
WORLD GEOGRAPHY – GEO 101 

 North Carolina Wesleyan College 
 

 

Instructor Information 

 
James C. Burke, Ph.D. 

JBurke@ncwc.edu 

 

Instructor Bio:  James C. Burke received his Ph.D. in Geography from the University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro. Recently, he has published two books The Wilmington & Raleigh Rail 

Road Company, 1833-1854 and The Wilmington & Weldon Railroad in the Civil War (McFarland 

& Company) in addition to articles in North Carolina Geographer and Railroad History. He serves 

as the director of the Slave Deeds of New Hanover County Database Project. Currently, he is 

restoring a historic farmhouse in Duplin County, North Carolina. 

 

Burke’s Topics in Geography Research Guide: 

http://libguides.cfcc.edu/content.php?pid=573067&sid=4725466 

 

Textbook: 

Getis, A., Getis, V., and Bjelland, M. 2014. Introduction to Geography (Fifteenth Edition). New 

York, NY: McGraw-Hill. ISBN10: 1260152456 | ISBN13: 9781260152456 

 

 

Required Materials:  

Students need Adobe Acrobat or the ability to view PDF files. Students also need Microsoft Word 

or a MS WORD compatible word processing program to complete assignments. Access to a 

scanner is strongly recommended. Students must have a My.NCWC.edu account. Students may 

contact the site director at the campus they are registered with for information on obtaining a 

My.NCWC.edu user ID. 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This is an accelerated online introductory course in Geography. The course topics cover the four 

traditions of the discipline of Geography. These traditions are Earth Science, Culture-

Environment, Location, and Area Analysis. The course will include an overview of the 

Geographic Technique and Skills that connect the traditions. 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
After completing this course, the student should be able to demonstrate a broad understanding of 

the discipline of Geography and its practical application in contemporary society. The student 

should also have acquired a greater understanding of earth surface processes and landforms, 

mailto:JBurke@ncwc.edu
http://libguides.cfcc.edu/content.php?pid=573067&sid=4725466
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climate, natural resources, Cultural and Historical Geography, and the human impact on the 

environment.  

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

The student must complete before the expiration of the posted due-date, fourteen tests (100% of 

the final grade). Test material comes from the textbook and selected online resources. Participation 

in weekly online discussions is required. Ten points (10) will be deducted from the final grade for 

nonparticipation in discussions. Forum topics are directly related to textbook readings and 

homework exercises. All assignments are due at 11:55pm EST on the due date. All assignments 

must be submitted through the coursework section of My.NCWC.edu. Emailed assignments will 

not be accepted. Late test submission will be marked down 10 points for each day they are late 

(two days at maximum). If after 2 days the test is not submitted, the student will receive a score of 

zero (0) on the test. Tests can be taken twice, but the last grade will be the final grade. Coursework 

will not remain open after the expiration of the due date. Grades will be available for review when 

all grading is completed. If a situation arises that requires missing a homework exercise or exam 

due date, please inform Dr. Burke in advance or at the earliest possible instance. The student is 

responsible for providing proof that the nature of the particular situation justifies special 

consideration. Not having a textbook will not be considered an acceptable reason for extending an 

exam deadline. Attendance will be taken as required. Students who fail to verify their enrollment 

by initial attendance during the beginning of the term risk being dropped from the course.  

 

Note: Careful reading of the textbook, making notes of key concepts and terms, and asking 

questions in the discussion forum enhance your chances of making a better grade on the exams.  

 

 

Scale for final letter grade: 

 

A = 90 – 100% 

B = 80 – 89% 

C = 70 – 79% 

D = 60 – 69% 

F = Below 60% 

I = Incomplete (special circumstances) 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

 
(Week 1) 

 

Textbook Readings: Introduction Intro/Geographic Concepts (Ch.1) and Techniques of Geographic Analysis 

(Ch. 2) 

Online Discussion:  What is Geography? 

Test 1:    Due on 26 August 

Test 2:    Due on 26 August 

 

(Week 2) 

 

Textbook Readings:  Physical Geography: Landforms (Ch. 3) and Physical Geography: Weather and Climate 

(Ch. 4) 

Online Discussion: Plate tectonics  

Test 3:   Due on 15 September 

Test 4:   Due on 18 September 

 

 

(Week 3) 

 

Textbook Readings:  The Geography of Natural Resources (Ch. 12) and Human Impact on the Environment 

(Ch. 13) 

Online Discussion: Natural Resources Management 

Test 5:   Due on 2 September 

Test 6:   Due on 2 September 

 

 

(Week 4) 

 

Textbook Readings:  Population Geography (Ch.5) and Cultural Geography (Ch. 6) 

Online Discussion: Cultural Diffusion 

Test 7:   Due on 9 September  

Test 8:   Due on 9 September 

 

 

(Week 5) 

 

Textbook Readings: Political Geography (Ch. 8) and Economic Geography: Agriculture and Primary 

Activities Ch. 9) 

Online Discussion: The World Economy 

Test 9:   Due on 16 September 

Test 10:   Due on 16 September 

 

 

(Week 6) 

 

Textbook Readings: An Urban World (Ch. 11) and Human Interaction (Ch. 7) 

Online Discussion: Regional Planning 

Test 11:   Due on 23 September 

Test 12:   Due on 23 September 
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(Week 7) 

 

Textbook Readings: Economic Geography: Manufacturing and Services (Ch. 10) 

Online Discussion:  Telecommunications and Transportation 

Test 13:   Due on 30 September 

 

 

Final (essay):  Topic: Using Geographic Tools in Education and Business (note: Research Required) 

   Due on 12 September  

 

 

The instructor reserves the right to modify this schedule during the course for any reason. Refer 

to the course website for due dates for exams and assignments. 
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POLICY 
 

 

Textbook Policy: 

 

Instructors teaching online courses are required by the college to hold students accountable for 

having purchased the textbook prior to the start date of the course. 

 
Attendance: 

Indicate your attendance policy, including any penalties or bonuses for attendance.  Be specific, as this is 

what you will be able to enforce if issues arise later.  In accordance with college policy, attendance is 

required for every class and lab session except in case of illness, unavoidable circumstances, or college 

extracurricular activities as approved by the Provost/Senior VP of Academic Affairs.  Instructors must 

articulate their attendance policies in all syllabi, and may not establish a policy for administrative 

withdrawal that is less than equivalent of one week’s worth of unexcused absences for the course.  

Instructors should consider grade penalties in preference to course withdrawal where possible. 

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

North Carolina Wesleyan College seeks to fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA).  Students requesting accommodations based on a covered disability must go to the Coordinator of 

Disability Services located in the Student Success Center, PCB 192A to verify the disability before any 

accommodations can occur.  The telephone number is 252-985-5216. 

 

Inclement Weather: 

In the event of a weather or other emergency, information about the status of classes at NCWC will be 

posted on the NCWC home page (www.ncwc.edu) and distributed to major TV and radio stations in the 

area. 

 

Online Instruction 

Four (4) hours of online instruction through readings, discussions, exercises, and exams will be posted in 

the online course each week. 

 

Statement on Academic Honesty: 

For example:  The instructor and students share responsibility for the integrity of the academic process.  

The definition of cheating is “giving or receiving of information illicitly with intent to deceive the 

instructor in his or her effort to grade fairly any academic work,” and the definition of plagiarism is “to 

take and use as one’s own the thoughts, writings, or inventions of another” (Oxford English Dictionary).  

It is plagiarism when one uses direct quotations without proper credit and appropriate quotation marks, 

and when one uses the ideas of another without proper credit.  The penalty for academic dishonesty is 

severe.  (Refer to the college catalog, pp.82-84.) 

 

http://www.ncwc.edu/

