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POL 201 – Introduction to International Relations  

Instructor:  

Contact Information:  

Class: online  

  

Course Description  

This is an undergraduate survey course designed to introduce students to International Relations 

(IR) − the study of interactions between states/non-state actors. This course aims to achieve one 

main goal: to help students develop a means for interpreting and explaining what happens around 

the world. For this purpose, this course will devote significant time to introducing IR concepts, 

theories, approaches, and methods. Then, students will be asked to apply the lenses of interpretation 

and explanation to issues and debates that have arisen around the globe.   

  

“The only purpose of education is to teach a student how to live his life-by developing his mind and equipping him to 
deal with reality. The training he needs is theoretical, i.e., conceptual. He has to be taught to think, to understand, to 
integrate, to prove. He has to be taught the essentials of the knowledge discovered in the past-and he has to be equipped 
to acquire further knowledge by his own effort” (Ayn Rand, 1905-1982).   
  

The major topics we will consider throughout the course include:  

• historical evolution of international relations  

• international relations theories—realism, liberalism, Marxism, constructivism, and feminism  

• sources of foreign policy—state, society, state structures, interest groups, public opinion, and 

the media  

• bureaucracy and decision making approaches  

• security—causes of war, arms control, peacekeeping, defense, deterrence, weapons of mass 

destruction, and terrorism  

• international political economy—trade, comparative advantage, balance of trade, and 

exchange rates  

• globalization and development  

• non-state actors in IR—international organizations and transnational actors  

  

Text and Readings  

There is one required text for this course. It is available at the college bookstore.  

  

D’Anieri, Paul. 2017. International Politics: Power and Purpose in Global Affairs. 4th ed. Boston: Cengage 
Learning.   

  

Also, students are strongly encouraged to read The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com), 

Washington Post (http://www.washingtonpost.com), or other newspapers (it could be in a foreign 

language) on a daily basis to keep track of current developments in international politics.  

  

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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Requirements  

• Exams: 45%  

Three online exams (two midterms and one final) will be given for this course. These consist of 

multiple choice questions and short answer questions (further details on the exam format will be 

announced later). Many of exam questions will come from homework assignments and quizzes (see 

below). All students must take the exams in order to complete this course successfully. The first 

midterm will become available from October 20 to 22, second midterm from November 3 to 5, and 

the final from November 17 to 19. The second midterm and final are not cumulative. Each exam is 

worth 15% of a student’s overall grade.  

  

• Homework assignments: 35%  

Students should complete six homework assignments to be submitted via my.ncwc.edu every Monday 

except for the first week. The assignments are based mostly on learning objectives, concepts, and 

theories covered by each assigned chapter. Answers should be as detailed and professional as 

possible and come from the textbook or my lecture slides with a proper citation. If answers are from 

online sources, have excessive typos, and/or lack citations, I will deduct some points. Students will 

have at least one week to do each homework assignment.   

  

I will post graded assignments to the course website in a timely manner. Note that it is very 

important for students to read and understand my feedback on answers. Each homework is worth 

5.83% of a student’s overall grade and no late submission will be accepted. More details on the 

homework assignments will be announced as the session progresses.  

  

• Quizzes: 20%  

Students should complete six online quizzes that will become available from Saturday to Monday 

except for the first week. Quizzes consist of multiple-choice questions coming from each week’s 

assigned readings. Therefore, students should read assigned chapters before taking the quiz. There 

will be no makeups for quizzes. Each quiz is worth 3.33% of a student’s overall grade.  

  

Grading Scale  

Letter grade  Numeric grade  Quality points  

A  94−100  4.0  

A-  90−93  3.7  

B+  87−89  3.3  

B  83−86  3.0  

B-  80−82  2.7  

C+  77−79  2.3  

C  73−76  2.0  

C-  70−72  1.7  

D+  66−69  1.3  

D  60−65  1.0  

F  below 60  0  
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Makeup Exam Policy  

No makeup exams will be allowed unless written proof is provided of a serious emergency (e.g., 

hospitalization, death of a parent). In such cases, students must contact me as soon as possible 

(when possible, prior to the exam). Failure to do so will result in an F for the exam.   

  

Academic Dishonesty  

North Carolina Wesleyan College is committed to intellectual integrity in its academic pursuits. The 

college’s policy prohibits all forms of academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty is normally defined 

by, though not necessarily limited to, the following:  

  

• Cheating: defined as using inappropriate sources of information on a test or assignment.  

• Plagiarism: defined as presenting, as one's own, the ideas, works or products of another.  

• Falsification: defined as a statement of untruth, either verbal or written, regarding any 

circumstances relative to academic work  

• Attempting any act which if completed would constitute an academic integrity violation as 

defined above  

  

The academic dishonesty policy, as stated in the North Carolina Wesleyan College catalog, applies to 

all courses, regardless of learning format.  The academic dishonesty policy also applies to any 

assignment or exam submitted by a student, whether in person or by electronic means.  

  

Aspire Attendance Policy  

ASPIRE classes are accelerated and are offered in 8-week and 5-week sessions. Because of this, 

students are required to attend every class session.  Missing any class will have a negative impact on 

the student’s learning and course performance.  In the event of an absence, the student is required 

to notify the instructor ahead of time and follow the instructor’s course of action for dealing with 

the missed class time.  This may include the completion of additional assignments or a reduction in 

the final grade due to the missed class.  An instructor or campus director may administratively 

withdraw any student who misses more than twenty-percent of a course (6 hours for an 8-week 

course, 4 hours for a 5-week course) before the withdrawal deadline. If a student misses more than 

twentypercent of a course after the withdrawal deadline, the student will receive an “F” in the course 

unless it is for documented medical reasons.  A student who is administratively withdrawn, under 

any circumstances, for missing more than twenty-percent of a course will be responsible for 

payment of the full tuition for that course. Ultimately, it is the instructor’s decision to determine 

how to handle absences.  

   

The College reserves the right to administratively withdraw any student not attending the first class 

meeting.  Any student administratively withdrawn for this reason after the drop period will be 

responsible for payment of the full tuition for that course.  

   

Note: Absences of any kind and length in an accelerated class should be avoided.  This instructor 

strongly endorses the ASPIRE Attendance Policy, and reserves the right to review the circumstances 

involved in any student absence to determine an appropriate course of action.  
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Disabilities  

North Carolina Wesleyan College seeks to fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Students with disabilities who believe that 

they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to speak privately with the Instructor 

and contact Counselling and Disability Service at 252-985-5369 or 252-985-5178 as soon as possible 

to coordinate and implement accommodations in a timely fashion. Counseling and Disability 

Services is located in the Hardee’s Building on the Rocky Mount Campus. Students requesting 

accommodations must contact the Counseling & Disability Services Office who will determine the 

appropriate accommodations.   

  

Disruptive Academic Behavior (Not Applicable to This Course)  

North Carolina Wesleyan College is committed to providing each student with a rich, distinctive 

educational experience. To this end, students who do not follow reasonable standards of behavior in 

the classroom may be removed from the course following appropriate notice. Examples of 

disruptive academic behavior include, but are not limited to, making loud or distracting noises; using 

cell phones and other electronic devices without prior approval; repeatedly speaking without being 

recognized; frequently arriving late to class; and making threats or personal insults. A verbal 

expression of disagreement with me or other students on an academic matter that is discussed 

within the course during a time that I have permitted is not in itself disruptive academic behavior.    

  

Religious Accommodations Policy  

North Carolina Wesleyan College accommodates a student’s religious practices and observances. I 

will excuse absences that result from religious observances and practices and provide, without 

penalty, an option to reschedule exams and additional required class work in a timely manner.  

  

Class Schedule  

I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus as the course progresses. Students are responsible 

for keeping up with these changes. Please check an NCWC email account and/or the class site on 

my.ncwc.edu regularly.  

  

Week of  

Chapter 1: Introduction: Problems and Questions in International Politics 

 Identify ways in which international politics is linked to everyday life.  

 Distinguish between explanatory and normative theory.  

 Identify the links between theory and policy.  

 Elaborate how theories are evaluated in political science.  

 Apply the concept of levels of analysis in international relations.  

  

Preparation: read chapter 1  

Work Due: take a syllabus quiz and post a paragraph discussing a contemporary IR issues  

  

Week of  

Chapter 2: The Historical Evolution of International Politics  

 Describe the major developments in the history of international politics.  
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 Understand the evolution of the international system.  

 Explain the significance of the Westphalian system.  

 Interpret the role of colonialism in transforming the international system.  

 Summarize the causes and significance of World War I, World War II, and the Cold War.  

 Identify the major developments of the post-World War II system.  

 Discuss the extent to which the international system is characterized by continuity and 

change.  

  

Chapter 3: Theories of International Relations: Realism and Liberalism  

 Identify the major assumptions of the realist and liberal approaches.  

 Distinguish the major strands of theory within each approach.  

 Understand the normative positions of realism and liberalism.  
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Summarize the major critiques of each approach.  

 Identify ways in which each approach can be linked to policy problems.  

 Articulate and defend an argument concerning the relative merits of the different approaches.  

  

Preparation: read chapters 2 and 3  

Work Due: quiz and homework   

  

Week of  

Chapter 4: Theories of International Relations: Economic Structuralism, Constructivism, and 

Feminism  

 Identify the major assumptions of economic structuralist, constructivist, and feminist 

approaches.  

 Distinguish the variants within each approach.  

 Understand how these approaches relate to one another and to realism and liberalism.  

 Summarize the major critiques of each approach.  

 Identify ways in which each approach can be linked to policy problems.  

 Articulate and defend an argument concerning the relative merits of the different approaches.  

  

Chapter 5: The State, Society, and Foreign Policy  

 Explain democratic peace theory and the major arguments in support of it.  

 Evaluate the arguments and evidence for and against peace theory.  

 Identify the links between democratic peace theory and foreign policy.  

 Understand the influence of state structure on foreign policy.  

 Articulate different views on the role of public opinion in foreign policy.  

 Evaluate the interaction between public opinion, media, and government in making foreign 

policy.  

  

Preparation: read chapters 4 and 5  

Work Due: quiz and homework, first midterm  

  

Week of  

Chapter 6: Bureaucracies, Groups, and Individuals in the Foreign Policy Process  

 Identify the major points of the rational action, bureaucratic politics, and organizational 

process models of foreign policy making.  

 Understand the arguments for and against the importance of individual decision makers in 

foreign policy making.  

 Weigh the influence of group dynamics on decision making.  

 Identify the range of sources of misperception in foreign policy making.  

 Understand prospect theory and its implications for decision making in international politics.  
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Chapter 7: International Organizations and Transnational Actors  

 Define international governmental organization, international nongovernmental organization, 

transnational corporation, and transnational advocacy network.  

 Understand the distinction between intergovernmentalism and supranationalism.  

 Describe the structure of the United Nations and the functions of its various agencies, 

programs, funds, and commissions.  

Evaluate different arguments concerning the significance of the United Nations.  

 Describe the structure of the European Union and the functions of its various branches and 

institutions.  

 Analyze the challenges facing the European Union.  

 Assess the influence of transnational corporations on governments.  

 Identify the ways in which international nongovernmental organizations and transnational 

advocacy networks influence international politics.  

  

Preparation: read chapters 6 and 7  

Work Due: quiz and homework  

  

Week of  

Chapter 8: International Insecurity and the Causes of War and Peace  

 Identify the range of explanations of the causes of war and evaluate the strengths and 

weaknesses of each explanation.  

 Articulate and defend an argument concerning the causes of war.  

 Identify the major sources of contentious politics.   

 Demonstrate the links between domestic and international conflict.   

 Connect explanations of war to appropriate foreign policies.  

 Understand the role that arms control can play in ameliorating the security dilemma.  

 Evaluate the policy of collective security and its weaknesses.  

 Analyze peacekeeping as a means of limiting conflict.  

 Evaluate different perspectives on the causes of civil war and protest.   

 Explain the international dimensions of civil war and protest.  

  

Chapter 9: The Use of Force  

 Define force and understand the link between the threat of violence and the actual use of 

violence.  

 Distinguish the policy of defense from that of deterrence.  

 Explain the effects of WMD on deterrence, defense, and crisis stability.  

 Define terrorism.  
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 Summarize and evaluate the competing explanations of the causes of terrorism.  

 Link different explanations of terrorism to possible policy responses.  

  

Preparation: read chapters 8 and 9  

Work Due: quiz and homework, second midterm  

  

Week of  

Chapter 10: Fundamentals of International Economy  

 Explain the benefits of trade in terms of the theory of comparative advantage.  

 Define “exchange rates” and the “balance of trade” and explain how the two interact.  

 Define “protectionism” and identify different barriers to trade.  

 Show how economic structuralists and realists evaluate the gains from trade differently than 

liberals.  

 Describe constructivist and feminist approaches to international political economy and show 

how they depart from other approaches.  

Connect theoretical arguments about international political economy to contemporary policy 

discussions.  

 Articulate and defend an argument concerning the relative merits of different approaches to 

international political economy.  

  

Preparation: read chapter 10  

Work Due: quiz and homework   

  

Week of  

Chapter 11: The Globalization of Trade and Finance  

 Distinguish between quantitative and qualitative changes in global interactions.  

 Describe the historical evolution of the post-World War II trading system.  

 Identify the major issues surrounding the World Trade Organization (WTO).  

 Analyze the competing goals of international monetary arrangements and the tensions 

between these goals.  

 Describe the evolution of the international financial system since the nineteenth century.  

 Analyze the sources and mechanisms of crisis in the contemporary international financial 

system.  

 Evaluate competing arguments about the benefits and problems of contemporary 

globalization.  

  

Chapter 12: The Problem of Global Inequality  

 Identify different ways of defining and measuring poverty, and articulating the implications of 

using different definitions and measurements.  

 Discuss the UN Millennium Development Goals.  
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 Explain the problem of late development and the challenges faced by late developers.  

 Identify strategies for late development, and analyze the strengths and weaknesses of these 

strategies.  

 Contrast competing explanations of the success of the “Asian Tigers.”  Evaluate the role of 

foreign aid in economic development.  

  

Preparation: read chapters 11 and 12  

Work Due: quiz and homework, Final  
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