. 

You must include a title page and reference page which are not included in the required page 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/03/


count. Also include the abstract from the previous assignment with this submission. You must 

use current APA formatting. 

  

Your paper will be run through a plagiarism checker tool, such as Turnitin.  Papers with 

similarity scores greater than 25% will not be accepted.  Be sure that you do not use too much 

quoted material in your paper. 

  

Need help with APA formatting?  There are resources available here: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

  

Grading Scale:  This course will utilize a 10-point grading scale as follows: 

 Letter Grade Percentage 

A 90-100 

B 80-89 

C 70-79 

D 60-69 

F Below 60 

Late Policy: 
Because the discussion board takes the place of the seated classroom, late discussion posts are 

not accepted. Exams and the final paper are not accepted late, without prior approval of an 

extenuating circumstance, which will be verified. 

Policies: 

Please visit the following site for policies and 

procedures:  http://faculty.ncwc.edu/jstubblefield/online2/onlinecourses6.htm 

Instructors teaching online courses are required by the college to hold students accountable 

for having purchased the textbook prior to the start date of the course. You must have the text 

by the first day of the course.  

The instructor has the right to modify this summary in the event of a ‘virtual snow day.’  

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://faculty.ncwc.edu/jstubblefield/online2/onlinecourses6.htm

