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Course and Instructor Information 

Course 
Information 

Term:  Spring A, 2019 
Location:  Online 

Instructor 
Information 

James R. Saunders, J.D. 
Phone:  252-531-0558                             
Email:  jsaunders@ncwc.edu 
Responses are provided within 24 hours  

Nature of Course Content and Goals 
Program 
Mission 

The mission of the criminal justice program at North Carolina Wesleyan College is to 
educate students in the criminal justice areas of law enforcement, courts, and 
corrections.  The theoretical and legal basis upon which the system is founded is also 
examined.  The degree prepares students for advanced degrees and for positions within 
the criminal justice system and related fields of study.  Students are encouraged to 
participate in lifelong learning and community engagement. 

Program 
Goals 

The Bachelor of Arts, Criminal Justice Program will: 
 
1.   Assist students in understanding the complexity of the criminal justice system as it 
addresses criminal behavior through prevention and intervention strategies. 
2.  Provide instruction and guidance to assist students in understanding the theories and issues 
related to criminal justice,     
3.  Provide students with opportunities for critical analysis of situations, including application 
of relevant theoretical and legal explanations in the development of appropriate action,  
 

Course 
Description 

This course is a survey of constitutional law emphasizing civil rights and individual liberties.  
The method of teaching will include the reading and discussion of U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions. 

Course 
Objectives 

Students will: 
1.   Build knowledge of the Constitution and how it directs law enforcement procedures, 
2.   Learn the basic concepts of Constitutional Law, and how to read and extract meaning from 

Court opinions. 
3.   Gain an awareness of, and tools to fulfill the need to keep abreast of changes in the area of 

Constitutional law. 
Requirements and Policies 

Book:  Required Text(s):  Harr, J.S., Hess, K.M., Orthmann, C., & Kingsbury, J. (2018).  
Constitutional Law and the Criminal Justice System (7th ed.).  Stamford, CT:  Cengage 
Learning. ISBN-13:  9781305966468  
 

Attendance 
Policy:   

Course enrollment and participation will be monitored and verified for all students during 
the semester.  Lack of participation and attendance may jeopardize enrollment status.  Each 
student is expected to meet course expectations by completing the coursework required.  
Active participation and staying abreast of the material is essential to success in the class.   
 
Failure to submit assigned quizzes and to participate in discussion boards by their due 
dates will constitute an unexcused absence in this online course. 



 

 
Note on 
Participation 
and Attendance:    

Study after study has linked successful academic performance with good class 
participation.  Students who assume positions of responsibility must “show up” in order to 
be effective.  Students are expected to be attentive to the course content by completing 
assigned readings, and submitting all work on course assignments in a complete and timely 
fashion.   
 
To succeed in this class, you must be a good manager of your time.   

Assignment 
Policy 

Students will submit all class work via Jenzabar (my.ncwc.edu) and One Drive.  Hard 
copies and email attachments of class work will NOT be accepted.  Feedback on work 
completed for this class will be individualized and students have an opportunity, which is 
encouraged, to dialogue with the professor at any time via email. 
 
Given the prevalence of computer viruses and technical problems, students are strongly 
encouraged to maintain an electronic copy of all completed work as well as an electronic 
confirmation of submission.  If for whatever reason, the professor does not receive the 
original submission of the course work, the student can re-submit the assignment with a 
copy of the electronic confirmation attached, without penalty.  If an electronic confirmation 
is not available, assignments must be submitted the due date, but a penalty for lateness will 
be incurred. 
 
Early submission of assignments is welcomed and encouraged, however course work will 
only be graded after the due date.  Be sure to place your name and class work description 
on all submissions. 
 
All course work must be received by the professor by the due date noted on the syllabus for 
full credit.  It is common for there to be a delay between your time of submission and 
receipt time by the professor, therefore remember to allow sufficient time for submission.  
Late work will be received up till the due date noted in Jenzabar for partial credit. Work 
received after this time will not receive credit, nor will it be reviewed for feedback. 
 
Assignments are due as indicated in my.ncwc.edu and in the syllabus.  Points will be 
deducted for late submissions and may impact a student’s ability to participate in 
graduation if appropriate.  
 

Management of 
Online Classes 
 

The advantage of an online class is the ability to work at your own pace as you juggle 
multiple responsibilities such as work, family and social life.  However this is also a 
disadvantage as these factors often interfere with and present obstacles for attainment of 
your final goal which is the successful completion of this course.  Therefore, you are 
strongly encouraged to not wait until the end of the week to begin working on the assigned 
tasks.  Failure to manage your time wisely, work conflicts, family demands are not an 
acceptable reason for an extension.   
 
Late Work:  Assignments are to be completed according to the timeline posted in the 
syllabus.  It is important to keep up and complete work on time.   
 
Work will be received up till the due date noted in my.ncwc.edu for partial credit.  
Assignments received after this time will not receive credit, nor will it be reviewed for 
feedback. Quizzes and forums must be completed by the due date noted in the course 
outline. 

Writing 
Expectations 

• Written assignments must be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins and 12-point 
Times New Romans font.   



• The Criminal Justice program uses only the APA format and style of notation to credit all 
sources that are not the student’s own.  

  
There is an art to writing.  Spelling, grammar, punctuation and word usage are all tools of 
that art.  Writing should show careful attention to these elements.  Work that does not 
exhibit care with regard to these elements will be considered as inadequate for 
undergraduate writing and graded accordingly.   

Academic 
Integrity/ 
Plagiarism: 

North Carolina Wesleyan College and faculty guarantee the integrity of the academic 
process.  Since cheating and plagiarism are threats to this integrity, all members of the 
College community must work together to prevent their occurrence (NCWC, 2007). 
Students are encouraged to review the section Academic Standards in the College 
handbook.  Specific attention should be given to the section regarding “Plagiarism and 
Cheating.” 

Acts of cheating, plagiarism, falsification or attempts to cheat, plagiarize or falsify will not 
be tolerated.  Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of information illicitly with 
intent to deceive the instructor in his or her effort to grade fairly any academic work.  
Plagiarism is to take and use as one’s own the thoughts, writings, or inventions of another 
(Oxford English Dictionary).  It is plagiarism when one uses direct quotations without 
proper credit and appropriate quotation marks, and when one uses the ideas of another 
without written proper credit.   

The professor reserves the right to submit student’s work through plagiarism software to 
determine the authenticity and ownership of the information.   

If the professor becomes aware of a potential academic integrity violation, the student will 
be contacted using the procedures outlined in the College Catalog.  If an academic integrity 
violation has taken place, the instructor reserves the right to assign a grade penalty up to 
and including an F for the course.   

If you include material in your work that is not your own original thought, then a citation 
must be included in the text of the document and in the reference list.  Failure to cite 
sources will be viewed as a violation of the academic integrity policy.  Note:  It is better to 
over cite sources, than to be questioned regarding your integrity.  If you have question, 
concerns, or need clarification, please let the professor know. 

Plagiarism includes copying and pasting material from the internet or 
other sources into assignments without properly citing the source of the 
material. 
 

Appropriate 
Behavior 

Disrespect: Students may not harass, threaten, or embarrass others or the professor. 
Students may not post, transmit, promote, or distribute content that is racially, religiously, 
or ethnically offensive or is harmful, abusive, vulgar, sexually explicit, or otherwise 
potentially offensive. Students must refrain from behavior that may be perceived as 
inappropriate, offensive, and unfair and must treat all other learners, faculty, staff, and 
administrators with respect at all times.  
  
Dishonesty: Students may not intentionally provide false information, forge, alter, or 
falsify documents. Students may not represent the academic work of others as their own.  
Students engaging in prohibited conduct will be subject to disciplinary action, including, 
but not limited to: course failure, probation, suspension, or expulsion. Such sanctions may 
lead to additional academic and financial consequences. Students who are unable to 
complete a course resulting from disciplinary sanctions, suspension or expulsion are not 
eligible for tuition refunds. 
 



Jenzabar/ 
eRacer/ 
my.ncwc.edu 

Jenzabar / eRacer / my.ncwc.edu will be used for this course.  Therefore, students should 
check the announcement site daily for additional information regarding course 
requirements, unannounced quizzes, class meetings, assignments, and other pertinent 
information.  In addition, grades for this course will be posted via the online grade book 
and thus are accessible to the student at all times. If you are new to online classes, and need 
assistance, please let the professor know at the beginning of the semester.  There are also 
tutorials available online through the ASPIRE home page, which will assist you in 
understanding the platform used to administered online classes. 
 

Academic 
Appeals: 

Should a student have a dispute about a course grade, the student should first address the 
concern with the course instructor.  If discussion with the course instructor does not lead to 
a satisfactory conclusion, there is a process for filing an academic appeal.  Please reference 
the NCWC Catalog for more information.  
 

Disability 
Accommodations: 

North Carolina Wesleyan College seeks to fully comply with the American Disability Act 
(ADA).  Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this 
class are encouraged to contact the Office of Counseling & Disability Services at 985-5369 
as soon as possible to coordinate and implement accommodations in a timely 
fashion.  Their office location is 110A Hardee’s Building (across from the 
cafeteria.)    Students requesting accommodations based on a covered disability must go to 
the Counseling & Disability Services Office to verify the disability before any 
accommodations can occur.  This is the student’s responsibility.   
 

Links to 
Support: 

Library: 985-5250; http://annex.ncwc.edu/Library/ 
Writing Center: 985-5325; http://annex.ncwc.edu/writing_lab 
APA Writing Assistance:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
 

Evaluation of Student Learning  
Points  and 
Grading Scale 

Final Exam                 85  points 
Weekly Quizzes (7 @ 15)                            105  points 
Discussion Board  (4@15)                              60 points 
 Total                250 points 
 
Grading Scale:   
Graded work will receive a numeric score reflecting the quality of performance as given 
above.  Your overall course grade will be determined according to the following scale:  

100 – 93% = A 
92.99 – 90 % = A- 
89.99 – 87% = B+ 
86.99 – 83% = B 
82.99 – 80 = B- 
79.99 – 77% = C+ 
76.99 – 73% = C 
72.99 – 70% = C- 
69.99 – 67% = D+ 
66.99 – 63% = D 
60 - 62.99% =D- 
62.99 – 0% = F 
 

Course Schedule 



The weekly due dates listed below indicate one due date for your post in the discussion board, which 
is Wednesday of each week, and a second due date for replies in the discussion board and all other 
assigned work, which is Sunday of each week, except for the final exam, which is due on March 6. 
Dates Assignments/Tasks Due Dates 
January 14-20 Introductory Discussion Board  

Read Chapters 1 and 2 
Review Handouts 
Weekly Quiz 

January 16 and 20 
*You must post in the introductory 
discussion board by Wednesday, the 
16th.  First week attendance will be 
based upon this post, and absence may 
result in administrative withdrawal. 

January 21-27 

 

Read Chapter 3 and 4 
Review Handouts 
Weekly Quiz 

January 27 

January 28- 
February 3 

Read Chapters 5 and 6 
Review Handouts 
Weekly Quiz 
Forum/Discussion Board 1 

January 30 and February 3 

February 4 - 10 Read Chapter 7 and 8 
Review Handouts 
Weekly Quiz 

February 10 

February 11- 
17 
 

Read Chapter 9 
Review Handouts 
Weekly Quiz 
Forum/Discussion Board 2 

February 13 and 17 

February 18 - 
24 

Read Chapter 10 
Review Handouts 
Weekly Quiz 
Forum / Discussion Board 3 

February 20 and 24 

February 25 – 
March 3 

Read Chapter 11 
Review Handouts 
Weekly Quiz 
Forum/Discussion Board 4 

February 27 and March 3 

March 4 - 6 Read Chapter 12 
Review Handouts 
Final Exam 

March 6 

 
Syllabus Disclaimer:  This syllabus is intended as a set of guidelines for this course and the instructor reserves the 
right to make modifications in content, schedule, and requirements as necessary to promote the best education 
possible within conditions affecting this course.  Any changes to the syllabus will be discussed with the students. 

 


