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NORTH CAROLINA WESLEYAN COLLEGE 

Justice 205 

Police In Society 
Online 2020 

3 semester hours of credit 

 

 

Class Meetings:   Online  

Class Time:    Online   

Class Location:   Braswell 236, Rocky Mount Campus 

Instructor:    Carl Lewis, PhD 

Instructor’s E-Mail:   clewis@ncwc.edu    

Office Telephone:    (252) 985-5166 

Office Facsimile:   (252) 985-5109 

Office Hours and Conferences: MWF 8-900 T 900-1100 

     other times by appointment  

      

 

PLEASE NOTE:   

This syllabus is a contract.  Enrollment in the course signifies your agreement to abide by 

its contents.  Course policies are not negotiable.  Students are required to check their email 

inbox at least once every 24 hours for important messages.   

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to be an objective academic analysis of 

formal social control in our society, including the philosophies, limitations, and responsibilities 

of police. The course will focus on the human dimension of policing and the interactive 

relationship between the police and the public. (writing intensive)  

 

PREREQUISITES:  None. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course, it is expected that the student will:  

 

1. Describe the historical development of the criminal justice system and its origins.  

mailto:KCarroll@ncwc.edu
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2. Identify the forms of organizational communication that exist within criminal justice. 

3. Explain the process / steps involved in becoming a police officer. 

4. Discuss the process of problem solving policing and the discretionary use of police 

authority. 

5. Summarize the rule of law and evolving issues related to the criminal justice field. 

 

REQUIRED READING MATERIAL:  This course has one required textbook: 

 

 Hess. Police Operations 14th edition 

. 

All other readings will be posted to the my.ncwc.edu.   

 

All reading assignments are to be completed prior to the class meeting.  It will be assumed 

that the student is prepared and can thus participate in class discussions.   

 

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: This course will be in a lecture and group discussion setting 

on the Rocky Mount campus. The course consists of weekly reading assignments taken from the 

course textbook and other readings posted on the course website at my.ncwc.edu, also known as 

Jenzabar.  Therefore, students are expected to check the course site and the course webpage 

daily for additional information regarding course requirements, tests, quizzes and other 

important information.   

This is a demanding class.  Some of you have personal and professional obligations in addition 

to being a student.  Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you have about the 

forum or content of the course.  You can see me before or after class.  If you need to reach me 

outside of class or office hours, contacting me by email is best.  Please note that only those 

emails sent from an NCWC account will be read and acknowledged by the professor.  Any 

question that you submit regarding the materials for this course via email will be answered to 

the group.  I will remove the name of the student asking the question when this is done.  There 

are no silly questions except the one you have that you do not ask. 

If at any point you feel that you are becoming lost or overwhelmed by the course, you should 

contact me as soon as possible so that we can discuss the situation and plan a strategy for you to 

get back on track.  Also, Wesleyan has a Student Success Center that provides a variety of 

services and programs designed to connect Wesleyan students with the resources need to assist 

with academic and personal development.  Their website is:  http://www.ncwc.edu/student-

affairs/success   

http://www.ncwc.edu/student-affairs/success
http://www.ncwc.edu/student-affairs/success
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You must keep up with the reading assignments and graded material in this course. This course 

is designed with a high degree of effort and interdependence in mind.  I will not tolerate failure 

to participate nor any missed work for which you did not seek an excuse for your tardiness 

PRIOR to the due date.   

ATTENDANCE:  

There will be NO makeup exams nor will I accept late writing assignments.  Therefore, if the 

student misses a class on a test or quiz date, a zero will be averaged into the final grade.  Test 

dates are provided in advance to ensure that you do not schedule appointments, events, etc. that 

will hinder your attendance on test dates.   

Students absent for six hours of class for any reason other than official College-sanctioned 

events will automatically be dropped/withdrawn from the course by the Professor. 

See the College Attendance Policy in the college catalog for additional information.   

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING SCALE:  This course is comprised of graded 

exams and one writing assignment.   

Class Research Paper Assignment:  The class research paper assignment will be due 

during the final week of the class. This assignment will be worth 30% of your grade. 

Weekly Assignments: Each week there will be an assignment these assignments will count 

for 70% of your final grade.  

GRADE SCALE:  Final grades will be determined using the following scale: 

 A   = 94 to 100  C  = 73 to 76 

 A-  = 90 to 93   C- = 70 to 72 

 B+ = 87 to 89   D+ = 67 to 69 

 B   = 83 to 86   D  = 63 to 66 

 B-  = 80 to 82   D- = 60 to 62 

 C+ = 77 to 79   F  = Any grade below 60 

 

Grades will not be curved.  For example, if you earn a 79.8, you will receive a letter grade of C+. 

 

EXTRA CREDIT:  There will be NO opportunities for extra credit in this course. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND DISHONESTY:   North Carolina Wesleyan College and 

faculty guarantee the integrity of the academic process.  Since cheating and plagiarism are 

threats to this integrity, all members of the College community must work together to prevent 

their occurrence (NCWC, 2010). Students are encouraged to the section Academic Standards in 
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the College handbook.  Specific attention should be given to the section regarding “Plagiarism 

and Cheating.” 

Acts of cheating, plagiarism, falsification or attempts to cheat, plagiarize or falsify will not be 

tolerated and will be reported to the Vice President of Academic Affairs as mandated.  The 

Catalog defines these terms as follows: 

 

Definitions: “Cheating” means the giving or receiving of information 

illicitly with intent to deceive the instructor in his or her effort to 

grade fairly any academic work. “Plagiarism” is “to take and use as 

one’s own the thoughts, writings, or inventions of another” (Oxford 

English Dictionary). It is plagiarism when one uses direct quotations 

without proper credit and appropriate quotation marks, and when one 

uses the ideas of another without proper credit. 

 

If the professor becomes aware of a potential academic integrity violation, the student will be 

contacted using the procedures outlined in the College Catalog.  If an academic integrity 

violation has taken place, the instructor reserves the right to assign a grade penalty up to and 

including an F for the course.   

All work in this course is to be completed independently, without assistance from any other 

student or person.  While study groups are fine and even encouraged, there is to be absolutely no 

group work on graded assignments unless otherwise noted on the directions for the assignment.  

Although this course is online, be aware that recent trends in technology and software have 

improved the detection of cheating and plagiarism.  The professor reserves the right to review 

any written material submitted for a grade and any other online work submitted for a grade with 

said software and technology to determine the authenticity and ownership of the information.   

If you include material in your work that is not your own original thought, then a citation must 

be included in the text of the document and in the reference list.  Failure to cite sources will be 

viewed as a violation of the academic integrity policy.  Note:  It is better to over cite sources, 

than to be questioned regarding your integrity.  If you have question, concerns, or need 

clarification, please let the professor know. 

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES:  North Carolina Wesleyan College seeks to fully 

comply with the American Disability Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities who believe that 

they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Office of Disability 

Support Services (DSS) at 985-5369 as soon as possible to coordinate and implement 

accommodations in a timely fashion.  The Office of DSS is located in 192 Pearsall.    Students 

requesting accommodations based on a covered disability must go to the Student Support Center 

to verify the disability before any accommodations can occur.  This is the student’s 

responsibility.    
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INCLEMENT WEATHER:  Please consult Jenzabar/my.ncwc.edu for information regarding 

this class. 

Class Research Paper: 

 

APA formatted references required for any paraphrased or quoted material 

Double Spaced  

Indent paragraphs 5 spaces 

12 pt font  

Times New Roman or Arial Font 

12 pages in length 

 

Each student is given broad discretionary authority in the selection of a topic as long as it relates 

to the subject of police administration. Please keep in mind that your textbook can be used as a 

reference.  

 


