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NORTH CAROLINA WESLEYAN COLLEGE 
 

ECONOMICS 211 SPRING A 2020 
 

TENTATIVE SYLLABUS 
 

 
Instructor: Alison L. Davis 
Email:  ADavis@ncwc.edu 
Office Hours: Email Contact 
Class Hours and Location: Online 
 

PREFERRED METHOD OF CONTACT 
 
Please use my email to communicate as I have unpredictable work hours.  Also, use 
your NCWC email account when contacting me; by school policy, I cannot give out 
information other than to an NCWC account. 

 
PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS 211 -- MACROECONOMICS  
 
This course provides an introduction to “Macroeconomics”, one of the two primary areas 
of economic study, the other being “Microeconomics.”  Macroeconomics focuses on 
public fiscal and monetary policies used by the government to manage economic 
downturns and upturns.  We touch on theories of capitalism and of alternative economic 
systems.  It is intended to equip the student to help understand some of the fundamental 
concepts behind current political and economic issues. 
 
This course introduces economic analysis of aggregate employment, income, and prices. 
Topics include major schools of economic thought; aggregate supply and demand; 
economic measures, fluctuations, and growth; money and banking; stabilization techniques; 
and international trade.  Students should have a good understanding at the conclusion of 
the course of the following concepts: 
 

 Understand fundamental economic concepts and the nature of economics; 
distinguish between microeconomics and macroeconomics and apply graphical 
analysis. 

 Understand how equilibrium price is determined in a free market through the 
interaction of supply and demand. 

 Measure economic variables (GNP and its components, inflation, unemployment, 
money supply, balance of payments, exchange rates) 

 Understand the origins, importance and the relationships between inflation and 
unemployment. 

 Grasp the foundations of the aggregate demand – aggregate supply model, the 
concept of the multiplier and the business cycle. 

 Identify the tools of monetary and fiscal policies, understand their effect on the 
economy and the significant role of the Federal Reserve Bank. 

 Understand the importance balance of payments, international trade and how the 

value of foreign exchange is determined. 
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MATERIALS 
 
MANKIW 

PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS eBOOK WITH MINDTAP ACCESS *** 

8TH 

CENGAGE  

 

GENERAL 

CLASS ATTENDANCE (ASPIRE Attendance Policy) 

ASPIRE classes are accelerated and are offered in 8-week and 5-week sessions.  
Because of this, students are required to attend every class session.  Missing any class 
will have a negative impact on the student’s learning and course performance.  In the 
event of an absence, the student is required to notify the instructor ahead of time and 
follow the instructor’s course of action for dealing with the missed class time.  This may 
include the completion of additional assignments or a reduction in the final grade due to 
the missed class.  An instructor or campus director may administratively withdraw any 
student who misses more than twenty-percent of a course (6 hours for an 8-week 
course, 4 hours for a 5-week course) before the withdrawal deadline.  If a student 
misses more than twenty-percent of a course after the withdrawal deadline, the student 
will be administratively withdrawn and may receive an “F” in the course.  A student who 
is administratively withdrawn, under any circumstances, for missing more than twenty-
percent of a course will be responsible for payment of the full tuition for that course. 
Ultimately, it is the instructor’s decision to determine how to handle absences. 
 
The College reserves the right to administratively withdraw any student not attending the 
first class meeting.  Any student administratively withdrawn for this reason will be 
responsible for payment of the full tuition for that course. 
 
Note:  Absences of any kind and length in an accelerated class should be avoided.  This 
instructor strongly endorses the ASPIRE Attendance Policy, and reserves the right to 
review the circumstances involved in any student absence to determine an appropriate 
course of action. 
 

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES 

North Carolina Wesleyan College seeks to fully comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Students with 
disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are 
encouraged to speak privately with the Instructor and contact Counseling and Disability 
Service at 252-985-5369 or 252-985-5178 as soon as possible to coordinate and 
implement accommodations in a timely fashion. Counseling and Disability Services is 
located in the Hardee's Building on the Rocky Mount Campus. Students requesting 
accommodations must contact the Counseling & Disability Services Office who will 
determine the appropriate accommodations. 
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ACADEMIC HONESTY 

The instructor and students share responsibility for the integrity of the academic process.  
The definition of cheating is “giving or receiving of information illicitly with intent to 
deceive the instructor in his or her effort to grade fairly any academic work,”  and the 
definition of plagiarism is “to take and use as one’s own the thoughts, writings, or 
inventions of another” (Oxford English Dictionary).  It is plagiarism when one uses direct 
quotations without proper credit and appropriate quotation marks, and when one uses 
the ideas of another without proper credit.  The penalty for academic dishonesty is 
severe.  (Refer to the College Catalog, pp. 72-73.)  
 

NCWC  

NCWC is a place for learning and growing.  You should feel safe and comfortable 
anywhere on campus or on off-campus class locations.  In order to meet this objective, 
you should let your instructor know if any unsafe, unwelcome or uncomfortable situation 
arises that interferes with the learning process. 

Smoking is not permitted in any college building.   
 
 CLASS MEETINGS 

Beginning January 6th, the online class will (officially) be open. This class is ENTIRELY 
in MindTap. The only work done on our class page is the Attendance discussion 
forum. Instructions for entering MindTap are posted on the class page under 
“handouts”. MindTap also comes with an eBook (the required textbook for the class) for 
your convenience. 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 

If we have inclement weather, making it impossible to have class, we will be notified by 
NCWC, either through me or directly to you.  If so, because of the tight schedule, I will 
arrange for an online discussion on a topic or topics related to the chapter and 
discussions.  If an exam is scheduled for that day, it will be held the next in-class class 
period. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 
 
 HOMEWORK 

There are weekly assignments in MindTap as well as 2 Tests (called Quizzes below). 
The weekly assignments will all be available at the start of the class and will have 
incremental due dates; meaning they will not always be due weekly.  This will allow 
students to work ahead to better suit work (and life) schedules! However, with the 
extended due dates comes a hard rule that there is NO late work accepted. 
Procrastinating is NOT an option! 

 
EXAMINATIONS 

Quiz 1:  Chapters 1, 2, 4, 6, 23   
 
Quiz 2:  Chapters 24, 25, 26, 28   
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GRADING 

MindTap will keep a running count of the grade you have in the class that is accessible 
to you at any time.  

          

A = 90 percent and above 
B = 80 percent and above 
C = 70 percent and above 
D = 60 percent and above (lowest passing grade) 
F = 59 percent and below 
 
I hope that you enjoy the class and find it an enriching experience.  If you have any 
suggestions to make it better, please let me know.  I appreciate any constructive 
suggestions!    
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