
POL 200 – Introduction to Political Science  
Instructor: Dr. Jovan Milojevich 

Contact Information: jmilojevich@ncwc.edu 
Class: online 

Course Description 
 
This course is designed to provide students with a general understanding of how political scientists  
study the phenomena of politics. It also aims to deepen students’ understanding of their role as both  
critical thinkers and participants within the political system. For that purpose, this course will focus  
on the basic principles important to the field of political science, as well as political behavior,  
systems, processes, and interactions.  
 
“The only purpose of education is to teach a student how to live his life-by developing his mind and equipping him to 
deal with reality. The training he needs is theoretical, i.e., conceptual. He has to be taught to think, to understand, to 
integrate, to prove. He has to be taught the essentials of the knowledge discovered in the past-and he has to be equipped 
to acquire further knowledge by his own effort” (Ayn Rand, 1905-1982).  
 
Requirements 
 
• Exams: 45%  
 
THREE online exams (two midterms and one final) will be given for this course. These consist of 
multiple choice questions and short answer questions (further details on the exam format will be 
announced later). Many of exam questions will come from homework assignments and quizzes (see 
below). All students must take the exams in order to complete this course successfully. The first 
midterm will become available from March 31-April 1, second midterm from April 14-15, and the 
final from May 5-6. The second midterm and final are not cumulative. Each exam is worth 15% of a 
student’s overall grade.  
 
• Homework assignments: 35% 
 
Students should complete SEVEN homework assignments to be submitted via my.ncwc.edu every 
Wednesday except for the first week. The assignments are based mostly on focus questions, 
discussion questions, concepts, and theories covered by assigned chapters. Answers should be as 
detailed and professional as possible and come from the textbook (see below) with a proper citation. 
If answers are from online sources, have excessive typos, and/or lack citations, I will deduct some 
points. Students will have at least one week to do each homework assignment.  
I will post graded assignments to the course website in a timely manner. Each homework 
assignment is worth 5% of a student’s overall grade and no late submission will be accepted. More 
details on the homework assignments will be announced as the session progresses.  
 
• Quizzes: 20% 
 
Students should complete SEVEN online quizzes that will become available from every Monday to 
Wednesday except for the first week. Quizzes consist of multiple choice questions coming from 
each week’s assigned readings. Therefore, students should read assigned chapters before taking the 
quiz. There will be no makeups for quizzes. Each quiz is worth 2.857% of a student’s overall grade.  



Grading Scale  
 

 

Required Text  

There is one required text for this course. It is available at the college bookstore or may be 
purchased online.  

Smith, Alan G. 2017. A Comparative Introduction to Political Science: Contention and Cooperation. Lanham: 
Rowman & Littlefield.  

Makeup Exam Policy  

No makeup exams will be allowed unless written proof is provided of a serious emergency (e.g., 
hospitalization, death of a parent). In such cases, students must contact me as soon as possible 
(when possible, prior to the exam). Failure to do so will result in an F for the exam.  

Academic Dishonesty  

North Carolina Wesleyan College is committed to intellectual integrity in its academic pursuits. The 
college’s policy prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty is normally defined 
by, though not necessarily limited to, the following:  

 Cheating: defined as using inappropriate sources of information on a test or assignment.  
 Plagiarism: defined as presenting, as one's own, the ideas, works or products of another.  
 Falsification: defined as a statement of untruth, either verbal or written, regarding any 

circumstances relative to academic work  



 Attempting any act which if completed would constitute an academic integrity violation as 
defined above  

The academic dishonesty policy, as stated in the North Carolina Wesleyan College catalog, applies to 
all courses, regardless of learning format. The academic dishonesty policy also applies to any 
assignment or exam submitted by a student, whether in person or by electronic means.  

Aspire Attendance Policy  

ASPIRE classes are accelerated and are offered in 8-week and 5-week sessions. Because of this, 
students are required to attend every class session. Missing any class will have a negative impact on 
the student’s learning and course performance. In the event of an absence, the student is required to 
notify the instructor ahead of time and follow the instructor’s course of action for dealing with the 
missed class time. This may include the completion of additional assignments or a reduction in the 
final grade due to the missed class. An instructor or campus director may administratively withdraw 
any student who misses more than twenty-percent of a course (6 hours for an 8-week course, 4 
hours for a 5-week course) before the withdrawal deadline.  

A student who is administratively withdrawn, under any circumstances, for missing more than 
twenty-percent of a course will be responsible for payment of the full tuition for that course. 
Ultimately, it is the instructor’s decision to determine how to handle absences.  

Note: Absences of any kind and length in an accelerated class should be avoided. This instructor 
strongly endorses the ASPIRE Attendance Policy, and reserves the right to review the circumstances 
involved in any student absence to determine an appropriate course of action.  

Disabilities  

North Carolina Wesleyan College seeks to fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Students with disabilities who believe that 
they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to speak privately with the Instructor 
and contact Counselling and Disability Service at 252-985-5369 or 252-985-5178 as soon as possible 
to coordinate and implement accommodations in a timely fashion. Counseling and Disability 
Services is located in the Hardee’s Building on the Rocky Mount Campus. Students requesting 
accommodations must contact the Counseling & Disability Services Office who will determine the 
appropriate accommodations.  

Religious Accommodations Policy  

North Carolina Wesleyan College accommodates a student’s religious practices and observances. I 
will excuse absences that result from religious observances and practices and provide, without 
penalty, an option to reschedule exams and additional required class work in a timely manner.  

 

 



Class Schedule  

I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus as the course progresses. Students are responsible 
for keeping up with these changes. Please check an NCWC email account and/or the class site on 
my.ncwc.edu at least twice a day.  

 

 

 

 

Week 1 - March 14, 2022  
Chapter 1: Politics, Government, and Policy  

Focus Questions  

 What is politics?  
 What is a policy?  
 What is government?  
 What is representative democracy? What are its main forms?  
 What are the main forms of nondemocratic government?  
 What are some major policy areas that governments address?  
 What are the purposes of government and policy?  

Preparation: read chapter 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 2 - March 21, 2022  
Chapter 2: Power and the Distribution of Influence  

Focus Questions  

 What is power?  
 What main forms does power take? Which form is the most common in 

politics?  
 What is a model in political science?  
 What are the main models of how influence may be concentrated or dispersed 

in politics?  

Chapter 3: Political Science  

Focus Questions  

 What is political science?  
 Where did political science come from?  
 How does political science look at cause and effect in politics?  
 What sorts of collective decision making involve politics?  

Preparation: Read Chapters 2 and 3 
Work Due: Quiz #1 and Homework Assignment #1 (due March 23rd)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3 - March 28, 2022  
Chapter 4: Building the Contemporary Nation-State: Challenges and Responses  

Focus Questions  

 What major challenges do political communities have to overcome to establish 
the stable  
nation-state as we know it today?  

 Who contends in each challenge? How do the contention and cooperation 
among groups affect political frameworks, and how are patterns of contention 
and cooperation affected by such frameworks?  

 What role does influence play in the unfolding and resolution of the challenges?  

Chapter 5: Political Philosophies and Theories  

Focus Questions  

 Which of the contending schools of political thought favor elected government? 
How do  
they differ from one another?  

 To what extent do aristocratic traditionalist and humanitarian law thinkers agree 
on which  
groups contend with each other in politics?  

 How and why might power checkers and free marketers cooperate with each 
other? Do  
they share pursuit of certain values? How might they contend against each 
other?  

 According to Marx, what are the main contending forces in politics, and which 
have the  
most influence? Under what circumstances would the majority of human beings 
cooperate  
in establishing socialism?  

 How might the humanitarian law and free self-development currents cooperate?  

Preparation: Read Chapters 4 and 5 
Work Due: Quiz #2 and Homework Assignment #2 (due March 30), Midterm #1 (due 
April 1)  

 

 



 

Week 4 – April 4, 2022  
Chapter 6: Contemporary Ideologies  

Focus Questions  

 What is an ideology? What is the difference between “left of center” and “right 
of  
center”?  

 How is moderate left-of-center thought different from democratic socialism? 
What do  
they contend over?  

 Where in their prescriptions can classical liberals and conservatives cooperate? 
Where do  
they diverge?  

 Which ideologies oppose democratic political frameworks? Why?  
 What are the main differences between conservatism and Fascism/ethnic  

ultranationalism? 

Chapter 7: Political Economy  

Focus Questions  

 What are the main functions that government performs in relation to the 
economy?  

 What services do governments typically provide?  
 What are the main approaches to economic policy?  
 How did the economic and financial crisis that started in 2008 come about? 
 What do political economists who support the Keynesian and monetarist 

approaches propose to do about the recent financial crisis?  

Preparation: Read Chapters 6 and 7 
Work Due: Quiz #3 and Homework Assignment #3 (due April 6)  

 

 

 



Week 5 - April 11, 2022  
Chapter 8: Political Attitudes  

Focus Questions  

 What is political culture, where does it come from, and what are its most 
important  
consequences?  

 What can be the consequences of substantial diversity in political culture?  
 What are the consequences of contending patterns of political socialization 

in society?  
 What factors contribute to sharp contention within public opinion? To 

greater uniformity  
of views?  

 How does the media affect political attitudes?  

Chapter 9: Interest Groups  

Focus Questions  

 What is an interest group?  
 What sorts of cooperation allow interest groups to contend in politics?  
 What are the most important types of interest groups?  
 How do interest groups’ differences affect their effectiveness in political 

contention?  
 What key resources do interest groups wield as they contend for influence?  

Preparation: Read Chapters 8 and 9 
Work Due: Quiz #4 and Homework Assignment #4 (due April 13), Midterm #2 
(due April 15)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 6 - April 18, 2022  
Chapter 10: Political Parties  

Focus Questions  

 How did political parties develop?  
 What activities of political parties matter most for democratic government, and 

why?  
 What or who do political parties represent, and how?  
 How do differences among political parties affect the ways in which they 

contend with  
each other and their success in doing so?  

 What factors affect how much decision-making power party leaderships have?  
 How do political parties in authoritarian systems differ from those in 

democratic systems?  

Chapter 11: Voting and Elections  

Focus Questions  

 How do voters think about contending alternatives when they are voting?  
 How does the number of alternatives affect voting?  
 What considerations contend for attention in the minds of voters? How might 

they  
cooperate to support a particular choice?  

 How does voters’ identification with a political party affect voting?  
 How do parties and candidates maneuver to gain votes?  
 What does it mean for voter choice to be meaningful?  

Preparation: Read Chapters 10 and 11 
Work Due: Quiz #5 and Homework Assignment #5 (due April 20) 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 7 - April 25, 2022  
Chapter 12: Legislative Assemblies  

Focus Questions  

 Which sorts of groups are involved in the legislative process, and how do these 
groups  
contend and cooperate?  

 Which groups obtain the most influence in legislative assemblies, and why?  
 When do legislative assemblies have great influence in contention with the 

executive, and  
when little, with the legislature mainly cooperating with executive initiatives?  

 How does the overall political framework in which the legislative institution 
functions  
affect group interaction and the distribution of legislative influence?  

Chapter 13: The Democratic Political Executive  

Focus Questions  

 Why is the political executive important?  
 How does a presidential framework affect how the political executive is 

organized?  
 How do groups contend and cooperate in and around the political executive in 

various  
frameworks?  

 How does semi-presidentialism modify parliamentary government?  
 How does the lack of significant legislative assemblies affect the authoritarian 

political  
executive?  

Preparation: Read Chapters 12 and 13 
Work Due: Quiz #6 and Homework Assignment #6 (due April 27)  

 

 

 

 



 

Week 8 – May 2, 2022  
Chapter 15: Authoritarian Regimes and Revolution  

Focus Questions  

 What are the main types of authoritarian political frameworks?  
 What are the key differences between single-party rule and single-party-

dominant,  
electoral authoritarian rule?  

 What do they have in common?  
 What factors have tended to undermine military regimes? Single-party 

regimes?  
 What factors contribute to their endurance?  
 What makes the overthrow of an authoritarian regime a revolution?  

Chapter 16: Democratization  

Focus Questions  

 What are the main types of democratic transitions?  
 What roles might economic developments play in the initiation of 

democratic transition?  
In the prospects for the democracy taking hold and lasting?  

 How might experience with political contention prior to democratization 
affect the  
prospects for democratic survival?  

 What sorts of political parties contribute to transitions to democracy?  
 How might democratic transitions break down?  

Preparation: Read Chapters 15 and 16 
Work Due: Quiz #7 and Homework Assignment #7 (due May 4); Final Exam (due 
May 6) 

 


